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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  following  work  is  the  result  of  obser- 
vations made  during  two  cruises  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  one  of  more  than  three  years,  on  board 
of  the  United  States  ship  Brandywine,  from 
August  1826  to  October  1829,  and  the  last  on 
board  of  the  United  States  ship  Falmouth, 
from  June  1831  to  February  1884,  and  recorded 
with  a  hope  of  making  the  countrymen  of  the 
Author  better  acquainted  with  some  of  the 
peculiarities  of  their  southern  neighbours. 

As  far  as  the  natuife  of  the  work  would  per- 
mit, he  has  avoided  obtruding  himself  upon 
the  attention  of  the  reader,  and  has  indulged 
in  but  few  reflections;  being  content  to  pre- 


Vi  ADVERTISEMENT. 

sent  naked  facts,  and  allow  each  one  to  dress 
them  for  himself,  and  draw  his  own  con- 
clusions. 


♦^*  The  word  "  huaca/'  which  occurs  several  times  in 
the  •*  Notices  of  Peru,"  is  pronounced  as  if  it  were  written 
waca*  The  words  in  Spanish,  which  begin  with  Hua  and 
JuGy  are  pronounced  as  if  written  with  W  ;  thus,  Htuinchaco 
is  pronounced  IVanchaco ;   Juanita,  Wanita^  &c 
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THREE  YEARS  IN  THE  PACIFIC. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Introductory. — Getting  under  weigh.— Getting  to  Sea. 

Sea-going  people,  and  particularly  sailors,  for 
there  is  a  distinction  to  be  made  between  them^ 
derive  a  pleasure  from  looking  at  a  vessel  which 
landsmen  cannot  comprehend.  Next  to  woman^ 
nothing  can  fix  the  admiring  gaze  of  a  thorough- 
bred seaman  so  soon  as  a  ship.  When  he  views 
her  from  the  shore,  sitting  buoyantly  on  the 
water^  his  eye  roves  quickly  over  her  side  from 
stem  to  stem,  and  carefully  notes  her  proportions, 
her  paint,  the  line  of  her  ports  and  guns,  with 
bright  tompions  reflecting  the  sun's  rays,  her 
shear,  and  model  generally.     The  next  look  is 
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aloft.  There  he  scans  the  nice  proportion  and 
sYmmetnr  of  her  spars  ;  if  the  examination  be 
satisfactory,  he  pronounces  her  ''a  splendid 
modeU  clean  ran  and  neat  aloft;"  mentally 
deciding  that  she  sits  on  the  water  like  a  duck, 
and  must  be  a  good  sea-boat.  If  he  is  to  be- 
come an  inmate  on  board,  from  that  moment  he 
feels  a  growing  affection  for  her,  and  will  not 
hear  her  faults  mentioned  without  attempting  a 
defence.  He  speaks  her  praises  with  delight, 
and  takes  as  much  pleasure  in  her  decoration  as 
a  city  belle  possibly  can  in  that  of  her  own  per- 
son : — his  ship  occupies  a  place  in  his  mind  only 
second  to  that  of  his  wife  or  sweetheart. 

Without  possessing  the  discriminating  eye  of 
a  tar,  I  enjoy  in  a  high  degree  the  sight  of  a 
fine  ship  at  her  moorings ;  and  when  I  first  look- 
ed upon  the  F ,  I  felt  a  "yearning  towards** 

her.  Yet  this  is  not  that  warm,  adoring  sort  of 
love  inspired  by  woman,  but  rather  such  attach- 
ment as  we  feel  for  a  favourite  dog  or  horse. 

Though  the  F be  not  a  perfect  specimen  of 

naval  architecture,  she  is  looked  on  favourably  by 
those  **  trained  to  command  and  range  the  va- 
rious sail;**  and  her  accommodations,  both  for 
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officers  and  men,  will  bear  comparison  with  those 
of  any  sloop-of-war  in  the  service. 

Having  prepared  everything  for  my  voyage^ 
in  June  1831  I  found  myself  on  board,  waiting 
only  for  a  favourable  wind.  I  had  parted  from 
my  friends.  Recollection  is  still  fresh  with  the 
conflict  between  the  anticipation  of  new  scenes 
and  the  regret  of  separation ;  the  resolution  to 
part  without  a  sigh,  the  benedictions  of  parting 
friends,  the  gasing  after  one,  the  maternal  bless- 
ing and  last  advice  breathed  in  tones  of  affection. 
The  words  of  a  mother  at  such  a  time  are  like  a 
warning  voice  from  Heaven,  and,  like  that  voice, 
too  frequently  disregarded ;  one's  feelings  al- 
most bubble  up  at  the  thought,  in  spite  of  all 
that  philosophy  may  teach ! 

''It  is  a  bitter  trial  to  forsake, 
E'en  for  a  season,  in  this  changeful  world, 
The  things  we  cherish  I" 

One  morning,  while  looking  over  the  beautiful 
bay  and  gazing  on  the  fair  city  of  New  York, 
that  seemed  to  rise  out  of  the  bosom  of  the 
waters,  the  boatswain  shouted,  in  the  deep  gruff 
tone  peculiar  to  those  of  his  office,  "  All  hands, 
up  anchor  ahoy !" 

B  2 
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The  first  lieutenant,  the  moving  spring  of  the 
active  and  iready  crew,  stood  upon  the  poop, 
trumpet  in  hand.  The  officers  were  called  to 
their  respective  stations,  the  capstan  bars  placed 
and  manned,  the  messenger  passed.  Silence 
reigned  "  fore  and  aft."  The  "  first "  applied 
the  trumpet  to  his  mouth,  and  in  an  under  tone 
gave  the  order,  *'  Heave  round ! " 

Th«  "lads"  stepped  away  to  the  music  of 
the  merry  fife,  and  with  light  hearts  timed  "  Off 
she  goes,"  till  the  anchor  was  apeak. 

"  High  enough !"  cried  the  second  lieutenant, 
who  was  stationed  on  the  forecastle. 

"  Pall  the  capstan — unship  the  bars — lay  aloft, 
top-men — lower-yard-men  in  the  rigging!"  were 
the  successive  orders,  and  at  once  the  masts  ap- 
peared like  living  pyramids  of  nimbly  moving 
seamen. 

'*  Aloft,  lower-yard-men  !"  and  they  followed 
to  their  stations.  "  Close  in,  you  sirs,  close  in !" 
The  men  were  now  seen  in  the  tops,  under  them, 
and  near  the  yards,  ready  to  spring  forward  at 
the  next  word,  which  they  seemed  eager  to  anti- 
cipate ;  for  it  was  necessary  to  repeat  the  admo- 
nition  "  to  keep  clojse  in,*'  to  prevent  them  from 
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immediately  gaining  the  ends  of  the  various 
yards.  The  orders  were  now  given  in  the  full 
tone  of  command. 

"  Trice  up  —  lay  out  —  loose  away  !'*  In  a 
second  the  studding-sail  booms  rose,  the  sail- 
loosers  were  hanging  over  the  yards,  untying  the 
cords  which  secured  the  sails  in  their  positions, 
and  the  next  moment  all  was  still,  not  a  finger 
moved. 

"  Stand  by — are  you  ready  there,  fore  and 
aft  1** — "  All  ready,  sir,**  replied  a  midshipman 
from  each  of  the  tops. 

"  Let  fall — sheet  home  and  hoist  away  the 
topsails  —  cheerly  with  the  main,  cheerly  !**  At 
the  word,  all  the  canvass,  which  heretofore  had 
been  concealed  by  being  neatly  folded  on  the 
yards,  fell  at  the  same  instant  into  beautiful  fes- 
toons, and  the  men  briskly  descended  to  the 
deck.  The  next  moment  the  topsails  were  hoist- 
ing, and  the  fifes  playing  '*  The  girls  we  left  be- 
hind us,*'  as  the  crew  marched  along  the  deck 
with  the  halyards,  keeping  time  to  the  music. 

"  Tramp  the  deck,  boys,  tramp  the  deck  !** 
cried  the  second  lieutenant,  in  an  encouraging 
tone ;  and  the  time  was  marked  louder  than  ever. 
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"  High  enough  with  the  mizen  —  belay  the 
mizen-topsail  halyards!"  cried  the  fifth  lieu- 
tenant. **  Belay  the  mizen-topsail  halyards !" 
echoed  a  midshipman  in  a  youthful  key;  and 
the  boatswain's  mate  piped  "  Belay  !" 

"  Belay  the  fore-topsail  halyards  —  high 
enough  with  the  main — belay  the  main-topsail 
halyards !"  succeeded  pretty  rapidly,  attended 
by  the  same  echoing  and  piping  as  before. 

Again  the  capstan  bars  were  placed,  or  rather 
'*  shipped,**  and  the  order  given  to  "  heave  round.** 
The  next  moment  the  *'  second"  cried,  "  High 
enough  !** 

*'  Pall  the  capstan — unship  tiie  bars — forward 
to  the  •  cat* —  Move,  lads,  move  !"  replied  the 
"  first,**  in  the  full  tone  of  a  manly  voice,  unaided 
by  his  trumpet.  A  few  seconds  only  passed,  and 
the  anchor  rested  on  the  bows. 

"  Man  the  jib  halyards  !" — "  All  manned,  sir," 
replied  the  "  second." 

"  Haul  taught — hoist  away  the  jib — starboard 
your  helm,  quartermaster — ^jump  to  the  braces 

—  starboard  fore-braces — larboard  main-braces 

—  starboard   cro'-jack  braces,  haul   in!"     The 
execution   of   these   orders,    almost   as  fast   as 
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given,  brought  the  fore-topsail  aback  against  the 
mast,  while  the  "  after'*  yards  were  full ;  and, 
aided  by  the  jib^  her  head  ^*  paid  round,"  and 
looked  down  the  stream.  Now  the  yards  were 
trimmed  to  the  wind,  and  the  ship  moved  gently 
on  her  way. 

The  wind  drew  kindly  aft  :  sail  after  sail  was 
spread,  and  studding-sails  were  set  ''low  and 
aloft."  Thus,  under  a  cloud  of  canvass,  and  with 
a  fine  breeze,  the  ship  swept  away  with  the  ease 
and  grace  of  a  sea-bird. 

Silence  took  place  of  the  bustle  consequent 
upon  getting  under  weigh.  The  sea-officers  still 
remained  at  their  stations,  while  the  idlers*  were 
on  the  poop,  admiring  the  scenes  we  were  passing 
on  either  hand,  or  conversing  with  those  few 
friends  who,  determined  to  see  the  last  of  us, 
accompanied  us  down  to  return  in  the  pilot-boat. 
It  is  soothing  in  after-years  to  call  to  mind 
those  who  thus  speed  us  with  still  another 
look,  another  grasp ; — to  what  hopes,  and  fears, 
and  regrets^  does  the  word  farewell  give  rise  ! 

*  Idler  is  the  epithet  applied  to  all  officers  on  board  of  a 
man-of-war  who  do  not  keep  a  regular  watch ;  such  are  the 
surgeon,  purser,  sailing-master,  &c. 
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The  men  were  standing  about  the  decks^  ready 
to  seize  a  rope  when  ordered ;  the  pilot  stood 
upon  a  gun,  attentive  to  the  song  of  the  leadsman 
in  the  chains,  as  he  cried  "  By  the  deep  nine,** 
and  narrowly  watching  the  progress  of  the  ship : 
his  words  were  few,  and  directed  to  the  quarter- 
master at  the  wheel,  who  answered  his  orders 
with  precision.  "  Port,"  said  the  pilot.  '*  Port, 
sir,"'  replied  the  quartermaster. 

"  Steady !"  said  the  pilot.  "  Steady,  sir,*'  re- 
peated  the  quartermaster. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  Narrows,  our  pro- 
spects of  getting  to  sea  that  day  were  blasted ; 
the  wind  suddenly  changed,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  bring  the  ship  to  anchor. 

After  spending  several  days  at  Staten  Island, 
the  wind  blew  fair  ;  soon  the  anchor  arose  from 
its  bed,  the  sails  were  again  spread,  and  swelled 
into  beautiful  curves,  that  harmonized  with  the 
straight  lines  of  our  spars  and  rigging ;  we 
moved  over  the  placid  surface  of  the  bay — the 
leadsman's  song  ceased — our  bows  nodded  recog- 
nition to  the  crested  wave  of  the  ocean — the 
pilot  boarded  his  little  vessel,  bearing  our  last 
farewell,  and  we  stood  on  our  course  towards 
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where  the  waters  and  skies  seemed  to  meet. 
The  day  was  in  its  splendour^  but  lighted  nothing 
to  us  save  the  expanse  of  the  sea.  Night  came, 
and  the  moon  looked  over  the  mighty  scene,  and 
her  light  danced  over  the  waves.  The  stars 
shone  brightly  and  calmly ;  the  breeze  blew 
mildly.  Thus  day  succeeds  day,  and  the  same- 
ness of  ship's  duty  is  only  relieved  by  occasionally 
meeting  a  sail  as  lonely  as  ourselves. 

There  are  times,  however,  when  the  dark 
clouds  hang  upon  the  horizon — the  waters  dark- 
en, and  heaving  themselves  sullenly,  often  to  a 
fearful  height,  burst  into  foam —  the  scud  flies 
over  the  heavens  —  lightning  flashes  —  thunder 
rolls,  and  the  storm  howls  furiously  across  the 
waste  !  The  ship,  then  stripped  of  her  canvass, 
rises  <and  plunges  to  the  impulse  of  the  waves, 
and  the  wind  moans  sadly  through  the  shrouds. 
Then  does  man,  indeed,  in  his  majesty  of  mind, 
appear  warring  with  the  elements,  and  bidding 
defiance  to  their  force.  The  noble  bark  seems 
to  spurn  the  angry  buffetings  of  the  deep,  and 
glides  triumphantly  over  the  heaving  billows. 
Well-tempered  enthusiasm  swells  the  bosom  of 
the  skilful  director  of  this  wonderful  machine : 
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he  scans  the  heavens  and  the  wild  waste;  his 
voice  rises  above  the  tempest^  and  his  orders  are 
executed  by  those  whom  he  guides  as  fearlessly 
as  they  are  given. 

Then  follow  the  abatement  of  the  winds,  the 
smoothing  of  the  sea,  the  clearing  of  the  sky,  and 
the  re-appearance  of  the  sun.  Next  comes  the 
calm,  with  its  never-failing  attendant  ennui ;  the 
ship  rolls  over  a  still  restless  sea,  the  sails  flap 
against  the  mast ;  every  place  on  board  is  uncom- 
fortable, and  every  place  cheerless.  At  length,  a 
gentle  breeze,  first  seen  at  a  distance,  comes 
skipping  and  kissing  along  the  surface,  throwing 
it  into  fields  of  ripple ;  the  sails  feel  its  influ- 
ence, and  again  we  move  on  our  course  with 
spirits  as  buoyant  as  our  '*  sea-girt "  home  ! 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Entrance  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. — The  Sugar  Loaf.— Glance 
round  the  Harbour. — The  Corcovado.— -Gldria  Church. — 
The  City- — Praya  Grande. 

On  the  last  Sunday  in  August  1831,  we  de- 
scried through  a  hazy  atmosphere  the  **  Cabo  do 
Frio,*'  while  yet  thirty  miles  off.  Five  years  be- 
fore,  I  beheld  this  lump  of  Brazilian  earth  with 
as  much  interest  as  if  it  were  a  mass  of  topaz  or 
diamonds ;  then  every  moment  seemed  an  hour, 
and  every  spot  that  presented  itself  as  we  drew 
near  became  of  importance.  Even  the  sand- 
beach,  sweeping  towards  the  capital  of  this  em- 
pire, fancy  assured  me  led  to  something ;  but  that 
something  was  indefinite,  and  is  so  still.  The 
same  feeling  seemed  to  pervade  all  those  who 
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looked  now  on  a  strange  shore  for  the  first  time ; 
every  countenance  beamed  with  joy,  and  all 
were  pleasurably  excited. 

Cape  Frio,  a  high,  wild,  barren  insular  pro- 
montory, stands  at  the  extremity  of  Maranbaya 
beach,  sixty-eight  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  having  a  passage  for  coasting  vessels 
between  it  and  the  main.  The  land  may  be  seen 
from  a  great  distance  in  clear  weather,  rising 
high  behind  the  beach,  which  sweeps  with  a  gen- 
tle curve  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

We  were  favoured  with  a  fresh  sea-breeze. 
Keeping  in  sight  of  the  beach,  we  could  see  dis- 
tinctly before  the  day  closed  the  church  of  Our 
Lady  of  Nazareth,  built  on  the  shore  thirty  miles 
from  the  Cape ;  also,  *'  Cabo  Negro,"  and  the 
Maris  Islands,  which  are  said  to  be  fourteen 
miles  from  the  '•  Pao-de-Ajucar,"  or  Sugar  Loaf, 
so  called  from  its  form,  standing  on  the  west  side 
of  the  harbour. 

The  wind  died  away  as  the  sun  set,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  wait  for  the  morning  under  easy  sail. 
The  morning  was  cloudy  and  foggy,  and  we  were 
unable  to  get  into  port  that  day.  Towards  even- 
ing we  saw  the  islands  again,  and,  after  night- 
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fall,  the  light  on  ''  Ilha  Raza,"  or  Flat  Island ;  or^ 
according  to  the  easy  translation  of  sailors^  Razor 
bland.  The  sun  set  in  a  heavy  bank  of  clouds^ 
shooting  his  rays  high^  and  gilding  the  skies  in 
beautifully  varied  tints^  and  lighting  up  our  hopes 
for  the  morrow.  The  night,  like  the  preceding, 
was  spent  under  easy  sail.     . 

About  eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning  the 
sea-breeze  set  in^  much  to  our  relief,  for  we  were 
weary  with  "  hope  delayed."  As  we  drew  near, 
the  several  small  islands  sprinkled  near  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour  came  into  sight  one  after 
the  other^  as  the  fog  lifted  slowly  before  the  gen- 
tle breeze.  Presently  we  saw  the  "  PaO-de-A^u- 
car,''  rising  nearly  thirteen  hundred  feet*  into 

*  Captain  Beechey,  R.  N.  measured  it,  both  in  1825  and 
1828.  The  first  observation  made  its  summit  to  be  1286» 
and  the  last  1299,  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. — Beechey's 
Voyage, 

To  the  westward  of  the  Sugar  Loaf  the  land  is  very  re- 
markable; when  approaching  the  harbour  on  a  clear  day 
it  presents  the  appearance  of  a  huge  figure  of  a  man  lying  on 
his  back :  the  profile  of  the  face  presents  an  immense  nose 
and  chin,  while  the  ^'  Pad-de-Afucar  "  represents  the  toes  of 
this  great  man.  Some  exaggerating  and  waggish  fancy  has 
given  to  the  whole  the  familiar  appellation  of  '*  Lord  Hood's 
Nose:**  whether  that  feature  of  his  Lordship  merited  the 
comparison,  is  not  a  matter  of  history ;  though  Captain  Basil 
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the  air,  on  the  left  of  the  harbour's  mouth ;  and  on 
the  right,  the  battlements  of  Santa  Cruz,  stand- 
ing at  the  foot  of  a  high  mountain.  When  still 
nearer,  we  perceived  the  Brazilian  flag  of  yellow 
and  green ;  the  holy  cross,  emblematic  of  the  re- 
ligion of  the  country  ;  the  telegraph  and  watch- 
towers  ;  then  the  masts  of  the  shipping  in  the 
harbour.  When  passing  close  under  the  guns  of 
the  fortress,  we  were  hailed  in  a  slow^  stentorian 
tone,  that  seemed  to  issue  from  the  rocks,  for  no 
human  being  was  in  sight :  allowing  an  interval 
between  each  word,  the  voice  cried,  •*  What — 
ship  —  is — that  ?  Where  —  do — you — come — 
from  ?  How — many— days — out  ?"  These  ques- 
tions being  answered,  it  wished  us  a  pleasant 
passage  to  the  city,  whose  spires  and  fanes  were 
already  in  view.  We  continued  our  course,  passed 
a  small  fort  situated  near  the  entrance  of  Bota- 
fogo,  the  fort  of  Villegagnon,  Point  Gloria,  and 
soon  reached  our  anchorage,  in  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  picturesque  bays  in  the  world. 
We  "  came  to"  about  a  mile  from  the  city. 

Hall  states  that  '*  the  characteristic  prominence  of  the  Hood 
nose*'  has  been  well  known  in  the  Navy  '<  for  a  glorious  half- 
century." 
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with  our  bows  to  the  southward^  and  conseqirently 
looking  out  of  the  harbour.  Rat  Island  and 
"  Ilha  das  Cobras"  lay  between  us  and  the  shore. 
The  former  is  notable^  because  navigators,  on 
arriving  here,  resort  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  test- 
bg  the  correctness  of  their  nautical  instruments. 
It  is  a  small  low  rock,  and  not  far  from  the  latter, 
which  divides  the  outer  from  the  inner  harbour  ; 
the  men-of-war  lie  in  the  one,  and  merchantmen 
occupy  the  other. 

From  the  Sugar  Loaf,  which  is  a  conspicuous 
point,  we  will  glance  round  this  beautiful  marine 
basin,  and  endeavour  to  convey  some  idea  of  its 
form.  The  "  Pa6-de-A9ucar"  is  more  than  twelve 
hundred  feet  high,  as  mentioned  above,  and  bears 
a  striking  resemblance  to  a  loaf  of  sugar,  inclin- 
mg  a  little  to  one  side.  Its  surface  is  nearly 
smooth,  of  a  dark  sombre  colour,  and  sprinkled 
here  and  there  with  little  tufts  of  stunted  bushes. 
It  stands  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbour,  and  at 
the  entrance  of  the  almost  circular  bay  of  Bota- 
fogo,  which  sweeps  round  towards  the  city  as  far 
as  San  Bernlurdo  Point.  Notwithstanding  the 
steepness  of  its  sides,  (that  towards  the  sea  being 
perpendicular,  or  perhaps  overlooking  the  water 

VOL.  I.  c 
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fbr  ten  or  fifteen  feet  abore  the  sur£Eice,)  it  has 
been  twice  ascended,  and  both  times  from  the 
most  inaccessible  point.  Many  years  ago  an 
Austrian  midshipman,  in  that  reckless  spirit  of 
enterprise  which  is  a  boon  given  to  all  sailors  by 
Father  Neptune  when  they  wed  the  sea,  offered 
to  wager  with  his  messmates  that  he  would  ascend 
the  Sugar  Loaf  from  the  sea  side  and  display  a 
flag  on  its  summit.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and 
the  young  son  of  the  Ocean,  properly  equipped, 
started  on  his  expedition.  At  the  base  of  the 
rock,  the  water  rises  and  falls  alternately  three  or 
four  feet  as  the  waves  roll  past  into  the  harbour, 
so  that  several  attempts  were  made  before  he 
succeeded  in  landing.  He  then  toiled  up  the 
embrowned  side  of  the  rock,  hoisting  himself  by 
a  bush  or  by  some  inequality  of  the  surface  till 
he  reached  the  top,  where  he  displayed  his  ban* 
ner,  and,  to  the  terror  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rio, 
lighted  a  fire  ;  for  •  every  one  who  was  not  aware 
of  the  enterprise  thought  that  the  Pao-de-A^u- 
car  had  suddenly  become  a  volcano.  After  re- 
maining all  night  under  the  dreadfril  apprehen- 
sion, as  he  said,  of  being  eaten  by  venomous 
serpents  that  hissed  round  the  fire,  or  of  rolling 
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down  the  shot-tower-like  mountain  into  the  sea 
if  he  should  be  oTercome  by  sleep,  he  safely  de- 
scended, and  obtained  the  wager.  In  spite  of  its 
difficulties,  the  same  feat  was  afterwards  achiered 
by  an  American  midshipman,  who  left  '^  the 
stripes  and  stars''  waving  orer  the  land  while  the 
banting  endured,  for  no  Bra2dlian  would  venture 
to  haul  it  down.  The  repetition  of  the  enterprise 
is  now  forbidden  by  an  imperial  decree. 

Close  in  the  rear,  the  mountains  are  broken  by 
deep  ravines  and  splintered  into  peaks,  one  of 
which,  called  the  Corcovado,  out-tops  and  over- 
hangs the  rest.  Upon  its  very  summit,  like  an 
eyry  perched  amoiig  the  clouds,  is  an  observatory 
and  a  watch-tower,  which  may  be  seen  at  a  great 
distimoe,  when  not  hidden  in  the  vapours  that 
frequently  shroud  it.* 

Between  San  Bernardo  and  Gloria  Points  ex* 
tends  a  long  beach,  which,  from  having  been  the 
resort  in  times  past  of  the  gorgeously  plumed 
flamingo,  is  now  called  ^'  Praya  do  Flamingo.** 
On  G16ria  Point  is  placed,  very  conspicuously,  a 

*  AccordfDg  to  the  measurement  of  Captain  Beechey, 
R.  N^  made  ader  the  formula  of  Mr.  Daniel,  the  base  of  the 
flag-staff  is  by  one  observation  2308  feet,  and  by  a  second 
2906  feet,  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

C  2 
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small  white  church,  dedicated  to  the  invocation 
of  ''  Nossa  Senhora  de  G16ria."  The  edifice  is 
H>ctahedral,  and  has  a  tall  slender  spire  at  one 
side.  The  hill  on  which  it  stands  is  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  spots  about  Rio.  The  terrace 
surrounding  the  churchy  which  is  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  forms  a  de- 
lightfiil  promenade  in  '*  twilight  grey,*  well  suited 
for  the  dinouement  of  love.  In  the  hall  or  en- 
trance of  the  building  are  hung  many  mementos 
of  the  miracles  wrought  by  Our  Lady  of  Glory, 
who,  it  would  appear,  was  an  adept  in  the  healing 
art.  Casts  in  wax,  many  of  them  obscene  in  their 
configuration,  from  that  of  the  simplest  wound 
to  the  most  loathsome  ulcer,  are  collected  here  as 
testimonials  of  relief  a£Porded  at  her  hands  and 
through  her  invocation  to  the  afflicted  of  both 
sexes. 

From  this  point  sweeps  a  small  cove,  lined  by 
a  neat  row  of  white  one-story  buildings  that  look 
out  upon  the  bay,  to  Point  St.  lago,  upon  which 
stands  a  fortress  of  the  same  name.  The  next 
cove  is  short,  and  terminates  at  *'  Cobras.** 
Here  the  city  is  seen  over  a  forest  of  the  masts 
of  small  craft  reposing  under  the  shelter  of  the 
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mountains.      Xbe     *'  Pray  a  de   San  Jos^,**    the 

Palacei  and  the  Imperial  Chapels,  are  conspicuous. 

Tbe  whiteness  of  the  buildings  brings  the  whole, 

like  a  picture,  in  strong  relief  against  the  dark 

mountain   aides   in  the  background.      Bells  are 

ringing  different  peals  at  the  same  time,  giins 

are  firing,  and  at  almost  erery  hour  of  every  day 

hundreds  of  rockets  are  sent  whizzing  through 

the  air  in  honour  of  some  saintly  festival.     From 

the  anchorage,  the  city  appears  to  be  a  cleanly 

one ;  hut   '^  'tis  distance  lends  enchantment  to 

the  view ; "  for, 

^  Whoso  entereth  in  this  town, 
That,  sheening  fiu*,  celestial  seems  to  be. 
Disconsolate  wUl  wander  up  and  down, 
'Mid  many  things  unsightly  to  sthinge  ee ; 
For  hut  and  palace  show  like  filthily : 
The  dingy  denizens  are  reared  in  dirt; 
Ne  personage  of  high  or  mean  degree 
Doth  care  for  cleanness  of  surtout  or  shirt, 
Tho'  shent  with  Eg3rpt's  plague,  unkempt,  unwash'd, 
unhurt  r 

To  the  northward,  the  mountains  rise  high  in 
slender  splintered  peaks,  which,  from  a  fancied 
resemblance  to  the  tubes  of  an  organ,  are  called 
the  Organ  Mountains.  In  the  same  direction 
are  seen  white  chateaus  perched  on  the  hills  and 
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rocksj  80  high  as  to  be  sometimes  robed  in  clouds. 
The  city  itself  is  overlooked  by  two  or  three  con- 
ventSj  as  solemn  in  their  appearance  as  the  monks 
of  their  cloisters* 

On  the  eastern  side,  and  nearly  opposite  to 
Rio,  is  a  neat  quiet  village  called  Praya  Grande, 
which,  during  the  season  of  amusement,  is  a 
place  of  general  resort.  It  contains  several  pot- 
teries, and  is  famed  for  the  quantity  of  fine  sweet- 
meats made  and  exported.  At  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Praya  is  a  huge  mass  of  rocks,  which, 
apparently,  have  been  thrown  from  the  main 
land  by  some  natural  convulsion  :  upon  its  very 
summit  (a  most  romantic  situation  truly)  stands 
a  church  or  a  dwelling,  accessible  from  the  main 
by  a  short  wooden  bridge.  From  this  point  the 
beach  of  the  placid  bay  of  Inrufuba  sweeps, 
almost  like  a  circle,  to  Fort  Santa  Cruz.  Along 
the  shore  is  a  straggling  village,  interspersed 
with  gardens,  and  surrounded  by  luxuriant  plan- 
tations of  the  co£Pee-tree. 

We  have  now  glanced  round  the  bay  and  ar- 
rived at  Santa  Cruz,  between  which  and  the  Sugar 
Loaf  the  waters  roll  into  this  magnificent  har- 
bour; an  amphitheatre  whose  bounds  are  hills 
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rising  one  behind  the  other,  valleys  and  moun- 
tains that  are  smiled  on  throughout  the  year 
both  by  Flora  and  Pomona,  jrielding  flowers  and 
fruits,  grateful  in  their  fragrance,  and  luscious 
to  the  most  refined  and  delicate  taste.     Over 
this  sheet  of  water,  passage-boats,  under  a  press 
of  sail,  are  stretching  in  every  direction,  bearing 
parties  from  shore  to  shore.     The  naked  Negro 
toils  at  his  oar— the  black  soldier  in  gay  costume. 
lolls  in  his  curtained  barge,  wreathed  in  the 
smoke  of  his  cigar — the  tattooed  slave  paddles 
his  rude  canoe — the  barges  of  the  men-of-war, 
with  feathering  oars,  are  shooting  from  point  to 
point — the    nien-Kif-war   At   majestically,    and 
ibeir  flugs  and  pennant  flutter  proudly  on  the 
breeze — the  forts  and  castles  frown  sullenly-*^ 
the  palace  smiles — the  church  and  convent  look 
grave — the   hills   are   lovely-*— the    mountains 
grand— the  graceful  paltn-^ree  nods. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Walk  in  the  Streets  of  Rio. — Imperial  Chapels.  —  Rua 
Direita.  —  Slaves.  —  Rua  d'Ouvidor.  —  Marimba. —  Abdi- 
cation of  Dom  Pedro. —  Regency  of  Pedro  II.      « 

Many  years  ago,  I  met  in  Brazil  an  Austrian 
gentleman,  who,  having  spent  several  years  in ' 
England,  spoke  English  remarkably  well.  Cer- 
tain circumstances  of  a  private  nature,  in  which 
the  heart  was  deeply  interested,  which  he  nar- 
rated, ripened  an  acquaintanceship  of  a  few  weeks 
into  intimacy  and  friendship.  His  name  was 
Brunner.  When  I  last  saw  him,  in  1826,  he 
held  a  colonel's  commission  in  the  imperial  army 
of  Brazil. 

The  first  inquiries  that  suggested  themselves 
on  landing  at  the  Palace-stairs  in  September 
1881,  were,  whether  Brunner  was  still  in  the  city, 
and  whether  he  was  still  lamenting  his  disap- 
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pointment ; — his  "  ladye  love**  had  played  him 
Mse !  I  made  my  way  among  the  boatmen  and 
venders  of  fruit,  always  standing  on  the  slip,  and 
looked  at  the  sentinel  and  his  box«  Whether 
anything  had  been  changed,  or  whether  he  had 
been  relieved  since  my  last  visit,  I  doubt.  The 
same  high  cloth  cap  covered  his  woolly  head,  and 
the  same  musket  was  trailed  over  his  shoulder ; 
the  same  soiled  belt  and  cartouche^box  hung  at 
his  side,  and  as  little  energy  was  displayed  in 
his  whole  appearance  as  can  possibly  be  ima- 
gined. A  paper  cigar  burned  quietly  between 
his  lips,  which  he  seemed  too  lazy  to  puff  to  pre-» 
rent  it  from  going  out.  While  observing  this 
sauntering  soldier,  I  was  suddenly  seized  by  the 
hand  and  welcomed  to  Brazil.  It  was  Brunner. 
He  had  recognised  me  across  the  Palace-square^ 
and,  almost  breathless,  came  running  to  greet 
me. 

"When  did  you  arrive — how  long  do  you 
stay — how  have  you  heem  ?" 

Unexpected  meetings  with  friends  are  always 
agreeable,  even  at  home ;  and  when  one  sees  a 
man  suddenly  stand  before  him  in  a  strange  }and, 
whom  he  is  conjecturing  may  be  dead*  or,  what  is 
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the  same  thing,  gone  away,  the  pleasure  is  en- 
hanced— imagination  cannot  conjure  up  any- 
thing half  so  pleasant. 

As  I  answered  the  quesiions,  my  arm  rest* 
ing  on  Brunner's,  we  walked  towards  the  Im- 
perial Chapel,  which  fronts  the  quay.  I  obsenred 
that  my  friend  was  attired  ^  la  citoyenne,  and  at 
once  inferred  that  a  change  had  taken  place  in 
his  pursuits. 

"  You  have  doffed  your  regimentals  1  ** 
"Oh  yes! — true,**  he  replied;    ^\  followed 
your  advice  in  that :  you  told  me,  you  may  re- 
member, 

*  The  charm  of  life  that 's  lost  in  love, 
Is  never  found  in  fame  i* 

and  I  considered  that,  with  some  other  things 
you  said,  very  seriously,  and  in  consequence 
changed  the  muster-roll  into  a  ledger .'^ 

''  And  got  married  in  consequence  of  the 
change  ?** 

*'  If  you  discovered  that  by  my  countenance, 
you  deserve  credit  as  a  physiognomist.  I  have 
indeed  found  '  a  Leah  my  recompense  to  be.* — 
But  more  of  that  anon.'* 

''  I  must  congratulate  you  at  any  rate,  for 
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a  man  of  the  world  would  never  marry  in  Brazil 
without  making  himself  wealthy ;  because  happi- 
ness is  seldom  the  companion  of  a  foreign  wife 
and  poverty." 

*'  Thank  you^  thank  you,  I  am  much  better — 
I  mean,  I  am  much  more  useful  in  the  world  now 
than  I  was  as  a  soldier.  But  you  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  judging  for  yourself.  Do  you 
observe  any  change  in  the  appearance  of  the 
'  Pra9a  de  San  Jos^*  or  *  Largo  do  Pafo  ? '  ** 

The  fountain  seems  to  be  just  as  much  fre- 
quented, and  I  do  not  perceive  that  the  chatter- 
ing of  the  Negroes  is  less ;  nor  have  they  lost  any 
skill  in  balancing  their  water-kegs.     If  we  may 
judge  from  the  heavy  burdens  they  carry  upon  it, 
Negroes  care  less  for  the  head  than  we  do.  How 
is  it  that  pressure  does  not  spread  the  arch  of 
the   skull  and  make  it  assume   an    unnatural 
shape,  as  in  the  case  of  Indians  of  certain  tribes  ? 
Some  of  the  slaves  here  carry  almost  constantly 
the  weight  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  gallons  of  water 
on  the  head  nearly  all   day  long,  moving  so 
steadily  under  it,  that  keg  and  man  appear  to 
be  parts  of  the  same  machine.  A  Negro  instinc* 
tively  puis  everything  on  his  head,  be  it  light  or 
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heavy ;  yet  I  am  not  aware  of  any  race  that  is 
remarkably  flat-headed. 

''  There  is  not  so  much  military  show  about 
the  palace  now  as  during  the  reign  of  Pedro  h 
We  were  wont  to  see  each  of  those  staffs  along 
the  palace-wall  supporting  a  musket ;  and  troops 
parading  at  this  hour,  and  a  fine  band  playing/' 

"  That  is  easily  accounted  for — 

<  Grim-visaged  War  has  smoothed  his  wrinkled  front.' 

The  army  has  been  but  lately  disbanded^  and 
only  men  enough  kept  to  garrison  the  forts." 

We  were  now  in  front  of  the  Imperial  Chapels, 
which  open  on  the  square  called  the  Place  of 
St.  Joseph.  The  Emperor's  Chapel  is  amongst 
the  richest  and  most  splendid  in  Rio ;  it  is  not 
large,  but  the  whole  interior  is  arranged  with 
a  due  regard  to  taste.  Every  person  uncovers 
while  he  passes  the  open  door,  or  bows»  and 
signs  himself  with  the  cross  as  he  enters.  Seve- 
ral females  were  kneeling  in  different  parts  of 
the  open  space  on  carpets  or  mats  brought  by 
their  slaves,  while  the  men  were  content  to  pro- 
tect their  knees  from  the  dusty  pavement  by 
spreading  out  a  pocket-handkerchief.  On  either 
side  of  the  church  are  small  altars  dedicated  to 
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saints  whose  portraits  or  statues,  carved  in  wood 
ar  cast  in  wax  as  large  as  life,  stand  in  niches 
abore,  decorated  with  a  profusion  of  tinsel.  A 
low  wooden  balustrade  runs  parallel  with  the 
wall  on  each  side  of  the  church,  forming  narrow 
aisles  in  firont  of  the  minor  shrines,  and  separat* 
ing  them  from  the  centre  or  nare,  at  the  farthest 
end  of  which  stands  the  principal  altar,  rendered 
magnificent  at  the  expense  of  a  great  deal  of  wealth 
and  labour.  The  ceiling  is  arched,  and  ornament- 
ed with  stucco  and  twisted  mouldings  richly  gilt. 

In  all  Catholic  countries  the  churches  are 
open  from  dawn  till  sunset,  and  during  that  in« 
tenral  persons  may  be  always  found  at  their  de- 
TDtions.  Sunrise,  however,  is  the  most  fiEuihion- 
able  hour.  Here  the  wealthy  go  in  their  palan- 
quins, dressed  in  black  silk,  with  a  manto  of  the 
same  material,  or  a  lace  veil,  worn  tastefiiUy  over 
die  head  and  shoulders. 

'^  This  is  certainly  a  splendid  temple,"  said  I ; 
'^  but  it  is  easy  to  perceive  through  all  the  glitter 
that  it  is  only,  an  imitation  of  reality :  the  golden 
candlesticks  are  but  gilded  wood,  and  the  tall 
wax^candles  are  only  half  what  they  seem.  Why 
endeavoilr  to  practise  a  deception  in  a  church  ? 
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the  most  ignorant  devotee  that  kneels  must  know 
that  the  apparently  tall  candles  are  tin  tubes 
with  wax  ends." 

''  Had  you  been  in  Italy,  you  would  not  ad* 
mire  this  church  so  much ;  it  is  not  so  rich  now 
as  it  formerly  was.  The  adjoining  temple  is  the 
Chapel  of  the  Empress^  but  I  do  not  think  it 
superior  in  beauty  or  decoration  to  that  we  have 
just  left." 

We  walked  along  the  ''  Rua  Direita,**  which 
may  be  considered  the  *'  broadway**  of  Rio^  and 
stopped  before  the  door  of  the  ''  H6tel  du  Nord," 
which,  like  a  spendthrift,  had  seen  its  best  days 
in  its  youth.  Degeneration,  even  of  a  tavern, 
falls  unpleasantly  upon  the  sight :  this  one,  from 
being  the  best  '^  public,"  has  dwindled  in  five 
years  to  a  mean  tippling  shop.  From  this  spot 
we  looked  along  the  street,  and  a  gayer  or  more 
various  scene  cannot  easily  be  imagined.  Men 
of  business  were  hurrying  along  the  side  walks, 
jostling  the  leisurely-moving  free  Black,  or  the 
shopkeeper  smoking  at  his  own  door ;  the  native 
military  officers  were  deliberately  striding  about 
with  an  important  arrogant  air ;  the  calesas  (or 
calefai)  and  seges  were  rattling  along  by  dint  of 
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kshing  aad  spunring  the  mules.  The  high  boots^ 
with  heayy  soles  and  heels^  armed  with  plated 
spurs — t1ie*g1azed  leather  hat  and  high  cockade^ 
distinguish  the  calegero  from  every  other  kind  of 
servant  m  the  city.  Gangs  of  slaves^  united  by 
iron  collars  and  chains  ten  or  twelve  feet  in 
lengthy  were  trotting  along  with  bags  of  coffee 
or  sugar  on  their  heads,  endeavouring  to  drown 
the  sad  clanking  of  their  irons  in  the  notes  of  a 
song  and  chorus,  which,  in  happier  times,  they 
may  have  sung  beneath  their  native  shades. 
Each  one  of  these  gangs  was  followed  by  a  black 
soldier^  carrying  an  unsheathed  bayonet  in  one 
hand  and  a  heavy  whip  in  the  other.  Next,  we 
saw  approaching  a  gay  palanquin,  borne  by  two 
slaves  at  a  short  trot.  Presently  it  rested  in 
front  of  a  store,  and  a  sallow  female  hand, 
covered  with  jewels,  pushed  aside  the  velvet  cur* 
tains,  and  the  vender  of  tapes  and  laces  ran  from 
his  counter  and  bowed  obsequiously.  Immedi- 
ately there  was  an  Stalage  of  stuffs  of  various 
kinds,  and  the  marchandwas  eulogizing  his  goods 
and  bargain,  bowing  the  whole  time.  The  lady 
purchased  or  rejected  something;  I  saw  no 
purse;  the  curtain  again  hid  the  hand  and  the 
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jewels  ;  the  slaves  trotted  on  with  their  mistress. 
Whiz  flew  a  rocket,  and  snap,  crack,  crack,  ex- 
ploded a  hunch  of  squihs  from  amidst  a  crowd  of 
half-naked  Negro  hoys,  who  moved  along  with 
an  unmeaning*  shout.  Then  came  a  fat  sallow- 
looking  priest,  under  a  broad-hrimmed  hat,  roll- 
ed up  at  the  sides,  with  a  long  silken  cord  termi- 
nated in  a  tassel  hanging  down  his  back.  He 
wore  a  long  silk  robe  or  gown,  and  a  pair  of 
heavy  shoes  with  large  buckles.  Close  after  him 
moved,  in  short  struts,  a  precocious  Brazilian 
dandy,  of  Liliputian  stature,  perhaps  fourteen 
years  old,  and  attired  like  a  man  of  twenty-five ; 
wearing  a  stick  in  one  hand,  and  carrying  a  sat- 
chel in  the  other  :  he  stepped  along  in  imminent 
danger  of  disappearing  beneath  his  cocked-hat, 
that  towered  over  his  head  like  an  extinguisher, 
though  worn  for  distinction.  Then  followed  a  do- 
zen slaves  or  water-carriers,  all  naked.  The  next 
figure  was  that  of  a  portly,  sedate-looking  gentle- 
man, whose  moon-formed  countenance  stood  forth 
to  assert  his  claims  to  the  character  of  a  bon  vivant 
of  imperturbable  equanimity.  Heiwore  a  cocked- 
hat  with  ostrich-feather  trimming,  a  broad-tailed 
coat,  vest  with  capacious  pockets,  neat  unmention- 
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ables,  all  of  black,  buckled  at  the  knee  over  a  pair 
of  red  silk  ribbed  hose,  and  a  pair  of  square-toed 
shoes  with  huge  paste  buckles.  One  of  his  hands, 
with  ruffle  round  the  wrist,  holding  a  glove,  he 
carried  behind  him,  while  the  other,  gloved, 
swung  a  gold-mounted  stick  from  the  Moluccas, 
which  he  struck  on  the  pavement  at  almost  every 
step  his  gently-stooped  figure  advanced.  This 
was  a  congressman — an  M.  P. 

''  This  gay  scene  indicates  a  business-like  dis- 
potitioii  in  the  people;  but  the  clank  of  those 
chains  clouds  the  pleasing  reflections  otherwise 
excited.  The  slaves  cannot  be  treated  here  with 
humanity  f 

"  My  dear  sir,**  replied  Brunner,  '*  you  are  mis- 
taken. Slaves  in  this  country  are  treated  with 
the  greatest  humanity  and  kindness,  and  in  many 
cases  are  even  too  much  indulged.  Those  Ne- 
groes who  have  just  passed  us  are  government 
slaves,  who  have  become  public  property  through 
the  agency  of  their  own  crimes.  Every  one  of 
them  has  conmiitted  either  assault,  robbery,  or 
murder.  Taking  away  life  is  a  punishment 
hardly  known  in  Brazil.  When  a  Negro  is  con- 
victed of  any  outrage  or  infraction  of  the  law, 

VOL.  I.  i> 
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he  b  oanally  sentenced  to  labour  in  dians  for  a 
limited  peiiod,  at  the  expiratioa  of  wiudi  he  is 
returned  to  hia  master." 

^'  Does  the  msuter  receire  no  compensation  tor 
the  services  of  the  slaTe  in  the  mean  time  P* 

^  Nol  They  say  the  loss  is  a  just  pmidanent 
for  not  having  tangfat  the  slave  better.* 

**  Are  these  convicts  hired  to  individoak  by  the 
government,  or  is  there  any  poUic  work  oa  which 
they  are  employed  T 

«« The  CQstom-hoose  em[doys  many  of  them, 
many  are  employed  as  scavengers,  and  some  in 
levelling  hills  and  blasting  rocks  in  the  suburbs.'' 

We  walked  slowly  od,  and  turned  up  the  **  Rua 
d'Ouvidor,"  which  is  lined  with  &ncy  stinres  and 
shops  of  the  French  ''  modutes."^  Next  to  the 
'^  Roa  Direita,"  it  b  perhaps  the  busiest  and 
most  fashionable.  It  leads  to  the  theatre  and 
opera-house.  The  Eanperor  was  wont  to  dadi 
through  it,  occasionally  driving  with  his  own 
imperial  hands  four  grays  of  exquisite  beauty, 
headed  by  his  trumpeter,  and  followed  by  a  ca- 
valry guard ; — then  off  flew  every  hat,  and  every- 
body stood  aside  to  let  the  imperial  coachman 
pass. 
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My  attention  was  attracted  by  a  crowd  of  Ne^ 
groes  in  the  street,  in  the  midst  of  which  one  was 
dancing  to  the  sound  of  a  rade  instrument,  ac- 
companied by  the  voice.  '*  What  is  this  T  I  asked 
my  companion. 

'*  Nothing  more  than  a  few  idle  Negroes  of  the 
neighbourhood  assembled  together  to  dance  the 
'  gnaehambo,'  a  sort  of  fendango,  to  the  sound  of 
the  ^  marimba/  which  claims  Africa  as  the  country 
of  its  inyention.**  It  is  generally  made  of  some 
light  species  of  wood,  and  may  be  compared  to 
the  toe  part  of  a  shoe.  On  the  flat  side,  or  sole 
part,  are  secured,  nearly  in  their  centres,  eight 
pieces  of  steel  wire  about  six  inches  long ;  their 
ends  cunre  upwards,  and  being  of  different 
lengths,  form  an  octave.  The  longer  ends  of 
these  keys  play  free,  and,  when  touched,  vibrate 
a  sleepy  sort  of  note,  which  can  hardly  be  called 
disagreeable.  The  instrument  is  clasped  between 
the  hands,  hanging  down  in  front,  and  is  played 
upon  by  the  thumbs.  There  is  another  forita  of 
the '  marimba,'  in  which  the  keys  are  placed  on 
a  thin  piece  of  board ;  this  is  secured  to  a  thinly- 
scraped  cocoa-nut  shell,  and  is  the  better  kind, 
sounding  much  clearer  and  more  musical.     The 

D  2 
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fervants  (porters)^  who  are  always  seated  at  the 
doors  of  private  dwellings — which,  by  the  bye, 
always  have  the  family  coach  standing  at  the 
foot  of  the  stairs,  on  the  lower  floor,  fitted  for  the 
purpose,  by  way  of  demonstrating  the  quality  of 
the  master, — pass  hours  together^  nodding  over 
their  own  music,  produced  with  about  the  same 
effort  required  to  twirl  the  thumbs.  Playing  on 
the  ''  marimba"  is  just  one  degree  beyond  "  dolcc 
far  niente.'' 

.  When  we  came  up  the  dancing  had  ceased, 
and  the  Blacks  were  making  way  for  us  to  pass. 
I  called  the  musician,  that  I  might  examine  his 
instrument.  He  grinned,  and  appeared  gratified 
by  the  notice  taken  of  him.  He  was  young  and 
full  of  health,  but  with,  a  most  stupid  expression 
of  countenance,  produced  by  a  chain  of  fleshy  no- 
dules extending  from  the  point  of  his  nose  in  a 
line  over  his  forehead:  when  his  attention  was 
not  otherwise  engaged,  his  eyes  were  always  di- 
rected towards  this  distinguishing  mark.  At  our 
request,  he  played  a  lively  air,  and  accompanied 
himself  with  a  short  see-saw  motion  of  the  body. 
So  soon  as  he  commenced,  all  the  Negroes  drew 
nearer  and  nearer,  till  we  were  completely  en- 
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circled  by  grinning  spectators.  I  inqnired  into 
the  origin  of  the  bumps,  and  Brunner  informed  me 
that  it  is  a  species  of  tattooing,  done  in  infancy 
by  their  parents,  designed  as  the  distinguishing 
mark  of  the  tribe.  He  pointed  out  in  the  crowd 
around  us  one  whose  face  was  scratched  or 
gashed  on  one  cheek;  one  marked  in  the  same 
way  on  both  cheeks;  some  on  their  temples; 
some  on  their  breasts  and  backs ;  and  there  was 
one  who  had  each  of  his  teeth  cut  off  diagonally^ 
80  as  to  make  them  serrated  or  saw-like.  Common 
misery  has  not  caused  the  Negroes  to  foi^et  the 
feuds  of  their  tribes^  for  they  hare  brought  mutual 
and  perhaps  hereditary  hatred  with  them ;  and  it 
is  supposed  that  the  safety  of  the  Whites,  whose 
fiombers  are  very  small,  depends  upon  this  cir- 
comstance.  Though  this  may  be  partially  true, 
I  suspect  that  apathy,  which  is  a  characteristic  of 
die  African  races,  is  the  reason  why  they  do  not 
rise  up  in  a  body  and  destroy  their  masters. 

Next  we  looked  into  an  hotel  kept  by  an 
Ei^lbhman ;  it  is  the  best,  the  worst,  the  only 
one  of  the  kind  in  the  place :  it  is  entirely  sup- 
ported by  f6reigners ;  natives  rarely  visit  public 
inns.    After  looking  round  for  a  moment,  and 
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noticing  a  sign  over  the  door^  announcing  that 
^^  bains  chauds*"  might  be  procured,  we  returned 
to  the  ''  Rua  d'Ourives,**  which  is  entirely  occu* 
pied  by  silyersmiths,  jewellers,  and  lapidaries; 
and  following  its  course  for  a  quarter  of  a  loiloj 
turned  to  the  right,  and  in  a  few  minutes  entered 
the  counting-house  of  my  friend. 

We  found  several  gentlemen  conversing  about 
the  change  that  had  then  just  taken  place  in  the 
political  state  of  Brazil.  Wheu  the  usual  saluta* 
tion  was  over,  the  subject  was  resumed. 

*'  What  do  you  say  were  the  circumstanceSjr^ 
asked  a  gentleman  of  the  party,  addressing  him^ 
self  to  Brunner, ''  that  led  to  the  abdication  V 

'*  There  were  perhaps  several,"  replied  Brun- 
ner,  ''  that  may  be  considered  as  conducing  to 
that  end.  A  jealousy  has  long  existed  between 
the  native  Brazilians  and  the  Portuguese,  which 
was  originally  caused  and  kept  up  by  Dom  Pedro, 
The  refugees,  who  fled  from  the  proscription  and 
tyrannical  wrath  of  Dom  Miguel^  always  found 
here,  not  only  protection  and  an  asylum,  but 
many  have  been  received  into  places  of  power 
and  emolument  under  the  government,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  Brazilians,  who  were  not  slow  to 
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perceive  and  feel  tkat  the  Emperor  placed  mora 
confidence  in  thefm  than  in  his  own  aubjects.  He 
was  constantly  surrounded  bj  them^  and  seemed 
to  be  much  influenced  by  their  advice  in  almost 
ererytking.  Envious  of  the  distinction  and  ho- 
nours  heiq>ed  upon  these  foreigpiers,  as  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Portugal  were  termed^  the  natives  con* 
ceived  themselves  injured^  and  gave  a  voice  to 
Aeir  grievances.  Murmurs  grew  into  c<miplaints^ 
and  representations  were  made  which  passed  un- 
noticed,  until  the  Emperor  was  told^  in  pretty 
plain  terms^  that  he  must  change  his  Ministry. 
Eten  this  step  was  treated  with  contempt ;  and 
when  Dom  Pedro  thought  seriously  of  regaining 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  which  he  had  lost, 
it  was  too  late.  The  Ministry  was  changed  and 
re^^hanged  successively,  to  please  one  or  anothet 
of  the  many  political  parties  which,  as  a  conse- 
quence to  the  state  of  things,  sprung  forth  like 
80  many  heads  from  that  political  hydra-^publlc 
diseontant.  These  parties  were  composed  of 
people  who  bad  their  views  in  elevating  certain 
persons  to  a  place  near  the  throne.  The  publid 
ear  was  occupied  by  vague  and  contradictory 
rumours  and  reports,  and  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
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pie  Weunr  filed  mi£k  mm  n  Uiu^  and  alann. 

Amour  cdier  pwadks  and  ridicoknis  reports, 

Bs  a  deagin  i^amst  the  con- 
cfties  of  the  people ;  that 
ife  plotth^  d  the  Porto- 
pKpofilcraiis  and  onreaMm- 

ahle  h  kit  appear,  h  w  said  that  Dom  Pedro 

^  The  EBperar  aboM  thb  tnne  had  been  on 
a  Tish  of  iKpectioD  to  a  na^UbooMmg  pnmnce, 
asd«  under  the  protest  of  lecqiiug  huii  on  the 
day  ct  his  renun^  the  iefiigec*»  with  many  Por- 
ti]^[iiesie  who  hai^  heen  long  residiBg  here,  par 
radrd  the  sinwt»  with  anas,  in  parties  (^  forty  or 
fifty,  uttcfin|r  cries  whkh  were  highly  irritating 
to  the  fcdings  of  the  natifes,  and  evoi  lodced 
npcm  by  them  as  seditious.  The  Kaolianswere 
exasperated,  and  attempted  to  pot  down  the  ob- 
uo3doos  party  by  force,  and  in  consequence  seve- 
ral skirmishes  took  jJace  in  the  streets,  and  seTC- 
ral  lires  were  lost  on  both  sides.  Thb  hanpened 
on  the  ISth,  14th,  and  15th  of  March.  The  shops 
were  shut  up ;  foreigners  thought  of  taking  re- 
fuge, with  their  effects,  on  board  of  the  men-of-war 
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of  their  respective .  nations ;  and  all  business  was 
suspended  for  several  days. 

"  With  a  view  of  restoring  peace,  or  of  obtain- 
ing at  least  a  cessation  of  hostilities  amongst  all 
parties,  and  of  soothing  and  tranquillizing  the 
poblic  mind,  the  Emperor  at  once  appointed  a  new 
Ministry,  composed  entirely  of  Brazilians,  whose 
liberal  sentiments  were  universally  acknowledged. 
This  step  was  popular,  and  public  order  was  again 
restored,  but  was  short-lived.  The  Ministry  was 
again  changed  for  men  who  were  extremely 
obnoxious  to  the  Brazilian  party.  The  greatest 
anxiety  was  now  manifested  by  all  classes  of  citi- 
sens.  Expressions  of  their  indignation,  warmly 
and  publicly  spoken,  followed  ;  and  great  num- 
bers, as  if  by  common  consent,  assembled  in  the 
•  Campo  Santa  Ana^  since  called  the  *Fra^a  d^Ac- 
clamagdo/  A  deputation  was  sent  from  them 
to  the  Emperor,  urging  him,  if  he  wished  to  pre- 
serve order  and  avoid  civil  war  and  bloodshed, 
to  dismiss  the  Portuguese  Ministry,  and  rein- 
state that  which  he  had  last  deposed.  In  spite 
of  the  entreaties  of  General  Lima,  the  military 
commandant  of  the  province,  who  was  in  high 
&Tour  with  the  people,  and  of  the  tears  of  the 
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Empress,  he  refused  the  request  of  the  deputa- 
tion, and  obstinately  adhered  to  his  resolution. 

The  Emperor's  reply,  endorsed  by  the  Minis- 
try, and  the  order  for  the  mob  to  disperse,  was 
scarcely  read  before  it  was  torn  to  pieces  and 
trampled  under  foot !  The  troops  soon  began  to 
take  part  with  the  people,  who  were  now  armed 
and  prepared  for  the  worst.  An  attack  was  ap- 
parently meditated  somewhere,  and  before  ten 
o'clock  that  night  even  the  body-guard  at  the 
Palace  had  gone  over  and  joined  the  insurgents. 
The  Emperor  found  that  he  had  been  deceived 
by  his  courtiers,  who  had  relied  on  the  support 
of  the  army,  and,  as  the  only  possible  means  re- 
maining of  preventing  bloodshed  and  restoring 
tranquillity,  he  resolved  on  abdication.  In  this 
dilemma  he  sought  the  aid  of  counsel  from  the 
British  and  French  Legations,  and  received  the 
Charges  late  that  same  night  at  the  Palace. 
Exercising  the  power  given  him  by  the  constitu- 
tion, he  abdicated  in  favour  of  his  son  Dom  Pedro 
de  Alcantara,  under  the  title  of  Pedro  II.  This 
last  act  was  received,  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  7th  of  April,  with  jojrful  acclamations,  and 
the  same  day,  before  eight  o'clock,  having  has- 
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tfly  collected  what  money  and  valuables  he 
could,  the  ex-Emperor,  with  the  Empress  and  the 
young  Queen  of  Portugal,  embarked  privately  on 
board  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  line-of-battle 
ship  Warspite,  leaving  the  young  Emperor  and 
Princesses  at  the  Palace  of  San  Christovao.* 

''  The  National  Assembly  had  been  ordered 
by  the  Emperor  to  convene,  and  though  many 
members  had  not  yet  arrived  in  town,  they  met, 
and,  according  to  the  constitution,  appointed  a 
Regency  to  adminbter  the  government  and 
laws  during  the  minority.     On  the  9th  of  April, 

*  Hie  Emperor,  in  his  real  character  of  nonchalance,  was 
lecDy  before  he  left  the  harbour,  eagerly  employed  catching 
fish! 

*^  Dom  Pedro  was  bom  at  Lisbon,  on  the  I2th  of  October, 
1798 ;  be  was  the  second  son  of  Dom  John  VI.  and  of  Carlota 
Joaquina,  daughter  of  Charles  IV.  of  Spain  ;  but,  by  the  pre- 
mature death  of  his  elder  brother  Antonio,  he  became  heir- 
presumptive  to  the  crown.  He  was  of  a  weakly  tempera- 
ment when  a  child,  but  showed  early  some  of  that  vivacity 
of  character  which  has  since  dbtinguished  him*  He  was 
educated  by  the  Padre  Antonio  d'Arrabida,  an  intelligent 
ecclesiastic  who  early  impressed  him  with  sentiments  qfreli" 
gkm^for  wUtk  ke  is  still  distinguished;  but  his  education  was 
in  nothing  else  remarkable,  except  that,  in  common  with 
his  sisters,  he  acquired  some  knowledge  of  Latin,  which  he 
has  not  yet  forgotten.*' — Walshy  Notices  of  Brazil^  vol.  i. 
London,  1830. 
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ife  Toon^  Empenr.  Dob  Pedio  II.  made  his 
poUic  cntTT  inio  die  ckr,  jonidst  die  shoats  and 
«  riTAs*  of  die  populace.  A  due  quantity  of  gim- 
powda-  and  rockets,  as  is  usual  oa  all  great  ooca- 
sioas,  were  expended,  to  manifest  the  public  loy* 
alty  to  the  new  soremga, 

^  TranquillitT  wms  again  restored.  The  Empe- 
ror in  a  few  days  set  sail  tar  England,  on  board 
of  Hb  Britannic  Mtyesty's  frigate  Vdage,  and 
the  yoong  Qoeen  of  Portugal  cm  board  of  die 
French  corvette  La  Seine.** 

^  Then  I  presume  ererything  is  now  quiet  V 

*'  Not  perfecdy  so  :  there  is  a  party  in  fevour 
of  a  republic,  but  it  wiU  die.  Everybody  who 
knows  anything  of  the  extent  and  resources  of 
Brazil  must  decide  against  it.  Two  Mulattoes, 
who  were  educated  in  France  by  the  Emperor, 
are  said  to  be  the  leaders  of  the  republican 
party.** 

**  Did  property  sustain  any  injury  from  the 
rioters  or  insurgents  during  the  disturbance  f 

^  Not  at  alL  The  Brazilians  are  a  pacifique 
people,  and  would  rader  enjoy  der  right  by  cour- 
tesy dan  by  force,"  remarked  an  old  gendeman, 
who  until  this  moment  had  been  silent.     ^  Pah ! 
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Vat  can  dese  miserable  devil  do — when  dey  have 
de  anna^  dey  put  de  ball  into  de  gun  first,  and 
den  de  poudre — Tat  use  is  dat  ?  eh !"  He  ac- 
compained  the  concluding  question  with  a  shrug 
of  the  shoulders  and  an  elevation  of  his  brows, 
that  threw  his  forehead  into  transverse  wrinkles ; 
and,  take  him  altogether,  the  speaker  looked  like 
t  mammoth  note  of  intenogation. 

''  Then  the  conflicts  were  not  very  bloody,  I 
presume  T** 

**  Bloody  r  exclaimed  the  old  man,  changing 
his  pofiture  and  features  till  he  resembled  in  some 
degree  an  interjection ;  ''  I  tell  you,  sare,  one 
hundred  good  men  vill  take  de  town  any  time. 
Dey  allow  fifty  black  rascal  to  run  about  de 
street  widout  opposition,  and  cut  de  treat  of  de 
women,  vile  de  sodger  run  in  de  house  and  lock 

de  door!     Bloody! — vy,  sare,  dey  are  d d 

coward ;  and  as  to  de  property,  dey  are  afraid 
to  steal  it  r  As  he  concluded,  he  made  his  exit 
by  a  back  door. 

"  The  Regency,  I  believe,  is  a  trinity,  or  tri- 
umvirate, or  triumviracy  ?'' 

"  Yes!     It  is  composed  of  three  members  of 
the  general  assembly,  elected  by  that  body,  the 
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eldest  of  the  three  being  the  president  All  de- 
crees and  laws  are  issued  by  the  Regency  in  the 
name  of  the  Emperor.  The  following  are  the 
Regents  and  present  Ministry. 

Regency. 

Francisco  de  Lima  e  Silva,     % 

Jos6  da  Costa  Carvalho,  >-  ReffenU. 

Joao  Braulio  IVf  uniz,  J 

Jos4  Bonifacio  d'Andrada — Tutor  to  the  Emperor. 

Ministers. 

Home  Department^  Jos^  Linho  Coutinho. 
Foreign  Affairs^      Francisco  Carneivo  de  Campos. 
Justice,  Diogo  Antonio  Feijo. 

War^  Jos6  Manuel  de  Moraes. 

Navy,  Jos6  Manuel  de  Almeida. 

Treasury,  Antonio  Homen  do  Amaral. 

^'  Andrada^  one  of  the  most  popular  as  well 
as  learned  men  in  the  country,  was  named  by 
the  Emperor  ;  which  is  an  imperial  prerogative, 
granted  by  the  constitution,  on  the  vacation  of 
the  throne,  either  by  death  or  abdication."  • 

At  this  moment  the  old  gentleman  returned. 

*  In  December  1833  he  became  somewhat  unpopular,  and 
one  party  was  anxious  that  he  should  resign,  but  he  posi- 
tively refused. 


DOM    B£NTO.  4? 

He  was  about  five  feet  high,  broad  across  the 
shoulders,  and  rather  corpulent.     His  head  was 
small,  covered  with  a  short  stubborn  growth  of 
black  and  gray  hair — his  forehead  rather  low, 
with  bushy   eyebrows  —  small   twinkling  black 
eyes,  well  set  into  his  head — nose  somewhat  pug, 
and  a  large   mouth  filled  with  fine  teeth.     A 
constant  smile  played  over  the  old  man's  weather- 
beaten  countenance.     Though  near  sixty  years 
old,  he  displayed  great  animation  of  manner — it 
might  almost  be  called  fidgety — and  you  at  once 
conceded   that  he  was  a  fine  little  old  fellow. 
He  wore  a  short  gray  frock-coat,  with  black  vel- 
vet collar  and  trimmings,  black  vest,  and  blue 
pantaloons,  over  laced  boots.    When  he  listened, 
he  thrust  his  hands  into  his  pockets,  and  alter- 
nately raised  and  let  himself  down  from  his  tip- 
toes, throwing  his  head  to  one  side,  and  seemed 
ready  to  laugh  in  your  face.     His  speech  was 
generally  broken,  and  he   snapped   his  fingers, 
threw  up  his  eyebrows,  and  sometimes  his  should- 
ers were  raised  so  slowly  and  significantly,  that 
you  might  very  reasonably  entertain  fears  that 
his  head  would  disappear  between  them,  like  a 
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turtle's  into   its   shell :  and  this  was  all  by  the 
way  of  punctuation. 

Brunner  presented  me  to  this  gentleman  as 
Dom  Bento,  his  father-in-law.  He  drew  me  by 
the  hand,  and  turning  his  head,  said,  '^Come, 
gentlemen,  de  soup  is  ready.*'  He  led  me  into 
a  dining-room,  and  continued,  ^^  Here  we  take 
our  lunch,  or  soup,  it  being  too  far  from  our 
dwelling  to  return  to  the  counting-house  after 
dinner,  and  too  long  to  fast  from  eight  in  the 
morning  till  sunset."  All  the  merchants,  at  least 
the  foreign  ones,  adopt  this  plan.  About  a 
dozen  persons  sat  down,  besides  several  clerks. 
The  repast  consisted  of  soup  and  bouilli,  with 
yams,  &c.  and  wine  and  fruit. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

MoKiim.  —  Aqueduct,  —  N^ro  Life.  —  Banana-tree. — Fa- 
riaha. -— Policemen.  —  Enchanting  View.  —  Slave  of  a 
Naturalist. — Casa  da  Agua. 

The  Museum  is  open  daily  to  the  public 
from  twelve  until  two  o'clock,  and,  as  it  should 
be  everywhere  with  institutions  of  the  kind,  the 
admission  is  free  to  everybody.  Brunner  and 
I  visited  it,  however,  early  in  the  morning,  by 
special  favour.  The  utility  of  a  national  mu- 
seum, where  access  may  be  had  at  all  proper 
times,  free  of  expense,  is  incalculable  ;  and  par- 
ticularly to  a  country  which  depends,  like  ours, 
upon  the  general  information  of  its  inhabitants 
for  the  existence  of  its  government.  Our  optics 
collect  much  more  rapidly,  and  preserve  more 
faithfully,  information  or  knowledge  than  any 
of  our  senses ;   and  what  is  thus  once  acquired 

VOL.   I.  E 
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is  seldom  forgotten.  A  museum  established 
under  proper  regulations  would  create  a  taste 
for  natural  science^  and  enable  talent  in  the  most 
indigent  circumstances  to  gain  knowledge^  which 
could  hardly  fail  to  make  the  possessor  a  better 
man  and  a  more  useful  member  of  society. 

This  collection  occupies  several  rooms,  com- 
municating with  each  other,  in  the  second  story 
of  a  building  at  the  corner  of  the  Pra9a  d' Acclama^ 
9ao.  The  cabinet  of  minerals  is  certainly  a  very 
good  one,  probably  equal  to  any  one  on  this 
continent  in  the  metallic  specimens  and  precious 
stones.  The  birds  are  badly  prepared,  most  of 
them  being  without  eyes,  and  many  are  lying 
on  their  sides.  The  curators  are  at  present 
(1831)  arranging  them  according  to  the  classifi- 
cation by  Cuvier.  The  native  Indian  curiosities 
are  numerous ;  some  of  the  war-dresses,  which 
are  composed  of  feathers  of  many  brilliant  colours, 
are  really  beautiful.  Besides  these,  which  are 
of  chief  interest,,  being  of  this  country,  there  are 
many  foreign  curiosities  and  specimens  of  natural 
history.  In  one  of  the  apartments  there  are 
several  very  good  pictures,  and  two  or  three 
sarcophagi.      During  our  visit  every  attention 
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was  extended  to  us,  and  I  left  deeply  impressed 
with  the  kindness  and  urbanity  of  the  curators. 

We  passed  along  one  side  of  the  '*  Campo  San- 
ta Ana^**  now  called  the  **  Acclama^ao,''  towards 
the  Aqueduct.    After  turning  two  or  three  streets, 
which  are  not  so  much  frequented  as  either  the 
Rua  d'Ouvidor  or  Rua  Direita,  we  came  beneath 
that  part  of  this  great  work  which  is  carried  over 
a  valley  two  hundred  yards  wide,  supported  on 
two  rows  of  arches,  one  resting  upon  the  other, 
at  a  height  of  eighty  or  ninety  feet.     In  the 
streets  through  which  we   had  just    walked,  I 
observed  that  a  favourite  pastime  with  a  large 
part  of  the  female  community  is  to  loll  out  of 
the  window,  supporting  the  trellis  shutter,  which 
opens  upwards,  against  the  head ;    thus   every 
thing  falls    under  their  notice,  while  they  are 
quite  per  dues,  except  to  persons  on  the  same  side 
of  the  street.     This  habit  is  not  confined  to  fe- 
males alone:  men,  almost  en  cueipo,  are  often 
seen  idling  in  this  way  for  hours  together.     In 
this  climate,  trellis  shutters  supply  the  place  of 
blinds  and  sash. 

We  turned  to  the  right,  and  ascending  the 
hill  towards  the  Corcovado,  passed  a  number  of 

E  3 
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Xegreases  washing  and  spreading  oot  their 
clothes  upon  the  grass  to  bleach.  On  the  sum* 
mit  of  this  hill,  which  is  at  least  two  hundred 
feet  high,  stands  the  ConTent  of  Santa  Teressa* 
The  windows  are  barred,  and  trellised,  and  sashed 
so  5ecurelT  as  almost  to  exclude  the  air  and  even 
the  light  of  day.  Near  this  spot  the  Aqueduct 
makes  an  angle,  in  which  there  is  built  a  huL 

*^  The  Negroes  who  lire  in  thb  cottage,"  said 
Brunner,  ''spend  time  in  drowsy  laziness:  all 
their  wants  being  supplied  by  their  garden,  they 
seldom  descend  to  the  city." 

"  But  thcT  must  labour  at  certain  seascms  to 
make  that  produce." 

'^  Not  so.  The  soil  is  so  fertile,  that,  with 
little  more  exertion  or  attention  than  is  required 
to  cast  the  seed  upon  it,  a  plentiful  crop  is  pro- 
duced!" 

"  But  this  little  spot  will  not — cannot  yield 
them  their  entire  sustenance;  it  may  provide 
fruit  and  yegetables,  but  they  also  require  bread 
and  animal  food  r 

''  They  seldom  see  bread  or  meat,  unless  it  be 
in  the  form  of  '  farinha'  or  tapioca,  and  this  a 
little  labour  supplies ;  if  they  do  not  get  it,  for 
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those  who  have  so  few  wants  the  banana  forms 
a  substitute."  The  banana  requiring  neither 
care  nor  toil  in  cultivation^  becomes  as  useful 
as  wheat  itself.^  A  few  months  are  sufficient  to 
produce  the  fruit  from  the  sucker  (by  which  it 
is  propagated  )>  and  ail  the  attention  necessary 
is  to  soften  the  soil  about  its  roots^  and  every 
year  or  two  cut  off  those  stocks  which  have 
been  productive.  When  green^  the  fruit  will 
yield  a  species  of  flour  equal  to  that  of  rice ; 
when  ripe,  it  is  delicious  to  the  palate,  and  high- 
ly nutritious.  Eight  or  ten  large  bananas  are 
sufficient  food  for  a  man  during  a  whole  day. 
This  plant  not  only  affords  bread  and  fruit,  but 
also  a  very  fine  sugar  may  be  extracted  from 
the  latter.  It  enables  man  to  live  almost  with-* 
out  labour,  and  its  ample  leaves  shade  him  from 
a  tropical  sun. 

It  is  really  a  beautiful  plant.  It  grows  about 
twelve  feet  high ;  its  branches  or  leaves  are  a 
foot  broad,  and  from  six  to  eight  feet  long ;  they 
unite  at  the  base  and  spread  asunder  at  the  top. 
When  the  leaf  first  appears,  it  is  rolled,  and  rises 
from  amidst  those  which  are  already  expanded ; 
*  See  Humboldt's  New  Spain.  Dennis,  Histoire  du  Br£sil. 
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and  when  mature^  unfolds  itself  into  a  spathe, 
and  droops  with  the  rest.  The  fruit  is  produced 
in  a  large  conical  or  pear-shaped  mass  at  the 
end  of  the  stalky  which  bends  towards  the  earth 
by  its  weight.  This  mass  consists  of  loricating 
leaves,  which  enclose  the  young  fruit.  As  it 
ripens,  the  leaves  curl  up  and  drop  off,  disclosing 
a  circle  of  bananas,  attached  by  their  bases  to 
the  stalk;  the  second  and  third  circle  appear, 
but  smaller  than  the  first,  because  the  nutritive 
juices  are  less,  and  at  last  the  stalk  is  terminated 
with  a  plummet-shaped  end  and  abortive  blos- 
soms. At  first  the  colour  of  the  fruit  is  green ; 
but  as  it  ripens,  turns  yellow — a  beautiful  king's 
yellow,  which  contrasts  finely  with  the  clear 
maize-green  of  the  leaves. 

''  In  my  walks  through  the  city,  I  have  seen 
a  great  deal  of  the  *  farinha'  you  speak  of,  and 
I  am  told  it  forms  a  chief  article  of  diet  with 
the  slave  population." 

'*  It  is  not  only  extensively  used  by  the  slaves 
and  lower  classes  of  Whites  in  Rio,  but  forms  a 
standing  dish  on  the  tables  of  the  rich,  made 
into  various  desserts.  This  Jatropha  Manihot 
is  the  great  substitute  for  all  bread  stuffs      It 
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is  prepared  without  trouble^  and  will  keep  for 
any  length  of  time  without  suffering  from  the 
attacks  of  insects." 

We  followed  the  Aqueduct   in   its  windings 
and  ascents  for  two  miles>  and  passed  by  a  hut 
of  reeds  and  mud>  built  on  the  very  verge  of 
the  precipice.      Before   the  door^  which  faced 
the  Aqueduct,  were   extended   on  the  ground 
two  men,  resting  their  heads  on   their  hands, 
with  the  elbow  on  the  earth.     They  were  list- 
less, drowsy,    lazy.     Beside  them  were  two  or 
three  hounds,  their  long  Spanish  or  Portuguese 
fowling-pieces  and  knives.      A  third   man  was 
leaning  against  the  hut,  sustaining  a  pipe  with 
his  left  hand,  while  his  right  was  applied  across 
his  breast  to  support  his  left  elbow.     His  eyes 
were  fixed  upon  the  ground.     A  little  beyond 
the  hut  were  two  slaves,  chained  together  by 
the  ankles,  sweeping  the  path ;   they  were  en- 
tirely naked,  with  the  exception  of  the  loins, 
which  were  girded  with  a  piece  of  blue  cotton 
stuff.     Their  masters  wore  large  trousers  of  no 
definite  colour,  with  shirts  which  had  once  been 
white,  but  from  negligent  ablution,  or  no  ablu- 
tion, now  appeared  of  a  smoky  yellow.     They 
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had  neither  caps  nor  shoes;  one  of  the  recum- 
bents,  however,  held  his  toes  in  a  pair  of  slip* 
pers. 

When  we  came  up,  the  dogs  commenced  growl- 
ing and  muttering,  and  rolling  their  eyes  upon 
us,  but  without  raising  their  long  noses  from  the 
ground.  The  man  lying  nearest  the  path,  laid 
his  hand  upon  the  collar  of  one  of  them,  and 
they  all  became  quiet.  When  we  were  near 
enough  to  have  trodden  on  the  fellow,  he  slowly 
drew  up  his  legs,  and  made  an  effort  to  fish 
with  his  toe  one  of  the  slippers,  which  was 
dropped  in  the  movement;  but  he  failed,  and 
assuming  a  look  of  resignation,  permitted  it  to 
remain  at  the  risk  of  being  walked  over.  The 
one  leaning  against  the  house  raised  his  eyes, 
and  scowling  upon  us  from  under  a  profusion 
of  black  uncombed  hair,  muttered  a  sort  of 
salutation,  but  without  moving  a  muscle  —  the 
very  smoke  escaped  from  his  mouth  without 
receiving  an  impulse. 

"  You  would  never  guess,*'  said  Brunner, 
^*  that  these  are  the  police  or  watchmen  sta- 
tioned here  to  prevent  robberies  from  being 
committed  by  runaway  slaves,  who  hide  them- 
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selves  in  the  mountain  thickets,  and  elude  every 
effort  made  to  apprehend  them." 

Just  before  arriving  at  the  hut  above  men* 
tionedy  there  is  a  break  in  the  Aqueduct,  and 
the  path  changes  from  the  right  to  the  left  side 
of  the  work.  From  this  spot  we  enjoyed  a  most 
enchanting  bird's-eye  view.  To  the  northward 
and  westward  runs  a  valley  sprinkled  with 
gardens  and  hamlets ;  beyond  the  vale  rise  the 
Palace  of  San  Christovao  and  the  ch&teau  of 
the  Marchioness  of  Santos ;  a  lake  spreads  its 
peaceful  waters  to  the  scented  air ;  the  bay  is 
filled  with  shipping,  and  dotted  with  green  is- 
lands ;  and  the  town  of  Praya  Grande,  in  mini- 
ature from  distance,  is  seen  on  the  opposite 
shore.  On  the  other  hand,  far  below,  is  a  deep 
glen,  where  white  cottages  contrast  with  the 
deep  green  of  the  coffee-tree  and  the  gold  of  the 
orange  ;  the  Sugar  Loaf  stood  high,  and  before 
us  the  Corcovado,  still  higher  and  wilder,  almost 
overhung  our  path. 

'*  Lakes,  forests,  cities,  plains  extending  wide, 
The  pomp  of  kings,  the  shepherd's  humble  pride.** 

We  continued  our  walk.     The  path  was  less 
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beaten,  and  the  sward  yielded  to  the  foot  like 
the  richest  carpet.  The  whole  way  was  •'  flowery, 
wild,  and  sweet.**  All  was  hushed.  Our  steps 
frequently  disturbed  ''the  green  and  speckled 
lizards,**  that  darted  from  the  sunshine  of  the 
path  and  side  of  the  Aqueduct  to  the  shade 
of  their  retreats  in  some  crevice  of  the  work. 
A  few  wild  notes  struck  the  ear,  and  the  gay 
winged  butterflies  sported  in  seeming  dalliance 
with  each  other,  ever  and  anon  resting  upon  the 
flowers  which  in  every  direction  were  blooming 
around  us,  while  the  golden-crested  humming- 
bird sipped  the  nectar  which  nature  had  prepar- 
ed. But  man  will  not  permit  all  this  in  quiet. 
The  cabinet  of  the  naturalist  and  amateur  must 
be  filled  with  **  specimens,'*  and  both  butterfly 
and  bird  lose  their  lives  for  the  party-colour  of 
their  down,  and  the  gay  varying  tints  of  their 
plumage. 

Presently  we  met  a  man  sweeping  a  gauze 
net  through  the  air,  and  pinning  the  insects 
which  he  caught  upon  his  hat.  He  was  a  tall 
raw-boned  Mulatto,  under  a  broad-brimmed  hat, 
stuck  full  of  insects  writhing  and  fluttering  in 
the  agonies  of  death.     His  white  cotton  jacket 
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might  have  been  mistaken  for  a  pincushion^  the 
sleeves  and  lapels  were  so  full  of  pins.  Though 
barefooted,  he  was  tidy.  A  bag,  containing 
gauze,  thread,  &c.  for  a  net,  to  replace  that 
on  his  pole  should  it  be  torn,  was  slung  on  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  a  large,  light  wooden 
box,  to  receive  his  game.  At  our  request  he 
showed  to  us  the  result  of  his  day's  excursion, 
and  appeared  gratified  by  our  notice  of  him ; 
his  box  was  half-full  of  butterflies  and  various 
insects. 

After  parting  with  him,  Brunner  asked  whe- 
ther I  thought  this  man  badly  or  inhumanely 
treated. 

**  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  this  man  is  a 
slave  r 

''  He  is  a  slave,  and  belongs  to  a  German,  who 
gains  a  living  by  making  collections  of  birds, 
insects,  shells,  &c.  which  he  sells  to  travellers. 
He  has  several  slaves  whom  he  has  taught  to 
prepare  these  specimens,  and  two  or  three  others 
who  hawk  them  about  the  streets." 

When  we  arrived  at  the  ''Casa  da  Agua," 
which  is  four  miles  from  the  city,  we  determin- 
ed to  rest.     The  ''  Casa  da  Agua"  is  a  covered 
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basin  or  receptacle  for  the  water,  which  rushes 
down  the  n)ountain  in  a  narrow  stream.  A  slab 
set  in  the  wall  bears  date  1744^  the  time  of 
commencing  the  work,  and  1807>  the  period  of 
its  repair. 

Just  above  the  *'  Casa  da  Agua''  is  a  broad 
spreading  rock,  in  the  surface  of  which  are 
several  slight  excavations,  filled  with  limpid 
water  by  tiny  rills  which  wander  from  the  main 
stream.  The  rocks  rise  nearly  perpendicular 
around  this  spot;  the  shade  was  perfect,  and 
the  air  perfumed  with  sweet  odours. 

While  viewing  the  scene,  and  deliberating 
whether,  in  spite  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
we  should  continue  our  walk  to  the  observatory 
on  the  Corcovado,  still  a  thousand  feet  above 
us,  and  only  to  be  reached  by  a  long,  circuitous, 
and  laborious  path,  a  Negro  parted  the  bushes 
next  the  valley  below,  and  stood  nearly  naked 
before  us.  He  removed  a  piece  of  a  woollen 
cap  from  his  head  in  token  of  respect,  and 
saluted  us  with  '^  Viva,  Senhores,"  grinning  in 
the  height  of  good-nature.  He  might  have 
been  forty  years  of  age  ;  he  was  well-made,  and 
remarkably  athletic;  yet  his  figure  was  that  of 
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a  youth  of  twenty.  His  temples  were  tattooed, 
and  his  teeth  cut  off  diagonally.  His  whole 
dress  consisted  of  a  pair  of  coarse  loose  breeches. 
We  asked  him  many  questions :  he  told  us  that 
he  had  been  brought  from  Mozambique  when 
young,  but  he  did  not  express  any  desire  to 
return,  nor  any  regret  for  the  loss  of  his  parents. 
With  some  hesitation  he  accepted  of  a  cigar, 
and  it  was  some  time  before  he  was  persuaded 
to  light  it :  when  he  did,  however,  he  puffed 
in  ecstasies,  and  I  concluded  that  he  had  never 
before  regaled  himself  with  a  real  Havana,  and 
said  so.  Brunner  replied,  that  it  was  not  the 
cigar  which  gave  him  pleasure,  but  the  honour 
which  he  conceived  he  was  receiving  at  our 
hands.  In  all  probability,  a  white  man  had 
never  addressed  him  except  in  a  sharp  impera- 
tive tone. 

He  went  his  ways,  and  we  sat  ourselves  down 
upon  the  rock  and  lighted  our  cigars. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Openu— Brazilian  Ladies.— The  Ballet. — The 

CurreDcy. 

The  night  on  which  I  visited  the  opera,  •*  La 
Italiana  in  Algeri"  was  performed  in  a  masterly 
style.    The  scenery  was  good,  and  the  orchestra 
full  and  efficient.     The  company  is  composed  of 
Italians,  brought  here  by  the  Emperor  Pedro  I. 
The  house  is  large,  and  contains  one  hundred 
and   twelve    boxes,    besides    the   imperial   box, 
which  fronts  the  stage.      The  pit  is  extensive, 
and  the  seats  are  separated  from  each  other  like 
arm-chairs,  and  some  are  so  arranged  that  they 
may  be  kept  under  lock  and  key.     The  promp- 
ter is  placed  in  front  of  the  stage  so  conspicuous- 
ly that  the  dramatic  illusion  is  in  a  great  degree 
lost.     A  box  or  wooden  hood  is  built  about  two 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  stage,  and  in  the  cen- 
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ire  of  the  stage-lights^  intended  to  conceal  him^ 

but  answers  the  end  very  badly ;  for  as  his  eyes 

follow  the  lines  of  his  book,  his  head^  generally 

coYered  with  a  white  net  cap^  crowned  with  a 

tassel,  is  seen  moving  from  side  to  side ;  and  his 

Toice  sometimes  rises  above  that  of  the  actors^ 

so  that  at  times  they  seem  only  to  gesticulate 

while  he  reads.      The  house  is  dimly  lighted 

with  dingy  tallow-candles.      Order  is  preserved 

and  enforced  by  a  number  of  black  soldiers  dis- 

tributed  through  the  pit. 

The  house  was  fuU^  which  argued  much  in 
favour  of  the  musical  taste  of  Brazil.  The  ladies 
were  dressed  much  in  the  style  of  our  own  belles, 
and  wore  the  hair  high  on  the  top  of  the  head, 
oraamented  with  artificial  flowers  made  of  fea- 
thers ;  these  are  beautiful,  and  are  the  best  imi- 
tation of  natural  flowers  I  have  seen :  they  are 
made  in  the  convents  at  Bahia.  Jewellery  is 
more  fashionable  than  with  us.  Many  dark  eyes, 
lively  countenances,  and  fine  busts  appeared  in 
the  dress  row,  yet  I  will  not  say  the  ladies  were 
handsome ;  I  complained  of  the  immoveable, 
placid,  unmeaning  expression  of  most  of  the  faces, 
but  I  did  not  quarrel  with  the  brunetteU  of  their 
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complexion.  There  was  not  a  female  in  the  pit ; 
Negroes  and  Whites  were  promiscuously  mixed. 
After  the  opera  there  was  some  fine  dancing ; 
but,  according  to  my  notion^  the  performers 
should  diminish  the  extent  of  their  genuflexions, 
and  increase  the  thickness  and  longitude  of  their 
dresses :  they  appeared 

<<  In  very  thin  clothing,  and  but  little  of  it.*' 

This  over,  we  walked  into  the  coffee-room. 
Blacks  and  Whites  were  gay  and  noisy,  eating 
and  drinking  together,  apparently  on  the  most 
intimate  terms  of  equality.  We  next  ascended 
to  a  small  bar  in  the  fourth  tier,  where  several 
gentlemen  were  refreshing  themselves  with  lemon- 
ade, orgeat,  and  similar  beverages.  The  Brazi- 
lians are  a  temperate  people,  seldom  drink  in  the 
evening,  and  usually  confine  their  libations  to 
wine — and  that.  Port.  The  annual  consumption 
of  Oporto  wine  is  32,000  pipes  of  145  gallons 
each,  equal  to  4,640,000  gallons !  The  import 
duty  is  only  six  dollars  the  pipe. 

I  gave  the  bar-keeper  a  Spanish  dollar  to  pay 
for  some  lemonade.  He  balanced  it  on  his  finger, 
and  offered  to  change  it  for  four  *'  petaks,'* 
which  is  little  more  than  one-half  of  its  value. 


CURRENCY.  65 

I  insisted  that  it  was  worth  two  **  mihreisj**  and 
K?eral  native  gentlemen  present  told  him  the 
same  thing ;  hut  it  was  some  time  before  he  was 
satisfied^  and  at  last  said,  ^^Well,  I  am  doing 
this  at  a  great  risk,  and  I  fear  I  shall  lose  both 
money  and  lemonade." 

I  remarked  to  Brunner  that  there  appeared  to 
be  a  great  difficulty  in  the  rate  of  exchange. 

"  Yes,**  he  replied,  "  it  is  owing  to  the  fluctua- 
ting value  of  the  currency,  which  changes  almost 
daily.  At  present,  a  Spanish  dollar  is  worth 
seventy-two  *  vintems*,  or  1,440  reis  in  copper, 
and  2,000  reis  in  the  paper  of  the  bank  of  Brazil. 
By  this  you  will  find  that  copper  is  at  a  premium 
of  about  S8  per  cent.  A  thousand  hard  dollars 
will  be  received  in  trade  at  1,920  reis  each,  but 
to  purchase  the  same  number  each  one  will  cost 
2,020  reis.*** 

"  Then  it  is  necessary,  when  transacting  busi- 
ness, to  be  always  well  informed  of  the  value  of 
money.  I  have  noticed  in  the  market,  that 
money  has  a  different  value  at  stalls  only  a  few 
yards  apart ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  difficulty,  it  is 

*  December  1883 — ^The  exchange  has  risen;  the  dollar 
is  DOW  worth  only  1,300  reis. 

VOL.    I.  P 
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Ws  »  icmt:  w  uie  maatw<iaiigers,  who  give 
cnrcer  ix  SLTier  «x  a  tot  small  {wemiam." 

*  Y& :  zd  Toc  ime  liy  it.  Tbey  say  that  cop* 
per  3«  K  A  zctmcnm  at  SS^  per  cent. ;  and  when 
tjiej  c^klk  a  KU  ctf  10,000  leis,  they  calculate 
likf  iz&'oiz::  cc  du:  amoonty  instead  of  the  cop- 
"ptT  vibc^  T£«i  racionre.  and  thus  yoo  lose  about 

~  Is  DM  t^  hank  paper  as  good  as  cop- 
pa*  !  Neither  can  be  made  a  tender  out  of  the 
oMintTT.  and  I  scpposae  the  bank  will  redeem  its 


~  The  paper  never  will  be  redeemed ;  though 
it  15  said  that  the  bank  has  sufficient  in  its  raults 
to  do  so.  The  co(^ier  has  an  intrinsic  value; 
lor  when  the  wm^  comes  to  the  worst,  we  can 
make  it  into  pans,  and  besides,  to  the  northern 
provinces  it  is  nearly  a  par  remittance.*" 
**  Then  the  bank  is  not  a  national  one  f 
-  No.  It  was  chartered  to  a  company :  the 
government  became  indebted  to  it,  and  being 
unable  to  pay,  assumed  the  management  of  the 
bank,  and,  to  enchance  its  credit,  endorsed  the 
notes,  which  only  circulate  within  the  province  of 
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Rio  de  Janeiro.     The  other  provinces  have  their 
respectiTe  banks." 

^  Still,  I  do  not  understand  why  the  value  of 
money  should  diange  almost  daily.  I  may  sell 
goods  to-day  for  a  certain  sum,  and  to-morrow 
they  may  be  of  one-third  less  value." 

''Such  is  the  fact  This  fluctuation  is  only 
attributable  to.  the 'frequent  exportation  of  large 
afflounts  of  copper  to  the  north.'' 

*^  Then  the  bimk  must  make  large  dividend^ 
if  it  does  much  businesi}  V 

^^  Technically  peaking,  the  ban^  does  no  busi- 
ness whatever.  It  receives  deposits,  but  does 
not  discount ;  and  the  only  souroe  of  profit  is  its 
property,  and  the  loss  or  wearing  out  of  its 
notes.** 

^  Goods  must  pay  a  handsome  advance  on  the 
invoice  to  yield  profit,  while  the  rate  of  exchange 
is  80  high  ?*' 

^  Such  would  be  the  case  if  remittances  were 
made  to  the  United  States  in  coin  ;  this  country 
affords,  however,  good  returns  in  coffee,  hides, 
sugars,  &c.  and  when  bills  are  wanted,  they  are 
always  negotiated  on  European  houses.'' 

F  2 
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The  inconvenience  wliich  would  have  resulted 
in  the  I'nited  States  firom  the  establishment  of 
the  small  money  unit,  proposed  by  Robert  Morris 
the  financier,  is  practically  illustrated  at  Rio. 
A  dollar  at  par  contains  one  thousand  parts, 
called  ^  reis,**  and  hence  the  dollar  is  termed  a 
**  milrei«^  A  trifling  accompt,  to  persons  uncquaint- 
ed  with  the  currency,  is  an  alarming  document ; 
the  gross  amount  of  a  bill  for  ten  dollars  is  re- 
presented by  five  figures.  This  makes  calcula- 
tion *  tedious,  and  to  strangers  embarrassing. 
Americans  require  their  bills  reduced  to  dollars, 
and  Englishmen  must  have  them  in  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence,  before  they  understand 
them. 

The  following  is  a  specimen  of  a  Brazilian 
accompt,  rendered  by  the  English-speaking 
clerk. 

Rio  Janeins  Dec  1833. 

Dr. 

To  Louieada  &  Ca. 

2  Dus*iiB  Pbrt  wine                     8,000  re.  16,000  re. 
1  Barel  Mackrels 10,000 

3  Duins  Clarei 15,000 

50  lb.  Indian  Meal 5,000 

i  lb.  Nuunegs  1,600 

Carried  forward  47,600 
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Brought  forward  47,600 


46|  lb.  Ham 

280  rs. 

.     13,020 

5  Duz'ds  Fowb 

7^00 

37,500 

500  Onona 

.      1,800 

9,000 

I  lb.  Aaapice    . 

•        •        •        • 

1,600 

32  Duz'na  Eggs 

860 

.    8,280 

68  lb.  Butter 

320 

21,760 

y^ietablea 13,000 


Total,     151,760  rs. 


*'  Dollars  at  1,280  reis,  makes  1 18  -Mr  dollars." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  Cale9a. — Picturesque  View. — The  Botanic  Garden. — 
A  Peep  at  Court. — A  Vision Reception  by  the  Emperor. 

Early  one  morning  we  seated  ourselves  in  a 

'*  calef  a,'*  and  set  off  to  visit  the  Botanic  Garden. 

The  *'  caleija"  is  a  kind  of  gig  or  chaise,  which 

has  the  body  hung  in  advance  of  the  axle,  and 

betwixt  a  pair  of  huge   clumsy  wheels,   made 

gaudy  with  paint  and  gilt,  not  however  in  the 

best  taste.    A  leather  curtain  in  front  serves  to 

skreen   ladies   from  admiration  and  gentlemen 

from  dust,  when  they  do  not  care  for  the  scenery 

through  which  they  ride.     To  this  vehicle  two 

mules  are  harnessed  abreast ;  one  in  the  shafts, 

and  the  other  on  the  outside  to  bear  the  "  cale- 

9ero,"  in   his   grotesque  livery   and  big  boots. 

Though  a  hackman,  he  wears  a  uniform,  which 
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is  sometimes  a  green  coatee  with  red  trimmings 
and  white  steel  buttons ;  at  others^  a  blue  coatee 
with  yellow  collar  and  cuffi.  Armed  with  a 
heavily-loaded  whip,  he  bestrides  his  little  sad- 
dle, and  lashes  and  spurs  the  mules  from  the 
start.  In  spite  of  appearances,  however,  our 
cale^a  proved  to  be  a  very  commodious  and  easy- 
going carriage,  and  whirled  us  along  at  the  rate 
of  five  or  six  miles  the  hour. 

We  rolled  through  several  streets,  and  emerg- 
ed from  the  city  upon  the  Praya  do  Flamingo, 
whence  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  harbour  and 
shipping.  Our  carriage  was  soon  passing  a  hand- 
some chateau,  which  was  shut,  and  apparently 
uninhabited.  This  was  one  of  the  ex- Emperor's 
retreats.  Next  we  came  in  sight  of  the  peaceful 
waters  of  Botafogo,  shut  in  and  almost  land- 
locked by  high  and  irregular  hills,  whose  shadows 
were  trembling  on  the  surface  of  the  bay,  now 
glittering  in  the  first  beams  of  the  rising  sun. 
The  whole  shore  is  studded  with  houses  and  gar- 
dens, and  the  morning  air  came  perfumed  with 
flowers,  and  conveyed  delight  in  every  breath. 

*'  Not  all  the  charms  that  ethnic  fancy  gave 
To  blessed  arbours  o  er  the  western  wave, 
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Could  wake  a  dream  more  soothing  or  sublime, 
Of  bowers  ethereal  and  the  spirit's  clime  I" 

At  the  head  of  the  bay  we  turned  to  the  right : 
the  country  was  beautifully  picturesque.  About 
four  miles  from  town  the  road  lies  between  a 
lake^  which  is  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a  nar- 
row strip  of  land^  at  one  place  so  low  that  the 
sea  not  unfrequently  finds  its  way  over  it^  and 
the  irregular  hills  which  terminate  in  the  almost 
overhanging  Corcovado.  Tiny  rills  gush  from 
the  sides  of  the  mountain,  and  leap  in  miniature 
cascades  down  its  side,  fertilizing  the  ground  over 
which  they  pass.  From  this  spot  we  saw  a  large 
square  mountain,  which  is  considered  an  excellent 
land-mark  in  making  the  harbour  of  Rio  ;  from  its 
supposed  resemblance  to  a  ship's  topsail  it  is 
called  "  la  gavia.*'  At  this  spot  a  redoubt  of 
stone,  mounting  four  guns,  effectually  protects 
the  southern  part  of  this  route  to  the  city. 
About  two  miles,  or  perhaps  less,  beyond  the 
lake,  is  the  Botanic  Garden ;  one  of  the  spots 
usually  visited  by  travellers,  and  which  will  al- 
ways pay  them  for  their  pains.  When  our  cale9a 
halted  before  the  iron  gate,  it  was  opened  by  a 
negro,  who  afterwards  became  our   guide,  and 
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pointed  out  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the 

garden. 
The  Botanic  Garden  was  established  by  Dom 

Leandro  do  Sacramento.  It  covers  a  surface  of 
about  four  acres,  laid  out  in  alleys  and  beds, 
which  are  kept  in  fine  order.  It  contains  a  large 
number  of  exotics,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  tea 
plant,  which  was  introduced  to  ascertain  whether 
this  climate  was  suitable  for  its  culture.  So  de- 
sirous was  the  Emperor  of  naturalizing  it,  that 
he  imported  a  Chinese,  with  his  family,  to  attend 
solely  to  the  cultivation  of  this  plant.  Thus  far  it 
promises  well,  and  in  time  may  become  of  import- 
ance to  the  country.  This  garden  produced  (I 
thmk  in  18S0)  forty  "  arrobas**  (thirty-two  lbs.) ; 
m  San  Pablo,  El  Senhor  Dom  Jose  Arouche  de 
Toledo  Rendon  gathers  annually  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  arrobas ;  in  the  province  of  Las  Minas 
are  gathered  about  twenty  arrobas ;  besides  other 
places  of  which  we  have  no  account.  In  1826, 
shoots  were  sent  to  Maranan^  but  perished  from 
the  dryness  of  the  season. 

In  different  places  are  turf  seats^  and  benches 
shaded  by  trees  and  surrounded  by  every  variety 
of  flowers.     Within  a  short  distance   of  each 
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Other,  are  growing  arrow-root^  sago^  cardamom, 
cinnamon,  cloves,  and  the  bread-fruit  tree  wdgh- 
ed  down  with  its  own  production.  Nature  and 
art  have  produced  wonders  here !  While  we 
rested  in  the  shade  of  the  beautifiil  Jacca-tree, 
the  song  of  birds,  and  the  odours  of  spices  and 
flowers,  fell  soothingly  upon  the  senses. 

The  only  plant  of  which  we  were  not  permitted 
to  break  twigs,  is  a  small  bush  about  four  feet 
high,  termed  the  national  tree,  because  each  leaf 
contains  a  mixture  of  yellow  and  green,  the  co- 
lours of  the  Brazilian  flag.  Even  of  this,  how- 
ever, we  were  indulged  with  a  few  leaves. 

We  returned  to  the  city  at  eleven  o'clock, 
in  time  to  dress  to  visit  the  Court,  which  held  a 
levee  in  honour  of  the  anniversary  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  Brazil  from  the  throne  of  Portugal.* 

At  half-past  twelve  the  American  Legation 
reached  the  side  entrance  of  the  palace,  and 
alighting  from  the  cale^as,  made  way  through 
the  gate  to  the  stair.  As  we  ascended,  I  learned 
from  one  of  our  party,  that  wearing  gloves  or 
hats  in  the  imperial  presence  was  equally  con- 
trary to  etiquette.     I  had  been  instructed  in  the 

•  September  6th. 
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part  which  I  was  to  enact  in  the  pageant.  At 
the  head  of  the  stairs  and  entrance  of  the  saloon^ 
stood  an  halberdi^,  dressed  in  a  harlequin  suit 
of  green,  chequered  with  yellow  stripes  half  an 
inch  wide.  In  the  first  room^  which  was  hand- 
somely furnished,  were  several  gentlemen  of  the 
foreign  corps  diplomatique,  and  among  them  a 
Nuncio  from  the  Pope.  Of  course,  all  were  in 
thdr  court*dre8ses.  From  this  we  passed  into  a 
larger  room,  fitted  up  in  a  much  more  elegant 
numner.  Both  were  hung  with  portraits  and 
paintings  illustratiye  of  Brazilian  history^  which 
seemed  to  be  the  topic  of  conversation  with 
several  foreign  ministers,  who  were  waiting  for 
the  opening  of  the  court.  The  subject  of  one  of 
these  pictures  is  a  story  which,  I  presume,  every 
good  Portuguese  and  Brazilian  ought  to  believe. 
It  runs,  that  sbme  time  in  the  beginning  of  the 
twelfth  century,  the  Moors  and  Portuguese  were 
at  war ;  the  forcea  of  the  two  nations  were  very 
unequal ;  the  Moors  counted  three  hundred  thou-* 
sand  warriors,  while  the  Christian  army  scarcely 
numbered  thirteen  thousand  fighting  men.  Not- 
withstanding this  great  disparity  of  force,  Al- 
phonso  the  Portuguese  general  resolved  to  give 
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battle,  though  to  all  the  issue  seemed  not  to  be 
doubtful.  He  harangued  his  troops^  and  exhorted 
them  to  conquer  or  die^  rather  than  yield  to  the 
infidel.  Having  increased  their  confidence  by 
his  eloquence^  he  announced  the  following  day  to 
be  fixed  for  the  conflict,  and  that  Heaven  would 
manifest  some  extraordinary  sign  as  a  harbinger 
of  victory  I 

He  retired  to  his  tent,  and  read  in  the  Bible 
the  history  of  Gideon,  which  he  looked  upon  as 
similar  to  his  own.  While  asleep,  he  dreamed 
that  a  venerable  sage  appeared  and  promised  him 
the  victory!  This  vision  had  scarcely  passed 
away,  when  an  officer  informed  him  that  a 
strange  old  man  had  entered  the  camp,  and  was 
extremely  importunate  to  be  admitted  to  his 
presence.  Alphonso  ordered  the  stranger  to  be 
conducted  into  the  tent;  when'  he  entered,  the 
general  recognised  in  him  the  person  he  had  seen 
in  his  dream.  Without  waiting  for  interrogation, 
the  old  man  stated  that  he  was  a  fisherman,  and 
had  been  doing  penance  for  sixty  years  on  a 
neighbouring  mountain ;  that  he  had  now  come, 
by  command  of  God,  to  announce  victory  to  the 
arms  of  Portugal ;   adding,  ^^  when  you  hear  a 
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dock  strike,  go  forth  from  your  tent ;  you  will 
behold  a  bright  manifestation  of  what  Heaven  is 
doing  for  you !"  and  immediately  departed,  leav- 
ing Alphonso  filled  with  mingled  joy  and  surprise. 
Some  time  after  daybreak,  hearing  a  clock  strike, 
he  hastily  armed  himself,  and  sallied  from  the 
tent.  In  the  midst  of  a  flaming  cloud  he  beheld 
a  group  of  angels  supporting  a  crucifix !  A  clear 
voice  announced  the  victory,  and  that  the  sol- 
diers would  proclaim  Alphonso  king :  the  voice 
required  that  he  should  accept  and  wear  the 
crown ;  prophesying  that  he  would  henceforward 
glorify  God,  and  carry  his  religion  to  the  most 
distant  climates  in  the  world !  Alphonso  pro- 
strated himself,  and  declared  that  he  would  obey 
the  commands  thus  emanating  from  Heaven,  and 
begged,  in  case  his  people  should  ever  o£Pend, 
that  he  might  suffer  chastisement  in  their  stead. 
The  visioii  vanished,  and  the  victory  was  gained 
over  Ismael ! 

.  The  story  of  the  painting  was  just  concluded, 
when  the  right-hand  door  opened,  and  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen  of  the  Brazilian  household  en- 
tered. Dom  Pedro  II.  was  accompanied  by  his 
sisters   and  the  Regency.     The  dresses  of  the 
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members  of  the  court  were  splendid ;  that  of  the 
young  Emperor  was  neat  and  simple.  As:  they 
passed  through  the  rooms^  every  head  was  bowed 
in  salutation.  Presently  a  flourish  of  tifumpets, 
followed  by  a  grand  march  by  a  full  band^  pro- 
claimed the  opening  of  the  court.  We  had  all 
followed  into  the  anteroom.  In  a  few  momesits 
the  chamberlain  informed  the  corps  diplomatiqut 
that  his  Imperial  Highness  was  ready  to  receive 
them.  Those  who  had  resided  longest  near  this 
court  took  precedence,  and  followed  the  chamber- 
lain through  the  left-hand  door.  The  American 
Legation  was  last.  Our  Charge  preceded^  aihl 
the  officers  followed  according  to  rank^  at  about 
three  yards  from  each  other.  Oh  entering  the 
presence  we  all  bowed,  and  again  when  half-way 
up  to  the  dais,  and  repeated  the  reverence  imme^ 
diately  before  his  Highness.  Then  retreatii^, 
with  our  faces  towards  the  throne,  and  making 
three  bows,  we  made  our  exit  through  the  right* 
hand  door.  This  movement,  in  a  large  room,  is  far 
from  being  graceful ;  and  from  the  impediment 
experienced  by  the  clergy  in  consequence  of  wear- 
ing long  robes,  they  have  been  excused  from  this 
retrograde  step.  We  halted  in  the  room  where  the 
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had  met  us^  to  observe  those  who 
were  still  enteriDg  to  pay  their  court  to  the  in* 
fant  Emperor. 

The  throne-room  was  richly  hung  with  green 

velTct^  sprinkled  with  gold  and  silver  stars,  and 

the  floor  was  corered  with  a  bright-coloured 

carpet,  with  a  centre  medkllion  figure.     Dom 

Pedro  II.  who  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  his 

&thery  stood  upon  the  dais,  (an  elevation  of  one 

step,  on  which  the  throne  is  usually  placed,)  with 

the  Regency  on  his  right,  and  his  two  younger 

sisters  on  his  left  hand.      His  large  liquid  eyes 

wandered  from  one   person  to  another  with  an 

expression  of  half  indifference.     His  salutations 

were  stiff,  and  the  Princesses,  who  are  his  seniors* 

(he  is  not  six  years  old),  seemed  to  suffer  a  kind 

of  mauvaise  honte.    Ladies  and  lords,  and  officers 

bearing  their  respective  insignia,  stood  along  the 

walls  on  either  hand.     Many  of  the  courtiers 

were  arrayed  in  rich  suits  of  velvet  of  antiquated 

*  The  late  Empress  left  five  children:  Dona  Maria  de 
Gloria,  Queen  of  Portugal,  bom  April  4th,  1819;  Dona 
Jaouaria,  bom  March  11th,  1821  ;  Dona  Paulina  Mariana, 
bom  February  17th,  1823;  Dona  Francisca  Carolina,  born 
August  2nd,  1824;  and  Dom  Pedro  d* Alcantara  (now  Dom 
Pedro  II.),  born  December  2nd,  1825. 
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fashion^  and  wore  those  decorations  of  honour 
which  it  may  have  pleased  royalty  to  bestow 
upon  them. 

The  crowd  soon  began  to  move  out  of  the  pa- 
lace towards  their  carriages.  The  music  con- 
tinued^ conversation  was  gay^  everybody  wore 
a  holiday  face,  and  self- approbation  might  be 
read  in  every  countenance. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

A  Walk. — Negro  Laundry. — A  Ride.— Dom  Bento*s  House 
and  Grounds. — Culture  of  Coffee. — A  Dinner  Party. — 
Dom  Pedro  and  his  Empress.  —  A  Gourmand.  —  An 
English  Gentleman. — Brazilian  Ladies. 

On  Sunday  morning  I  strolled  about  the  city 
with  a  firiend.  Towards  Point  Gldria^  and  in 
front  of  a  large  building  once  occupied  as  a 
royal  residence^  is  a  garden^  or  rather  park. 
Large  trees  of  many  varieties^  amongst  which  are 
mangoes  and  acacias^  shade  the  alleys  and  walks^ 
which  lead  through  parterres  and  beds  of  flowers. 
I  Tisited  this  place  frequently^  because  I  thought 
it  a  promenade  for  ladies^  but  I  have  found  that 
nobody  resorts  there  save  a  few  old  men  and 
priests. 

After  viewing  the  bay  from  the  wall/  which  is 
washed  by  the  waves^  and  examining  a  bronze 

VOL.  I.  G 
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fountain  which  is  now  dry,  we  walked  to  where 
the  aqueduct,  elevated  on  arches,  passes  into  the 
city.  Near  it  was  a  crowd  of  Negroes  of  both 
sexes,  standing  half  leg  deep,  washing.  The 
lower  limbs  were  bare  to  the  hips,  and  their  dress 
tucked  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  pair  of  short  breeches.  The  clothes 
were  spread  about  on  the  banks  of  this  drain,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  sun.  Pieces  of  wardrobe  were 
undergoing  the  lavatory  process  by  being  beaten 
with  good  will  between  two  stones :  an  excellent 
test  of  the  strength  of  the  fabric,  and  which  saves 
the  hands  quite  as  well  as  our  best  constructed 
washing  machines.  The  operators  were  very 
gay.  Their  chattering  seemed  ceaseless;  yet 
its  monotony  was  relieved  occasionally  by  little 
bickerings  and  contentions,  which  arose  from 
slight  encroachments  made  by  one  or  another  on 
what  was  conceived  to  be,  by  priority  of  posses- 
sion, the  spot  or  pounding-stone  of  some  one  in- 
dividual. These  advantages  of  location  are  not 
unimportant ;  the  water  is  much  clearer  and  in 
greater  abundance  in  some  places  than  in  others. 
These  disputes  sometimes  led  to  blows,  and  then 
some  worthy  master's  linen  was  applied  very  un- 
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ceremoniously  about  the  ears  of  the  contending 
parties.  The  wenches  generally  came  off  victo- 
rious, much  to  the  amusement  of  the  crowd,  who 
displayed  their  approbation  and  white  teeth,  much 
to  the  annoyance  and  irritation  of  the  discomfited 
black,  who  was  sometimes  forced  to  move  higher 
up  the  stream.  This  scene  also  affords  amuse- 
ment to  the  neighbours,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  number  of  females  peeping  and  laughing 
from  the  windows  of  the  surrounding  houses. 

On  our  return  to  the  Pra^a  de  San  Jose  we 
met  Brunner,  who  insisted  upon  our  dining  with 
him  at  his  country  residence.  In  a  very  few 
minutes  our  party  had  increased  so  much  that 
several  cale^as*  were  necessary  to  carry  us.  I 
was  seated  with  my  friend,  and  we  set  off  at  a 
fine  trot.  As  soon  as  we  got  out  of  the  city,  the 
ride  became  so  pleasant  that  I  would  have  will- 
ingly prolonged  it^  Chateaus  and  plantations 
lined  the  road  on  both  sides.  An  air  of  luxury 
and  tranquillity  pervaded  most  of  them  ;  but  the 
retreats  of  Englishmen  could  be  distinguished  by 
the  great  comfort  and  neatness  that  characterise 
their  dwellings  in  every  part  of  the  world,  from 

*  Each  calef  a  accommodates  but  two  persons. 

O  2 
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those  belonging  either  to  Brazilian  or  Portuguese 
gentlemen.  The  air  was  perfumed  with  flowers 
and  firuits^  contrasting  most  delightfully  mth  that 
in  the  confined  streets  of  Bio. 

An  hour's  drive  brought  us  to  a  lane  running 
through  a  cofiee  plantation,  and  terminating  at 
the  door  of  Dom  Bento  TroYato's  house.  Our 
reception  was  cordial,  and  we  were  soon  convers- 
ing in  Spanish  or  in  French  with  the  daughters  of 
our  worthy  host.  His  son  carried  us  over  the 
magnificent  dwelling,  which  is  not  yet  entirely 
finished.  The  rooms  are  spacious,  and  adapted 
to  the  climate.  The  furniture  is  of  beautiful 
rose-wood,  and  most  of  it  has  been  made  on  the 
spot.  A  garden  of  flowers  has  been  cbmmetited, 
and  a  labyrinth  formed  in  it  afforded  amusement 
to  some  of  the  party,  who  found  themselves  en- 
tangled in  the  mazes  of  its  many  winding  patlis. 

Thousands  of  pounds  of  cofiee  are  gathered 
annually  on  this  plantation.  On  an  average, 
each  tree  yields  about  a  pound,  but  some  will 
yield,  when  taken  great  care  of,  three,  four,  and 
even  five  pounds,  but  that  is  not  usuaL  AH  l3iat 
is  reqmred  in  its  cultivation  is  occasionally  to 
loosen  the  earth  about  the  trees;  the  greatest 
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labour  is  in  gathering  and  drying  it^  and  without 
slaves  this  business  would  be  unproductive.  The 
coBke  is  gathered,  the  pod  taken  off — each  one 
contains  two  grains — and  spread  out  to  dry  in  a 
yard  with  a  tile  floor ;  its  quality  then  depends 
very  much  upon  the  care  taken  in  turning  it.  A 
great  deal  of  the  co£Pee  consumed  in  the  United 
States  is  from  this  place,  and  it  is  only  the  first 
quality  which  will  sell  there.  The  second  quality 
is  sent  to  Europe,  where,  in  many  places,  it  is 
parched  or  roasted  and  ground  before  it  is  sold. 
Though  not  a  tree  is  cultivated  beyond  a  hun- 
dred miles  from  Rio,  the  whole  world  might  be 
supplied  with  coffee  from  this  port  alone. 

The  coffee-tree  came  originally  from  Upper 
Ethiopia,  where  it  has  been  known  from  time 
immemorial,  and  is  still  cultivated  with  success. 
It  is  supposed  very  generally  that  a  Molacho,  a 
kind  of  priest,  named  ''  Chadely,''  was  the  first 
Arab  who  made  use  of  coffee ;  and  he  was  led  to 
it  to  free  himself  from  a  continual  somnolence 
which  interrupted  his  nocturnal  devotions  and 
prayers.  The  Derves  and  religious  Mussulmen 
imitated  him,  and  the  "  Legistas''  followed  their 
example.     From  the  coasts  of  the  Red  Sea  its 
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In  1652,  a  nerchant  named  "  Edward,"  on  his 
return  from  the  Lerant,  introduced  cofibe  into 
London.  The  English  were  pleased  with  it; 
and  since  that  time  its  use  has  been  adc^ted  OTer 
all  Europe  and  America*  but  to  a  moderate  ex- 
tent^ compared  with  countries  where  the  use  of 
wines  is  prohibited. 

In  Arabia  the  rich  only  partake  of  it,  while  the 
poor  make  an  infusion  from  the  shell  of  this  pre- 
cious berry.  It  is  said  to  be  clear,  not  so  bitter 
nor  so  strong  as  coffee.     Betalfagui,  a  city  of 
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Yemen,  is  its  great  mart  in  Arabia.     It  is  ex* 
ported  from  Mecca.* 

Before  dinner  the  time  was  passed  in  conver- 
sation and  listening  to  music;  several  pieces, 
of  which  Dom  Pedro  I.  is  the  composer,  and 
which  speak  well  for  his  taste,  were  played.  He 
is  passionately  fond  of  music,  and  there  are  very 
few  instruments  which  he  does  not  play  well. 
The  opera  company,  or  rather  the  musicians, 
were  not  unfrequently  brought  to  San  Christovao 
to  accompany  the  Emperor  in  his  concerts,  or  to 
play  his  compositions.  Mrs.  Brunner  was  fond  of 
speaking  of  the  Empress  Leopoldina,  with  whom 
she  was  intimately  acquainted,  and  described  her 
as  a  sociable  and  amiable  woman ;  she  attributes 
her  death  to  Dom  Pedro's  brutality.  The  pre- 
sent ex-Empress  was  also  highly  spoken  of,  but 
not  with  the  same  devotional  feeling  as  the  for- 
mer. She  is  much  beloved  by  the  Emperor,  and 
is  said  to  exercise  very  great  influence  over  him ; 
yet  he  spoke  to  her  once  so  harshly  at  table,  on 
board  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Warspite, 
that  she  retired  in  tears.     He  is  extremely  timid 

*  See  Establecimientos  Ultramarinos  por  Edwardo  Malo 
de  Luque.     Tomo  segundo.     Madrid,  1785. 
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at  sea :  on  their  passage  to  England  on  board  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Volage,  he  asked 
her  whether  she  was  not  afraid ;  **  Why  should 
I  be/'  she  replied,  **  while  I  see  the  captain  is 
notr 

Dom  Pedro  is  said  to  possess  a  considerable 
share  of  good-nature,  and  the  following  anecdote 
seems  to  bear  evidence  of  it.     A  midshipman, 

H ,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  some  four  or 

five  years  since,  followed  a  man  who  deserted 
from  his  boat  into  the  Palace,  where  the  sailor 

had  fled  in  hopes  of  eluding  pursuit.    Mr.  H 

rushed  by  the  sentinel,  and  by  mistake  got  into 
the  audience-room.  The  noise  occasioned  by  his 
abrupt  entry  led  the  Emperor  to  inquire  the 
cause;  and  when  informed  that  it  was  a  young 
naval  officer,  he  ordered  him  to  his  presence. 
The  midshipman  told  the  Emperor  that  he  had 
entered  the  Palace  in  pursuit  of  a  deserter,  and 
would  not  leave  it  till  he  should  find  him.  Dom 
Pedro  was  pleased  by  his  resolute  manner,  and 
extended  his  hand  to  be  kissed.  The  middy, 
however,  did  not  so  understand  him,  but  gave  it 
a  hearty  shake,  and  requested  the  Emperor  to 
allow  the  deserter  to  be  sought  and  delivered 
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up.     The  sailor  was  taken,  and  Mr.  H left 

the  Palace. 

A  few  days    afterwards^  the  Emperor,  when 

driying  four-in-hand,  met  Mr.  H .     He  drew 

up  the   horses,   and  extended  his  hand,  which 

Mr.  H shook  very  cordially,   and   told  his 

Highness  that  he  was  extremely  happy  to  see 
him.  The  Emperor  frequently  related  the  anec- 
dote, and  styled  Mr.  H — : —  his  "  young  Ameri- 
can friend." 

We  sat  down  to  dinner  at  three  o'clock.  The 
party  was  large.  There  was  .an  officer  there, 
belonging  to  one  of  the  men-of-war  in  the  bay, 
who  particularly  interested  me.  He  was  a  fat 
stout  man,  with  a  plump  Falstaff  rotundity  of 
person^  and  a  red  face,  flis  forehead  was  re- 
markably high,  rising  like  a  pyramid  above  his 
blonde  eyebrows;  but  it  was  narrow,  and  his 
whole  head  bore  no  slight  resemblance  to  a  trun- 
cated sugar-loaf.  It  has  shaken  my  faith  in  the 
doctrine  of  phrenology !  His  aquiline  nose  was 
placed  like  a  peeping  post  between  two  large 
prominent  eyes,  which,  like  jealous  neighbours, 
exercised  a  constant  surveillance  over  each  other's 
views.     This  gentleman  was  evidently  a  gour- 
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mandf  and  so  fond  of  eating  that  he  seldom 
spoke,  unless  for  the  purpose  of  recommending 
some  particular  sauce  or  good  dish  before  him. 
To  say  that  he  was  ^*  the  man  who  ate  up  all  the 
pudding/'  would  be  no  libel.  He  sat  next  to 
me.  After  devouring  a  portion  of  a  very  fine 
fish,  he  commenced  cleaning  his  plate^  with  his 
breads  of  the  compound  sauces  he  had  poured 
upon  it,  and  spoke  for  the  first  time  during  the 
whole  day.  "  Elegant  fish,  sir !  beautiful  soy !" 
Then  turning  his  head  to  one  side,  and  leaning 
over  the  table,  he  filled  his  mouth  with  a  piece 
of  bread  dripping  with  oil  and  fish-sauce.  He 
could  not  speak;  but  laying  his  hand  on  a  de- 
canter, nodded  to  me,  and  filled  his  glass.  The 
draught  was  swallowed  with  more  godt  than  I 
had  before  seen.  "  Delicious  Port  !'*  excldmed 
he,  in  rapture. 

The  fish  which  my  taciturn  fiiend  so  justly 
praised,  was  large,  and  resembled  the  sheep's 
head  in  form,  but  was  very  superior  to  it  in  flavour. 
It  is  much  esteemed  at  Rio,  and  is  rather  rare. 
The  great  price  given  for  it  is  an  evidence  of 
the  high  estimation  in  which  it  is  held.  Brunner 
told  me  that  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  have  been 
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paid  for  one  weighing  as  many  pounds.  Fish  of 
every  kind  pay  a  tithe  to  government  for  the 
support  of  hospitals* 

Opposite  to  my  officer  was  seated  a  fine-look- 
ing English  gentleman^  whose  shirt  bosom  was 
deeply  embroidered  and  closed  with  most  aristo- 
cratic diamond  buttons ;  besides^  he  wore  beau- 
tiiul  cambric  ruffles,  and  a  diamond  ring  on  his 
little  finger.    This  was  an  Attache  to  the  ■ 

Legation.  You  could  easily  perceive  that  he 
was  a  distinguished  man^  for  he  seldom  used  his 
fork,  but  scooped  up  the  morsels  with  a  piece 
of  bread.  With  the  ladies  he  was  an  oracle^  but 
not  so  deeply  venerated  by  my  friend  Brunner ; 
and  I  discovered  that  Dom  Bento  once  or  twice 
attempted  a  joke  at  his  expense. 

Some  one  remarked,  during  dinner,  that  he 
had  been  a  month  at  Rio^  and  had  not  yet  seen 
a  lady  in  the  street. 

"  That  is  certainly  a  very  strange  fact,**  said 
the  Attache^  ''  but  I  presume  it  is  entirely  owing 
to  the  jealous  nature  of  Brazilian  husbands  ?" 

'*  Not  so,**  replied  a  gentleman  of  a  very  seri- 
ous and  sarcastic  manner;  ''there  is  a  better 
reason  ;  they  are  unwilling  to  brave  the  sight  of 


aar  tke   Ei^iik  a^  French 
Muk  fiodt  fras  hoht  tiinigs  tbat 


iBj  wcffl  tkat  Aoe  is  no 


«I  beg  pMT  pudoi.  gcMloKB;  Uioiigii  I 
do  not  saj  sveeptD^j  tkat  tlxie  is  not  a  Tir- 
tso«s  wamtMn  in  Fnnce  or  Bmal,  Tet  I  think 
yon  wiD  agree  vith  wmt,  thai,  in  a  grren  nnniber, 
theie  is  a  greater  prc^portioQ  of  truly  Tirtooos 
frmaW  in  Great  Kitain,  than  in  any  other  coon- 
try  in  the  world :  at  any  rate,  they  are  more  soci- 
able, and  certainly  better  educated." 

*^  WhMt  do  yoo  think  of  his  hvdship  s  muttmi, 
Mr.  L r  asked  Dom  Bento. 

My   officer   broke  in.     ''I  agree  with  lir. 

L ,  this  is  most  exquisite  mutton,  and  the 

capers  sauce  is  luscious.** 

**  I  was  not  thinking  of  his  lordship's  mutton : 
but,  prejudice  aside,  it  is  universally  conceded 
that  there  is  uo  mutton  in  the  world  like  the 
English  !^ 
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''No  one  disputes  that  the  mutton  is  good  in 
England^  but  that  it  is  better  than  any  other,  I 
doubt,''  said  tbe  sarcastic  gentleman ;  "  you  will 
say  the  same  of  the  beef^  and  I  assure  you  I  have 
eaten  better  beef,  and  better  mutton  too,  both  in 
Peru  and  Montevideo,  than  I  ever  did  in  England!" 

The  Attache  was  not  easily  disconcerted,  for 
when  Dom  Bento  said,  I  must  confess  some- 
what maliciously,  ''  The  mutton  you  are  now 
eating  and  praising  is  Brazilian,  and  reared 
upon  my  own  estate,"  the  great  man  quickly 
replied,  "  I  dare  swear  it  is  of  English  breed !" 

This  conversation,  or  rather  dialogue,  was 
carried  on  in  English.  The  ladies  were  speaking 
Spanish. 

**  How  is  it,"  asked  Mrs.  Brunner,  "  that  not 
a  North  American — not  a  single  one  of  the 
many  who  have  been  in  Brazil,  has  ever  married 
a  lady  of  the  country  ?  Foreigners  from  evety 
other  part  of  the  world  have  found  wives  here !" 

'*  Oh  r  said  an  old  bachelor, "  the  ladies  are  too 
unsocial  and  formal  for  them  :  only  think,  it  re- 
quires, I  am  told,  six  years  to  become  acquainted ; 
and  besides,  you  are  all  such  stubborn  Catholics, 
that,  to  gain  your  hands,  a  man  must  forswear 
his  religion.'* 
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''  I  will  contradict  that/'  said  Brunner. 

''  So  you  may,''  replied  the  bachelor,  "  cxceptio 
probat  regulam.^'  The  fact  is,  that  North  Ame- 
ricans, mnch  as  they  are  given  to  wandering, 
possess  a  greater  love  of  country  than  any  other 
adventurers  who  seek  their  fortunes  abroad.  I 
say  adventurers,  because  no  man  will  leave  his 
own  fireside,  unless  it  be  with  a  hope  of  better 
.fortune  and  an  easier  life  in  another  clime, 
except  travellers  from  curiosity. 

After  the  ladies  retired,  several  songs  were 
sung,  and  the  Attache  did  me  the  honour  to  ask 
me  to  take  wine  with  him ;  when  the  glasses 
were  filled,  be  said,  in  a  most  gracious  tone, 
smiling  and  bowing  at  the  same  time,  "Will  you 
say  something,  or  shall  I  ?" 

"  You,  if  you  please.  Sir." 

''  Then,  The  President  of  the  United  States !" 

We  joined  the  ladies  at  an  early  hour,  and 
spent  the  afternoon  agreeably  in  dancing,  music, 
and  conversation.  The  "  Miudinho,"  the  music 
of  which  is  the  composition  of  Dom  Pedro,  and 
**  a  nine-handed  reel,"  were  exhibited  to  us  as 
the  dances  of  the  country.  They  are  both  ani- 
mated and  amusing. 


BRAZILIAN   LADI£S.  95 

After  tea,  and  a  pleasant  drive  by  moonlight, 
we  arrived  in  town  about  nine  o'clock. 

Foreigners  generally  tell  us  that  the  natives  of 
Rio  are  cold  and  inhospitable :  it  must  be  grant- 
ed, on  one  hand,  that  the  Brazilians  are  some- 
what forraal,  and  require  gentlemen  to  be  pro- 
perly introduced ;  and,  on  the  other,  foreigners 
Tisit  the  city  without  letters  to  any  of  the  na- 
tives, and  few  of  them  speak  the  language ! 
Under  such  circumstances,  how  can  they  know 
each  other  ? 

I  am  told  by  those  who  have  long  resided  here 
that  the  ladies  are  amiable  and  kind ;  and,  in  the 
higher  circles,  elegant  and  polished  in  their 
manners.  They  are  deficient  in  the  essentials  of 
a  polite  education,  but  are  accomplished  musi- 
cians and  dancers.  Their  style  of  beauty  would 
not  please  us.  They  are,  generally,  very  dark 
brunettes,  have  fine  black  eyes  and  hair,  and  are 
rather  beyond  embonpoint;  in  fact,  the  whole 
population  appears  to  be  disposed  to  grossness 
and  obesity.  As  in  all  tropical  climates,  the 
ladies  are  marriageable  at  a  very  early  age ; 
they  are  not  unfirequently  mothers  at  twelve  and 
fourteen  years  old. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Architecture. — Cries. — Market. — Churches. — Cemetery  of 
San  Francisco  de  Paula. — Funerals. — Climate. — Prison. — 
Slave  Market. — Library. — Newspapers. 

This  city  offers  much  to  interest  and  much  to 
disgust  the  traveller.  The  construction  of  the 
houses  is  suited  to  the  mildness  of  the  climate^ 
which  is  never  cold  enough  to  require  the  dwell- 
ings to  be  warmed  artificially.  The  consequent 
absence  of  chimneys  rising  above  the  roofs,  as  in 
our  northern  cities,  impresses  us  at  first  with  the 
belief  that  there  is  a  feature  wanting,  and  which 
is  not  at  first  discovered.  The  houses  are  gene- 
rally two-stories  high,  rough  cast  or  whitewashed. 
The  windows  of  the  second-story  extend  from 
the  floor,  and  open  upon  iron  verandas,  in  whieh 
it  is  common  in  the  afternoon  to  see  gentlemen 
enjoying  the  cigar.  The  red-tile  roofs,  with  their 
eaves  projecting  and  terminating  in  points,  make 
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the  houses  and  the  landscape  around  Rio  resemble 
the  sketches  we  see  upon  crockery. 

In  the  interior  of  the  houses  wooden  ceiling  is 
generally  substituted  for  plaster  ;  and  it  is  usual 
for  all  the  apartments  of  the  same  floor  to  com- 
municate above  the  partitions^  which  do  not  ex- 
tend entirely  to  the  top  or  cornice  of  the  room. 
This  allows  a  free  circulation  of  air^  which  is  so 
essential  to  comfort  and  health  in  tropical  cli- 
mates. The  lower  floor  is  occupied  as  a  coach- 
house and  stables^  and  visiters  cannot  reach  the 
Camily  without  passing  the  family  coach^  which 
is  kept  in  fine  order.  This  custom  takes  its 
origin  from  the  fondness  for  show  which  is  innate 
with  the  Portuguese  and  Spaniards.  The  en- 
trance-door is  properly  a  large  gate,  which  is 
constantly  watched  by  a  Black  slave  in  livery, 
who  manages  to  keep  awake  by  sliding  his  thumbs 
over  a  *'  marimba.''  In  the  lower  windows,  close 
trellis  shutters,  hung  from  above  horizontally, 
answer  all  the  purpose  of  glass. 

The  streets  are  narrow,  always  dirty,  and  inter- 
sect each  other  nearly  at  right  angles.  In  their 
centres  run  small  streams  of  water,  which  are 
usually  the  vehicles  of  filth ;  and  when  it  rains, 

VOL.  I.  H 
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which  it  does^  and  very  heavily,  during  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  year^  the  whole  street  is  over- 
flowed. The  side  walks  are  very  narrow^  and  the 
dress  of  foot  passengers  is  always  in  danger  of  be- 
ing soiled  by  the  splashing  of  horses  and  carriages. 

The  cries  of  the  town  are  indescribable :  the 
ears  are  assailed  with  the  shrill  and  discordant 
voices  of  women  slaves  vending  fruits  and  sweet- 
meats ;  and  of  the  water-carriers  crying  **  sgaa/* 
which  they  carry  about  on  their  heads  in  laige 
wooden  kegs^  filled  at  the  different  fountaim : 
each  one  is  worth  about  six  cents. 

The  market-place  is  a  filthy  collection  of 
booths,  generally  surrounded  with  mud,  under 
which  is  sold  a  variety  of  vegetables  and  fruits. 
The  yam  supplies  the  place  of  the  potato.  The 
oranges  are  amongst  the  finest  in  the  worlds  and 
are  sold  at  from  ten  to  twenty-five  cents  the  %miu 
dred.  Butcher's  meats  are  sold  in  dbops  whieb 
may  be  scented  from  afar,  proclaiming  the -stotb 
in  which  they  are  kept.  It  is  customary  td  i^ 
quire  the  purchaser,  after  selecting  what  he 
wishes,  to  take  also  a  piece  of  an  animal  that 
may  have  been  killed  three  or  four  days ;  and,  if 
he  refrise,  the  butcher  most  obstinately  withholds 
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the  chosen  morsel.  The  beef  is  tender,  but  en- 
tirely destitute  of  fat^  and  would  be  much  better 
if  more  care  and  cleanliness  were  bestowed  in  the 
butchery.  The  pork  is  very  good ;  but  the  mut- 
ton is  bad^  and  extravagantly  dear.  The  poultry 
is  indifferent,  and  far  from  being  cheap.  The 
fiflh-market  is  a  very  good  one,  generally  well 
fopplied ;  oysters  are  found  in  the  bay,  but  they 
are  not  much  esteemed.  I  am  told  there  is  a 
market  for  monkeys  and  parrots,  but  I  did  not 
visit  it. 

There  are  in  this  city  thirty-nine  churches, 
some  of  which  are  splendidly  and  fancifully  orna- 
mented. That  of  San  Francisco  de  Paula  is  a 
very  large  one.  The  naves  are  spacious,  and  the 
chapels  are  well  furnished  with  wax-candles, 
crucifixes,  paintings,  and  images  of  saints.  The 
whole  interior  of  the  church  is  decorated  with 
{Hilars  and  heavy  carving.  But  little  light  enters 
through  the  painted  panes,  and  that  seems  to  dim 
the  blaae  of  the  tall  candles.  The  whole  inspires 
a  religions  awe,  well  calculated  to  influence  the 
mind  of  the  uneducated,  who  readily  yield  to 
appearances  which  they  do  not  comprehend. 

I  visited  this  church  on  All  Saints'  Eve.     It 

h2 
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was  filled  with  worshippers  kneeling  on  pieces  of 
carpet  and  mats,  counting  their  beads  in  silence 
for  the  rest  of  the  departed.  The  silence  was 
interrupted  ever  and  anon  by  the  bursting  of 
rockets  sent  from  the  church  steps  and  belfry, 
accompanied  by  a  short  peal  of  bells.  I  threaded 
my  way  through  the  kneeling  crowd,  to  a  side 
door  which  leads  to  the  cemetery  of  the  church. 
It  is  an  open  court,  surrounded  by  a  corridor, 
supported  by  wooden  pillars.  I  descended  the 
short  stair  \o  the  temple  of  death,  called  the 
^'  Catacumbas ;''  by  the  faint  glimmer  of  the 
lamps,  and  the  soft  light  of  the  starry  heaven^  I 
saw  a  number  of  slaves  busied  in  decorating  the 
sepulchres  of  their  late  masters.  Crimson  satin 
and  black  velvet  canopies,  trimmed  with  broad 
gold  and  silver  lace  and  spangles,  were  tastefully 
arranged  over  the  vases  containing  the  ashes  of 
the  dead.  Around  the  enclosure,  forming  in  fact 
the  walls,  are  tiers  of  holes,  each  one  of  which  is 
just  large  enough  to  contain  a  human  body.  The 
corpse,  with  its  coffin,  is  deposited  in  one  of  these 
holes,  where  it  remains  for  two  years,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  is  removed ;  the  bones  are 
burned,  and  the  ashes  inurned  for  preservation. 


FUNERALS.— CLIBiATE.  101 

Some  of  these  urns  are  very  beautiful^  being  or- 
namented, and  bearing  the  appropriate  epitaphs 
and  inscriptions  in  gilt  letters.  Funerals  are 
conducted  here  with  as  great  pomp  as  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  deceased  will  allow.  It  b  very 
common  to  hire  coffins  for  the  occasion,  and  they 
are  always  large  enough  to  receive  within  them 
a  rough  box  enclosing  the  corpse.  Funerals 
always  take  place  at  night,  and  the  dead  body  is 
left  in  the  church  till  the  ensuing  day,  when  the 
rough  coffin  is  sealed  up  in  the  hole,  and  the  gay 
one  is  returned  to  the  undertaker,  to  figure  on 
another  occasion. 

The  police  of  Rio  is  military ;  walk  where  you 
may,  soldiers  and  barracks  are  met  with. 

The  low  situation  of  this  city,  and  the  filthy 
state  of  its  streets,  rendered  it  formerly  very 
unhealthy ;  the  slave-trade  was  the  means  of 
introducing  contagious  diseases,  which  spread 
themselves  amongst  the  people.  In  a  great  mea- 
sure, however,  these  evils  have  disappeared,  owing 
to  the  establishment  of  a  more  efficient  police, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  importation  of  slaves 
from  Africa.  The  climate  is  eternal  spring, 
summer,  and  autumn  blended  together,  for  the 
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fruit-trees  are  budding  and  yielding  their  fruits 
at  the  same  time ;  and  while  one  tree  is  just 
putting  forth  its  modest  blossoms^  another/  only 
a  few  feet  from  it^  is  bending  under  the  weight  of 
its  produce.  Seeds  thrown  into  the  ground^ 
spring  into  a  plants  and  yield  a  crop,  with  but 
little  care. 

The  other  day  I  passed  by  the  ''  Carfalada/' 
or  prison.  From  it  proceeded  a  most  oflfensive 
smelly  arising  most  probably  from  the  crowding 
together  so  many  persons,  and  neglecting  to 
remove  the  filth  that  must  be  continually  accu- 
mulating. At  the  grated  windows  appeared 
a  number  of  the  prisoners,  calling  out  to  the 
passers  by  to  give  them  alms,  or  to  purchase 
the  horn  combs  and  cups  and  toys  which  they 
held  up  in  their  hands.  In  the  street,  three 
or  four  prisoners  were  chained  by  the  neck  to 
the  wall,  begging ;  they  were  *'  pedindo  ju9ti9a" 
— asking  justice.  One  of  them  was  a  Mulatto, 
who  informed  me  that  an  opportunity  was  thus 
offered  to  those  who  were  without  money  to 
obtain  means  to  pay  for  their  trial  and  fee  their 
lawyers.     He  was  charged  with  an  assault,  and 


>. 
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had  been  put  in  the  street  with  others  to  beg, 
as  the  prison  does  not  afford  rations  before  trial.* 
In  the  second  story  were  several  well»dressed 
men^  seated  in  the  verandas,  smoking.  They  were 
confined  for  debt.  A  little  beyond  the  prison, 
I  questioned  a  Portuguese,  who  was  standing 
at  his  door,  and,  as  b  usually  the  case,  he  rea- 
dily gave  me  what  information  I  asked.  He 
told  me  that  the  prison  contained  at  this  time 
six  hundred  and  twenty-seven  persons. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  sought  in  vain 
for  the  slave-market  which  I  visited  in  1826. 
By  the  conunon  consent  of  the  Christian  world, 
the  traffic  in  slaves  has  ceased ;  yet  I  am  told 
that  some  have  been  imported,  clandestinely, 
since  1830.  At  the  time  I  visited  this  market, 
I  saw  the  poor  slaves,  seated  on  benches,  thirty 
or  forty  together,  and  entirely  naked,  excqpt 
the  loins,  which  were  covered  by  a  fold  of  blue 
cotton  cloth.      Many  of  them  were  suffering 

•  "  On  doit  ajouter  que  le  gouvemement  ne  se  charge 
point  de  la  d^pense  des  prisonniers,  et  qu'il  laisse  k  la  piti6 
des  habitants  le  soin  de  les  nourrir/* — Dennis^  Histoire  du 
Brcsil. 
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from  the  small-pox^  or  just  convalesciog.  While 
I  was  looking  into  one  of  these  stalls  of  human 
life,  a  lady,  attended  hy  two  servants,  entered, 
and  gazing  round  at  the  group,  fixed  her  eye 
upon  one,  and  after  surveying  him  well,  as  a 
practised  jockey  does  a  horse,  she  inquired  ^the 
price.  The  merchant  ordered  the  individual 
indicated  to  get  up,  and  then  put  him  through 
several  exercises,  to  show  that  his  motions  were 
perfect.  All  this  took  place  with  the  same  in- 
difference, or  more,  than  is  evinced  generally 
in  a  bargain  for  a  pair  of  gloves. 

In  the  rear  of  the  imperial  chapel  there  is  a 
public  library,  containing  fifty  thousand  volumes, 
open  to  the  public  every  day.  The  librarian  is 
very  urbane,  and  scrupulously  attentive  to  pro- 
priety, even  in  the  dress  of  the  visiters.  I  visit- 
ed it  one  day,  when  the  thermometer  was  stand- 
ing at  90®  F.  in  company  with  a  gentleman  who 
wore  a  white  jacket,  after  the  fashion  of  the 
place  ;  the  librarian  very  politely  told  him  that 
it  was  against  the  rules  of  the  institution  for 
gentlemen  to  appear  there  in  such  a  costume, 
and  begged  him  therefore  to  withdraw ! 
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The  general  'taste  for  reading  in  any  country 
may  be  estimated  by  the  number  and  kind  of  va- 
rious periodicals  published  in  it.*  In  Rio  Janeiro 
there  are  several  daily  and  bi-weekly  newspapers 
printed,  the  largest  of  which  is  the  ''  Jornal  do 
Comniercio."  The  others  are  the  "  O  Indigena 
do  Brazil,**  and  "O  Iman,  Jornal  Caramuru," 
and  some  others,  of  the  size  of  half  a  sheet  of 
foolscap  paper.  They  are  occupied  with  items 
of  foreign  news,  imperial  decrees,  personal  at- 
tacks, and  advertisements  of  runaway  slaves. 
Some  of  these  are  curious. 

''Mr.  Joao  Carlos  Bouvier  is  requested  to 
call  at  No.  34,  rua  Direita,  relative  to  an  affidr 
of  which  he  is  not  ignorant ;   if  he  do  not  in 

*  A  valuable  publication  like  ''  Waldie's  Library,"  a  work 
which  is  doing  so  much  in  the  United  States  to  diffuse  a 
taste  for  reading,  and  consequently  for  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  (the  demand  for  which  speaks  well  for  the  good 
taste  of  our  countrjrmen,)  would  not  be  patronized  in  any 
state  of  South  America,  simply  for  the  reason  that  a  taste 
for  literature  is  not  general.  A  volume  of  ^  Waldie,"  always 
delightful  on  land,  is  a  desideratum  at  sea,  from  its  com- 
pact and  portable  form.  Passengers  in  merchant-ships, 
who  find  complete  sets  on  board,  may  deem  themselves  for- 
tunate ;  the  libraries  of  United  States  vessels  should  never 
be  without  them. 
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three  days  from  this^  the  nature  of  the  affair  will 
be  published.**  ♦ 

Another.     ''  Mr.  C A F Pereira 

da  Fonceca  is  requested  to  send  to  No.  122,  rua 
de  S.  Jose,  and  pay  4i||120rs.  which  he  has  owed 
more  than  two  yedrs  !"t — An  unpleasant  dun  ! 

*  '<  Roga-se  ao  Sr.  Joao  Carlos  Bouvier  de  chega  ^  rua 
Direita,  N.  34,  k  respeito  de  hum  negocio  que  nao  ignora* 
isto  no  praso  de  trez  dlas  da  publica^ao  deste,  alias  a  natu- 
reza  de  negocio  sord  publicada." 

f  **  Roga-se  ao  Sr.  Cirurgiao  Antonio  Francisco  Pereira 
da  Fonceca,  haja  de  mandar  k  rua  de  S.  Jos^,  N.  122,  pagar 
4 II  I20r8.  que  deve  ha  mais  de  dous  annos." 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Geography  of  Brazil. — Products^ — Diamond  Mines. — Enor- 
mous Diamond. 

The  empire  of  Brazil  is  the  most  extensive  of 
the  several  countries  of  South  America.  Nature 
has  marked  the  boundary  on  the  north  by  the 
river  Maranon ;  on  the  south  is  the  Republic  of 
Montevideo^  formerly  the  Banda  Oriental;  on 
the  west^  the  mountains  of  Matto-Grosso  sepa- 
rate it  from  Peru ;  and  on  the  east  its  shores  are 
washed  by  the  Atlantic. 

The  whole  country  is  watered  by  large 
streams^  which  afford  a  water-communication  in 
almost  every  direction  ;  and,  by  the  addition  of 
a  few  canals,  the  inhabitants  of  the  more  remote 
sections  would  be  enabled  to  send  their  produce 
to  the  chief  markets   on  the  coast.     In  a  few 
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Tlie  TegetaUe  prodnctioitf  of  this  Tast  empire 
are  as  abundant  and  valuable  as  those  of  any 
other  in  the  world ;  not  only  in  medicinal  plants, 
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firoitSy  and  dye  woods,  but  in  timber  suitable 
for  all  the  purposes  of  marine  architecture.^ 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  or  St.  Sebastian's,  is  advan- 
tageously  situated  for  an  extensive  commerce. 
The  bay  is  one  of  the  most  safe  and  capacious 
in  the  world,  affording  every  facility  for  water- 
ing vessels  and  refreshing  their  crews  after 
kmg  voyages.  .  It  is  a  rendezvous  for  men-of- 
war,  and  a  stopping-place  for  merchant-men  of 
aH  nations  trading  to  the  Pacific. 

like  all  the  colonies  in  the  New  World,  Bra- 
lil  Was  much  restrained  in  her  commerce  by  the 
mother  country ;  but  since  the  immigration  of 
the  Court  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1807^  the  old 
restrictions  have  been  removed.  About  1810, 
a  treaty  was  made  with  England,  by  which  aH 
the  ports  of  Brazil  were  opened  to  British  vessds 
and  produce,  on  paying  fifteen  per  cent,  on  a 
valuation  made  by  their  own  consuls.  This 
treaty  expired  in  1825.  The  produce  of  all 
other  nations,  imported  into  Brazil,  pays  a  duty 
of  twenty-four  per  cent,  on  a  valuation  made  by 

*  A  line-of-battle  ship  and  a  frigate,  built  at  Bahia,  were 
laundied  and  sent  to  Rio  Janeiro  in  1833. 
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the  custom-house  of  the  country.  Thus  a  very 
considerable  advantage  was  secured  to  the  Eng- 
lish ;  the  French  complained  (and  do  still)  of  the 
high  estimates  made  of  their  goods^  which  fre- 
quently paid  a  hundred  per  cent.,  thus  destroy- 
ing any  profit  that  might  have  accrued  in  their 
trade. 

Previous  to  the  royal  immigration,  commerce 
was  much  injured  by  exclusive  privileges  granted 
to  certain  companies.  Salt,  for  example,  was  a 
monopoly  which  bore  heavily  upon  trade,  being 
indispensable  in  the  preservation  of  hides  and 
salted  and  jerked  beef,  which  were  sent  from  the 
interior  under  the  name  of  "  camas  do  sertaon.'* 
The  labouring  classes  in  nearly  every  part  of 
South  America  live  almost  exclusively  upon  jerk- 
ed beef,  which  is  prepared  by  cutting  the  meat 
into  ribbon-like  pieces,  and  drjring  them  in  the 
sun,  with  a  small  addition  of  salt,  or  by  steeping 
them  in  a  strong  pickle  for  twenty-four  hours. 
The  heat  of  the  climate  precludes  the  salting  of 
beef  in  large  pieces  or  joints. 

The  province  of  Rio-Grande-do-Sul,  which  en- 
joys a  most  temperate  climate,  produces  a  great 
number  of  hides,  and  quantities  of  the  ''carnas 
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da  sertaon,"  or  meats  from  the  interior,  sufficient 
for  home  consmnption,  and  eyen  for  exportation ; 
of  these  *'  carnas^  the  Black  population  consume 
great  quantities;  in  fact,  it  is  the  only  animal 
food  they  eat. 

The  proTince  of  St.  Paul,  celebrated  for  the 
courage  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  numerous 
exploring  expeditions  which  have  sallied  from  it 
for  the  interior,  yields  wheat,  rye,  maize  or 
Indian  com,  manioc,  and  potato ;  and  lately,  the 
Tine  begins  to  flourish  in  its  genial  climate.  The 
Palma  Christi  grows  in  such  abundance,  that 
castor  oil  is  burned  in  lamps  instead  of  sperma- 
cetL  Coarse  cottons  are  exported ;  their  manu- 
&ctore  promises  to  improve. 

Saint  Catherine,  an  island  on  the  coast,  near 
the  tropic,  yields  coffee  and  rice  of  a  superior 
qoi^ty ;  and  Mr.  Langsdorf  states*  that  indigo, 
pepper,  vanilla,  balsam  copaiba,  and  several  other 
similar  articles,  can  be  grown  without  much  la* 
boor  or  attention.  Lately,  very  good  cheese  hsM 
been  made  and  exported  to  the  main.  The  fo^^ 
rests  of  St.  Catherine  produce  several  excellent 
species  of  wood. 

♦  Voyage  i  Tile  Sainte  Catherine. 
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Rio  Janeiro,  besides  possessing  a  fertile  soil, 
remarkably  well  adapted  to  the   cultivation  of 
coffee,  which  is  rapidly  increasing,  is  the  focus  of 
industry  and  trade,  from  which  improvements  of 
all  kinds  spread  in  every  direction  over  Brazil. 
The  flourishing  state  of  the  spice  trees  in  the 
Botanic  Garden  near  the  city,  promises  that  their 
cultivation  may  be  extended  in  the  province,  and, 
if  not  sufficiently  productive    for   exportation, 
will  at  least  supply  the  demand  for  home  con-r 
sumption. 

Minas-Geraes,  besides  the  major  part  of  the 
productions  common  to  the  southern  provinces 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  yields  gold,  diamonds, 
and  precious  stones.  Wheat  and  Indian  corn 
grow  in  plenty,  and  large  quantities  of  nitre  are 
obtained  from  the  mines  of  Monte  Rorigo. 

Matto-Grosso  and  Goias  are  but  thinly  popu- 
lated. They  are  inhabited  by  several  tribes  of 
unsubdued  Indians.  The  soil  is  covered  with 
rich  pasturage,  forests,  and  several  useful  plants 
which  are  common  to  Peru. 

In  the  provinces  of  Espirito-Santo  and  Porto- 
Seguro,  are  found  several  kinds  of  wood  suited 
to  cabinet  work  and  architecture.     The  Ibirapi- 
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tanga  (Brazil  wood),  now  so  necessary  in  manu- 
fiictures,  and  which  is  beginning  to  fail  in  Per- 
nambuco,  is  met  with  here. 

Ilheos,  and  its  adjacent  territories,  furnish  ma- 
nioc, and  the  cacao-tree,  though  its  cultivation  is 
not  extensive. 

The  soil  of  Bahia  is  well  adapted  to  the  growth 
of  sugar-cane,  the  manufacture  of  which  is  daily 
improving.  Tobacco  also  flourishes  in  this  pro- 
Ymce,  and  affords  very  considerable  profits.  At 
St.  Salvador  (Bahia),  as  well  as  at  Rio  Janeiro, 
several  mechanic  arts  are  exercised  with  a  degree 
of  perfection  which  would  not  disgrace  European 
workmen. 

In  Pemambuco  and  its  vicinity  is  grown  some 
of  the  finest  cotton  in  South  America.  The 
Brazil  wood  thrives  better  here  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  empire ;  very  little  attention  is  paid, 
however,  to  its  propagation. 

Siara,  Parahyba,  and  Piauhy  are  less  fertile 
than  the  captaincies  already  named ;  neverthe- 
less, its  numerous  flocks  and  herds  supply  a  lucra- 
tive branch  of  trade. 

The  riches  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  in  Ma- 
ranbam    and    Para    are    incalculable.      Cotton 

VOL.  I.  I 
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flourishes,  the  cacao-tree  covers  the  banks  of 
certain  rivers,  several  spice-trees  grow  spontane- 
ously, and  among  the  choice  woods  is  that  called 
citrifif  which  is  reserved  for  the  manufacture  of 
the  most  sumptuous  kind  of  moveables.  All  these 
will  be  sources  of  wealth  when  the  country  be- 
comes more  densely  populated. 

Besides  the  products  already  named,  indigo 
grows  in  several  parts  of  Brazil,  and  the  cochineal 
was  formerly  cultivated  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rio  Janeiro*  With  all  these  advantages,  added 
to  a  little  more  industry  and  a  greater  popula- 
tion, Brazil  might  soon  rank  herself  amongst  the 
richest  and  most  powerful  nations  on  earth. 

Finally,  the  southern  provinces  export  wheat, 
hides,  hornrhair,  and  tallow ;  the  noddle,  gold  and 
precious  stones ;  and  the  northern,  cotton,  coffee, 
sugar,  tobacco,  and  Brazil  wood.  The  quan- 
tities of  the  staple  articles  ei^ported.  annualiy 
have  been  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand 
cases  of  sugar,  of  fifteen  quintals  (128  lbs.)  each; 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  bales  of  ecrtton,  and 
between  twelve  and  thirteen  millions  of  pounds 
of  coffee !  The  imports  are  chiefly  wines,  brandy, 
and  oil,  from  Portugal ;  dry  goods  and  hardware 
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from  England ;  mid  flour,  salted  prorisions^  naval 
timm,  Bud  iieuseludd  fenutiure,  from  the  United 

The  population  of  Brasil,  aecording  to   the 
ktett  censw,  in  1S19.  is  as  i&Vtom : — 


Whites 

843,000 

Jn*l*W"# 

259,400 

Free  castes 

426,000 

Slave  ditto 

200,000 

Free  blacks 

159,500 

Black  slaves 

.      1,726,000 

Total 

.     8,615,900 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  exploring  ex* 
peditions  of  the  Paulists^  the  discovery  of  those 
treaaures  whioh  have  given  celebrity  to  the  dis* 
trict  where  they  are  found,  is  owing  to  chance. 
Thooi^  rthey  performed  many  journeys  in  search 
aC|iBeciQus  stimes,  the  Brasolians  were  for  a  long 
tune  ignorant  that  they  possessed  .extensive  mines 
of  diamonds.  In  1729^  a  certain  Fonseca  Lobo 
finrnd  the  .first  stones  of  this  kind,  and  handed 
them  to  a  workman,  who,  having  been  at  Goa,  at 
once  percaived  their  value.  According  to  other 
luthoritiea,  some  of  them  were  carried  to  the  go« 
venor  of  Villa-do-Principe,  by  whom  they  were 

1 2 
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used  for  a  long  time  as  counters.  .About  the 
same  time,  some  of  them  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  Dutch  Minister  at  Lisbon,  who  sent  them 
to  Amsterdam  and  ascertained  their  value.  A 
treaty  was  immediately  concluded  between  Hol- 
land and  the  Portuguese  goyernment,  for  all  the 
precious  stones  found  in  the  district  of  Serro-do- 
Frio.  The  masters  of  Brazil,  not  discovering  till 
too  late  their  disadvantage  in  this  arrangement, 
saw  for  several  years  the  wealth  which  should 
have  been  their  own  pass  into  the  possession  of 
rivals.  When  it  again  returned  to  them  in  1772, 
these  stones  had  lost  much  of  their  value  in 
Europe. 

The  diamond  district  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Serro-do-Frio ;  it  extends  sixteen  leagues  from 
north  to  south,  and  eight  from  east  to  west.  It 
is  surrounded  by  craggy  mountains,  as  if  Nature 
had  been  at  some  pains  to  conceal  her  treasures 
from  man.  Every  possible  precaution  is  taken 
to  prevent  the  inhabitants  from  carrjring  the  dia- 
monds, which  are  found  in  the  auriferous  sands, 
beyond  this  natural  wall;  all  the  outlets  are 
strictly  guarded,  and  any  person  detected  in 
breaking  the  law  is  most  severely  punished.     Of- 
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fenders  were  formerly  sent  to  the  coast  of  Angola^ 
which  punishment  was  looked  upon  by  many  as 
severe  as  death  itself. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  diamonds  are 
procured  without  great  labour.  They  are  some- 
times found  on  the  surface  of  the  earth ;  but  it  is 
not  unfrequently  necessary  to  turn  the  course  of 
riyers  to  obtain  even  a  small  quantity.  Until  the 
present  period^  the  river  Jiquitihonha  has  fur- 
nished most  of  this  kind  of  wealth.  Large  inasses 
of  that  species  of  flint,  known  in  the  country  by 
the  name  of  *'  cascalhao,"  are  found  in  it,  which 
are  submitted  to  a  lavatory  process,  in  such  a 
way  as  to  prevent  every  opportunity  of  fraud. 
The  diamond  is  almost  always  enveloped  in  a 
ferruginous  crust ;  therefore  long  practice  is  ne- 
cessary to  enable  persons  to  distinguish  them 
from  the  flints  among  which  they  are  imbedded. 

Nor  are  they  procured  without  expense.  It 
is  calculated  that  every  diamond  obtained  by  the 
government  costs  about  eight  dollars  the  carat ! 
Though  more  than  a  thousand  ounces  of  dia- 
monds have  crossed  the  Atlantic  since  the  dis- 
covery of  the  mines,  the  whole  produce  of  Tejuco 
has   not  been  put  in  circulation;    because  this 
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ipoidd  be  m  soe  ti«t  of  rrdiifwig  the  value  d 
m  predou*  sUmt,  wiy^  unlike  oUiers^  lias  only 
an  arbitrarj  price.  The' same  policy  kaa  forUd- 
igm  the  ^ening  oi  die  nmef  of  Gk^aa  and 
Matto-GiooM^  whidi  wM  gaaided  by  the  govem- 
ment  from  the  incanioBB  of  adYeatorars. 

At  the  tiaie  of  the  diteovary  of  the  fiunous 
diamond  of  the  FoHngsttae  carewn,  Soath  Ah^s* 
rica  was  so  tranquil,  that  it  is  looked  iqpon  as  an 
in^iortant  event.  It  was  found  in  the  brodk  of 
Abayte,  by  three  maleftcfags  who  had  been 
banished,  and  carried  to  the  governor  of  mines 
by  an  ecclesiastic*  Its  siae  was  so  enormous, 
that  repeated  assays  were  made  before  they 
were  convinced  of  its  being  in. reality  a  diarooiKl* 
It  was  then  sent  to  Lisbon,  where  it  esdted 
universal  astonishment,  and  procured  the  pardon 
of  the  criminals.  Afterwards,  an  ezplonB^  sta- 
tion was  fixed  on  the  banks  of  the  Abayte^  but 
without  success;  the  diamonds  found  were  of 
little  value,  and  scarcely  defirayed  the  expense 
of  search.* 

*  Dennis,  Histoire  du  Brfcsil. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Departure.  —  Voyage  round  Cape  Horn.  —  Cape  Pigeons. — 

Arrival  at  Valparaisa 

Two  weeks  were  happily  spent  at  Rio,  which 
will  be  long  remembered  by  the  writer,  and 
maay  of  his.  companions,  who  shared  the  elegant 
hoqntalities  of  our  countrymen  and  others  there. 
To  Mr.  Brown,  our  Charg6  d'Affitires,  and  Mr. 
Wright,  our  Consul,  we  were  indebted  for  many 
ciFilities  and  great  kindness. 

At  daylight  6n  the  10th  of  September  1881, 
being  ready  for  sea,  we  got  under  way,  with 
a  light  land-breeze,  and  **  fiEmned"  out  of  the 
magnificently  picturesque  harbour  of  Rio  Ja- 
neiro, and  again  tossed  on  the  Atlantic,  towards 
the  boisterous  regions  ruled  by  the  Cape  Spirit ! 

''  Farewell  to  the  land  where  the  doudf  love  to  rest, 
Like  the  shroud  of  the  dead  on  the  mountain's  cold  breast ; 
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To  the  cataract's  roar,  where  the  eagles  reply. 
And  the  lake  her  lone  bosom  expands  to  the  sky  I*' 

Before  sunset.  Cape  Frio  was  lost  sight  of, 
and  we  only  thought  of  the  storms  we  might 
encounter  in  passing  into  ''  Le  Grand  Ocean,"  as 
the  French  most  emphatically  term  the  Pacific. 

Cape  Horn  appears  to  be  truly  the patria  nim" 
borum.  Very  few  days  of  the  year,  summer  or 
winter,  are  cloudless ;  they  are  all  the  same, 
cold  and  stormy.  I  have  passed  it  four  times ; 
once  in  summer,  once  in  winter,  once  in  spring, 
and  once  in  the  autumn.  In  all  these  passages 
the  thermometer  sank  as  low  as  32°  F.,  and  was 
on  no  one  day  above  fifty.  I  have  conversed 
with  sealers  who  have  spent  whole  years  on  the 
Cape ;  with  whalemen  who  have  doubled .  it  in 
every  month  in  the  year ;  with  the  masters  of 
merchant- vessels  trading  to  the  Pacific;  and 
they  all  concur  in  giving  a  stormy  character  to 
this  region.  I  have  also  examined  the  log-books 
of  many  vessels,  and  have  found  them  to  agree, 
very  generally,  upon  this  subject.  The  journals 
of.  voyagers,  particularly  of  the  earlier  naviga- 
tors, give  most  fearful  accounts  of  the  tempests 
and  disasters  generally  encountered    in  passing 
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from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  And 
if  shipwreck  in  our  time  be  less  frequent  than  in 
the  earlier  ages,  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  great 
improvements  in  marine  architecture,  seaman- 
ship, and  navigation,  and  not  to  any  ameliora- 
tion of  the  climate  of  the  Cape  and  its  vicinity. 
For  we  find  that  a  distinguished  naval  comman- 
der, who  visited  the  Pacific  nearly  twenty  years 
since,  holds  the  following  language :  ''  The  pas- 
sage round  Cape  Horn  from  the  eastward,  I 
assert  from  my  own  experience,  is  the  most 
dangerous,  most  difficult,  and  attended  with 
more  hardships,  than  that  of  the  same  distance 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world."* 

Of  the  very  many  merchant-vessels  annually 
doubling  Cape  Horn,  very  few  have  been  lost. 
The  number  that  yearly  pass  the  Cape  may  be 
estimated  at  three  hundred,  yet,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  learn,  shipwrecks  and  total  losses 
have  not  averaged  one  a  year. 

The  principal  difficulties  of  this  navigation 
arise  from  the  constant  prevalence  of  the  winds 
from    the  westward,   with  but   little  variation. 

•  Porter's  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  82.    See  also  the  Voyages  of 
La  Perouse,  Lord  Anson,  Basil  Hall,  Frezicr,  &c 
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Vessels  bound  to  the  Pacific  have  to  contend 
with  these  winds,  which  are  accompanied  with 
oold  cutting  rains,  snow,  hail,  and  sleet ;  and 
their  crews  are  exhausted  more  by  the  contmu- 
ance  than  by  the  seveoity  of  the  weather*  Such 
was  our  own  case  in  the  passage  of  1881»  and 
that  of  several  merchant-vessels  with  wJhose 
officers  I  have  conversed. 

The  usual  route  pursued,  going  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  is  to  pass  between 
the  Falkland  Islands  wd  the  main,  and  draw 
round  the  land  as  much  as  die  prevailing  winds 
will  permit.  Vessels  always,  if  possible,  ^^  make 
the  land"  of  the  Cape ;  that  is,  approach  near 
enough  to  see  it,  and  then  hold  their  way  west- 
ward, until  they  reach  the  meridian  of  eighty  or 
edghty-'five  degrees  of  west  longitude,  before  at- 
tempting to  steer  to  the  northward.  If  successful 
in  gaining  that  meridian,  without  being  driven 
far  to  the  southward,  the  passage  is  generally 
short;  — the  vojrage  from  the  latitude  of  40''  soath, 
in  the  Atlantic,  to  Valparaiso^  is  made  in  from 
thirty  to  thirty*five  days. 

It  frequently  happens,  however,  that  vessels 
are   driven  as  far  as  63%  and  even  64''  south. 
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wbere^  if  to  the  eastward  of  the  meridian  of  Ciqae 
Hom^  they  meet  with  icebergs,  and  8u£fer  severcilyr 
from  the  eohL  Ve89el0  have  been  occaaiAnailjr 
forty,  fifty,  sixty,  and  in  some  instances  seventjt 
days  contending  with  wind  and  storms,  before 
being:  aUe  to  get  to  the  westward,  when  ^hug^ 
ging  the  knd ;"  while,  at  the  very  same  period^ 
Ike  same  region  has  been  passed  by  others  is. 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  days,,  by  pursuing  the 
senlhem.  route.  The  combined  experience  of 
whalemen  and  sealers  goes  to  establish  that,  in 
big^  aouthi^m  latitudes,  the  winds  prevail  firom 
die  eastward  during  a  great  part  of  the  year, 
wliidk  is  directly  contrary  to  what  is  true  as  re- 
spects the  direction  of  the  winds^  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  laiid»  In  fact,  it  seems  that  the  winds  in 
thif  part  of  the  world  blow  comparatively  in 
narrow  veins ;  and  it  ha^  been  remarked  by  the 
most  eiqpenenced  navigators,  that  gales  do  not 
blow  hcmie  to  the  land. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  most  intelligent  seamen 
that  vesseb  should  not  pass  through  Straits  La 
Mair ;  that  they  should  keep  close  in  to  the  land, 
and  not  go  south  of  57°  south,  but  beat  between, 
that  parallel  and  the  land,  until  they  may  reach 
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tf  sr  wem  lif,iiuJi^  befiore  at- 

Though  the 
the  westwwd,  Tarying 
to  aoith,  north-west,  it 
ird.  Ofthree 
rcsK^  ihat  <kmhiti  Cape  Hon  in  Octob»  18S1, 
the  trSL  vas  thzrrr-oBe  dsTs  from  laL  45*  4(r 
Sl  kG^  5r  SO  W.  in  the  Atlantic,  to  laL  S4* 
SO  Sl  long.  79"  15  W.  in  the  Pacilic.  She 
reached  59'  SI  S.  Her  logJiook  does  not  show 
that  she  had  the  wind  from  the  eastward  at  any 
one  time;  it  Taiied  from  sooth  to  north,  north- 
west. The  second  Tessri  was  thirty  days  from 
lat.  44r  81  S.  long.  54*  5  W.  in  the  Atlantic, 
to  lat.  30=  4e  S.  long.  73=  3V  W.  in  the 
Pacific  She  passed  through  Straits  La  Mair, 
and  went  as  fru*  as  57=  54'  S.  She  had  an  east- 
eriy  wind  for  sereral  days.  The  third,  was 
twenty-nine  days  fitim  lat.  50^  48^  S.  long.  61® 
W.  in  the  Atlantic,  to  lat.  45=  5'  S.  long.  SO' 
17"  W.  She  reached  as  frir  as  59'  T  sonth  lati- 
tude. This  vessel  experienced  some  heary  gales, 
bat  had  the  advantage  of  easterly  winds  for 
several  days. 

The  United  States  ship  Braudywine  doubled 
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Cape  Horn  in  December  1826.  She  was  thirty- 
seTen  days  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  Valparaiso^ 
and  went  as  far  as  58"^  south.  The  United  States 
diip  Guerriere  doubled  the  Cape  in  May  1829* 
She  went  as  far  as  58^  87'  souths  and  had  rery 
little  easterly  wind.  She  was  sixty  days  from 
Rio  de  Janeiro  to  Valparaiso.  The  United  States 
ship  Falmouth  doubled  the  Cape  in  October  1831. 
She  was  forty-nine  days  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to 
Valparaiso,  and  went  as  far  as  62''  5'  south 
latitude. 

The  commander  of  an  English  whale-ship^  who 
has  doubled  the  Cape  eighteen  times,  (four  times 
m  the  month  of  March,  when  he  found  the  wind 
prevailing  from  the  eastward,)  recommends  the 
month  of  March  to  enter  the  Pacific,  and  Novem- 
ber to  return. 

The  master  of  an  American  merchant-ship,  who 
has  doubled  the  Cape  eight  times,  thinks  it  ad- 
visable, in  case  of  strong  head  winds,  **  to  lay  to'' 
under  Staten  Land,  and  there  wait  for  a  favour- 
able opportunity. 

From  all  we  can  learn,  it  seems  advisable  not 
io  pass  through  the  Straits  La  Mair;  to  keep 
close  in  with  the  land,  say  within  twenty  or  thirty 
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ttilea;  not  to  go  %onih  cf  4)7^;  and  not  to  at- 
tampt  to  decrease  the  latitiMJe  until  in' f he  meii* 
dian  of  85°  west^  no  matter  how  promising  the 
appearances  of  the  weather  may  be.  Tiie  rea- 
sons given  for  this  course  are^  firsts  thtttigfa  the 
winds  be  mostly  from  the  westward,  they  are  not 
constantly  from  that  quarter;  second^  that  the 
gales  are  not  so  severe  near  the  land^  and  do  not 
blow  home;  Ihird,  that  there  are  no  currents 
setting  on  oshofe;  and'^fburth/  by  not  being  too 
far  souths  advantage  may  be  taken  of  a  fovour* 
able  wind>  that  in  a  few  hours  >might  carry  the 
vessel  beyond  the  parallel  of  the  Cape,  which 
would  be  unavailing  if  the  ship  should  'be  as  far 
as  63°  south,  (as  has  been  recommended,)  because 
these  winds  do  not  always  last  long  enough  to 
carry  a  vessel  many  hundred  miles. 

Within  a  few  years,  another  passage  >has  been 
BUccessfrdLy  tried  by  several  vessels;  that  whidi 
originally  led  to  the  Pacific-^the  Straits  of  Ma- 
gellan. From  their  entrance  on  the  Atlantic  to 
Cape  Pillar  on  the  Pacific,  is  estimated  to  be 
from  three  to  four  hundred  miles.  The  breadth 
varies  from  eight  to  twenty  miles.  The  water  is 
deep,  the  anchorage  good,  the  surface  generally 


VOYAGE  ROUND  CAPE  HORN.      127 

smooth^  and  both  its  coasts  abound  in  safe  and 
comrenient  harbours,  ^which  may  always  be  gamed 
seasonably  by  vessels  passing  through  the  straits. 
About  a  year  since,  an  American  barque,  draw- 
Bg  more  than  fifteen  feet  water,  passed  through 
m  four  days ;  the  master  mformed  us  that  he 
encountered  no  difficulty  of  any  land  whatever. 
Sealers,  who  frequent  that  part  of  the  world,  are 
quite  familiar  with  the  navigation,  and  do  not 
hesitate  between  it  and  going  round  the  Cape. 
One  of  his  Britannic  Majest/s  vessels  ^  war, 
pTopwly  equipped  for  the  purpose,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  surveying  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  report  of  her  com- 
mander will  do  much  to  dispel  the  objections  to 
taking  that  route  ^to  the  Pacific. 

This  subject  is  one  which  merits  the  attention 
of  navigators ;  and  if  each  one  would  forward  an 
eitrect  from  his  log-book  to  some  of  the  public 
journals,  with  such  observations  as  imight' suggest 
themselves,  it  might  be  soon  settled.*  The 
Sailor's  Magazine  would,  no  doubt,  publish  any- 

*  SilHman's  Journal  for  April  1834  contains  an  interest- 
ing article  on  this  subject,  by  M.  F.  Maury,  of  the  United 
States  iia^y. 
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thing  that  might  have  a  tendency  to  clear  this 
matter  from  the  uncertainty  at  present  connected 
with  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  navy  officers, 
cruising  in  the  Pacific,  will  not  be  backward  in 
collecting  and  forwarding  information  upon  the 
subject  to  the  editor  of  the  **  Military  and  Naval 
Magazine,''  which  ought  to  be  cherbhed  by  the 
talent  and  patronage  of  both  branches  of  the 
service. 

From  latitude  22^  south  in  the  Atlantic,  our 
ship  was  followed  to  Valparaiso  by  numbers  of 
petrels,  or  Cape  pigeons.  They  were  of  two 
kinds,  the  spotted  and  the  silvery.  The  first  is 
rather  larger  than  the  domestic  pigeon,  but,  firom 
the  thickness  of  its  plumage,  weighs  much  less. 
The  feet  are  three-toed  and  webbed;  the  eyes 
are  black;  the  bill  hooked,  with  one  exterior 
nostril;  tail  short.  The  breast  is  beautifully 
white,  and  the  back,  wings,  and  tail,  spotted 
black  and  white ;  and  from  that  circumstance, 
Frezier  says,  the  sailors  called  them  damiers,  or 
draught-boards.*  Its  motions  are  graceful.  It 
sails  about  the  stern  of  vessels  at  sea,  sometimes 
balancing  itself  upon  the  wing,  and  again  drop- 

♦  Frezier,  Voyage  to  the  South  Sea,  London,  1717. 
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ping  gently  to  the  surface,  to  pick  up  any  crumbs 
that  may  have  been  thrown  overboard,  and  then 
mounts  upon  its  untiring  course.  When  caught, 
as  many  were  with  hook  and  line  trailed  over  the 
stem,  it  is  unable  to  rise  from  the  deck,  and  at- 
tempts to  defend  itself  by  ejecting  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  and  a  pure  yellow  oil  of  a  fishy 
odour. 

The  silver  variety  is  of  about  the  same  size. 
The  breast  is  a  brilliant  white,  and  the  back, 
wings^  and  tail,  are  of  a  light  leaden  hue,  but  of 
silvery  brightness ;  in  other  respects  it  does  not 
dififer  very  much  from  the  first. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  though  nearly  four  hun- 
dred miles  firom  land,  (the  latitude  being  61^  49' 
south,  and  the  longitude  TAP  5V  west,)  the  birds 
still  followed  us.  Besides  the  pigeons,  numbers 
of  albatross  were  caught  at  the  stem,  and  afforded 
fine  sport  to  many  persons  on  board.  On  the 
9th,  the  wind  changed  from  west  to  south-west 
by  west,  and  all  the  birds  left  us,  but  returned 
again  on  the  11th,  when  the  wind  hauled  to  the 
northward  and  westward,  and  remained  with  us 
till  we  arrived  at  Valparaiso.     The  largest  alba- 

VOL.  I.  K 
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tross  caught  measured  seven  feet  from  the  tip  of 
one  wing  to  the  tip  of  the  other. 

On  the  18th^  the  latitude  was  50*"  28'  south, 
and  the  longitude  79""  53'  IS*"  west,  and  we  all 
indulged  in  the  hope  that  we  had  passed  all  the 
perils  and  tedium  of  the  Cape ;  for  the  long  deep 
blue  swell,  which  distinguishes  the  Pacific  from 
the  Atlantic,  was  now  remarked  by  everybody; 
but  we  had  not  yet  passed  "  where  Chiloe's  tem- 
pests  sweep,*'  and  were  therefore  disappointed. 
On  the  19th  the  barometer  sunk  to  28*75  inches, 
and  we  soon  after  had  a  fresh  gale,  that  rendered 
it  prudent  to  '^  lie  to  under  a  close-reefed  main- 
topsail."  On  the  20th  we  fiirled  the  main-top- 
sail, and  lay  to  under  '*  the  fore  and  aft  sails,** 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  qualities  of  the  ship 
more  than  from  necessity,  and  it  was  not  till  the 
24th  that  we  got  a  fine  breeze  from  the  west. 
Our  position  was  that  day  42""  41'  south  latitude, 
and  77''  45'  west  longitude.  From  that  time  the 
weather  remained  pleasant,  and  the  winds  favour- 
able, till  we  arrived  at  Valparaiso. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Valparaiso. — Bay. — Monte  A16gre. — Anchorage. — Landing. 
— Townw — ^Market. — Scenes  in  the  Street. — Costume. 
— Oraci6n. — ^Plaza. — Cries. — Beggars. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  29th 
of  October,  1881,  after  a  passage  of  forty-nme 
days  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  having  sailed 
18,548  miles  from  New  York,  we  anchored  in 
the  Bay  of  Valparaiso. 

Those  who>  ^^  the  voyage  to  the  "  Vale  of 
Paradise,*'  had  anticipated  their  experience,  and 
formed  a  picture  of  the  place  in  their  imagina- 
tions from  written  descriptions,  found  their 
hearts  sink  with  disappointment  at  the  first 
glance.  *^  Is  this  the  lauded  '  Vale  of  Para- 
dise !'     Is  this  the  spot  we  have  heard  of  so 
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often  on  our  voyage,  as  the  scene  of  pleasure  !** 
exclaimed  some :  '^  I  feel  no  inclination  to  go 
ashore  at  such  a  looking  place.  It  resembles  a 
brick-kiln  more  than  a  town  !  If  the  lee  coast 
be  no  better  than  this^  I  have  seen  enough  of 
the  Pacific." 

Such  were  the  remarks  of  those  who  had 
never  twirled  in  the  waltz  with  the  fair  Chil6- 
nas,  nor  experienced  the  hospitality  of  a  Chile 
reception.  Yet  they  have  all  since  learned 
that  social  pleasures  may  be  totally  independent 
of  locality  and  scenery,  wliatever  may  be  their 
influence  upon  the  imagination  and  the  mind. 

On  approaching  the  coast,  the  land  is  seen,  in 
clear  weather,  above  the  clouds,  capped  with 
snow,  even  before  the  line  of  coast  is  perceived 
above  the  horizon.  At  sunrise,  the  chain  of 
the  gigantic  Cordilleras  is  seen  many  miles  at 
sea,  in  their  natural  and  desolate  grandeur. 
Soon  after  the  sun  rises,  the  land  is  shrouded 
by  a  curtain  of  mist,  and  it  often  happens  that 
fifty  or  sixty  miles  are  passed  over  before  the 
high  land  of  the  coast  is  descried.  As  it  is  ap- 
proached, we  find  it  rocky,  standing  up  broken 
and  wild  from  the  very  margin  of  the  ocean. 
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Still  doser,  its  barrenness  proclaims  itself ;  and 
few  are  not  disappointed,  when  they  discover 
in  midsummer  that  vegetation  is  parched  and 
dry. 

In  midwinter,  which  is  the  rainy  season,  all 
nature  is  gay ;    the  hills  are  green,  the  air  is 
soft  and  pleasant,  and  the  atmosphere  remark- 
ably clear.     Those  who  arrive  at  this  period  are 
always  delighted.    Thus  it  was,  in  the  month 
of  June^  that  a  late  traveller  saw  the  trees  and 
bushes  which  do  not  exist,  but  which  his  happy 
fancy  created  from  the  tall  cactus  that  stands 
as  an  indication  of  the  soil's  sterility.    In  Octo- 
ber, when  the  rains  have  ceased,  and  their  in- 
fluaDice  on  the  wild  vegetation  is  no  longer  felt, 
as  is  the  case  now,  the  high  hills  of  Valparaiso 
are  barren,  red,  and  bare ;  scarce  a  bush  is  seen, 
and  nothing  but  the  ''  cardon"  (cactus)  outlives 
the  drying  winds  of  summer.    These  facts  go 
far  to  reconcile  the  discrepancies  of  various  de- 
scriptimis.      Arrive  in  whatever  month   they 
may,  those  who  have   sojourned  here  a  few 
days  seldom  rejoice  to  leave ;  and,  after  a  few 
months  on  the  northern  coast,  return  with  re- 
newed  pleasure. 
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This  bay,  which  opens  to  the  north,  is  bound- 
ed by  a  land-line  resembling  the  curve  of  a 
sickle,  the  IcHiger  part  of  which  is  to  the  north, 
and  is  ultimately  lost  in  the  coast ;  the  shorter 
curve  terminates  in  what  is  called  Valparaiso 
Point.    From  it,  across  the  mouth  of  the  bay 
to  the  northern  point,  called  Concon,  is  nine 
miles.     The  anchorage  is  in  the  south-western 
part  of  the  bay.     In  the  shorter  curve,  or  oppo- 
site to  the  anchorage,  is  sheltered  under  the 
high  land,  ''  La  ciudad  y  el  puerto  dc  Valpa- 
raiso.'*    Scarcely  allowing  room  for  a  single 
street  along  the  beach,  the  hills  rise  perpendi- 
cularly a  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  then  fall  back 
and   continue  to   rise    at  an  angle  of  about 
t^venty-five  degrees.     On  their  very  summit  is 
erected  a  signal-staff,  or  telegraph,  which  stands 
two  thousand  feet  above  the  sea.*    The  high 
land  is  continuous  entirely  round  the  bay,  but 
IS  thrown  into  waves  or  undulations;  and  in 
several  places   is   broken   into  deep  glens  or 
gorges,  called  ''  quebrddas,"  which  embouche 
close  to  the  water's  edge. 

In  front  of  the  anchorage  is  a  high  bluff  or 

♦  Porter's  Journal. 
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Uock  of  laud^  formed  by  a  '*  quebrdda"  running 
OD  either  ade  of  it,  called  Monte  Al^gre,  and 
sometimes  reproachfully  **  Cerro  de  los  Judeos/* 
cft  Jew's  Hill.  Upon  it  are  built  several  fine 
dwellings,  occupied  by  English  and  American 
residents,  who  Uve  there,  almost  entirely  apart 
from  the  natives,  forming  a  sort  of  foreign 
colony.  The  quebr^a  on  the  right  is  the 
**  Quefardda  de  San  Augustin ;"  between  it  and 
the  next,  '^Quebrdda  de  San  Francisco,*'  are 
the  ruins  of  the  former  castle  and  governor's 
bouse,  which  were  shaken  down  by  the  severe 
earthquake  of  November  1822.*  Farther  to  the 
right,  the  high  land  is  divided  by  quebr&das 
into  several  bluffs,  called  by  English  and 
American  sailors  *Hhe  fore,  main,  and  mizen 
tops.** 

To  the  left  of  Monte  A16gre  are  the  Catholic 
and  Protestant  burial-grounds,  separated  by  a 
passage  twenty  feet  wide ;  and  not  far  from 
them  is  the  powder-magazine.  A  little  beyond 
this  point  the  high  land  begins  to  recede,  leav- 
ing a  broad  triangular  plain,  upon  which  is 

*  For  an  account  of  that  earthquake,  see  Miers'  Travels 
in  Chile  and  La  Plata.    London,  1826. 
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built  that  part  of  the  town  called  the  **  Alinen- 
dr^,'*  or  Almond  Grove.  The  name  led  the 
traveller  before  alluded  to  mto  a  supposition 
that  the  groves  seen  from  the  anchorage  are  of 
almond-trees,  but  there  are  not  more  than  two 
trees  of  the  kind  in  the  place.  What  he  saw 
are  the  **  Olivdres,"  or  plantations  of  olive-trees, 
of  which  there  are  five  or  six  in  different  parts 
of  this  section  of  the  town.  At  the  end  or 
bottom  of  the  Almendr^  is  seen  the  road  to 
Santiago,  mounting  in  a  zigzag  line  over  the 
hills,  or  **  Altos  de  Valparaiso.**  At  the  foot  of 
the  **  altos"  is  a  small  brook,  nearly  dry  in  sum- 
mer, but  which  in  winter  swells  to  a  large 
stream  almost  worthy  the  name  of  river. 

To  the  northward  and  eastward,  and  about  ^ 
three  miles  from  the  bottom  of  the  Almendrdi, 
is  a  small  fort,  under  the  guns  of  which,  in 
1814,  the  United  States  ship  Essex  was  cap- 
tured by  the  British,  after  a  gallant  resistance 
of  a  superior  force,  and  under  other  unequal 
circumstances.*  In  the  same  direction,  the 
Peak  of  Aconc^ua,  the  Bell  of  Quillota,  and 
the  great  chain  of  the  Cordilleras,  crowned  with 

*  Porter's  Journal. 
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popetual  sDow,  dose 
mountains. 


<i 


Hill  peeps  o'er  hiU,  and  Alps  on  Alps  arise." 


At  this  season  (October),  the  number  of 
launches  pulling  **  to  and  fro,**  loading  and  un- 
loading every  variety  of  craft,  under  almost 
every  flag,  announces  the  activity  of  trade. 
Close  in  to  the  western  shore  are  moored  two 
or  three  hulks,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  ex- 
pedition to  Peru  under  San  Martin,  which 
struck  the  fatal  blow  to  Spanish  power  on  this 
side  of  the  Andes.  The  only  vessel  of  the 
Chilian  Navy  now  kept  in  commission  is  a 
beautiful  brig  of  war ;  in  fact,  the  only  one  that 
has  any  pretensions  to  efficiency.  The  anchor- 
age is  considered  good,  though  at  certain 
seasons  it  is  dangerous.  In  winter,  which  is 
from  the  middle  of  May  to  the  end  of  August, 
north  winds  prevail,  and  throw  into  the  bay  a 
swell  so  heavy,  that  vessels  sometimes  snap 
their  cables,  and  are  driven  on  shore,  where 
they  soon  beat  to  pieces.  The  winter  is  also 
the  rainy  season,  if  a  dozen  rainy  days  in  the 
course  of  that  time  can  be  so  called.     The  most 
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implicit  reliance  is  placed  upon  the  indications 
of  changes  in  the  weather  afforded  by  the  ba- 
rometer :  so  soon  as  it  begins  to  fall,  even  when 
the  surface  of  the  mercury  becomes  concave, 
north  wind  and  rain  may  be  most  confidently 
expected ;  particularly  if  the  land  to  the  north- 
wai'd  be  distinctly  visible.  During  the  rest  of 
the  year,  the  wind  prevails  from  the  southward, 
and  blows  at  times  so  strongly  that  ships  drag 
to  sea,  from  the  anchoring  ground  being  a  de- 
clivity ; — the  same  winds  bring  with  them  such 
quantities  of  dust,  that  the  eyes  of  people  walk- 
ing the  streets  suffer  severely. 

Previous  to  18^0,  the  landing  was  upon  the 
sand  beach.  In  that  year  a  very  commodious 
jetty  was  built,  under  the  direction  of  an  officer 
of  the  Chilian  Navy,  who  is  by  birth  and  educa- 
tion an  American.  In  less  than  a  year  after 
it  was  finished,  those  piles  which  were  not  de- 
fended by  copper  were  completely  reduced  to 
a  honeycomb  state,  by  a  curious  little  animal, 
called  an  auger-worm  (terrido  navalisj,  from 
the  resemblance  its  head  bears  to  the  common 
auger.  It  is  small,  white,  and  almost  gelati- 
nous, with  the  exception  of  the  head,  which  is 
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armed  with  two  moveable  plates  of  shell,  by 
which  it  is  presumed  the  animal  perforates  the 
wood.  As  it  advances  in  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion»  it  lengthens  and  increases  in  size,  con- 
stantly enlarging  the  cell  in  proportion  to  the 
demand  for  accommodation.  The  cell  is  lined 
with  a  calcareous  coating  (the  secretion  of  the 
animal)  similar  to  the  shells  of  the  molluscous 
tribes.  The  worm  sometimes  attains  several 
feet  in  length,  and  an  inch  in  diameter.  From 
the  havoc  made  on  the  jetty,  it  may  be  easily 
inferred  what  would  be  the  fate  of  a  vessel,  not 
defended  by  copper,  were  she  to  remain  long 
in  this  port. 

The  town  of  Valparaiso  is  divided  into  the 
Port  and  Almendrfl.  The  port  consists  of  one 
irregular  istreet,  and  the  quebr&das,  which  are 
built  in  wherever  a  site  for  a  house  is  possibly 
attainable.  '^Ranches,''  or  huts,  are  perched 
about  on  the  hill  sides,  like  great  birds'  nests, 
whoever  a  resting-place  can  be  scooped  out. 
The  want  of  level  land  is  a  great  drawback 
upon  the  advancement  of  this  place;  never- 
theless, it  improves  more  rapidly  than  any 
other  city  on  this  side  of  Cape  Horn.     Most 
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of  the  houses  on  the  main  street  are  good  two- 
stcny  buildings,  occupied  on  the  ground-flow 
by  stores  and  ware-rooms.  In  the  eastern  part 
of  the  port,  and  in  the  Abnendral,  the  houses 
are  only  one  story  high.  They  are  all  built  of 
'' adobes/'  or  sun-dried  bricks,  white-washed, 
and  roofed  with  red  tiles. 

The  great  square  or  plaza  is  small.  Liately, 
it  has  been  much  improved  by  being  paved, 
and  by  the  erection  of  a  "  Cabildo,"  or  govern- 
ment house,  on  one  side  of  it.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  day,  the  plaza  is  filled  with 
trunks  made  of  hide,  full  of  fruit,  vegetables, 
and  baskets  of  poultry.  The  market  is  perhaps 
the  best,  and  is  certainly  the  cheapest,  on  the 
coast.  Beyond  the  plaza,  is  a  second  market- 
place, formed  of  booths,  ranged  in  the  form  of 
a  hollow  square,  where  are  sold  butcher's  meats, 
as  well  as  vegetables  and  fruits.  The  native 
method  of  butchering  is  very  different  from 
ours :  instead  of  cutting  the  animal  into  joints 
and  pieces,  the  large  muscles  are  dissected  out 
separately,  which  is  well  adapted  to  the  ways 
of  Chilian  cookery.  Butchers  meat  is  also 
hawked    about  the  town  on  jackasses,  which 
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generally  excites  disgust  in  the  stranger,  both 
from  the  dry  dirty  appearance  of  the  meat,  and 
the  sayage  bloody  look  of  the  butcher,  who 
canries  a  large  knife  in  the  hand,  as  he  slowly 
follows  the  ass,  crying,  in  a  drawling  tone, 
"  Came  de  vaca,  "or  **  came  cam6ro," — beef,  or 
mutton.  There  are  one  or  two  English  butch- 
ers, who  supply  the  foreign  residents,  and  fa- 
rdgn  vessds  visiting  the  place.  Poultry  and 
game  are  plenty,  and  sold  at  reasonable  prices. 

In  their  different  seasons,  varieties  of  fruits 
and  vegetaUes  in  abundance  are  brought  to 
market  from  the  neighbouring  valleys  of  Quil- 
lota,  Milapilla,  and  Casablanoa.  The  principal 
fraits  are,  grapes,  oranges  (not  very  good), 
apples,  pears,  peaches  (which  have  but  little 
flavour),  plums,  apricots,  nectarines,  lemons 
(both  sweet  and  sour),  limes,  figs  twice  a  year, 
the  first  crop  being  what  are  termed  ^*  brevas," 
and  the  second  ^*  higos ;"  strawberries  of  a  very 
large  size,  some  of  them  measuring  five  and  six 
inches  in  circumference,  but  of  very  inferior 
flavour,  and  excellent  musk-melons.  The 
water-melons,  which  are  small  but  very  good, 
form  a  large  portion  of  the  diet  of  the  lower 
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classes.  The  Madeira  nut,  and  a  large  species 
of  chestnut,  are  very  plenty.  There  is  another 
nut,  called  ^'  pinon,"*  very  similar  to  the  chest- 
nut in  taste.  The  vegetables  are,  potatoes, 
yucas,  cabbages,  cauliflowers,  cucumbers,  ra- 
dishes, pumpkins,  tomatoes,  lettuce,  celery, 
peas,  beans,  &c.  Neither  the  fruits  nor  vege- 
tables, owing  to  some  peculiarity  of  soil,  possess 
the  same  excellence  of  flavour  as  those  of  'Eu- 
rope and  the  United  States.  The  best  are  the 
grapes  and  figs.  The  fruit-trees  are  never 
grafted:  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
greater  care  in  their  cultivation  would  very 
much  improve  the  taste  and  size  of  the  fruits. 

Besides  all  the  good  things  of  the  land  men- 
tioned, the  bay  and  its  neighbouring  coasts  fur- 
nish the  market  with  a  variety  of  fine  fish. 
Many  of  the  molluscous  animals  taken  on  jthe 

*  In  Spanish,  the  Hide  (  "  )  over  the  n,  gives  to  the  word 
in  which  the  H  occurs  the  same  sound  as  if  it  were  followed, 
in  English,  by  the  letter  y;  thus,  pinon  is  pronounced 
pinyone ;  m'^o,  as  if  written  ninya  ;  mafUma^  as  if  written 
manyana  ;  Donoj  as  if  written  Donya,  &c. 

As  I  cannot  take  the  liberty  of  changing  the  Spanish 
orthography,  I  have  thought  best  to  give  the  above  ex- 
planation now,  that  the  reader  may  not  be  at  a  loss 
whenever  the  H  occurs*  in  the  course  of  this  work. 
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rocks  are  sold  in  the  plaza,  and  are  eaten  by  the 
lower  classes.  Amongst  them  are  several  spe- 
cies of  Chiton,  called  '*  prended6res,''  or  squeeze 
ers,  from  their  habit  of  rolling  themselves  up 
very  strongly  when  taken  from  the  rocks ;  one 
or  two  of  Sakmus,  or  bamade ;  a  large  species 
d  Damax,  several  of  the  Fissurella  and  Pa^ 
kOa^  and  one  which  is  styled  by  Blainville 
Ckomekolepas  Perumanus. 

From  the  greater  part  of  the  business  being 
transacted  within  a  small  space,  the  street  in 
the  morning  presents  a  very  lively  scene,  it 
was  formerly  almost  impassable,  from  the  col- 
lecting together  of  a  great  number  of  ox-carts, 
used  for  bringing  to  market  the  produce  of  Sant- 
iago and  the  surrounding  country.  A  decree, 
not  long  since  issued,  ordered  that  light  carts 
should  be  substituted  for  the  heavy  ones;  but 
the  evil  is  not  removed,  for  those  now  in  use 
are  nearly  as  large  as  the  old  '*  carr^tas."*  Be- 
sides, troops  of  laden  mules  and  jackasses  are 
constantly  passing  and  repassing;  and  half  of 
the  busy  world  of  Valparaiso  being  constantly 
on  horseback,  renders  it  necessary  to  be  always 
on  tiie  qui  vive  while  walking  the  street. 

VOL.  I.  I' 
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In  front  of  the  btDding  and  jetty  is  the  eiu* 
tom-house,  lately  erected,  and  well  adapted  to 
the  purposes  /or  which  it  was  intended ;  and  to 
the  left  are  the  **  capitania,"  or  captinn  of  the 
port's  office,  and  the  **  resguardo^''  a  department 
of  the  custom-house.  There  is  always  a  crowd 
of  boatmen  sauntering  about  this  spot,  ready  to 
make  themselves  useful  when  there  is  any  pio^ 
spect  of  remuneration.  They  are  stout»  brawny^ 
athletic  men,  with  good-humoured  faces  of  a 
light  olive  complexion ;  from  foreign  sailors  they 
have  acquired  English  enough  to  make  them- 
selves understood,  and  to  annoy  every  stranger 
who  passes.  The  moment  an  Englishman  or 
an  American  comes  in  sight,  a  half-dozen  of 
these  men  run  forward,  calling,  *'You  want 
boty — ^me  boty  very  fine,**  at  the  same  time 
rolling  up  the  legs  of  their  trowsers  to  be  in 
readiness  to  launch  one  of  the  whale-boats  from 
the  row  constantly  drawn  up  on  the  beach  to 
the  right  of  the  jetty.  K  the  stranger  main- 
tain silence,  the  boatmen  dance  down  before 
him,  looking  inquisitively  in  his  face,  and  if  they 
discover  he  really  wishes  to  embark,  they  ruatw 
each  to  his  respective  boat,  and  holding  up  one 


BOATMBN.— -▲0UADORS&  147 

band  to  attract  attentkni,  Todfeiate  or  cry  in 
an  ammated  tone,  ^  Aqui,  mi  patrdii — aqui,  me 
ktjf.*'  If  Hie  *•  patr6n''  now  declare  that  he 
does  n€>t  Intaad  to  go  afloat,  the  whole  crowd 
set  up  a  good-natured  about  at  the  expense  of 
tbehr  disappointed  brothers.  When  strangers 
Imd,  the  boatm^i  are  the  first  to  welcome  them 
with  smfiing  &ce8»  and  to  extend  an  arm  to 
asaisfc  them  on  shcne,  without  afterwards  ex^* 
peeting  a  reward  for  this  natural  sort  of  polite* 


Next  to  the  busy  appesrsnoe  of  the  street 
md  the  landings  the  individuals  oi  the  picture 
attract  attention.    The  <' aguaddres''  and  their 
donkeys^  tint  supply  every  family  with  water 
finim  sfirings  in  the  different  quebr^das,  stand 
forth  oons][ncuou8  in  the  eyes  of  the  newly. 
arrived  North  American.    The  donkey  carries 
two  small  barrds  or  kegs^  suspended  one  on 
either  mde,  in  a  wooden  frame  adapted  to  the 
purpose ;  and  the  *^  aguaddr''  sits  en  croupe, 
swinging  his  bare  legs,  first  one  and  then  the 
other,  as  if  spurring*    He  wears  a  coarse  cone- 
shaped  hat  drawn  well  over  his  face,  a  shirt 
with  sleeves  rolled  up  above  the  elbow,  a  leathern 

L  2 
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apron,  something  like  that  of  a  blacksmith,  and 
loose  trowsers  reaching  just  below  the  knee. 
He  carries  a  pole  about  six  feet  long,  armed 
with  an  iron  curve  or  hook,  before  hiin,  lying 
CTosswise.  A  small  tinkling  bell,  attached  to 
the  saddle,  gives  notice  of  his  approach.  These 
men,  apparently  the  happiest  and  steadiest  fel- 
lows in  the  world,  manifest  a  sort  of  indifference 
or  nonchalance  for  everything  around  them; 
having  learned  a  lesson  of  patience  from  the 
animal  they  drive,  they  are  never  in  haste,  nor 
can  they  be  induced  to  move  out  of  their  ac- 
customed pace.  When  the  water-carrier  stops, 
and  removes  one  of  the  barrels,  to  prevent  the 
other  from  dragging  the  saddle  round,  he  props 
it  with  the  pole  which  he  carries  for  that  pur- 
pose. Water  is  worth  a  real  (twelve  and  a  half 
cents)  the  "  cargo"  or  load. 

The  muleteers  also  wear  cone-shaped  straw 
hats,  "  ponchos,"  breeches  that  extend  below 
the  knee,  '*  botas"  or  leggings,  and  hide  sandals, 
with  great  spurs,  the  rowels  of  which  are  fre- 
quently three  and  even  four  inches  in  diameter. 
The  "  poncho**  is  an  oblong  piece  of  cloth,  from 
six  to  ten  feet  long,  and  from  three  to  five 
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broad,  fringed  at  the  edges^  with  a  slit  in  the 
centre  (bound  with  riband)^  |through  which 
the  head  is  passed,  leaving  the  ends  to  fall 
down  in  careless  drapery  before  and  behind,  so 
as  to  conceal  the  upper  part  of  the  figure. 
When  the  poncho  becomes  too  warm,  or  other- 
wise inconyenient,  it  is  knotted  round  the 
waisty  discovering  that  the  body  and  shoulders 
aze  clothed  in  a  coarse  dark-coloured  woollen 
diirt  or  frock,  with  short  sleeves.  The  poncho 
is  of  every  variety  of  colour ;  sometimes  plain, 
and  sometimes  ornamented  with  stripes  of  flow- 
ers and  fancy  patterns  in  lively  colours.  This 
garment  is  universally  worn  by  all  classes  when 
riding  on  horseback :  its  cost  varies,  according 
to  the  material  of  which  it  is  made,  from  four 
to  a  hundred  dollars.  The  legs  are  defended 
by  a  pair  of  woollen  leggings,  of  a  dark  colour, 
striped  or  plain,  extending  from  the  foot  half- 
way up  the  thigh,  and  secured  below  the  knee 
by  a  tasselled  garter,  giving  to  the  whole  figure 
a  striking  and  unique  appearance.  The  '*  bo- 
tas,"  like  the  poncho,  are  worn  by  all  classes 
when  on  horseback. 

Such  is  the  general  costume  of  the  "  arri^ros*' 
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and  '^peones/  muleteers  and  kbouMrs.  Yary«> 
ing  only  in  the  fineness  of  the  texture  aoewd- 
ing  to  the  wearer's  purse.  The  spurs  of  the 
poorest  class  are  of  ircHi ;  but  the  ambition  of 
every  man  in  Chile  is  to  obtain,  next  to  a  fine 
horse,  a  pair  of  huge  silvar  spurs.  The  mules 
are  covered  on  either  side  with  thidc  pads  of 
unsheared  sheep-dcins,  upon  which  the  load  is 
lashed  by  thongs  or  ropes  of  hide.  That  lie 
may  stand  quiet  when  laden  or  unladen,  the 
muleteer  blindfolds  the  animal  by  throwing 
the  poncho  over  his  eyes.  It  is  eunous  to 
see  laden  mules  coming  in  from  the  country* 
They  are  strung  together,  one  behind  the  otber^ 
by  a  hide-rope  or  halter,  leading  from  the  tail 
of  the  one  to  the  neck  of  the  other  in  suocee- 
sion,  with  a  space  of  about  ten  £eet  betwestt 
them. 

The  costume  of  gentlemen,  when  attending 
to  business,  generally  consists  of  a  skcxt  jadttt 
of  white  or  blue  doth,  according  to  tiie  season, 
and  a  felt  or  straw  hat,  of  Manila  or  Ckiayaquil 
manufacture,  not  differing  in  other  respect 
from  that  of  the  United  States.    The  young 
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mm  of  fortiuie  follow  the  fashicKis  given  to 
dinii  by  Frendi  or  English  taibn. 

The  dren  of  the  ladies,  when  walking,  is  the 
same  as  that  termed  in  the  United  States  an 
evening-dress.  They  vrear  neither  hats  nor 
bonnets,  but  instead,  ornament  the  hair,  which 
they  know  bow  to  armnge  in  exoellent  taste^ 
with  two  or  three  natural  flowers.  The  parasol 
afibrds  protection  to  their  oomj^xiou,  when  it 
requires  any,  for  they  sektcmi  walk  till  the  sun 
has  in  a  degree  lost  his  power.  Wh&i  they  go 
to  cburch,  which  they  do  every  morning  at 
sunrise  Uiey  dress  in  Uack,  with  a  veil  or 
mantiUa  over  the  head. 

Reader,  be  kind  enough  to  picture  to  your- 
sdf  a  busy  crowd,  composed  of  the  various 
figures  I  have  attempted  to  sketch,  moving 
through  a  narrow  street  in  different  directions. 
The  ^  aguadof^  threading  along  among  troops 
of  mules  and  carts;  merchants  discussing  the 
quality  and  price  of  goods ;  their  clerks  hurry- 
ing  to  sad  from  the  custom-bouse ;  the  ^*  gua- 
lo/*  or  countryman,  with  hat,  poncho,  botas, 
and  spurs,  seated  in  his  comfortable  saddle, 
with  toes  thrust  into  the  sides  of  huge  blocks 
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die  place  of  stirrupfi, 
;  ladies  in  their  walk- 
and  followed  bj  little 
Aiaaeo;  tbe  ^dulo£ro,* 
d  AaecUuijate»  ci3rii^  ^  dolceB;* 
pcdbn,  with  loads  of  ri- 
faands  and  trifles^  pnasing  in  stentorian  voices 
the  chgaym'As  of  tiieir  goods;  sailon  riding 
bosses  tbal  migfat  be  tiAm  lor  tbe  descendants 
of  ibe  famed  "  Rocmante.*^  pusbii^  and  spiir- 
rii^  on  in  spite  of  all  obstades.  Fancy  all 
these;,  and  tou  may  baTe  an  idea  of  Valpandso, 
near  tbe  landing;,  on  a  week-daj  morning. 

At  four  o'clock  in  tbe  afterooon  tbe  streets 
are  almost  deserted.  At  that  hour  business 
ceases :  the  natives  take  the  **  a6sta,"  or  after- 
noon nap,  and  forrigners  go  home  to  dine.  At 
sunset  the  wcnrld  wakes  up,  and  the  street  be- 
comes again  animated.  Tbe  chandler  makes 
bis  appearance,  bearing  a  load  of  dirty  tallow 
candles,  strung  on  a  pcJe  over  his  shoulder, 
crying  ^  Velas  de  sebo," — ^taUow  candles ;  and 

*  This  word  is  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  whole  of  diat 
inimitable  work  of  Cervantes,  Don  Quixote ;  it  is  derived 
from  mcni,  which  signifies  a  hack  horse,  and  imlir,  before  or 
formerly. 
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the  tinker  makes  himself  heard,  shouting,  *^  £1 
hcgalat^TO^  vasinicas  de  hojalata  mui  bardtas" 
—  the  tinkor,  chamber  utensils  of  tin  very 
dieap.  No  hour  could  be  more  appropriate  for 
vending  these  articles  than  the  dose  of  the 
day.  Ladies  and  gentlemen  sally  forth  at  this 
bour  for  the  ^  paseo/'  or  promenade ;  at  this 
boor,  toQ»  is  **  oradbn,** — ^the  church  bell  tolls, 
and  everybody  stands  silent  and  uncovered 
while  he  repeats  the  evening  prayer.  In  a  few 
seconds  the  bell  again  strikes,  and  every  one 
signs  himself  with  the  cross,  then  wishes  his 
neighbour  a  good  night.  On  these  occasions,  it 
is  the  etiquette  for  the  eldest  in  company  to  be 
the  first  to  say  good  night ;  and  it  is  sometimes 
amusing  to  see  them  dispute  who  shall  begin ; 
tiie  younger  ones  present  leaving  it  to  their 
seniors  to  make  this  sort  of  acknowledgment  of 
age — **  Diga  V™*,"  at  last  says  one—"  No,  Senor, 
diga  V"^,'*  replies  another ; — "  Say  you," — "No, 
sir,  say  you  !*' 

During  the  evening  the  shops  are  lighted, 
and  the  streets  are  enlivened  by  parties  of  ladies 
'*  shopping.''  On  Thursday  nights,  a  military 
band  serenades  the  Governor  at  nine  o'clock. 
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and  GTOfwds  of  peqple  afisemble  to  enjoy  it  witli 
him.  On  Saturday  nights  the  streets  are  par- 
ticalariygay.  The  plasa  is  sprinkled  over  with 
flat  baskets  of  shoes,  ranged  with  great  caie^ 
and  lighted  by  a  tallow  candle  studk  up(m 
their  sides :  it  is  a  custom  of  great  antiquity  for 
ladies  to  repair  tiiere  to  purchase  shoes,  for  it 
18  said  the  Chil^nas  require  a  new  pair  every 
week.  The  size  is  ascertained  by  measarinig 
them  with  the  spread  fingers;  ai^  perhaps 
experience,  gained  by  the  frequency  of  fitting 
themselyes,  is  of  considerable  advantage. 

Even  until  very  late  at  night,  men  4tfe  heard 
crying  throu^  the  street  **  aceitdnas,"  olives ; 
and  ^  picdntes,  **  morsels  of  meat  and  v^eta- 
bles  highly  spiced.  Both  during  the  day  and 
night,  beggars  sit  at  the  ccnners,  with  their 
feet  drawn  up  beneath  them,  their  hands  in  an 
implying  posture,  cryuig  in  a  whining  nasal 
tone  to  every  passer  by,  *'  Una  limdsna  por  un 
pobre,  por  el  amor  de  Dios'' — alms  for  a  poor 
man,  for  God's  sake.  Theae  appeals,  however, 
are  seldom  heeded.  On  Saturdays  it  is  a  uni- 
versal custom,  I  believe,  in  all  South  America, 
as  well  as  in  Spain,  for  beggars  to  throng  the 
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streets,  and  ask  alms  in  the  name  of  their 
patron  saints.  There  is  scarcely  a  family  that 
has  not  a  certain  number  of  mendicants  to 
whom  it  gives  something  on  Saturdays,  but  re- 
fuses charity  to  all  others,  and  to  them  also  on 
all  other  days.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  old 
men  on  horseback  beseeching  charity  in  the 
moat  piteous  tones; — "  Un  mediodto  pcnr  amor 
de  Dios* — ^a  medio  (about  three-pence)  for  the 
love  of  Grod.  The  diminutive  cito  is  added,  to 
lessen  in  appearance  the  amount  of  the  gratuity 
aaked.  I  «m  not  aware  how  much  this  custom 
leas  upon  the  proverb  about  "  set  a  beggar  on 
horseback^'*  &c*  or  whether  it  has  in  fact  any 
tnitfain  C^ile. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Society.  Introduction  to  a  Family. — Costume. — Furniture. 
— ^Mat6. —  Singing. — Cigars. — Presenting  €€  Fkfwer% — 
Leave-taking. — Traits  of  Character. — ^ADay  visiu — ^Anec- 
dote.— Tertulia  on  a  Sunday  Evening. — Dancing.^—*'  El 
cu&ndo." — "  La  Perdiz." — Foreign  Society. 

The  conventional  customs  of  society  in  Val- 
paraiso differ  in  manj  respects  from  those  of 
the  United  States.  Day  visiting,  except  on 
Sundays,  is  not  usual ;  which  is  the  reverse  with 
us,  that  day  being  set  aside  for  the  worship  of 
the  Deity :  yet,  on  becoming  intimately  ac* 
quainted  with  any  family,  it  may  be  visited  at 
all  times,  without  any  one  thinking  it  improper, 
or  even  hazarding  a  conjecture  as  to  the  motive, 
should  the  calls  be  frequent.  At  sunset  the 
ladies  are  generally  prepared  to  receive  com- 
pany, and  expect  it.  The  history  of  my  first 
visit  will  give  a  better  idea  of  the  t(xmB  of 
society,  than  a  simple  rehearsal  of  them. 
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I  foUowed  a  fnend  into  a  drawing-room, 
furnished  in  the  Chile  fashion,  with  tables^ 
mirrors,  a  sofa,  a  piano,  and  a  great  number  of 
diairs,  ranged  in  two  rows  facing  each  other, 
on  that  side  of  the  room  where  the  sofa  stood. 
A  ^'petate,'*  or  thick  straw-mat,  covered  the 
floor,  and  a  strip  of  carpet  was  laid  only  under 
the  chairs  on  one  side  of  the  room.  It  was  twi- 
tight,  and  candles  had  not  been  yet  brought 
Three  ladies  sat  upon  the  sofa,  conversing,  with 
their  feet  drawn  up  under  them,  a  la  Turque ; 
while  a  fourth  stood  looking  through  a  glass 
door  thftt  opened  upon  a  balcony,  beating  one 
bf  the  panes  with  her  fingers,  as  if  it  had  been  a 
paho,  and  humming  a  waltz.  The  evening 
was  cool,  and  the  ladies  were  all  covered  with 
large  shawls,  the  right  comer  being  thrown 
over  the  left  shoulder,  so  as  to  bury  the  chin  in 
its  folds,  much  after  the  manner  that  dandies 
wear  the  Spanish  doak.  In  the  winter,  this 
custom  is  universal ;  then  the  nose  and  chin  are 
hidden  in  the  shawl,  the  eyes  only  being  seen 
above  the  fold.  During  that  season,  having 
neither  hearths  nor  chimneys  in  the  house, 
except  for  the  kitchen,  the  ladies  keep  warm  by 
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jdadng  a  ^^bras^ro^"  or  copper  pm  of  well- 
burned  charooal,  near  the  8crfa»  Mftth  a  basket^ 
made  for  the  purpoee,  turned  orer  it,  opon 
which  they  rest  their  feet,  or  even  ait.  As  we 
entered  the  apartment^  which  was  high  and 
mry»  the  ladies  on  the  sofa  ceased  their  con- 
Tersation,  and  bent  forward  in  fovmal  salutatkii, 
as  my  conductor  said,  **  Como  pasan  natedeq, 
Seficnritas  ?  Un  Amigo  I**—"  How  do  you  dc\ 
ladies  ?  A  friend'' — pointing  to  me  as  he  pro- 
nounced the  last  word.  The  lady  who  was 
humming,  curtsied  and  took  a  chair. 

**  Que  fresquf to  es  la  nodie,  Don  Samuel  P-^ 
The  evening  is  a  little  cool,  Don^  Samud»~4Uk 
your  friend  to  be  seated,"  said  the  eldest  hdy 
to  my  cicerone,  and  then  resumed  the  conversa- 
tion for  a  moment  with  the  three  young  ladies^ 
who  were  her  daught^^.  I  felt  very  much  as 
if  I  were  not  welcome,  from  the  cold  reception 
we  had  received.  Presently  long  tallow  candles 
with  thick  wicks  were  brought  in,  and  one  set 
upon  eadb  of  the  tables  placed  under  the 
mirrors ;  this  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  survey 
the  arrangement  of  the  furniture  already  men*- 
tioned.    A  glance  showed  me  that  the  Axee 
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sisters  were  delicate  bninettes,  with  fine  Uadk 
eyes,  wearing  the  hair  in  two  large  ringlets  or 
rather  rolls  on  either  temple,  while  that  of  the 
back  of  tibe  head  was  folded  over  a  very  large 
tortoise-sheU  comb  of  beautiful  workmanship, 
emfiligrane.  Many  of  the  combs  worn  in  Chile 
measme  from  eighte^i  inches  to  two  feet 
around  the  top !  The  shawls  were  c^  Canton 
crape,  emlMx>idered  with  flos  silk,  (the  work  of 
the  ladies'  own  hands,)  and  the  dresses  of 
French  muslin  of  gay  patterns.  The  only 
(xnaments  in  the  hair  were  natural  roses  and 
pinks,  disposed  with  much  taste.  The  ex- 
pteanon  of  their  countenances  was  grave,  in- 
tdligent,  and  rather  pleasing.  When  the  lights 
were  brought,  the  ladies  on  the  sofa  slipped 
their  feet  to  the  floor,  adjusted  their  dresses^ 
and  Dcma  Juana,  the  mother,  said,  '<  El 
8e&or,  habla  CastelMno  r—*'  Does  the  gentle- 
man  speak  Spanish  ?"  My  friend  replied  that 
I  did,  and  said  to  me  in  English^  ^  Now  I  shall 
leave  yon  to  make  acquuntance  yourself." 

"  Usted  es  reden  llegado,  Senor  ?" — ^  You 
are  reo^iUy  arrived,  sir  ?**  This  question  was 
followed  by  several  others,  and  the  good  lady 
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seemed  to  manifest  great  interest  in  all  my 
replies,  expressing  a  hope  that  I  would  be 
pleased  with  Chile. 

Que  seri  la  gracia  de  usted^  CabaU6ro  ?" — 

What  is  your  (christened)  name»  Cavalier?" 
asked  Dona  Carmencita,  the  eldest  daughter. 

Francisco,  para  servir  k  usted,  Senorita,*' — 

Francis,  at  your  service,  miss,"  I  replied. 
Are  you  fond  of  music,  Don  Francisco  T 

"  Yes,  very.     Do  you  play  ?*' 

"A  little."  Then  she  requested  her  youngest 
sister,  Doiia  Ignacita,  to  play  *'  alguna  cositay** 
some  little  thing.  The  yoiing  lady  obeyed  the 
i^uest  as  if  it  had  been  a  mandate,  opened  the 
piano,  and  played  several  waltzes,  at  the  end  of 
each  of  which  Don  Samuel  said,  ^'Mui  bien, 
Senorita" — "  Very  well,  miss.** 

She  was  interrupted  by  a  female  servant,  (a 
slattern  by  the  way,)  bringing  in  a  tray  of  tea 
and  mate^  followed  by  a  young  Indian  girl  from 
Arauco  bearing  a  silver  [[salver  of  cakes,  &c. 
The  Araucains,  when  taken  and  instructed 
young,  make  excellent  servants;  and  there  is 
scarcely  a  family  without  one  in  its  service,  par- 
ticularly where  there  are  young  ladies.    This 
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race  has  borne  the  character  of  fierce  and  war- 
like from  the  earliest  times ;  their  valour  and 
martial  prowess  have  been  celebrated  m  a 
piece  of  thirty-seven  cantos,  entitled  '*  La  Arau- 
cana,"  by  Don  Alonzo  de  Ercilla  y  Zuniga. — 
Speaking  of  the  country  of  Arauco,  he  says, 

«  Venus  7  Aman  aqul  no  alcanzan  parte. 
Solo  domina  el  iracundo  Marte/' 

The  ^^  mat^"  or,  as  it  is  familiarly  called, 
"  yerba  mate,"  (Ilex  ParaguensisJ  is  a  plant  of 
Paraguay,  used  in  almost  every  part  of  South 
America  as  a  substitute  for  tea.  It  arrives  in 
Chile  from  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  by  the  way  of 
Cape  Hom»  or  by  crossing  the  Cordilleras, 
packed  in  bales  of  hide.  It  presents  to  the  eye 
a  greenish-yellow  dust,  in  which  are  mingled 
broken  leaves  and  stems  of  the  plant.  This 
material,  infused  in  boiling  water,  forms  the 
**  mate,"  which  everywhere  in  Chile,  previous 
to  the  revolution,  was  substituted  for  the  more 
costly  tea  of  China ;  since  that  period,  the  old 
ladies  only  adhere  to  the  practice,  while  the 
young  ones,  more  refined  in  taste,  prefer  sip- 
ping young  Hyson  or  Bohea  from  a  gilt-edged 
China  tea-cup.    The  "  yerba,*'  with  sugar  and 

VOL,  I.  M 
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the  outer  rind  of  orange  or  lemon  peel,  or  pieces 
of  cinnamon,  are  placed  in  a  globular  vessel 
holding  about  a  gill,  and  boiling  water  is  pour- 
ed in  upon  them.  The  vessel  containing  the 
infusion,  termed  "  a  mat^,**  is  either  entirely  of 
silver,  or  of  a  small  gourd,  banded  with  silver, 
supported  by  a  stem  and  plate  of  the  same 
metal.  A  silver  cover,  perforated  with  a  hole 
for  the  passage  of  the  ''  bombilla,"  and  secured 
to  the  side  by  a  chain,  serves  to  retain  the  heat 
and  aroma  of  the  plant.  The  ^*  bombilla"  is  a 
tube  from  ten  to  twelve  inches  long,  terminated 
at  one  end  by  a  bulb  (not  unlike  that  of  a  ther- 
mometer) pierced  with  many  small  holes ;  like 
'*the  mat6,"  it  is  silver,  or  consists  of  a  cane 
tube  with  a  metal  bulb. 

Such  is  the  apparatus  from  which  the  elderly 
Chil6nas  sip,  or  rather  suck  their  favourite  be- 
verage, at  a  temperature  very  little  below  that 
of  boiling  water.  Dona  Juana  took  *^the 
mat6,"  and  after  two  or  three  sips,  offered  it 
to  me,  to  try  whether  it  were  pleasant ;  how- 
ever willing  I  might  have  been  to  receive  the 
tube  into  my  mouth,  immediately  after  coming 
from' the  pouting  lips  of  her  daughters,  I  must 
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confess  I  felt  some  repugnance  to  suck  the 
same  stem  with  Dona  Juana ;  yet,  recollecting 
that  one  of  Basil  Hall's  officers  had  given  of- 
fence by  carrying  a  ''  bombilla"  for  his  peculiar 
use,  I  took  *'  the  mat^"  and  finding  it  agree- 
able in  flavour,  did  not  relinquish  it  until  I 
had  drawn  it  to  the  dregs. 

Those  who  take  "mat6"  for  the  fii'st  time, 
usually  bum  their  lips ;  and  it  is  the  only  mis- 
take at  which  ladies  laugh ;  in  fact,  a  cynic  would 
scarcely  keep  his  countenance.  Fancy  a  gentle- 
man pressing  a  hot  silver  tube  between  his  lips, 
jerking  back  his  head  in  surprise,  then  apply- 
ing a  handkerchief  to  his  eyes,  and  while  he 
does  so,  attempting  to  smile — the  tout  ensemble 
produces  the  most  whimsical  expression  of 
countenance  imaginable.  Two  or  three  ''mat6s" 
are  generally  quite  sufficient  to  supply  a  com- 
pany of  eight  or  ten  persons;  for  they  are 
passed  from  mouth  to  mouth  till  all  are  satis- 
fied. When  the  fluid  is  exhausted, ''  the  mat6" 
is  replenished  with  sugar  and  hot  water  from 
a  silver  kettle,  usually  placed  in  the  room  upon 
a  small ''  braz^ro"  of  living  coals. 

The  young  ladies  preferred  tea,  and  I  joined 

m2 
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in  the  preference,  though  I  do  not  think  mat6 
disagreeable  to  the  taste.  The  whole  was  car- 
ried out  at  the  expiration  of  a  few  minutes. 
Mat6  drinking,  or  rather  sipping,  is  fast  going 
out  of  fashion,  and  in  the  haut  ton  is  now  sel- 
dom used. 

Doiia  Panchita,  the  second  sister,  played 
several  marches,  and  then  Doiia  Carmendta, 
upon  our  solicitation,  took  her  seat  at  the  in- 
strument, ran  her  fingers  over  the  keys,  and 
accompanied  herself  in  Rossini's  "  O  dolce  in- 
grata  patria."  She  sang  with  skill,  and  ex- 
ecuted with  much  taste  ;  but  she  had  the  nasal 
enunciation,  which  is  very  general  with  all  the 
Chil6nas  when  they  sing,  and  which  is  exceed- 
ingly disagreeable  to  those  unaccustomed  to  it. 

The  music  had  the  eflFect  of  removing  in  a 
considerable  degree  the  restraint  which  I  felt 
at  our  reception.  The  first  waltz  on  the  piano 
dispelled  the  stifihess  of  conversation,  which 
was  afterwards  carried  on  during  the  whole 
evening  with  great  vivacity. 

When  Dona  Carmencita  ended  her  song,  a 
small  silver  globe,  (supported  on  a  stem  and 
plate,  like  the  mat^-cup,)  holding  a  single  coal. 


CIGAHS.  165 

was  brought  in^  and  Dona  Juana  begged  us  to 
enjoy  our  cigars  the  same  as  if  we  were  at 
home.  *^  Don  Francisco,  porque  no  pita  usted 
su  dgaro?  Aaga  usted  lo  mismo,  como  en  su 
misma  casa." — **Don  Frandsco,  why  do  you 
not  smoke  your  cigar  ?  do.  the  same  as  if  you 
were  in  your  own  house."  Adopting  the 
maxim,  a  Borne  camtne  a  Bonte,  we  indulged 
ourselves  in  smoking  one  of  the  cigars  of  Chile, 
called  •'hojas,'*  or  "hojitas/'  They  are  about 
two  inches  and  a  half  long ;  the  wrapper  is 
made  of  the  inner  husk  of  corn,  and  filled  with 
coarsely-powdered  tobacco.  As  their  use  is 
apt  to  stain  the  fingers  of  the  smoker,  the 
fashicmable  young  gentlemen  carry  a  pair  of 
delicate  gold  tweezers  for  holding  them.  The 
dgar  is  so  small  in  size,  that  it  requires  not  more 
than  three  or  four  minutes  to  smoke  one.  It 
serves  well  to  fill  up  an  interval  in.  conversation. 
At  terttilias  the  gentlemen  sometimes  retire 
to  a  balcony  to  smoke  one  or  two  cigars  after 
a  dance. 

About  eight  o'clock,  a  party,  consisting  of 
four  ladies  and  two  gentlemen,  came  in.  The 
same   stiffness   of  reception  was  manifest   on 
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their  entrance,  except  that  the  ladies  rose  from 
their  seats  and  embraced  their  female  guests 
one  after  the  other.  Yet  the  conversation  was 
soon  very  animated,  dresses  were  criticised,  the 
theatre  spoken  of ;  and  it  was  mentioned  as  a 
profound  secret,  that  a  ball  was  to  be  given  by 
some  one  of  their  mutual  friends.  Then  the 
subject  changed  to  the  indisposition  of  some 
one  of  the  family,  and  each  lady  recited 
a  long  list  of  remedies  which  were  infalli- 
ble, relating  how  such  a  one  had  suffered 
fiom  the  same  disease.  I  inferred  fi*om  the 
whole  discussion,  that  a  violent  quack  medicine 
called  **  Panquimagogo**  was  the  most  effec- 
tual, as  well  as  the  most  popular,  of  all  reme- 
dies in  all  diseases. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, ices,  cakes,  liqueurs,  and  water,  were 
served  to  all.  The  conversation  did  not  flag ; 
and  I  was  impressed  with  the  fact,  that  the 
ladies  frequently  displayed  considerable  arch- 
ness and  humour  in  their  remarks ;  and  this 
I  found  to  be  the*  case  in  all  my  intercourse 
¥rith  Chilian  society. 

Just  before  taking  leave,  Dona  Ignacita  left 
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the  room,  and  returned  in  a  few  minutes  with 
a  handful  of  flowers,  and  presented  one  to  each 
of  the  guests,  in  a  manner  that  was  very  grace- 
ful, her  face  being  lighted  up  with  smiles ;  yet 
she  said  not  a  word.  This  universal  custom  of 
presenting  flowers  to  guests  is  a  beautiful 
token  of  welcome;  and  where  they  are  not 
offered,  it  is  certain  that  the  visitor  has  not 
made  a  favourable  impression,  and  a  repetition 
of  his  visits  will  not  be  acceptable.  This  pre- 
saltation  is  made  on  the  three  or  four  first 
visits,  but  is  afterwards  omitted.  Of  the  origin 
of  this  custom  I  know  nothing;  yet  I  was 
pleased  with  it,  and  bore  off  my  rose  as  an 
emblem  of  friendship,  and  valued  it  more  when 
I  came  to  understand  the  full  force  of  this  kind 
of  language. 

When  we  took  leave,  the  ladies  again  em* 
braced  their  female  guests;  and  Dona  Juana 
said  to  me,  ''  Senor  Don  Francisco,  ya  sabe 
usted  la  casa,  y  es  a  la  disposicion  de  usted." — 
"Don  Francisco,  now  you  know  the  house, 
and  it  is  at  your  disposal.''  I  thanked  her,  and 
said  I  should  take  great  pleasure  in  repeating 
my  visit.     "  Cuando  guste  usted  Caball6ro."~ 


168  THREE  YEARS  IN  THE  PACIFIC. 

**  When  you  please,  Cavalier,**  she  replied ;  and 
turned  to  my  friend  Don  Samuel,  and  said, 
^  No  olvide  usted  la  noche  de  Domingo,  y  diga 
k  su  amigo,  que  venga  tambien."  —  **  Don't 
forget  Sunday  night,  and  tell  your  friend  to 
come  also  !** 

Such  are  generally  the  events  and  cai^mo- 
nies  of  a  first  visit  on  a  week-day  evening.  It 
will  be  observed,  that  I  was  introduced  as  a 
friend,  without  my  name  being  mentioned,  nor 
was  any  other  than  my  Christian  name  asked 
until  my  third  or  fourth  visit  After  that  the 
flowers  are  not  given,  unless  other  strangers 
be  present,  when  the  old  acquaintances  also 
receive  the  compliment  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  company.  There  is  something  so 
very  amiable  in  the  character  of  the  Chil^nas, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  not  to  be  pleased 
in  their  society.  Foreigners  who  are  unable  to 
speak  Spanish  well,  are  always  treated  with  the 
greatest  indulgence  as  respects  errors  of  speech, 
and  always  receive  encouragement  from  the 
ladies ;  they  anticipate  a  part  of  the  sentence 
when  they  observe  the  speaker  embarrassed^ 
but  never  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  him  feel 
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that  it  is  for  correction ; — ^then  they  are  so  pa- 
tient, and  speak  so  slowly  for  him,  and  never 
bugh,  or  even  smile,  at  his  most  ludicrous 
mistakes.  I  will  observe  here,  that  the  best 
way  to  learn  to  speak  Spanish,  is  first  to  be- 
come thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  conju- 
gation of  the  verbs,  then  visit  the  ladies,  and 
talk,  right  or  wrong — 

**  Tbxm  Juan  learned  his  al[^ia-beta  better 
From  Haidee's  glance,  than  any  graven  letter." 

I  think  Lord  Byron  good  authority  for  this  at 
least.  The  grammatical  construction  of  the 
language  may  be  studied  with  more  advan- 
tage after  the  student  is  able  to  speak  it,  than 
before. 

My  second  visit  to  Dona  Juana  was  between 
the  hours  of  twelve  and  one  o'clock  in  the  day. 
I  found  two  of  the  young  ladies  seated  at  their 
frames,  embroidering  shawls  in  very  beautiful 
patterns.  They  wore  the  shawl,  and  the  hair 
was  braided  and  hanging  down  the  back. 
Dona  Carmendta  was  sitting  on  the  sofa  a  la 
Turgue,  with  a  book  in  her  lap,  and  stooping 
forward  in  such  a  way  that  her  hair,  whiph  was 
loose  and  wet,  formed  a  complete  veil  for  her 
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face.  On  my  entrance,  she  laid  her  hair  behind 
her  ears,  and  closed  her  book.  Her  sisters 
pushed  aside  their  work,  and  adjusted  their 
shawls  and  dresses. 

The  shawl  of  a  Chilian  belle  is  a  most  rebel- 
lious and  troublesome  article  of  dress,  for  it 
will  be  constantly  slipping  off  the  should^,  and 
so  disclose  a  pretty  neck  and  upper  part  of  the 
bust,  which  the  young  ladies  are  ever  anxious 
to  conceal.  Ladies  never  pursue  their  needle- 
work in  the  presence  of  strangers,  or  rather 
visitors,  as  it  is  considered  impolite  ;  from  this 
circumstance,  foreigners  have  charged  them 
with  being  idle.  Yet,  when  it  is  recollected 
that  there  are  no  mantua-makers  in  Chile,  and 
that  the  ladies  make  their  own  dresses,  they 
must  be  exonerated  from  that  accusation. 
They  are  always  neat  in  the  decoration  of  their 
feet ; — silk  stockings  are  universally  worn. 

Doiia  Carmencita  apologised  for  the  state  of 
her  parurCy  saying  that  she  had  just  been  wash- 
ing her  hair  in  a  solution  or  suds  of  '^  quillai,'' 
and  it  had  not  yet  dried.  The  '*  quillai''  is  the 
bark  of  the  Quillajay  Sapanaria  Molina^  a  large 
tree  growing  at  the  foot  of  hills,  and  in  the 
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mountain  valleys  of  Chile.  When  the  bark  is 
broken  into  small  pieces,  and  infused  in  cold 
water,  it  forms  a  suds  similar  to  that  of  soap. 
With  this  the  ladies  of  Chile  are  in  the  habit 
of  washing  their  heads  once  in  about  ten  days ; 
they  say  it  preserves  the  scalp  from  dandruff : 
it  certainly  gives  the  hair  a  very  clean  glossy 
appearance.  Besides,  it  is  also  useful  for  cleans- 
ing doths,  silks,  and  crapes,  from  grease,  with- 
out injuring  either  their  texture  or  colour,  and 
is  sometimes  used  as  a  medicine. 

The  ladies  were  very  conversable,  and  made 
many  inquiries  about  the  United  States,  the 
North  American  ladies,  their  amusements,  dress, 
&C.  They  spoke  of  the  Peruvian  ladies  as 
being  distinguished  for  their  intrigues  and  want 
of  modesty,  and,  as  an  illustration.  Dona  Juana 
related  the  following  anecdote. 

A  marquesa  was  walking  towards  her  home 
one  evening,  concealed  in  the  peculiar  dress  of 
the  country,  called  "saya  y  manto,"  and  was 
spoken  to  by  an  unknown  young  gentleman  in 
a  doak,  who  importuned  her  to  go  to  a  caff6 
and  accept  of  some  refreshment.  She  finally 
consented.     After  partaking  of  ices,  cakes,  and 
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costly  wines,  to  an  amount  so  great  that  she 
thought  her  beau  would  not  have  mmiey 
enough  in  his  purse  to  pay,  she  called  the  host 
aside,  (whom  she  knew  well,)  and  told  him  not 
to  permit  the  gentleman  to  leave  the  house  till 
he  had  paid,  nor  to  accept  from  him  any  other 
pledge  than  his  pantaloons;  for  which  service 
the  landlord  was  to  receive  a  douceur.  The 
young  gentleman*s  purse  could  not  cover  one 
half  the  amount  of  the  charge,  and  mine  host 
vowed  that  he  must  have  the  whole  befwe  be 
left.  The  young  gentleman  offered  his  watch 
in  pledge*  which  was  obstinately  refused.  The 
marquesa  grew  impatient  at  the  delay,  and 
urged  her  beau  to  make  haste,  or  she  would 
leave  him.  The  landlord  demanded  the  panta- 
loons. The  young  gentleman  was  indignant, 
and  referred  the  case  to  his  fair  enchantress, 
who,  after  some  coaxing,  persuaded  him  to 
yield  his  pantaloons,  roll  his  doak  about  him, 
and  accompany  her  home.  He  consented.  She 
delighted  the  victim  of  her  sport  with  her  lively 
jeuj^  itesprit  as  they  walked  along,  and  at  last 
ushered  him  into  a  splendidly  furnished  room, 
occupied  by  a  brilliant  party  of  ladies  and  gen- 
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tkmen.  The  youth  would  have  escaped,  but 
the  fair  <me  held  him  tight  by  the  arm,  and 
ocmducted  him  to  a  seat.  He  drew  his  cloak 
doser  around  him,  and  bent  his  feet  under  his 
chair.  The  marquesa  introduced  several  of  her 
female  friends  to  him,  after  giving  them  a  hint 
of  her  joke.  The  young  ladies  insisted  that  he 
must  be  very  warm,  but  he  thought  it  was 
cold  ;  —they  urged  him  to  dance,  but  he  vowed 
he  oould  not.  At  last  the  ladies  became  rude, 
and,  forcibly  removing  the  cloak  from  the  young 
ca^^dier  a  shoulders,  exposed  him  to  the  whole 
company,  standing  in  his  drawers  and  boots. 
After  beixig  heartily  laughed  at,  he  was  turned 
out  of  doors. 

When  Dona .  Carmendta  told  the  story,  I 
asked  whether  she  believed  it.  She  replied 
laughing;  "  Qui6n  sabe  puez  !" — "  Who  knows 
then  !'*  This  expression  is  very  constantly  used 
by  the  Chilians,  and  the  word  puez  is  employed 
frequently  without  any  meaning  being  attached 
to  it.  Puez  bieUf  puez  buenOf  puez  si,  puez  no, 
aie  universally  used.  Not  unfrequently,  when 
a  pause  occurs  in  company,  the  dead  silence  will 
be  broken  by  some  one  exclaiming  with  a  sigh, 
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^Puez  81,  Seiior!''  which  serves  as  a  starting 
point  for  conversation. 

On  a  Sunday  evening,  I  accompanied  my 
friend  Don  Samuel  '*  to  assist''  at  the  tertiilia 
given  weekly  by  Dona  Juana.  We  found  a 
number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  old  and  young, 
pretty  and  plain,  already  assembled.  The  ladies 
were  ranged,  seated  facing  each  other,  in  a  long 
file,  extending  across  the  room,  the  appearance 
of  which  was  much  improved  by  the  carpet 
being  spread  entirely  over  the  **  petate,"  or  mat. 
In  the  United  States  the  carpets  are  always 
taken  up  for  ^oiries  or  tertuUas  (preferring  the 
latter  word),  when  dancing  forms  a  part  of  the 
amusement ;  but  here,  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
always  spread  for  that  purpose,  and  kept  rcdled 
up  to  one  side  of  the  apartment  at  other  times. 
Even  at  public  balls,  the  dancing-room  is  always 
carpeted ;  the  reason^  for  this  practice  is  that 
the  floors  are  of  tiles. 

The  gentlemen  were  slowly  pacing  the  apart- 
ment, standing  in  squads  of  two  or  three,  or 
conversing  with  the  ladies ;  and  two  or  three 
were  walking  in  the  balcony  smoking  "  hojitas." 

The  ladies,  now  laughing  and  talking,  had 
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thrown  aside  the  shawl,  and  displayed  the  bust 
and  figure,  beautified  by  the  aid  of  all  the  little 
machinery  of  a  female   toilet     In    this   par- 
ticular they  do  not  manifest  less  taste  than  the 
ladies  of  other  countries,  who  pay  a  moderate 
respect  to  the  great  tyrant — Fashion,     The 
Chil6nas  have   been  accused  of   using  pink* 
saucers  and  flake-white  ;*  yet,  so  far  as  my  ob- 
servation goes,  I  think  most  unjustly.     I  would 
not,  however,   defend  every   lady  in   this  or 
any  other  country  from   the  charge  of  using 
**  afeites  "  —  which  word  includes  all  those  ar- 
ticles used  for  beautifying  the  face  ;   as  rouge, 
pearl-powder,  pink-saucers,  flake-white,  move- 
able or  extra  curls,  and  the  long  list  of  cos- 
metics.     I   presume,  as  a  general  rule,  that 
female  vanity,  ceteris  paribus,  is   nearly  the 
same  in  all  parts  of  the  world.     W  here  intellec- 
tual qualifications  are  esteemed    superior    to 
those  of  a  personal  kind,  women  of  cultivated 
minds  will  scorn  to  attract  the  other  sex  by  the 
means  alluded  to ;  but  can  we  blame  those  bom 
where  female  excellence  is  estimated  to  consist 
of  mere  animalit^,  for  helping  Nature,  when  she 

•  Porter's  Journal. — Basil  Hall. 
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has  been  sparing  in  bestowing  personal  bieatities, 
by  the  use  of  those  "  afef tes  ?  *• 

Tea,  coffee,  &c.  were  served  as  with  us,  and 
afterwards  one  of  the  ladies  took  a  seat  at  the 
piano.  While  she  was  preluding,  a  gentleman, 
styled  *'  el  baston^ro,"  (who  is  some  intimate  self- 
elected  for  the  evening,)  cried  out,  "  Contra- 
danza,  Seiiores  :" — "  Contradance,  gentlemen  ;*' 
upon  which  intimation,  they  led  forth  thdr 
partners  and  stood  up  in  order.  The  music 
commenced;  the  time  that  of  a  slow  waits. 
That  the  grace  and  beauty  of  the  '^contva- 
danza"  may  be  appreciated,  it  must  be  seen ; 
the  figures  are  so  various,  and  some  of  them 
so  intricate  or  labyrinth-like,  that  I  will  not 
attempt  to  describe  them ;  they  exhibit  what 
might  be  termed  the  very  poetry  of  the 
Terpsichorean  art.  The  contradance  was  ficd- 
lowed  by  quadrilles  and  waltzing. 

**  Dulces,"  or  sweetmeats  of  various  kinds,  are 
served  during  the  evening,  in  a  manner  that  is 
peculiar  (so  far  as  I  know)  to  the  south-west 
coast  of  this  continent.  A  large  shallow  dish 
of  "  dulces,"  placed  on  a  silver  salver,  with  a 
number  of  small  forks  of  the  same  metal,  is 
offered  round  to  the  company,  each  lady  con- 
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vejing  a  morsel  of  the  sweet  to  her  mouth  from 
the  dish  by  aid  of  a  fork.  The  «  dulce"  is 
sometimes  very  little  more  consistent  than  thick 
syrup ;  then,  it  is  very  adroitly  twisted  round 
the  fork,  and  dexterously  deposited  in  the 
mouth.  Immediately  after  the  salver  of 
"  dulces,"  follows  one  with  goblets  of  water, 
which  the  Chilians  invariably  drink  after  eat- 
ing sweets.  On  these  occasions,  a  beau  hands 
the  glass  to  a  belle  in  a  gallant  manner,  hold- 
ing his  neat  cambric  handkerchief  beneath  it, 
that  a  drop  may  not  fall  upon  the  lady's  dress. 
A  few  dances  and  a  few  songs,  more  **  dulees,'' 
(and  ices  occasionally,)  bring  the  evening  near 
its  dose.  Then,  if  the  party  has  been  a  merry 
ODCf  the  ^  Cuando,"  a  dance  peculiar  to  Chile, 
is  performed.  It  is  always  accompanied  by  a 
scmg.  It  commences  like  the  minuet,  all  the 
gestures  being  very  graceful,  and  in  time  with 
the  verses,  which  run  thus ; 

^  Anda  ingr^ta  que  algun  dia 

Con  las  mud^nzas  del  tiempo, 

Llorar^  como  yo  lloro— 

Sentir^  como  yo  siento— • 
Cuando !  cuando  I 
Cuandoy  mi  vida,  cuando  !" 

VOL.  I.  N 
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With  these  lines  ends  the  minuet ;  the  allegro 
fdlow8»  and  the  step  changes  to  a  shuffle  or 
quick  beating  of  the  feet,  called  **  zapateando,** 
or  skoeimg  it,  to  the  following  lines,  while  erne 
or  two  persons  beat  time  with  their  palms  upon 
the  top  of  the  piano ; — 

^  Cuando  aeri  esa  dia 

De  aquella  feliz  mafiana 

Que  DOS  lleyen  ^  lo6  do6 

£1  chocolate  a  la  cama. 
Cuando  I  cuando  I 
Cuando  I  mi  vida,  cuando  !** 

With  these  lines  the  figure  changes  from  the 
minuet,  the  dancers  adyance  towards  and  re- 
treat from  each  other,  move  round  dos  a  do^^ 
^  zapateando*"  in  time,  waving  their  kerchiefs 
in  the  right  hand,  left  arm  akimbo,  whole 
figure  leaning  forward,  eyes  and  face  cast  down, 
till  at  last  the  gentleman,  with  a  gallant  ampi 
of  the  foot,  seizes  the  lady's  hand,  dodges  under 
her  arm,  and  both  gain  their  seats  amidst  the 
plaudits  of  the  company.  "  Otra,  otra," — 
Another,  another,  exclaim  a  dozen  voices,  and 
the  floor  is  occupied  by  another  couple,  and  the 
dance  is  again  repeated.  The  andante  verse  of 
the  song  contains  an  accusation  of  ingratitude. 
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and  a  prognostication  that  in  time  the  lady 
will  feel  and  weep  as  much  as  the  gentleman 
(who  sings)  has  felt  and  wept;  the  allegro 
supposes  a  reconciliation,  and  is  an  exclama- 
tory inquiry,  "  When  shall  be  the  nuptial  day !" 
The  following  verses  are  sung  as  andante, 
with  the  same  allegro  given  above. 

"  Las  duflsimas  cadenas 
Que  mi  triste  coerpo  arrastra ; 
Puesto  que  por  te  las  llevo, 
No  pueden  serme  pesadas.'* 

Allegro. 

**'  A  me  que  huya  los  rigores^ 
Conque  procuras  hertrme  I 
Yo  no  puedo  exlstirme, 
Si  prosigues  en  tus  amores  I" 

AUegro. 

<'  Cuando,  cuando,  tengo  pena, 
Me  voj  h.  la  orilla  de  la  mar, 

Y  le  pregunto  k  las  olas 
Mi  amante  me  dejar^  I" 

Atiegro. 

''  Bate  hermoso  raroill6te, 
Redbe  antes  que  te  partas. 
En  sefial  de  mi  memoria, 

Y  en  prenda  de  mi  conttancia  !** 

AUegro. 

N  2 
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The  following  stanzas  are  sonoietimes  sub- 
stituted both  for  allegro  and  andante : 

**  Cuando,  cuando, 

Cuando  yo  me  muere 
No  me  lloren  los  parientes 
Lloren  me  las  Alemblques 
Donde  sacan  aguardientes.*' 

Aileffro, 
"  A  la  plata  me  remito, 
Lo  demas  es  boberla, 
Andar  con  la  boca  seca 
£  la  barriga  vacia  I" 

There  is  another  dance,  called  "  la  perdiz,** 
which  sometimes  follows  the  "  cuando,**  and 
occasionally  takes  its  place.  It  is  performed 
with  the  accompaniment  of  beating  time  with 
the  palms,  and  singing  the  following  verses  to 
rattier  a  lively  air  : 

<<  Hay  I  de  la  perdlz,  madre, 
Hay  I  de  la  perdlz, 
Que  se  la  Ueva,  el  gato, 
Y  el  gato — ^mis,  mis — 
Yen  aca,  ven  aca,  mis,  mis." 

The  step  is  similar  to  that  exhibited  in  the 
"  cuando."  When  the  above  lines  are  con- 
cluded,  the   dancers   stand    opposite    to    each 
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Other,  and  the  lady  repeats  a  stanza  from  me- 
mory, such  as  follows : 

**  Tengo  una  escalerita, 
Llena  de  flores, 
Para  subir  al  cielo, 
De  mis  amores.*'* 

The  chorus  is  then  repeated  with  the  dance 
and  waving  of  the  handkerchief.  When  it 
ceases,  the  gentleman  is  bound  to  reply  to  the 
lady  in  an  appropriate  stanza  from  some  of  the 
poets,  or  make  one  impromptu  for  the  occasion. 
This  alternate  dancing  and  recitation  are  con- 
tinued till  the  lady  has  exhausted  her  memory, 
or  till  she  has  repeated  six  or  eight  stanzas. 
When  the  dancers  possess  humour  or  wit,  as 
they  frequently  do,  "  la  perdiz"  becomes  the 
source  of  great  merriment  and  enjoyment. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  the  old  ladies  begin  to 
embrace  their  friends,  the  young  ones  imitate 
them,  and  the  "  tertulia"  is  broken  up.  Nothing 
in  the  way  of  evening  party  can  exceed  the 

•  Thus  rendered,  literatim  — 

*^  I  have  a  little  ladder 
Full  of  flowers, 
To  mount  to  the  heaven 
Of  my  loves!" 
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social  cordudi^,  the  fireedom  from  restraint, 
and  the  general  enjojmes^t  afforded  at  the 
^  tertulias"  and  <^  reuniones"  of  ChUe. 

The  English-speaking  foreigners  in  Valpa- 
raiso, who  pretend  to  be  of  substance,  and 
somewhat  aristocratical  withal,  have  formed 
little  coteries  amongst  themselves,  and  never 
admit  the  Chilians  into  their  society,  except  on 
some  grand  occasion,  (nt  unless  the  ladies  are 
married  to  scxne  Englishman  €x  North  Ame- 
rican. All  the  English  and  American  ladies 
here  are  married;  therefore^  the  young  men 
seek  amusement  in  the  society  of  the  natives, 
at  least  till  they  acquire  the  language.  Few  of 
them  are  able  to  speak  it  on  their  arrival,  •  and 
even  after  a  long  residence  in  the  country  they 
rarely  learn  to  speak  well.  The  Germans  and 
French  possess  an  innate  power,  and  naturally 
more  industry  for  acquiring  languages,  and 
perhaps  greater  facilities  than  others ;  we  gene- 
rally find  them  speaking  with  grammatical  pro- 
priety, and  often  with  elegance,  though  not 
with  the  purity  of  accent  often  att^ed  by  the 
Americans  and  English. 

A  difference  of  education  and  religion,  a 
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difftcenoe  in  the  estimate  of  pleasures  and 
amnseinents,  together  with  the  inability  to 
speak  fluently  the  languages  of  each  other,  are 
suffident  reasons  for  the  want  of  oongeniality 
ohserrable  between  the  foreign  and  Chilian 
ladies :  and  I  have  invariably  remarked,  that 
when  they  have  met  at  petUes  soirees,  the 
society  has  been  under  restraint,  and  hilarity 
repressed.  This  is  particularly  true  of  water* 
parties,  for  which  the  ChiI6nas  have  a  great 
ifldng,  and  which  are  most  cheerful  when  en- 
tirely Chilian,  or  North  American  and  English. 
The  foreign  society,  compared  with  the  Chilian, 
is  more  intellectual — more  conversational — m<»e 
devoted  to  eating ;  while  the  Chilian  is  more 
musical  (not  of  the  highest  order,  however) — 
more  chit-chatable — more  flirtationable ;  and 
then  they  dance  and  glance ; — there  is  a  sort  of 
rivalship,  too,  between  the  qualities  of  the  head 
and  heels,  for  the  face  grows  grave  whenever 
the  feet  "  move  to  measure."  The  Spanish 
sodefy  is  more  fitted  to  please  and  amuse  naval 
officers  during  their  short  visits;  but,  for  a 
long  sojourn,  the  English  and  North  Ameri- 
can   met    with    in  Valparaiso    is   preferable. 
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ConsideriDg  the  discordant  materials  of  which 
it  is  composed,  the  foreign  society  may  be  pro- 
nounced good.  The  Elnglish  abroad,  so  far  as 
I  have  seen,  generally  assume  a  higher  stand 
than  they  have  held  or  can  hold  at  home ;  and 
adopting  the  maxim  of  Hamlet — *'  assume  a 
virtue  if  you  have  it  not,** — set  up  for  dis- 
tinction, and,  from  their  efforts  to  gain  it,  very 
often  deserve  it.  North  Americans  are  occa- 
sionally obnoxious  to  similar  remarks.  There 
is  a  jealousy  between  the  two  naticms  that 
sometimes  peeps  forth  ;  — in  fact,  there  is  a  dis- 
agreeable sort  of  surveillance  mutually  exercised 
by  the  people  of  both  sides  of  the  water. 
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Finding  myself,  towards  the  end  of  May 
1832,  in  Valparaiso,  with  a  few  weeks'  leisure, 
and  a  friend  about  returning  to  his  residence 
near  Santiago,  I  determined  to  embrace  the 
opportunity  of  paying  a  visit  to  the  capital  of 
Chile.  This  is  not  the  most  favourable  season 
for  travelling,  but  inasmuch  as  the  rains  had 
been  backward,  we  anticipated  that  the  roads 
would  be  good. 

The  usual  mode  of  travelling  is  in  a  gig. 
The  vehicle  used  here  differs  in  nothing  from 
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that  of  the  United  States^  except  that  the  wheels 
are  clumsy,  and  of  a  stronger  construction.  It 
firequently  happens  that  the  gig^  from  rough 
treatment,  is  sadly  shattered,  and  in  consequence 
almost  covered  with  thongs  of  hide,  running  in 
different  directions,  to  keep  it  from  tumbling 
to  pieces.  The  one  selected  for  our  journey 
had  a  neat  green  body,  hung  low,  with  a  gilt 
wreath  running  round  the  panels ;  the  top  was 
broad,  and  hung  forward  so  much  that  it 
afforded  us  ample  protection  both  from  sun 
and  rain. 

The  gear  of  the  team  is  rather  peculiar.  The 
horse  placed  in  the  shafts  is  harnessed  in  the 
ordinary  manner,  with  the  exception  of  having 
a  short  leading  rdn,  held  by  a  postillion,  who 
rides  a  horse  attached  on  the  left  side  by  a 
swingle-tree.  His  saddle,  like  all  those  of  the 
country,  rises  high  before  and  behind,  affording 
a  secure  seat,  and  is  composed  of  several  pieces ; 
first,  a  rough  wooden  tree  is  put  on  over  two  at 
three  back-cloths,  and  then  as  many  **  pillons,** 
or  sheep-skins  dressed  with  the  wool  on,  and 
dyed  of  various  ccdours,  are  placed  over  it.  The 
whole  is  secured  by  a  girth  made  of  a  dozen 
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thin  strips  of  hide  worked  into  large  rings  at 
each  end,  and  attached  to  the  saddle  by  siaiilar 
thongs.  The  stirrups  are  pyramidal-sbaped 
blocks  of  wood,  carved  in  some  curious  pattern, 
and  sometimes  ornamented  with  plates  of  sUvcor, 
having  holes  on  one  side  to  accommodate  the 
feet    The  reins  are  of  plaited  hide,  terminating 

« 

in  a  thong  six  or  eight  feet  in  length,  which 
answers  aU  the  purposes  of  a  whip.  The  bit  is 
vay  powerful,  and  capable  of  controlling  the 
most  vicious  horse.  At  the  saddle-bow  is  car- 
ried a  long  knife,  used  both  for  feeding  and 
defence ;  the  "  lazo,"  or  noose  of  hide,  without 
which  the  horseman  would  be  frequently  at  a 
loss,  is  carried  behind.  The  postillions  wear 
straw  hats,  over  Madras  or  silk  handkerchiefs 
knotted  about  the  head,  the  ends  hanging  down 
behind.  A  short  jacket,  coarse  pantaloons^ 
botas,  great  spurs,  and  the  poncho,  sometimes 
knotted  carelessly  round  the  waist,  or  hanging 
unembarrassed  over  one  shoulder,  complete  the 
travelling  dress. 

One  advantage  of  this  mode  of  travelling  is, 
that  the  traveller  is  free  to  choose  his  hour  for 
setting  out  as  well  as  that  for  halting ;  and  as 
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oBhr  Twi*  oDi  xidr  iMgcdier,  he  ahrmyt  has  the 
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b  liafi.  iiie  cigr  haatk,  Aoc  wm  failed  to  go 
&an  VaoHBsiBo  no  "latf  Ja^j.!  i  for  seventeen  dol- 
hof^z  amring  to  i^  jhupmc  of  epmmeice,  and 
fiOBABQneni  aHseBatr  «f  mcfe  frequent  com- 
banisM  liie  port  and  the  cajHtal, 
ihr  fruiE-  if  Tocbioed  to  ten. 

Abom  ^-me  o<dLickF.B^  our  *" eapat&iT  (aort 
of  pre»«  CT  crersecr  -  hraogfat  the  gig  to  the 
doer:  amd.  baiinir  ^mn  our  tnuiks  carefuDy 
Infani  vhh  tbcv^  of  hide  to  the  ades  of  a  pair 
<it'pasxs%x  \ms^:Mge^mvie&.  we  mounted.  WUle 
ckanxD^  vith  oar  friends,  and  giring  occasional 
dimoons  about  the  muks^  our  Tehide  was 
wdi  $toved  with  what  are  called  ^encomiAS- 
da&^  or  5maD  padcages  directed  to  various 
persons  in  Santiago.  We  were  seated;  the 
postillion  looked  hack,  nodded  his  head>  and 
saidL  interrogativelr,  **  Ya  vamos,  Senmes  ?* — 
•*!>>  we  start  now,  gentlemen  ?"  We  answered, 
**  Vamos.^  He  bestowed  his  whip  right  and 
left,  and  we  trotted  off  as  fast  as  the  many  ob- 
structions from  mules  and  carr^tas  crowded  in 
the  naiTow  street  would  allow.     On  reaching 
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the  lower  end  of  the  Almendral,  we  met  the 
second  "  peon,***  or  postillion,  with  a  troop  of 
six  or  eight  horses,  destined  as  a  relay  upon  the 
road.  We  halted;  the  capataz  came  up  with 
the  mules,  and  drove  them,  as  well  as  the  extra 
horses,  ahead.  In  the  mean  time,  the  second 
postillion  hitched  on  to  the  vehicle  by  a  thong 
passing  from  the  shaft  to  his  saddle  girth ;  then 
both  applying  whip  and  spur,  we  moved  up 
the  Altos  de  Valparaiso  at  a  round  trot,  with 
three  horses  abreast. 

Domingo,  the  capataz,  had  several  new  straw 
hats,  which  he  was  carrying  to  some  of  his 
friends ;  they  were  placed  one  within  the  oth^, 
and  then  upon  his  own,  forming  a  pyramid  on  his 
head.  He  had  changed  the  pace  of  his  stout  long- 
bodied  horse  into  a  walk,  when  Domingo  threw 
the  rein  behind  him,  and  resting  a  hand  on  each 
thigh,  allowed  his  person  to  move  from  side  to 
side  with  the  alternate  steps  of  the  animal,  as 
he  preceded  us  up  the  alto.  As  the  ascent 
grew  more  steep,  our  speed  slackened,  and  the 
"  peon,**  named  Pep6,  drew  forth  an  **  hojita,'* 
and  having  properly  adjusted  it,  held  it  cross- 

*  The  word  "  peon"  designates  a  labouring  man. 
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wise  betwixt  his  lips,  while  he  struck  fire  by 
the  aid  of  a  small  horn  of  tinder,  and  in  a  little 
while  both  Pep^,  and  Manuel  the  second  peon, 
were  quietly  smoking. 

Pep6  was  a  stout,  well-formed  youth,  about 
five  feet  six  inches  high,  and  perhaps  twenty 
years  old.  He  possessed  an  amiable  though 
somewhat  serious  face,  with  good  teeth,  and  a 
cheek  like  a  dirty  peach.  He  had  a  new  ^ng*- 
ham  jacket,  which  he  was  desirous  of  protecting 
from  the  dust,  and  therefore  tied  two  corhets  bf 
a  handkerchief  under  his  chin,  allowing  it  to 
hang  down  behind  like  a  doak.  Manuel  was 
perhaps  younger,  equally  vigorous,  but  pos- 
sessed of  a  most  roguish  countenance,  though 
not  less  healthful  than  diat  of  his  companion ; 
in  fact,  he  was  a  frolicsome-looking  youth, 
with  well-turned  limbs.  These  two  **  peones" 
seemed  to  be  the  best  friends  in  the  world,  and 
had  I  not  inquired  as  to  the  fact,  I  should  have 
thought  they  were  brothers;  for  during  the 
whole  journey,  they  were  always  ready  to  strike 
fire  for  each  other,  and  perform  a  thousand 
other  little  friendly  ofiices.  The  *'  capataz*'  Was 
a  man  of  about  thirty,  stout,  well-made,  and  six 
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feet  high.  The  "  peones"  obeyed  his  orders 
cheerfully,  but  never  treated  him  with  the 
deference  that  I  have  seen  elsewhere  observed 
by  persons  similarly  related.  These'  men  were 
a  fair  specimen  of  what  is  termed  the  "  peo- 
ndda,**  or  labouring  population  of  Chile.  They 
were  active,  cheerful,  and  respectful,  without 
being  servile,  and  well  calculated  to  be  mem- 
bers of  a  free  and  independent  republic.  Those 
men  who  live  as  they  do,  are  remarkable  for 
the  developement  of  their  lower  limbs ;  it  is  not 
unusual,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  to  say, 

"  Don  tiene  buena  piema,"  —  such  an 

one  has  a  good  leg;  meaning,  he  is  a  good 
hcMTseman. 

The  summit  of  the  Altos  de  Valparaiso  is  1260 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.*  Like  all  the 
high  land  round  Valparaiso,  it  is  chiefly  copr 
posed  of  blocks  of  decomposing  feldspar,  cover- 
ed with  a  thin  soil,  scarcely  sufficient  to  nourish 
the  cactus  plants  that  stand  on  its  most  pro- 
minent points.  The  road  has  been  cut  into  the 
solid  rock  in  some  places  with  very  considerable 
labour ;  it  mounts,  in  a  zig-zag  line,  up  one  side 

*  Miers,  Travels  in  Chile. 
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of  a  deep  quebrdda,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
runs  a  pebbled  brook.  Though  a  considerable 
toll  is  levied  for  keeping  it  in  repair,  it  is  sadly 
out  of  order.  Every  laden  mule  entering  into 
or  going  out  of  Valparaiso  pays  a  "  medio"* 
(about  threepence).  This  tax  is  sold  yearly 
by  the  government  at  auction  ;  the  purchaser 
collects  the  toll,  and  the  government  engages  to 
keep  the  road  in  good  travelling  condition. 
Yet  in  winter  it  is  rarely  travelled  in  safety ; 
for  the  rains  of  a  single  night  swell  the  streams, 
and,  carrying  off  the  fragile  bridges,  render  the 
road  impassable  till  the  waters  subside.  In  the 
winter  of  1827,  intercourse  between  Santiago 
and  the  port  was  suspended  from  this  cause 
for  several  days. 

*  The  coins  of  Chile  are  all  of  gold  or  silver.    Banks  and 
bank  notes  are  unknown. 


Gold. 

Dolrs. 

Silver. 

Doln. 

Onza,      equal  to 

17  25 

Peso,        equal  to 

i  00 

Media  Onza,  do 

8  62} 

Dos  reales,     do 

25 

Doblon,          do 

4  314 

Real,             do 

12J 

Escudo,         do 

2  15i 

Medio,           do 

6i 

Cuartillo,       do 

3 

The  dollar  is  rare.    The  small  pieces  are   irregularly 
clipped,  and  familiarly  called  "  cut  money." 
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In  about  half  an  hour  we  reached  the  top  of 
the  hiU.  Here,  for  a  moment  only,  we  had  a 
magnificent  view.  The  town  lay  almost  be- 
neath us,  the  bay  spread  its  beautiful  sheet  of 
water  before  the  eye,  and  the  ocean  expanded 
away  till  it  met  the  sky  and  disappeared.  Only 
one  small  sail,  like  a  bright  speck  on  the  blue 
expanse,  was  seen  approaching  the  harbour. 

From  rough,  the  road  now  became  smooth ; 
the  south  wind  swept  fresh  and  cool  across  it. 
Pep6  untied  the  poncho  from  his  middle,  and 
thrusting  his  head  through  its  centre,  concealed 
the  upper  part  of  his  figure  in  its  drapery. 
Manuel  cast  off  the  trace  from  his  saddle-girth, 
and  went  away  with  the  capataz.  Pep6  put 
spurs,  lashed  his  heavy  whip  right  and  left,  and 
made  a  cheering  noise  to  the  animals.  They 
pricked  up  their  ears  ;  the  one  in  the  shafts  set 
off  in  a  rapid  trot,  while  that  on  which  the 
postillion  rode  advanced  in  a  beautiful  canter. 
Pepe  sat  like  a  part  of  the  animal  upon  which 
he  was,  his  poncho  flapping,  and  the  ends  of 
the  handkerchief  round  his  head  fluttering  on 
the  breeze.  Quick  motion  is  the  most  pleasant 
stimulant  in   the  world,  whether  on   shore  or 

VOL.  I.  o 
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afloat.  Pep^  oommenoed  a  song  in  the  nasal 
yet  melancholy  tone  of  the  country,  acocHnpa^ 
nied  by  the  jingle  of  his  huge  spurs  and  the 
rattling  of  the  wheels  over  the  hard  dry  ground. 

My  companion,  as  well  as  myself,  during  the 
dow  ascent  of  the  bill,  had  sunk  back,  each  into 
his  comer ;  he  enjoyed  a  sort  of  reverie,  enve* 
loped  in  the  smoke  of  a  cigar,  which  stole  quiet- 
ly upwards  in  a  little  blue  stream  from  the  cor- 
ner of  his  mouth,  while  I  watched  the  horses' 
heads  as  they  alternately  nodded  up  and  down ; 
for  I  found  nothing  to  look  at  but  the  ascent 
before  us.  We  now  both  roused  up,  and  look- 
ed back  at  the  bay  and  the  ocean,  and  then  for- 
ward. The  country,  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  was  uncultivated,  barren,  and  irregular. 
We  saw  now  and  then  a  solitary  palm-tree 
waving  its  beautiful  green  head  on  the  lu-eeze. 
Our  horses,  mules,  and  capatis  had  disappeared 
in  some  of  the  gullies  or  by-roads. 

This  palm  is  very  valuable,  supplying  a  sub- 
stitute for  honey  in  a  country  where  there  are 
no  bees.  It  grows  from  forty  to  fifty  feet 
high ;  the  limbs  all  spring  upwards  from  the 
top,  and,  falling  over,  form  a  graceful  round 
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head.  The  fruit  is  in  every  respect  like  the 
ooooa-nut,  except  that  it  is  not  larger  than  a 
walnut.  At  particular  seasons  the  trunk  is 
bored,  and  the  sap,  by  evaporation,  forms  a 
honey,  which,  distilled,  yields  an  intoxicating 
liquor  called  '^guarap6,''  much  prized  by  the 
lower  classes.  The  annual  produce  of  a  single 
tree  is  estimated  to  be  worth  ten  dollars. 

When  descending  the  hill  to  P^nuelas,  we 
overtook  three  large  "  carr^tas,"  on  their  way  to 
the  capital.  The  carr^ta,  or  cart,  is  a  most 
dumsy  unwieldy  kind  of  vehicle.  The  wheels 
are  about  ten  feet  high,  bound  with  a  huge 
wooden  tire,  the  felloes  of  which  are  applied  in 
such  a  way  that  the  joints  fall  between  those  of 
the  wheel-felloes ;  the  whole  being  secured  with 
wooden  pins,  gives  strength  to  the  structure. 
The  hubs  are  simply  blocks,  or  rather  sections 
of  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  with  a  hole  burnt  through 
the  centre  for  the  axle,  which  is  never  greased ; 
because,  it  is  said,  the  squeaking  noise  caused 
by  the  friction  of  the  dry  wood  served  to 
waken  the  drowsy  custom-house  officers  sta- 
tioned on  the  road  during  the  Spanish  regime; 
and  now  the  oxen  have  become  so  accustomed 

o  2 
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to  the  sound,  that  they  are  unwilling  to  move 
without  it.  The  body  of  the  cart  is  fourteen 
or  fifteen  feet  long,  by  six  or  seven  broad, 
covered  over  with  an  arching  canopy,  made  of 
canes  or  wattled  straw,  having  small  square 
holes  cut  in  the  sides  as  look-out  places,  while 
the  front  and  rear  are  left  open.  It  is  drawn 
by  from  four  to  six  oxen,  yoked  by  the  horns, 
the  first  pair  of  which  support  the  tongue  of 
the  carr^ta. 

The  driver,  or  capatdz,  wears  a  cone-shaped 
hat,  poncho,  and  a  pair  of  bragas,  sustained 
above  the  loins  by  a  sash ;  they  fall  a  little 
below  the  knee,  and,  being  cut  straight,  the 
inner  seam  applies  itself  close  to  the  leg,  while 
the  outer  one  stands  afar  off.  The  legs  are 
bare ;  the  feet  are  protected  by  sandals  of  un- 
tanned  leather,  or  shoes  made  somewhat  after  the 
fashion  of  the  moccasin  of  the  North  American 
Indian.  He  is  armed  with  a  pole  ten  or  twelve 
feet  long,  pointed  with  a  nail  or  piece  of  sharp 
iron,  with  which  he  guides  his  cattle ;  each  one 
of  the  team  has  a  name,  and  if  not  obedient 
when  called,  is  made  to  feel  the  point  of  the  goad. 

The  carretas  we   came  up  with  were  lad^i 
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with  bales  and  packages ;  carrying  also  on  top 
bales  of  straw,  (not  chopped,  but  broken  by  the 
fashion  of  treading  out  the  grain  by  mares,  in- 
stead of  thrashing  it,)  for  the  provender  of  the 
journey,  which  extends  from  six  to  ten  days, 
according  to  the  state  of  the  roads.  The  team- 
sters were  walking  near  the  carr^tas,  guiding 
them  down  hill.  To  prevent  a  too  rapid  descent^ 
a  yoke  of  oxen  was  attached  by  a  hide-rope  to 
the  tail  of  each  cart :  the  animals  understood 
their  duties  well ;  for  they  placed  their  feet  in 
advance,  and  unwillingly  yielded  the  ground, 
as  they  were  dragged  forward  by  the  horns; 
thus  answering  all  the  purposes  to  the  carrdta 
which  a  kedge-anchor  does  to  a  ship  moving  in 
a  tideway — that  is,  retard  the  progress. 

While  we  were  looking  at  the  carretas,  Do- 
mingo and  Manuel  came  up  with  the  mules 
and  horses.  Manuel  passed  his  ''lazo"  round 
the  centre  of  the  axle  of  the  gig,  and  fastening 
it  to  his  saddle-girth,  reined  in  his  horse  behind 
us,  and  we  followed  down  the  hill,  kedging  in 
the  same  style  as  the  carretas.  When  near  the 
"  ranchos,**  or  huts,  which  form  the  **  pueblo," 
or  town,  two  or  three  bare-headed,  half-naked 
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children  ran  along  beside  us,  holding  out  flow- 
ers, and  crying  •*  Toma,  Senores;  un  real** — 
"  Take  (them),  gentlemen;  a  real."  Though  it 
was  rather  cool,  the  present  of  flowers  was  ro- 
mantic enough;  but  the  call  for  the  real  re- 
minded me  of  one  of  the  letters  of  Miss  Biddy 
Fudge: 

**  This  is  all  that 's  occuiT*d  sentimental  as  jet. 
Except,  indeed,  some  litUe  flower-njnaiphs  weVe  met. 
Who  disturb  one's  romance  with  pecuniary  views, 
Flinging  flowers  in  your  path,  and  then  bawling  for  sous  r* 

The  post  of  Penuelas  is  three  leagues  from 
Valparaiso,  and  nine  hundred  and  forty-one 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Here  there  is 
an  inn,  at  which  many  who  ride  thus  far  for 
pleasure  stop.  Here  we  found  a  table  spread 
with  cold  corned-beef,  bam,  tongue,  &c.,  and  a 
half-dozen  English  midshipmen,  from  one  of 
the  men-of-war  in  the  harbour,  amusing  them* 
selves  by  endeavouring  to  throw  the  "lazo.** 
Their  frequent  failures  served  to  set  off  the 
dexterity  with  which  our  "  peones  "  caught  the 
horses  which  were  to  relieve  those  ridden  thus 
far.  The  "  lazo"  is  a  hide-rope,  ten  or  twelve 
yards  long,  with  a  running  noose  at  one  end. 
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which  is  opened,  when  used,  for  about  a  yard; 
the  coil  is  held  in  the  left  hand,  while  the  right 
keeps  the  noose  in  a  circular  motion  over  the 
head ;  when  fairly  spread,  it  is  thrown  with  un- 
erring aim,  and  lodges  over  the  neck  of  the  ani- 
mal to  be  taken.  The  moment  the  ''  lazo"  en- 
circles his  neckf  the  horse,  that  before  was  so 
shy  as  to  render  approaching  him  impossible, 
becomes  completely  docile. 

Having  changed  horses,  we  again  took  our 
seats,  and  continued  on,  rising  and  descending 
hillsy  for  three  leagues,  over  a  very  irregular, 
barren  country.  This  distance  brought  us  to 
the  Tablas  or  plains.  The  sun  had  sunk,  and 
left  the  sky  brilliant  in  stars  and  azure.  The 
atmospha'e  in  Chile,  during  the  winter,  is 
clearer  than  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
the  splendour  of  the  moonlight  nights  cannot 
be  exceeded  anywhere. 

At  a  short  distance  before  us,  we  saw  a  light, 
and,  on  drawing  near,  perceived  that  it  pro- 
ceeded from  a  fire  in  the  midst  of  three  or 
four  carr^tas,  which  had  halted  for  the  night. 
We  again  alighted  to  change  horses.  As  far 
as  the  eye  could  see  over  the  plain  we  could 
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discern  no  house.  The  fire  was  surrounded  by 
the  carret^ros,  or  teamsters ;  some  were  seated 
on  the  ground,  with  their  feet  drawn  up,  and 
their  hands  locked  in  front  of  their  knees  ;  some 
were  standing  with  arms  folded  ;  others  reclined 
upon  an  elbow,  gazing  at  the  burning  faggots  ; 
and  others,  again,  were  moving  about,  silently 
arranging  the  provender  for  the  cattle.  The 
bales  of  straw  had  been  brought  from  the  car- 
r^tas,  and  the  oxen  stood  peacefully  chewing 
the  cud,  having  satisfied  their  appetite  on  this 
meagre  fare.  Small  earthen  pans,  or  '*  oUas,'* 
placed  on  tripods  of  stones,  were  stewing  and 
sending  forth  a  savoury  smell  of  garlic ;  and  two 
or  three  pieces  of  "  charqui,''  or  jerked  beef, 
were  broiling  on  the  coals. 

As  we  drew  near  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
fire,  for  the  air  had  grown  chill  as  November, 
several  dogs  made  a  furious  attack  upon  us, 
but  were  at  once  recalled  by  an  authoritative 
voice  :  •*  Ay  !  perro,  ush  —  perro  —  grandisi- 
ma  ♦  ♦  ♦  *  ♦  !"  The  last  superlative  epithet 
(which  would  soil  our  page)  being  followed 
by  a  stone,  the  curs  slunk  away,  and  lay  down 
under  the  carts.     So  soon  as  the  uproar  sub- 
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sided,  they  said,  *^  Pasan  ustedes  adelante,  Se- 
nores ;  hace  frio" — "  Pass  forward,  gentlemen, 
it  is  cold."  We  found  comfortable  seats  on  the 
tongue  of  one  of  the  carretas,  at  once  lighted 
our  cigars,  and  took  part  in  the  conversation. 
These  "  peones'*  were  lamenting  the  want  of 
rain,  and  drew  a  most  gloomy  picture  of  the 
state  of  the  country.  "  The  flocks  and  herds," 
said  they,  "  are  perishing  in  every  direction 
for  want  of  fodder;  our  mules  and  oxen  are 
growing  leaner  and  leaner  every  day  ;  straw  is 
dear,  and  we  must  lay  up  for  the  season  to 
give  our  cattle  an  opportunity  to  fatten  !" 

The  glare  from  the  fire  presented  the  group 
in  strong  relief ;  their  brown  ponchos  and  bra- 
gas,  sun-burnt  faces  and  bare  legs,  gave  them 
a  wild  appearance,  that  might  have  induced 
one  to  mistake  the  scene  for  a  bivouac  of 
banditti. 

In  a  few  minutes,  our  capatdz  cried,  "  Ya 
estamos,  Senores." — "  We  are  ready.  Sirs."  We 
again  mounted,  and,  having  first  rolled  our 
cloaks  around  us,  each  settled  into  his  own 
comer.  As  it  was  growing  late,  Manuel  hitch- 
ed his  beast  on  the  right ;  and  while  the  horse 
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tboKundor 
The  road 
perfeetlj  level. 
cnuM  perceive 
hones  and 
l^ieater  port 
idieved  eadi 
fittla^  vhkh  were  unin- 
of  the  TrttKng  of 
d  hoatg,  ad  the 
jMt^kt  of  spim.  Wheuetui  we  pasKd  a  fai- 
vooac;  mch  as  dbcyve  descnbed*  Manuri  always 
haSed  with  the  giealial  good-hiunom;  and  was 
always  answeied  in  some  gay  sayii^. 

In  this  wiMWM^  we  rode  four  leagues^  whidi 
faroogfat  us  to  the  ^  pueblo^  of  CasaUanca, 
through  the  street  of  which  we  drove  at  a 
round  rate,  amidst  the  ujanoar  of  barking  dogs. 
As  we  passed  the  houses,  we  saw,  through  the 
wide-<qien  doors,  by  the  dim  light  of  a  taUow 
candle  burning  in  each,  the  figures  of  men  and 
wom^i,  rolled  in  ponchos  and  dawls,  saunter- 
ing about  the  rooms.  Not  an  individual  was 
induced  by  curiosity  to  come  to  the  street  to 
gape  at  our  noisy  party,  as  I   think  would 
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have  been  the  case  in  the  small  villages  of  some 
of  the  "  Immortal  States." 

A  little  after  eight  o'clock  we  alighted  in 
the  court-yard  of  a  **  posdda/'  or  tavern,  kept 
by  an  Italian  named  Feroni,  which  has  the 
reputation  of  being  the  best  in  the  place.  Fe- 
roni  was  a  polite,  tall,  well-made  man,  with  an 
aquiline  nose,  black  whiskers,  and  large  Uack 
eyes.  His  language  was  a  sort  of  jumble  of 
Italian  and  Spanish,  with  an  occasional  dash  of 
French.  He  ushered  us  into  a  travellers*  room 
on  one  side  of  an  inner  "  patio"  or  court,  where 
we  found  three  gentlemen  voyageurs.  One,  a 
huge  Frenchman,  as  corpulent  as  Daniel  Lam- 
bert was  wont  to  be  represented  on  our  copy- 
books in  by-gone  days;  another  was  a  tall^ 
almost  bone-bare  Spaniard,  with  an  immense 
nose  and  a  squeaking  voice;  and  the  third, 
a  young  Chil^no  of  pleasing  manners.  An 
oblong  table  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  room, 
leaving  space  on  each  side  for  chairs,  and  ser- 
vants to  pass,  covered  with  a  cloth,  stained 
with  red  wine  and  scattered  with  crumbs, 
informing  us  that  the  party  had  just  supped. 
At  one  end  of  the  apartment   stood  a  long 
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que  q[iiieien  us- 
on  what 

vfi  y\?Q  3«p  ?^  Hanrii^  Momaincd  our  wishes 
CB  c^tt  bavL  he  rtdntd.  and  brought  in  a 
faff^  c^i'FP^  P*"^  ^  w>al4Mimt  cfaarcoa],  which 
was  quite  wdeome  to  our  benumbed  fingers 
and  toesL 

After  the  fire  had  infused  a  little  suppleness 
into  mj  bmbss  I  walked  forth  to  survey  the 
premises  while  our  supper  was  |»^eparing.  The 
house  is  one  stwr  high,  built  around  a  ^^  patio," 
or  court-yard,  into  which  open  several  small 
sleeping-rooms,  the  travellers'  room,  a  passage 
to  the  kitchen,  and  another  to  the  stable-yard. 
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Two  small  rooms  in  front  are  occupied  by 
Feroni,  Madame  Feroni^  and  all  the  little  Fe- 
ronis.  I  found  the  family  seated  on  mats 
around  a  *^  braz^ro''  of  coals,  prattling ;  while 
the  mother,  squatted  on  the  ground,  was  sew- 
ing  by  the  light  of  a  tallow  candle  supported 
on  a  very  low  table  before  her.  The  children, 
tliough  barefoot,  were  otherwise  warmly  cloth- 
ed. The  furniture  of  the  room  was  complete 
in  a  few  old  stamped  leather  back  chairs,  and 
a  bed  which  seemed  to  be  the  common  recep- 
tacle for  cast-off  ponchos,  shawls,  caps,  &c.  To 
the  right  of  this  family  apartment  was  another, 
of  about  the  same  dimensions,  in  which  Feroni 
had  a  small  dirty  table,  with  pen,  ink,  and 
paper.  In  one  corner  was  a  bed,  in  another 
a  half-dozen  skins  of  butter,  and  over  head  a 
quantity  of  Bologna  sausages,  of  no  mean  ex- 
cellence, were  hanging  from  the  naked  beams. 
This,  it  will  be  seen,  was  the  office  or  sanctum 
of  our  Boniface. 

In  Chile,  butter  is  packed  in  sheep-skins 
with  the  wool  side  out,  and  would  be  very 
good,  in  spite  of  appearances,  were  it  not  so 
much   salted.    The  operation  of  churning  is 
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performed  by  a  donkey :  the  cream  is  put  into 
kfge  gomnds  or  dry  skins,  placed  on  his  beck, 
and  then  the  animal  is  kept  trotting  round  the 
yard  till  the  butter  is  made.  In  this  art  they 
seem  not  to  have  advanced  a  single  step  since 
its  discovery ;  for  we  are  told  that  a  country- 
man somewhere  lost  a  large  jug  of  cream  by 
Gurying  it  fcHr  a  distance  cm  a  hard-tiotting 
hme,  which  accident  led  to  the  impcniant 
inventiim  of  chums  and  butta*.  A  friend  told 
m^  that  he  had  presented,  some  years  ago,  a 
Yankee  chum  to  a  family  residing  near  the 
capital,  and  taught  them  to  use  it  So  long  as 
it  was  a  novelty  they  were  pleased,  but  at  the 
end  of  a  few  weeks  they  decided  that  the 
donkey  made  butter  just  as  well,  and  conse- 
quently threw  it  aside ! 

Casablanca  is  atuated  in  the  midst  of  a  vast 
plain,  which  is  well  irrigated,  and  produces 
quantities  of  wheat,  butter,  cheese,  aj^les, 
peaches,  pears,  &c.  It  is  ten  leagues  from 
Valparaiso,  and  consists  of  two  long  streets 
which  meet  at  right  angles ;  in  the  elbow  thus 
formed  stand  the  church  and  the  curate's 
dwelling,  which  opens  on  a  grass  plot  in  front. 
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The  houses  are  mostly  one  story  high,  built 
of  **  adobes,**  or  sun-dried  bricks,  and  roofed 
with  red  tiles.  The  population  does  not  ex* 
ceed  one  thousand  souls. 

Half  an  hour  after  our  arrival,  Feroni  an- 
nounced supper,  which  consisted  of  roasted 
Iamb,  eggs,  tea,  bread,  and  excellent  butter. 
The  bread  in  Chile  is  made  with  a  smaU  ad- 
dition of  lard  or  **  graza,"  and  a  little  anise  to 
give  it  flavour.  The  wheat  and  flour  of  Chile 
are  remarkably  excellent ;  when  manufactured 
by  French  bakers,  it  is  equal  in  sweetness  and 
nutritive  qualities  to  any  bread  I  have  ever 
tasted.  It  is  generally  made  in  the  form  of 
small  rolls. 

Soon  after  ending  our  meal  we  retired  to  our 
respective  sleeping  apartments.  Mine  was  fur- 
nished with  a  mattress,  spread  upon  a  platform 
of  reeds  placed  side  by  side,  raised  two  feet 
from  the  ground,  and  covered  by  a  coarse  "  pe- 
tat^**  or  mat.     A  wash-stand  stood  under   a 

« 

vile  distorter  of  personal  beauty  —  a  Chinese 
mirror  about  a  foot  square.  I  found  conso- 
lation, however,  soon  after,  being  buried  up  to 
the  chin  in  Feroni's  clean  bed. 
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At  daylight,  according  to  direction,  the  ca- 
pataz  knocked  at  the  door,  and,  holding  a  lan- 
tern up  to  the  window,  cried,  "Senor,  arriba,  ar- 
riba  !" — "  Up,  up,  Sir  !"  Feroni  had  prepared  tea 
for  us,  which  was  a  comfort  on  a  cold  morning, 
and  in  which  the  big  Frenchman  joined  us. 
Then,  settling  himself  alone  in  his  gig,  rolled 
in  a  large  blue  cloak,  tying  a  comforter  around 
his  neck,  burying  his  chin  in  its  folds,  placing 
a  little  fur  cap  on  his  head,  well  drawn  down 
in  front,  leaving  no  part  of  his  face  uncovered, 
(for  his  eyes  were  defended  by  a  pair  of  spec- 
tacles,) off  he  drove  before  us.  We  took  our 
seats,  almost  as  well  defended  as  the  French- 
man, and  followed.  As  we  dashed  out  of  the 
gate,  our  wheels  broke  through  a  sheet  of  ice 
nearly  an  inch  thick.  The  sun  had  not  yet 
risen  above  the  mountains  which  encircle  the 
plain  ;  the  air  was  calm  and  piercing ;  the  sky 
was  clear  blue,  and  a  star  still  lingered  in  sight. 
Our  road  lay  before  us  in  one  long  straight 
line,  of  three  leagues  and  a  half,  to  the  Cu6sta 
de  Zapdta.  The  edges  on  either  hand  were 
dry,  and  the  trees  everywhere  leafless. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Cuesta  are  a  number  of 


CUESTA   DE   ZAPATA.  209 

Algarrobo  and  Quillai  trees.  Here  Manuel 
hitched  his  horse  to  the  gig,  and  we  ascended 
the  zigzag  road  of  the  Cu6sta  three  horses 
abreast.  Its  highest  point  is  1850»feet*  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  When  we  reached  it,  we 
looked  back  upon  the  road  we  had  just  passed, 
which  appeared  like  a  single  white  line  stretch- 
ed across  the  plain.  Here  we  felt,  for  the  first 
time  that  morning,  the  cheering  influence  of 
the  sun's  rays,  which  thawed  our  silence  (till 
then  uninterrupted)  into  conversation ;  even 
the  big  Frenchman  looked  out  round  the  side 
of  his  gig-top,  and  cried  "  C'est  un  joli  matin  !** 
Manuel  again  passed  his  ^Mazo''  around  the 
axle,  and  we  again  kedged  down  after  the 
Frenchman.  About  ten  o'clock  we  stopped  at 
an  inn  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Cu6sta,  in  a 
vale  called  £1  cajon  de  Zapdta,  where  we 
changed  horses,  and  again  moved  on.  The 
country  is  level,  and  cultivated,  till  it  reaches 
an  immense  hill,  or  rather  mountain,  that  sur- 
rounds the  plain,  forming  it  into  a  great  basin. 

About  one  o'clock  we  halted  at  Bustamente, 
which  is  1778  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 

*  Miers. 
VOL.  I.  P 
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and  seven  le^iio  from  Santiago.  Here  we 
stopped  to  breakfut.  The  posdda  is  a  one- 
story  buildings  sanoonding  three  sides  of  a 
court  or  square;  haiing  a  low  ccmidor,  in  rather 
a  decayed  condition,  running  round  it  We 
found  everything  very  comfortable  and  dean 
— at  least  for  a  high  road  in  Chile. 

They  gave  us  for  breakfast  the  universal 
**  casudo,"  and  a  roasted  ''  loma,"  with  tea  and 
chocolate.     The  ^'casu^lo**  consists  of  boiled 
chicken,  potatoes,  onions,  carrots,  tomatoes,  and 
eggs;    the  whole  being  well   seasoned    with 
grease,  aji  (a  species  of  capsicum),  and  a  little 
garlic.    The  grease  and  aji  are  browned  in  an 
''olla,**  and  poured  over  the  dish  just  at  the 
moment  it  is  served  up.     In  spite  of  its  incon- 
gruous materials,  to   a  hungry  stomach   this 
mixture  is  far  from  being  despicable.     The 
*'  loum**  is  the  tender  loin  of  the  bullock,  dis- 
secteil  out  entire,  and  roasted  on  the  coals,  and 
18  an  exceedingly  precious  morsel. 

In  |m^|)ortion  as  our  appetites  succumbed  to 
the  ){ihh1  things  placed  before  us,  the  French- 
nmn  grtnv  innnmunicative.    He  was  the  prin- 
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cipal  of  a  fashionable  female  school,  and,  about 
ten  days  previously,  had  lost  his  wife  in  her 
accouchement.  He  lamented  her  loss,  and  ex- 
patiated on  her  virtues;  "  Because,"  said  he,  "  I 
have  been  easting  my  eyes  amongst  the  Chil6nas, 
but  I  am  unable  to  find  one  who  can  supply  her 
place  in  the  seminary  !**  Three  weeks  after 
this  he  was  married.  So  much  for  the  conjugal 
love  of  a  Frenchman ! 

We  again  mounted,  and  were  soon  ascending 
the  great  Cuesta  del  Prado,  which  rises  2548 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  On  one  side, 
this  road,  which  has  been  termed  the  Simplon 
of  America,  has  twenty-eight  turns.  It  winds 
zigzag  over  a  kind  of  round  mountain  spur, 
far  into  the  deep  and  almost  perpendicular  quew 
bdtdas  which  are  on  either  side.  In  these, 
though  the  sun  had  passed  the  meridian,  white 
frost  still  hung  on  the  leafless  shrubbery,  and 
the  little  puddles  on  the  road  were  still  covered 
with  ice.  This  road,  though  good  as  it  can 
well  be  made,  is  dangerous ;  carriages  have 
been  hurled  from  the  top  into  the  quebrdda 
below,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  what  was  their 
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iB      1^  pinn^  flf  Hie  Cseifti  de  Zapata  is 

flqndhr  dmagaxmk.  onAor  asidents  hsringoc- 

cnnBd  upon  it. 

Wben  m  tbe  tofi.  tke  nost  ifilendid  wene 

Vrakp  i^oD  tke  Tiew.    The  sky  was 

tliF  ittBi^fiii  11   v»  dear,  and  tbe 

vms^  icesDed  tnauparent.    The  Cor- 

Senm  Xendb  stood  in  a  mighty 

beftaie  11&.  loriw  their  tannniito  18,000 


izpmad^  the  bine  Taidt.  The  fleecy  snows, 
acnamdatkn  of  ifglK.  hong  like  a  fatigfat 
o^«r  its  racks  uid  difi,  falling  graoe- 
ftJhr  into  the  prafaud  gotges  and  deep  glens, 
Eke  tiie  foUb  of  m  rich  diapeiy.  At  the  base 
the  cspital  w«^  pereored,  but  its  toweis  and 
fiaws  sank  into  insignifieanoe  in  presence  of 
the  stupendous  mountain !  To  the  right,  the 
stream  of  Mapocho  stole  glittering  over  tbe 
TCga :  the  Mavpo  called  up  the  glorious  strug- 
f^  whidi  decided  the  fsite  of  Chile  to  be  on- 
ward in  the  mardi  of  independence ;  and  ima- 
gination arrayed  the  fidd  with  charging  ca- 
Tahy  and  flying  squadrons,  and  the  ears  rang 
with  the  exulting  shouts  of  victory  !  To  the 
left,  Colina  appeared  like  a  bright  speck  upon 
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the  plain,  and  in  every  direction  were  sprinkled 
'*chacras*'  and  ''haciendas,''  teeming  with  the 
labours  of  peace.  Conforming  with  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  scene,  mammoth-like  condors 
proudly  sailed  between  us  and  the  sky  to- 
wards their  eyries  in  the  cold  bosom  of  the 
Andes. 

Admiration  was  spell-bound !  We  were 
awe-struck  by  the  grandeur  of  the  mighty 
works  of  Nature  before  us,  and  exclaiming, 
•*  How  wonderfuUy  sublime  T  gazed  on  in 
silence. 

^  Ah  me  I  what  hand  can  pencil  guide,  or  pen. 
To  follow  half  on  which  the  eye  dilates, 
Through  views  more  dazzling  unto  mortal  ken. 
Than  those  whereof  such  things  the  bard  relates. 
Who    to    the   awe-struck  world    unlock'd    Elysium's 
gates  r* 

*  The  battle  of  Maypo,  which  fixed  the  destinies  of  Chile, 
was  fought  on  the  5th  of  April  1818.  The  royalist  army 
was  6,000  strong,  and  that  of  the  patriots  6,500,  including 
1,000  militia.  The  victory  was  complete.  About  2,000 
royalists  were  slain,  and  3,500  were  made  prisoners.  The 
patriot  loss  was  1,000  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Previous  to  this  brilliant  victory,  Chile  had  been  depressed 
by  the  disastrous  affair  at  Cancha  Rayada;  but  so  great  was 
the  excitement  and  joy  on  the  reception  of  the  news  from 
Maypo,  that  several  persons  irrevocably  lost  their  reason  ! 
See  «'  Memoirs  of  General  Miller,"  vol.  i.  London,  1828. 
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As  before,  we  kedged  down  the  cu6sta,  al- 
ways looking  at  the  scene  before  us,  when  not 
prevented  by  winding  far  into  the  quebrada ; 
indeed,  it  seemed  impossible  to  take  the  eye 
from  it.  Having  passed  the  cu^sta,  the  road 
became  level,  and  we  drove  rapidly.  The  sun 
had  ceased  to  cast  his  rays  on  the  glittering 
mountain,  and  the  curtain  of  night  began  to 
darken  the  vega;  but  the  rosy  tint  of  the 
snow,  and  the  glowing  sky  above,  still  remained 
when  we  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  city. 

The  view  of  the  Andes,  which  absorbed  our 
whole  attention  during  the  afternoon,  leading 
the  mind  into  a  thousand  speculations,  left  us, 
when  the  day  closed,  with  feelings  elevated  far 
above  the  ordinary  concerns  of  life.  But  at 
the  entrance  of  the  city,  all  that  elevation  was 
dashed  down,  and  the  mind  forced  into  a  new 
channel.  The  officers  of  the  customs,  stationed 
at  the  outskirts  of  the  capital,  stopped  us.  Two 
long  lank  fellows,  with  broad-brimmed  straw 
hats  tied  under  the  chin,  the  brim  floating 
free,  and  long  diirk-coloured  ponchos,  made 
their  appearance.  One  held  a  dirty  tallow 
candle   in  one  hand,  and  bent  the  long  lean 
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fingers  of  the  other  round  the  Hame  to  defend 
it  from  the  air,  at  the  same  time  endeavouring 
to  look  over  the  light,  for  the  glare  prevented 
him  from  seeing  anything.  They  first  ad- 
vanced upon  the  Frenchman,  whom,  after  much 
grumbling  on  his  part,  they  forced  to  dismount. 
A  man  of  his  dimensions  is  generally  good- 
natured,  but  he  did  not  rise  willingly  from  a 
seat  in  which  he  had  been  settled  for  two  hours. 
As  he  stepped  cautiously  to  the  ground,  a  deep 
groan,  ab  imo  pectore^  escaped  slowly  from  his 
lips,  infusing  itself  into  the  word  sacre,  pro- 
nounced in  a  tone  vividly  descriptive  of  the 
feelings  of  his  inward  man.  Notwithstanding, 
the  officers  carefully  searched  the  gig,  and 
found  a  small  box  directed  to  the  French  Con- 
sul at  Santiago.  The  French  Dominie  pleaded 
in  vain.  It  was  against  the  law  to  carry  sealed 
letters  or  packages ;  this  was  therefore  a  prize. 
Finding  remonstrance  useless,  he  again  took 
his  seat  and  drove  off,  breathing,  as  long  as  we 
could  hear  him,  a  mountain  of  French  curses  on 
**  les  coquins'* 

Our  turn  came  next.     Without  ceremony, 
they  very  imperatively  saluted  us  with  "  Get 
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out  of  the  gig,  and  let  us  see  what  it  contains.'' 
Having  seen  the  fruitless  effects  of  remon- 
strance in  the  case  of  our  companion  of  the 
road,  we  thought  ready  compliance  might 
at  least  procure  us  politeness.  We  there- 
fore alighted.  My  compagnon  de  voyage  had 
brought  with  him  a  pound  of  snuff  for  an 
old  gentleman  in  the  country,  and  a  box  of 
cigars  for  himself;  and  for  which  he  had  a 
"guia,"  or  permit  from  the  custom-house  at 
Valparaiso.  One  of  these  vigilant  officers  had 
mounted  and  already  opened  the  gig*box, 
when  the  **  guia"  was  presented  to  him.  The 
candle-bearer  drew  near  and  stood  in  front  of 
the  wheel,  leaning  into  the  vehicle,  while  the 
other  seated  himself,  and  stretching  the  paper 
between  his  hands,  leaned  forward  to  the  light 
which  was  now  held  before  it.  Both  b^an 
reading  and  spelling  the  permit,  commencing 
"  Puerto  y  Ciud.'id  de  Valparaiso  y  veinto  cinoo 
de  Mayo."  Every  word  was  carefully  read  or 
spelled,  their  heads  turning  from  side  to  side  as 
their  eyes  followed  the  lines.  When  they  had 
finished  the  perusal,  the  snuff  and  cigars  were 
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duly  examined,  to  make  sure  that  no  more 
than  the' quantities  named  in  the  permit  had 
been  brought. 

At  length,  being  satisfied  that  the  gig  con- 
tained nothing  contraband,  the  capataz  was 
ordered  to  mfiload  the  mules  of  our  trunks. 
While  this  was  doing,  he  who  seemed  to  be 
superior  drew  forth  a  pocket-box  of  coarsely 
powdered  tobacco,  and  having  very  leisurely 
prepared  an  *'  hoja,**  cigar,  commenced  smoking. 
The  trunks  were  opened  in  the  middle  of  the 
load.  Not  an  article  escaped  minute  examina- 
tion ;  every  shirt  was  spread  out,  and  even  the 
coat  pockets  looked  into.  All  this  was  con- 
ducted with  the  greatest  deliberation,  with  a 
view,  no  doubt,  as  my  friend  suggested,  of  ob- 
taining some  trifling  douceur,  which  he  was  un- 
willing to  bestow,  ^'because  such  a  practice 
encourages  dishonesty."'  To  their  surprise,  our 
patience  was  as  indefatigable  as  their  own  ;  and 
at  last  they  said  we  might  proceed,  apologizing, 
however,  before  we  parted,  for  their  minute 
search,  telling  us,  that  they  had  found  only  a 
few  days  since  a  lot  of  smuggled  ribands  con- 
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oeakd  in  a  lady's  soiled  dress,  which  they 
brought  to  light  from  the  top  of  her  maid*s 
trunk! 

All  this  might  have  been  avoided  by  slipping 
a  few  reals  into  the  hands  of  these  faithful  pub- 
lic servants,  but  my  companion  was  anxious  for 
satis&ction  in  another  way;  whether  he  ever 
obtained  it  I  am  unable  to  state. 

After  the  trunks  were  locked — not  without 
difficulty,  however — and  placed  again  on  the 
mules'  backs,  we  rattled  through  the  streets  to 
the  Fonda  Ingl^sa,  right  glad  to  get  to  our 
journey's  end.  Here  we  were  doomed  to  meet 
disappointment ;  all  the  rooms  were  fuU.  But, 
fortunately,  after  a  little  inquiry,  we  found 
furnished  lodgings  at  La  Fonda  de  la  Constitu- 
cion,  nearly  opposite,  but  no  table,  so  that  we 
slept  in  the  one  house  and  eat  in  the  other. 
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Barometrical  Observations  made  between  Valparaiso  and 
SantioffOy  in  the  Months  of  October  and  November  1819, 
by  John  Miers. 


Hdgbtof 
Barometer 
in  incbet. 

Degree  of 
Thezmometer. 

Stations. 

CalccJated 

heights  above 

the  level  of 

the  sea. 

Estimated 
heighta 

Attached. 

Detached. 

30K)02 
28-683 

29-023 
29-185 
28-972 
26-892 
27-991 

28-356 
27-4 

28184 
28-235 
28188 

59 
68 

62 
57 
52 
42 
51 

62 
76 

72 
55 
62 

57 
57 

60 
56 
51 
39 
45 

61 
62 

65 
56 
65 

Valparaiso,  io  a  bouse, 

Sammit,  Altode  Val- 
paraiso, 

Post-house,  Penuelas, 

Casablanca, 

Vinilla, 

Ditto, 

Summit,  Cu^sta  de  Za- 
pfta. 

Curicavi, 

Summit,    Cu^sta  del 
Prado, 

Post-house,  Prado, 

Santiago  de  Chile, 
Ditto, 

30 

1260 
941 
745 
893  > 
942  S 

1850 
1560 

2543 
1773 
1665\ 
1727/ 

1260 
941 
745 

917 

1850 
1560 

2543 
1773 

1691 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Fonda  Ingl6sa  and  Inmates.  —  Fonda  del  Comercio  and 
Fonda  de  la  Nacion. — Site  of  Santiago. — Description  of 
the  City. — ^Its  founding.^ Plaza. — Shops. — Book-stores. — 
Dead  Bodies  exposed  before  the  Prison  early  in  the  Morn- 
ing.— Si6sta. — Shopping  at  Night. — ^Ladies. — Costume. 

The  Fonda  Ingl^sa,  or  English  inn  at  Santi- 
ago, which  is  one  story  high,  built  round  a 
patio,  affords  but  miserable  accommodations; 
the  rooms  are  contracted,  dirty,  and  dark.  The 
domestic  regime  of  the  Fonda  reflects  but  little 
credit  upon  its  executive,  Don  Guillermo,  as 
the  landlord  is  named.  He  is  a  Scotsman,  aged 
pwhaps  forty-five,  with  a  Burgundy  face  and 
stooping  shoulders,  and  may  be  seen  at  all  times 
rolled  up  in  a  drab  lion-skin  coat,  with  mother- 
of-pearl  buttons,  gazing  on  the  billiard-table, 
silently  smoking  a  cigar. 

The  billiard-room  is  filled  for  two  or  three 
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hours  every  night  with  the  fashionable  young 
Chil6nos,  who  play  till  eight  or  nine  o'clock, 
when  they  depart  to  some  tertdlia.  Amongst 
them  were  several  who  had  just  returned  from 
Europe,  whither  they  had  been  sent  for  im- 
provement in  morals ;  they  dress  in  all  the 
extravagance  of  Parisian  fashion,  and  amuse 
themselves  by  ridiculing  the  priesthood  of  their 
own  country,  and  disseminating  the  deistical 
and  atheistical  principles  acquired  abroad. 
The  only  advantage  gsuned  by  their  visit  to 
Paris  is  the  acquisition  of  the  French  language, 
which  they  speak  fluently.  To  an  intellectual 
young  Chil^no  I  expressed  a  surprise  that  they 
did  not  embark  on  a  political  career  in  Chile,  or 
at  least  do  something  to  show  the  value  of  a 
visit  to  the  Old  World.  "  These  young  men," 
replied  my  friend,  "  were  so  depraved  in  mind 
and  heart,  that  their  parents  sent  them  away  in 
hopes  of  reforming  them ;  the  success  of  the 
experiment  may  be  seen  by  any  one." 

Every  day,  about  a  dozen  gentlemen  resorted 
to  the  table  dhdte.  At  one  end  sat  a  Buenos- 
ayrean,  (by  profession  a  lawyer  and  talking  po- 
litician,) who,  having  been  in  England,  spoke 
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English  weU  and  rapidly.  For  some  reason  or 
other  he  was  dubbed  Sir  James  Mackintosh! 
The  opposite  end  was  occupied  by  a  man  who 
cdled  himsdf  English  or  American,  as  occasion 
suited.  He  had  been  master  of  a  merchant 
TesseL  but  through  misfortune,  or  something 
w««K,  was  sdd  out  Having  lost  his  money, 
as  well  as  his  diaracter,  with  his  vessel,  he  at 
CDce  called  into  requisition  his  talent  for  draw- 
iiig«  and  in  a  very  short  time  gained  consider- 
able reputation  as  a  miniature-painter.  Ambi- 
tious in  his  new  art,  he  quickly  took  to  por- 
tnits«  and^  in  the  opinicm  of  the  Chilian  public, 
painted  i  Im  mtrteiUe.  How  frequently  did  he 
exi4aim«  **  W^at  an  ass  I  have  been  to  waste  my 
time  on  miniatures  at  two  '  onzas'  a  piece,  while 
I  gel  six  for  a  portrait !  My  dear  sir,  these 
stupid  people  judge  of  the  excellence  of  a  pic- 
ture only  by  its  sixe !" 

This  gentleman's  pursuits  had  gained  for  him 
the  i\>gnomen  of  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence.  This 
Sir  Thomas  was  a  strange  compound.  He  fre- 
quently held  a  colloquy  with  a  large  water-dog 
while  he  fed  him.  On  such  occasions  he  would 
exclaim,   •*  Poor  Pompey !  they  say  you  have 
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no  soul — the  rascals  are  not  content  to  live  three 
times  as  long  as  any  other  animal^  but  after  that 
they  must  be  immortal;  and  then,  d — — n 
them !  they  keep  their  immortality  to  them- 
selves, and  shut  out  all  other  animals  of  this 
world.  .  But,  Pompey,  'tis  vanity ;  for  their 
day  will  be  as  senseless  as  your  own.**  To  all 
of  which  Pompey  replied  by  sagaciously  wag- 
ging his  tail,  and  looking  grateful  for  the 
mcnrsels  of  meat  and  consolation  bestowed  upon 
him. 

One  day,  while  I  was  in  his  room,  a  party  of 
young  ladies  came  to  look  at  a  portrait  of  an 
old  aunt,  who  still  flourished  at  tertulias.  Sir 
Thomas  had  invited  them  to  suggest  any  im- 
provements, and  point  out  any  faults  that  might 
be  apparent  in  the  picture,  which  represented  a 
smiling  countdhance,  in  which  Time  had  been 
making  his  marks  for  five-and-forty  years.  The 
cap  and  ribands  were  about  half  finished.  Sir 
Thomas  seated  the  ladies  at  a  proper  distance, 
and  placed  the  picture  in  the  most  advantageous 
light,  at  the  same  time  asking  after  the  kind 
lady's  health,  and  making  a  thousand  trifling 
queries,  accompanied  with  smiles  and  grimaces 
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intended  to  be  cheerful.    Then  taking  his  stand 
beside  the  ladies,  left  foot  in  advance,  left  thumb 
in  the  arm-hole  of  his  vest,  and  his  bottle-green 
frock  thrown  back ;  while  the  right  hand,  by 
turns,  pointed  to  the  picture  and  stroked  his 
long  visage  between   the  fingers  and  thumb, 
dropping  the  lower  jaw  as  they  reached  his 
chin,  he  thus  discoursed — ''  Well,  ladies,  there's 
a  likeness  for  you  ! — the  mouth  almost  as  rich 
as  jfomrSy  Dona  Panchita — (this  was  said  with  a 
bow) — and  the  eye  still  retains  its  Gre ;  it  must 
have    been,    when    young,   like  yours^   Dona 
Maria; — (another  bow) — then  the  cheek,  pale 
to  be  sure,  possesses  a  *  no  s6  que'  that  I  ad- 
mire.   What  a  pity  that  time  should  take  away 
the  young  bloom  from  so  fine  a  face!    Now, 
when  i  look  again,  I  think.  Dona  Carmendta, 
tlie  cap  is  rather  high,  and  thcT  bow  of  riband 
t>n  the  left  side  is  ratker  too  blue— veiy  little 
though ; — Don't  you  think  so.  Dona  Rosita  ?" 
**  Quieii  sabe  !*"  replied  the  laughing  girl. 
'*  You  are  right, ladies,*"  continued  Sir  Thomas ; 
''  the  cap  is  too  high,  and  the  riband  a  very  little 
t\H>  blue :  the  ladies  for  taste  in  such  matters, 
at>w  Mr     The  ladies  really  thought,  as  Sir 
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Thomas  wished,  that  they  had  suggested  the 
faults  in  the  cap  and  ribands,  and  agreed  with 
him  in  every  other  respect.  Like  one  of  expe- 
rience and  tact  in  the  world,  he  at  once  drew 
their  attention  to  the  miniatures  of  some  young 
beaux,  and  then  to  some  prints,  keeping  up  their 
admiration  to  the  last ;  and,  on  taking  leave, 
assured  them,  in  a  low  tone,  that  their  aunt's 
portrait  was  his  master-piece,  and  by  no  means 
a  flattering  likeness ! 

But  to  return  to  our  table-d'hdte.  A  broken- 
down  English  gentleman,  much  given  to  play- 
ing dice ;  a  young  Scotchman,  gay  in  spite  of 
misfortune,  with  an  eye  as  bright  and  blue  as 
the  bonnet  of  velvet  he  wore  on  one  side  of  his 
head;  a  dumpling  looking  Englishman,  who 
swore  that  he  had  never  seen  such  toast,  or 
such  a  set  of  ignorant  penurious  rascals  as 
were  the  officers  of  the  Chilian  government, 
because  they  would  not  pay  him  a  sum  of 
money  one-third  of  which  was  more  than  he 
could  justly  claim.  These,  with  several  others 
whom  I  cannot  characterise,  usually  filled  the 
table;    they  were  indeed  just  such  a  set  of 

VOL.  1.  Q 


SS6  THREE   YEARS   IN  THE   PACIFIC. 

cigar-smoking,  chitty-chatty  fellows  as  one 
might  expect  to  meet  with  at  such  an  inn. 

Only  one  of  the  sojourners  have  I  omitted. 
He  was  Secretary  to  the  M — x — n  Legation, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  the  Minister,  felt  himself 
elevated  almost  to  a  level  with  his  patron, 
though  nobody  in  the  house  would  concur  with 
him  ;  therefore  he  treated  them  all  with  dignity. 
He  eat  his  meals  in  silence,  curled  his  lip,  and 
wiped  his  knife  and  spoon  on  a  cambric  pocket- 
handkerchief  before  he  began.  Poor  fellow  ! 
the  ridicule  of  his  fellow-boarders  drove  him  to 
housekeeping  ;  and  I  am  told  he  keeps  no  com- 
pany, because  he  thinks  no  one  can  appreciate 
his  talents. 

A  taU,  big-nosed,  rosy-cheeked,  spectacled 
Frenchman  sometimes  took  a  seat  among  us ; 
he  was  remarkable  for  swallowing  immense 
quantities  of  lettuce  and  claret,  for  cleaning  his 
nails  on  his  plate  with  a  fork,  and  lolling  back 
to  pick  his  teeth  between  the  courses  with  the 
same  instrument. 

It  is  true,  these  are  not  of  Chilian  growth, 
but  I  look  upon  them  as  amongst  the  curiosities 
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that  a  North  American  may  meet  with  in  tra- 
velling, and  as  such  (never  having  seen  the 
Uke  at  home)  I  have  sketched  them.  I  do  not 
believe  that  such  a  company,  and  such  a  dirty 
hotel,  virith  such  an  inert  landlord,  can  be  found 
in  any  part  of  our  country.  Although  I  am 
by  no  means  very  nice  or  scrupulous  in  trifling 
matters,  I  could  not  endure  the  Fonda  lngl6sa 
longer  than  three  days,  and  therefore  adopted 
the  plan  of  those  Chilians  who  visit  Santiago 
on  business.  They  hire  a  furnished  room  or 
rooms,,  and  either  walk  to  one  of  the  caf6s  for 
their  meals,  or  have  them  brought  to  their 
lodgings.  I  took  the  former  plan,  and  resorted 
to  a  caf6  which  is  adjoining  to  the  cathedral, 
where  I  found  a  card  as  long  as  V6ry's,  from 
which  to  select.  Everything  was  new,  neat, 
and  very  dean.  The  building  was  formerly 
the  palace  of  the  Bishop  of  Chile,  and  of  course 
extensive.  It  encloses  two  or  three  courts;  and 
has  a  hall  for  the  reception  of  ladies,  handsomely 
furnished  with  carpets,  sofas,  mirrors,  lustres, 
and  a  piano.  In  the  summer,  after  a  promenade 
in  the  Alam6da,  it  is  a  fashionable  resort  to  eat 
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ices  and  ccmfectionery.  From  twelve  to  three 
o'clock  daily  this  caf6  is  visited  by  a  great 
uumber  of  business  men  of  the  city  as  well  as 
strangers. 

The  strangest  mixtm^  of  people  congregates 
here.  The  gay  youth  sips  his  chocolate  or 
coffee  with  **  bizcochuelo"  or  cake,  beside  the 
tonsured  friar,  regaling  himself  on  a  mutton- 
chop  and  a  bottle  of  claret.  The  countenances 
of  some  are  severe  and  business-like ;  some  light 
and  careless,  and  others  dignified  but  mild. 
Parties  of  two,  or  three,  or  four,  scattered  over 
the  long  hall,  around  small  tables,  contrast  vnth 
Cttch  oth^;  some  are  talking  in  low  tones, 
othefs  are  disputatious,  others  jocular,  and 
i>lkerss  again,  only  argumentative.  Such  is  El 
CWc  del  Comeicio.  Nearly  opposite  to  it  is 
^K^hw«  culled  El  Caf6  de  la  Nadon,  which  is 
UiM  $o  much  finequented.  Both  are  furnished 
wilh  hiUiard-tmbles.  That  game  is  as  necessary 
t\^  iKe  kup|Mies$  of  a  Chil6no,  and  in  fact  to 
r^VYit  n%MX  wilh  Spanish  blood  in  his  veins^  as 

lU^M^  <T$l;iUbtied  mysdf  as  comfortably 
A.X  s^uvw^wteiKw  wouM  aUow.  I  at  once  com- 
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menced  visiting  and  examining  the  few  "lions'' 
contained  in  the  Chilian  capital. 

The  plain  on  which  Santiago  stands  extends 
about  forty  miles  north  and  south,  and  fifteen 
east  and  west,  being  shut  in  on  one  side  by  the 
Andes,  and  on  the  other  by  Cu6sta  del  Prado 
and  the  continuous  hills.  On  the  south  it  is 
bounded  by  the  river  Maypo,  and  on  the  north 
by  the  high  hills  beyond  Colina. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  coincidences 
within  my  knowledge  is,  that  all  the  colonies 
of  Europe  bear  a  striking  resemblance,  in  the 
features  of  the  soil  and  landscape  to  the  mother 
country  from  which  they  respectively  sprang. 
Who  does  not  perceive  the  likeness  between 
Portugal  and  Brazil  ?  No  one  can  gaze  from 
the  summit  of  the  Cu^ta  del  Prado,  upon  the 
v^a  on  which  stands  Santiago,  without  recur- 
ring to  Granada  :  and  a  busy  fancy  may  easily 
compare  St.  Lucia  with  the  rock  of  the  Alham- 
bra;  and,  going  back  to  the  early  ages,  see  in  the 
Araucanian  and  Spanish  heroes  in  Chile,  a 
repetition  of  the  Castilians  and  Moors.  The 
variety  of  arid  plains,  fertile  valleys,  and  snowy 
mountains  in  the  Spanish  part  of  South  Ame- 
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rica,  Mexico,  Colombia,  Peru,  and  Chile,  pro- 
duces a  scenery  strikingly  like  that  of  Spain, 
though  the  portrait  is  colossal  in  its  dimen- 
sions. To  carry  out  the  comparison,  is  not  the 
face  of  the  northern  section  of  the  United 
States  something  like  that  of  England  ?  Now, 
it  is  not  strange  that  Chile  and  Peru  should 
resemble  Spain;  but  that  the  countries  of 
Europe  should  discover  and  settle  lands  similar 
to  their  own  is  certainly  remarkable  ! 

The  city  is  laid  out  in  regular  squares  of  four 
hundred  and  eight  feet  on  each  side,  separated 
by  streets  forty-two  feet  broad,  and  of  course 
crossing  each  other  at  right  angles.  Their 
direction  is  nearly  east  and  west,  and  north  and 
south.  They  are  paved  with  round  pebbles, 
and  have  a  trotioir  of  wrought  flag-stones  on 
one  side.  Gutters  are  left  in  the  centre, 
throiigh  which,  during  part  of  the  day,  flow 
strt^ams  of  water  from  the  river  Mapocho, 
which  passes  the  city  on  its  north  and  western 
:;kU\i<  These  streams  are  useful  in  washing 
,iW3iv  tho  tilth  erf  the  city,  which  is  perhaps  the 
1  KxuH^t  in  S%Hith  America.    The  Mapocho  also 
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affords  to  the  citizens  the  luxury  of  private  and 
public  baths. 

The  architecture  of  the  private  dwellings,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  public  buildings,  is  of  the 
Moorish  style.  The  houses  are  one  and  two 
stories  high,  built  of  '*  adobes,"  whitewashed 
outside,  and  roofed  with  red  tiles.  Although 
the  winter  is  cool,  and  snow  is  occasionally  seen 
in  the  streets,  very  few  houses,  even  of  the  best 
kind,  have  chimneys  or  hearths;  the  rooms 
being  warmed  by  "  braz6ros  "  of  charcoal.  The 
windows  opening  into  the  patio  are  secured  on 
the  outside  with  ornamental  ^'rejas"  or  iron 
gratings,  which  are  sometimes  gilt,  and  closed 
on  the  inside  by  glazed  sashes  of  tin.  The 
small  houses  that  open  directly  on  the  street 
are  closed  by  a  double  door,  with  a  grated 
wicket  about  a  foot  square  in  the  upper  part 
oi  one-half  of  it,  which  is  the  only  window  in 
the  dwelling.  The  best  houses  in  Santiago 
have  been  constructed  by  carpenters  from  the 
United  States  ;  and  in  some  cases,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  suitable  wood,  the  windows  and 
doors,  and  a  great  part  of  the  frame,  already 


SS2  THREE  YEARS  IN  THE  PACIFIC. 

manufaetiuned,  have  been  imported  from  our 
oonntry. 

The  style  of  architecture  kayes  two  small 
rooms  on  each  ade  of  the  '^  puertacalle,"  or 
great  entrance,  originally  designed  for  porter^s 
lodge  and  servant's  room ;  but  now  we  find 
some  of  the  finest  dwdlings  disfigured  by 
having  these  apartments  raited  for  ^  pulperias,'' 
(dram-shops,)  or  for  cobUers'  stalls,  where  may 
be  seen  the  disdple  of  St  Crispin  hammermg 
at  his  last,  and  his  sluttish  wife  employed  at 
her  needle,  while  a  half-dozen  squalid  squalling 
brats  are  sprawling  ovar  the  floor  in  filth  and 
dirt.  Whether  this  proceeds  from  carelessness 
of  appearances,  or  from  the  desire  of  increasing 
revenue,  I  will  not  decide,  though  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  the  latter  supposition. 

The  dty  of  Santiago  was  founded  on  the 
24th  of  February  1541,  by  Captain  Pedro  de 
Valdivia,  and  then  called  ^*  Santiago  de  la 
Nueva  Estremadura."  ♦  On  the  outskirts  of 
the  city  there  is  a  small  house,  sunk  below  the 
level  of  the  street,  said  to  be  that  occupied  by 

*  Herrera,  HUtdria  de  las  Indias  Occidentales. 
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the  founder ;  with  what  truth,  however,  I  must 
leave  to  antiquarians  to  discover. 

The  plaza  is  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
city,  and  occupies  an  entire  square.  On  the 
north-western  side  are  the  presidential  man- 
sion, the  palace  of  the  government,  the  prison, 
and  the  courts  of  justice;  forming  altogether  a 
fine  white  building,  before  the  several  doors  of 
which  sentries  are  always  on  post.  On  the 
south-western  side  stand  the  cathedral,  and  the 
old  palace  of  the  Bishop  of  Chile,  now  occupied 
as  the  Caf^  del  Com6rcio.  The  cathedral  is 
but  half  finished,  though  it  was  commenced 
more  than  sixty  years  since.  It  is  in  the 
Moorish  style,  and  is  the  only  stone  building 
in  the  capital ;  all  the  others  being  of  '*  adobes** 
whitewashed.  The  south-eastern  side  of  the 
square  is  a  *'  portal,"  or  portico,  occupied  below 
by  dry  good  shops,  and  above  by  private  resi- 
dences. On  the  north-eastern  side  are  the 
Caf(6  de  la  Nacion,  and  a  number  of  '^  tiendas," 
or  shops,  which  are  closed  by  rough  doors,  se- 
cured on  the  outside,  when  the  shopkeepers 
are  abroad,  by  great  padlocks  of  a  coarse  fabric. 
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At  the  eastern  side  of  the  city  is  a  high 
conical  hill  of  granite,  called  Santa  Lucia,  upon 
which  are  a  fortress,  a  barrack,  and  a  powder- 
magazine.  The  fortress  was  built  by  the  Spa* 
niards,  aot  very  long  after  the  foundation ;  it 
completely  commands  the  city,  and  wa6  pro- 
bably erected  to  check  rebellion  and  internal 
commotions.  From  the  top  of  this  hill,  the 
city  and  the  vicinity  are  spread  out  like  a  map 
at  the  feet  of  the  beholder,  presenting  to  him 
the  streets,  and  the  surrounding  villas  and 
gardens,  at  a  single  coup  deceit.  Almost  every 
house  has  a  garden  attached  to  it.  From  this 
cause  the  city  extends  over  much  more  ground 
than  an  equal  population  (not  exceeding  forty 
thousand)  would  require  in  our  country. 

The  plaza,  in  Spanish  towns,  is  always  a 
busy  spot.  The  fountain  in  the  centre  is  con- 
stantly visited  by  the  "  aguadores,"  filling  and 
carrying  away  water;  the  small  retail  shops 
surrounding  the  square,  filled  with  a  variety  of 
articles,  (for  trade  has  not  yet  become  sub- 
divided into  branches,  as  in  the  large  cities  of 
Europe  and  the  United  States,)  attract  many 
purchasers ;    along    the   trottoir  are   sprinkled 
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baskets  of  various  produce ;  horsemen  in  pon- 
chos and  straw  hats  are  dashing  across  the 
plaza ;  and  every  variety  of  vehicle,  from  the 
quick-moving  coach  and  four,  through  the 
grades  of  '*cal^"  and  gig,  to  the  lumbering 
carr^ta,  may  be  seen  pursuing  their  respective 
routes. 

Almost  every  shop  has  on  its  shelves  a  few 
books,  consisting  chiefly  of  French  translations 
and  ecclesiastical  works.  There  is  no  book- 
store in  the  place ;  the  largest  collection  is  dis- 
played amidst  hardware  and  cutlery.  Although 
so  very  popular,  I  was  unable  to  procure  a  copy 
of  Don  Quixote  in  the  city. 

Early  in  the  morning,  at  the  prison  door,  may 
be  seen,  almost  every  day,  one  or  two  dead 
bodies,  stretched  out  upon  the  stones,  with  a 
plate  upon  the  breast,  to  collect  alms  for  their 
interment.  These  are  the  result  of  the  horrid 
practice  of  deciding  personal  disputes  amongst 
the  lower  orders  by  having  recourse  to  the 
murderous  knife,  instead  of  the  more  rational 
and  innocent  plan  of  John  Bull's  descendants, 
of  bruising  each  other  with  the  weapons  Nature 
gave  them  —  their  fists.     At  the  "  pulperias," 
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at  mght  to  drink 
'  (bmidy),  and  sing 
to  tke  aomid  of  harp  and  guitar, 
fieqoenthr  arise  when  the  brain  be- 
ta^ itrai^  drink.     Then  the  pcm- 
cio  V  nOcd  anvnd  the  left  arm*  to  be  used  a8 
a  Aield»  and  the  knife,  eonstuitly  worn  at  the 
ha^  »  send  in  the  right  hand,  and  the  anta- 
gonias  ate  cnciiclcd  by  a  riiy  of  by-atandeia,  to 
see  what  genilemen  of  **  the  science  of  defence'' 
hsTe  been  pleased  to  tennySar /ilfly.     Thedex- 
teiitT  in  the  use  of  the  weapon,  which  they 
manage  Uke  a  rapier,  in  the  lunge  and  garde, 
is  truly  surprising.     The  attack  is  fierce  on 
both  sides.     Death  of  one  of  the  parties,  or 
seTere  wounds,  are  the  certain  ONisequence  of 
such   rencontres;    hence  it  is,  that  foreigners 
are  under  the  impressiim  that  assassination  is 
a  conunon  crime  amongst  Chil^os.     Yet  the 
practice,  haTing  strict  regard  to  the  term,  can 
hardly  be  said  to  be  frequent ;  for  we  should 
hardly  say  that  a  man  is  assassinated  who  falls 
by  an  unlucky  Uow  in  a  fist  fight. 

After  two  o'clock,  until  near  sunset,  the  plaza 
is  almost  deserted,  the  shops  are  closed,   and 
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everybody  is  enjoying  the  siesta.  About  six 
o'dock  all  is  again  awake,  the  shops  are  open, 
and  the  square  is  crowded  with  ladies,  shopping, 
or  passing  to  and  from  the  Alam6da.  They 
walk  unattended  by  gentlemen,  with  the  head 
uncovered,  except  occasionally  by  a  veil  a  la 
Madonna^  and  the  hair  ornamented  with  natu- 
ral flowers.  This  custom  gives  them  a  degree 
of  independence  not  enjoyed  by  the  ladies  in 
the  United  States ;  nor  are  they  ever  insulted 
by  being  impertinently  accosted. . 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Tajamar. — Military  Academy. — Militia  System. — San  LiiDes. 

Alam6da.-^  An  Evening  Visit. — Card-playing. — National 

Institute.-—  Schools.  —  Socied^d  Filarm6nica. —  Otavirio. 

•Procession.— Praying  for  Rain. — State  of  Medicine  and 

Pharmacy. 

Along  the  bank  of  the  river  Mapocho  is 
built  a  wall,  about  six  feet  high  and  four  feet 
broad,  with  a  walk  on  the  top,  paved  with  small 
pebbles,  and  a  parapet  next  to  the  water.  At 
convenient  distances  are  steps  from  the  ground, 
made  of  stone.  From  its  offering  a  barrier  to 
the  waters  of  the  river  during  the  freshets  it  is 
termed  the  "  Tajamar,"  or  breakwater ;  and  is  a 
fashionable  promenade  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  for 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  rich  and  poor.  The  whole 
world  walk  on  the  top  of  the  wall,  or  rest  on  the 
parapet,  gazing  at  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  the 
scenery,  or  at  the  passing  multitude.     The  river 
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is  seen,  split  into  several  channels  by  beds  of 
gravel,  brawling  in  its  course  from  the  lofty 
Cordilleras,  and  disappearing  under  a  stone 
bridge  of  several  arches,  which  leads  from  the 
city  to  a  suburb  called  La  Canadilla.  When 
the  glow  of  sunset  tinges  the  eternal  snows  of 
the  mountains,  and  the  hills  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  begin  to  grow  dark  in  approach- 
ing twilight,  the  scene  is  grand  beyond  descrip- 
tion. The  plain  upon  which  the  city  stands  is 
so  high  that  the  atmosphere  refracts  the  light 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  deceive  the  eye  in  es- 
timating distance.  One  feels  tempted  to  stretch 
out  the  band  from  the  street  and  place  it  against 
the  aide  of  the  mountains ;  yet  they  are  twenty 
miles  distant ! 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Tajamar  are 
the  cockpit  and  ball  alley,  where  gentlemen 
play  at  the  game  of  **  fives.**  Both  places  are 
crowded  on  Sundays  and  festivals  by  the  young 
gentlemen  of  the  city. 

Monday  being  a  military  day,  I  visited  the 
military  academy  lately  established  in  this  city. 
It  contains  at  present  eighty  cadets,  who  are 
taught  everything  pertaining  to  the  profession 
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In-  prafenon  who  are  either  French- 
En^xdHDcn.  The  pupils  are  designed 
fat  oditcn  €£  the  anny  and  militia,  which  is 
i  inliiihid  on  a  plan  wdl  adapted  to  instruct 
die  wbole  male  popdblion  of  the  countiy  in  the 
of  amtt.  Tlie  men  are  anned  and  exerdsed 
nr  Monday  afternoon,  in  companies  and  re- 
giments, in  the  Alamfda  de  la  Canada.  As 
the  shopkecpen  are  piohihited  from  opening 
their  shops  on  that  afternoon  till  after  the 
parade  he  over,  the  day  is  faoetioiisly  termed 
*San  Lunes,**  or  Sunt  Monday.  The  same 
plan  is  eftahliAfd  in  every  town  and  village 
diroughout  the  oomitry.  The  review  draws 
crowds  of  ladies  to  witness  the  evolutions,  and 
some  to  see  the  young  beaux  in  gay  uniforms 
strutting  hefore  th^  men,  whose  dark  Indian 
visages  contrast  strongly  with  thdr  entirdy 
white  dress.  They  are  a  stout  and  brave 
race ;  and  firom  thdr  constant  habit  of  sleeping 
in  the  open  air,  and  faring  hardly,  make  excel- 
lent soldiws. 

There  are  sev^al  fine  military  bands,  which 
add  much  to  the  display.  It  is  in  the  Alameda 
that  the  whole  beauty  and  fashion  of  Chile  may 


THE  ALAMiDA.  241 

be  seen  strolling  along  the  shady  walks  in  gay 
attire  on  fine  afternoons ;  in  fact,  I  have  never 
Ken  anywhere  so  many  good-looking  women 
as  in  the  Alameda  on  a  Sunday,  in  the  sum- 
mer,  just  before  sunset.  The  Alam^a  is  about 
a  mile  long  and  one  hundred  feet  wide,  plant- 
ed with  double  rows  of  poplar-trees,  having 
streams  of  water  running  between  them,  and 
white  stone  seats  in  their  shade  at  convenient 
distances.  It  is  the  finest  promenade  in  South 
America,  and  is  kept  in  excellent  order.  Every 
evening  in  the  summer  it  is  a  place  of  general 
resort.  Grentlemen  enjoy  the  "  cigarrfto,"  and 
ladies  bans^nms  and  trifles  beneath  the  trees. 
Boys  manifest  their  early  propensities  for  gam- 
blingy  by  placing  two  chips  or  two  pieces  of 
water>melon  in  the  stream,  and  stake  small 
sums  upon  which  will  beat  in  the  race,  running 
along  the  edge,  shouting  and  laughing  as  they 
keep  way  with  the  objects  of  their  interest. 

On  a  Sunday  evening  I  visited  an  elderly  lady 
of  the  haut  ton  of  Santiago.  The  house  of 
Dona  Xavi6ra  is  a  large  one,  and  resembles 
most  of  the  fashionable  mansions  of  the  city. 
It  is  one  stcMy  high,  with  a  great  "  puertacalle** 
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opening  from  the  street  into  a  large  patio, 
paved  with  small  pebbles  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  give  it  the  appearance  of  being  teesdated. 
Sleeping-rooms  look  into  it  from  right  and  left, 
while  the  side  parallel  with  the  street^  and 
farthest  from  it,  is  taken  up  by  the  ^^Sala" 
and  '^Cu^ra'' — ^hall  and  drawing-room.  The 
*'  Cuidra"  is  a  large  apartment,  with  a  high 
ceiling,  separated  from  the  **  Sala"  by  a  glass 
partition,  constructed  of  large  panes,  the  edges 
of  which  lap  over  each  other,  instead  of  being 
secured  in  a  sash.  The  furniture  of  the  cuA^ 
dra  is  remarkable  for  the  abundance  of  chairs 
and  sofas,  ranged  in  two  confronting  lines. 
Thare  are  two  mirrors  on  the  same  side  of  the 
wall,  with  a  table  beneath  each,  having  **  guar- 
dabilsas,''  or  eandle^hades,  upon  them,  tar  too 
costly  and  beautiful  to  guard  from  the  air  the 
indifferently  dean  tallow  candles  burning  in 
them.  Spermaceti  candles  are  only  used  on 
spedal  occasions,  and  lamps  are  seldom  9een« 

The  sala  is  quite  as  large  as  the  cu^Ub^  itself, 
but  furnished  in  a  less  expulsive  style.  It 
is  the  apartment  where  the  family  ordinarily 
sit,    and    receive  familiar  friends.      I  passed 
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through  the  sala,  and,  as  I  made  my  way  to  the 
Guidra,  perceived  through  the  partition  that 
it  was  filled  with  company.  Two  card-tables 
were  spread  out ;  at  one  of  which  a  party  was 
playing  at  ^malilla,"  a  fashionable  game  at 
cards ;  and  at  the  other  was  Dona  Paulita,  the 
only  daughter  of  Dona  Xavi^ra,  and  opposite 
to  her  a  Canonigo.  On  his  left  Dona  Jesusita» 
a  cousin  of  Dona  Paulita ;  and  opposite  to  her 
Don  Manuel,  an  intimate  of  the  family.  They 
were  laughing  over  a  simple  game  called  **  ten- 
derate."  A  young  gentleman  was  seated  at 
the  piano,  playing  a  quadrille;  while  several 
were  standing  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  talk- 
ing and  smoking  ^'hojitas."  A  large,  good- 
natured,  greasy-looking  friar  sat  chatting  with 
a  toothless  lady  near  the  table  of  the  young 
people:  sudi  was  the  aspect  when  I  entered. 
The  music  ceased;  not  on  account  of  defer- 
ence, but  because  their  visitor  was  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, who  had  the  credit  of  having  saved 
the  life  of  Dofia  Paulita's  unde. 

After  the  usual  salutation,  the  card-players 
continued  their  games  ;  but  the  young  gentle- 
men exerted  themselves  for  my  entertainment. 

r2 
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I  drew  a  chair  near  Dona  Paulita,  and  seated 
myself  to  observe  the  game,  and  enjoy  the  hui- 
mour  and  wit  that  were  flowing  from  the  good 
Canonigo.     He  possessed  an  intelligent  oomite- 
nance,  Veen  black  eyes,  and  silky  black  hair, 
and  was  not  more  than  thirty-five  years  of  age. 
His  fine  figure  was  displayed  in  a  single-breast- 
ed frock-coat,  with  standing  collar,  buttoned  to 
the  throat    His  ttHisure  was  neat ;  and,  upon 
the  whole,  he  was  the  handsomest  as  well  as 
the  tidiest  priest  I  remember  to  have  met  in 
South  America. 

The  game  of  '^  tenderete**  was  soon  changed 
for  anotho*,  called  ^'brisca,"  whidi  is  some- 
thing like  whist;  instead,  however,  of  count- 
ing tridLS,  the  face  cards  count  ten,  and  which- 
ever side  takes  most,  wins.  Moreover,  the 
players  are  aUowed  to  trump  or  not,  as  they 
may  deem  most  advantageous.  Don  Manuel 
very  politely  offered  to  resign  his  seat  to  me, 
but  I  preferred  sitting  near  Dona  Paulita,* 
even  had  I  been  previously  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  ^  brisca.**  The  Canonigo  establish- 
ed the  forfeit  to  be,  that  whoever  lost  should 

*  Piulitm  is  the  diminaliTe  and  kinder  term  for  Pftala. 
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be  obliged  to  make  a  number  of  faces  and  gri- 
maoes  for  the  diversion  of  the  company.  He 
was  the  first  to  lose,  and  paid  in  some  very 
droll  and  whimsical  changes  of  countenance, 
which  would  have  been  creditable  even  to  a 
man  of  lighter  profession  than  that  of  a  Catho- 
lic priest.  As  mirth  and  amusement  were  the 
object  of  the  game,  this  mode  of  gambling, 
without  diminishing  the  weight  of  the  purse» 
did  less  injury  to  the  better  feelings  of  the 
heart  than  betting  gold,  while  it  ensured  a 
hearty  laugh  both  to  winners  and  losers. 

After  some  time.  Dona  Paulita  said, ''  You 
did  not  come  to  dine  to-day.  We  waited  from 
four  till  near  six  o*clook." 

•*  Yes,*'  interrupted  the  Candnigo,  "  the  se- 
cond course  was  eaten  by  candle-light,  and 
what  was  worse,  nearly  cold  !'* 

I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  I  had  been  ex- 
pected. I  had  received,  the  day  before,  an 
invitation  to  walk  in  the  Alameda  after-dinner ; 
but  I  did  not  go,  in  consequence  of  the  after- 
noon being  disagreeably  cold  and  rainy.  My 
explanation  was  received,  and  the  Candnigo 
cbided  Dona  Paulita  for  not  having  been  more 
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in  her  iiiTitatioD.    Dcma  Xavi^ra  was 

as  the  daughter  told  m^ 
Tuto  dolares  de  barriga,"  and  had  hdd  down. 
Tea  and  mate  were  brought  Several  mat^ 
Gvcnbtii^  at  the  same  time.  The  Can6- 
and  eoQsin  took  theirs  while  playing  the 
It  is  dniD  to  see  a  pretty  young  lady 
ig  mate  through  a  alver  bombilla,  hot 
OKM^  to  bum  the  lips  of  those  ignorant  of 
die  mode  of  takii^  it 

At  c^t  o'dodL  the  £it  firiar  took  his  leav^ 
«id  the  old  fadr  assisted  Dona  Paulita  in  the 
game  with  her  advice.  The  Can6nigo  made 
a  move  as  if  to  depart  evidently  with  a  wish 
to  nmain.  -^'Do  not  go,  Padre^"  exclaimed 
the  yxxu^  lady ; "  omit  the  *  misa*  of  to-night, 
and  say  two  to-mcmow  instead.**  The  holy 
man  a^stented*  and  resumed  the  game.  The 
ev^siing  passied  away  gaily,  and  at  eleven  I 
bade  my  fiiends  good  night 

AnHmgst  the  guests  was  a  Chil^no  who  had 
Ket^i  in  the  United  States  as  Chaig^  d'Affiiires. 
Spcadcing  of  our  country,  and  those  things 
which  struck  him  as  curious,  he  told  the  gentle- 
QKMi  that  our  ^  prisons  are  secure  without  mill- 
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tary  guards,  and  that  he  had  seen  no  soldiers 
in  the  country  except  the  volunteer  corps  on 
holydays:"  contrasted  with  the  countries  of 
South  America,  where  even  the  municipal 
police  consists  of  soldiers,  this  circumstance  is 
striking.  This  gentleman  remarked  farther, 
that/' previous  to  the  revolution  of  1829i  Chile 
had  advanced  in  slow  sure  steps ;  but  since 
that  period  society  had  split  into  political  par- 
ties, and  the  social  intercourse  created  and 
cherished  by  the  Sociedad  Filarmonica  had  al- 
most ceased/' 

The  Philharmonic  Society  was  instituted  in 
1827f  for  improving  and  fostering  the  native 
taste  for  music,  and  creating  a  more  generally 
social  intercourse.  The  entertainments  were 
^ven  weekly^  and  consisted  of  music^  both  in« 
strumental  and  vocal,  liy  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
conversation  and  dancing  —  the  native  fandan- 
gos were  proscribed.  The  beneficial  effects  of 
this  society  upon  the  general  taste  for  music 
is  very  manifest.  Before  its  institution,  no- 
thing was  heard  but  a  few  waltzes,  contra- 
dances,  and  marches,  on  the  piano,  or  simple  na- 
tive songs  accompanied  by  the  guitar ;  and,  ten 
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agcv  piasus  woe  ise  in  the  ocmntry,  (an 


stjied  the  timK  being  a  sobttitiite,) 
fest  BOW  tiler  se  famid  in  almost  ereiy  house. 
At  Aat  time  music  was  tangfat  bjr  imitatioOy 
cr  panot-Eke^  without  principles^  or  writtoi  ot 
pdnted  mane.  A%  late  as  1888, 1  saw  young 
la£es  following  the  fillers  ci^be  master,  kani- 
ii^  a  lew  ban  at  a  tim^  and  bj  practice  fixing 
diem  in  the  memory.  Now,  on  the  contrary, 
die  compositions  of  the  fiist  German  and  Ita- 
lian masters,  Mozart,  Von  Weber,  Rossini, 
Facdni,  &c  are  performed  by  the  young  ladies 
with  great  taste  and  execution.  This  loVe  of 
music  has  led  to  the  study  dt  the  Italian, 
Frendi,  and  English  languages;  and  it  is  by 
no  means  uncommon  to  meet  with  young  ladies 
who  read  and  speak  one  or  more  of  these 
tongues  with  tolerable  propriety. 

Education  and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
appear  to  occupy  a  great  share  of  the  public  atten- 
tion in  Chile.  Experience  has  taught,  that  the 
South  American  republics  will  never  be  tran- 
quil or  happy  while  military  prowess  and 
glory  dazzle  the  minds  of  the  people,  who  want 
the  lights  of  knowledge  to  enable  them  to  es- 
timate correctly  the  nature  of  their  rights  and 
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privileges.  Convinced  of  this  fact,  the  legisla- 
ture has  laboured  to  establish  schools  in  every 
lection  of  the  country.  The  convents  have 
been  required  to  open  free  schools  for  instruct- 
ing children  in  reading,  writing,  morals,  urba- 
nity— -a  branch  much  neglected  in  our  com- 
mon schools  —  and  arithmetic,  on  the  Lancas- 
terian  plan  ;  besides,  every  encouragement  is 
given  to  private  schools  for  both  sexes. 

El  Instituto  Nacional  was  established  in 
1821,  on  the  dibris  of  a  college  which  existed 
during  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  VIL  It  is  ad- 
jcnning  to  an  old  Jesuistical  church,  called  La 
Campania,  the  front  of  which  is  ornamented 
with  no  less  than  seven  representations  of  the 
Saviour.  In  the  Institute  are  taught  Latin, 
English,  French,  mathematics,  geography,  gram- 
mar, and  what  are  very  expressively  denomi^ 
Dated  "las  primeras  letras"  or  elements— the  last 
(HI  the  Lancasterian  plan.  Roman  law  is  also 
taught.  The  college  is  supported  by  an  ap- 
propriation derived  from  the  church  tithes  and 
the  fees  of  the  resident  pupils,  who  pay  each 
one  hundred  dollars  annually.  Day  scholars 
attend  gratis. 
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When  I  visited  the  Institute,  the  geography 
class  was  reciting.  The  professor  gave  the  car- 
dinal points  of  the  compass  to  a  boy,  and  direct^ 
ed  him  to  supply  on  the  black  board  the  in- 
termediate ones ;  then  required  him  to  describe 
the  figure  of  the  earth,  which  was  very  readily 
done.  In  another  apartment,  a  dass  in  math^ 
matics  was  reciting.  At  one  end  of  the  room 
stood  the  pedagogue,  **  with  spectacles  cm  nose," 
beside  a  rough  table,  upon  which  was  a  frag- 
ment of  an  earthen  vessel  containing  a  coal  of 
fire,  flanked  by  a  cigar-case :  the  dominie  was 
not  smoking.  A  boy  of  about  twelve  years  of 
age  was  demonstrating  a  problem  in  geometry ; 
— ^how  to  find  a  centre  for  a  circle,  which  should 
cut  three  given  points.  The  pupil  seemed  to 
be  au  fait,  and  convinced  us  that  he  understood 
what  he  was  saying.  I  was  requested  by  both 
professors  to  propose  any  questions  to  any  of 
the  students,  that  I  might  satisfy  myself  of 
their  progress.  This  I  declined,  because  I  was 
a  foreigner,  and  unwiUing  to  risk  questions 
which  I  might  fail  in  making  understood. 

Thursday,  the  28th  of  June,  was  a  holy  day, 
called  the  "  Otavdrio;''  from  "ocho"  and  "diario,** 
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the  eighth  day  after  Corpus.  At  each  comer  of 
the  plaza  was  erected  a  temporary  altar,  deco- 
rated  with  saints,  candles,  and  tinsel.  On  one 
sat  St.  Peter,  all  alone  with  his  keys,  and  an- 
other represented  the  descent  from  the  cross. 
During  half  the  morning,  there  were  crowds 
about  the  comers,  looking  on  the  erection  and 
decoration  of  the  altars  by  the  **  peones,"  under 
the  supervision  of  several  padres.  The  orna- 
ments consisted  of  looking-glasses,  shells,  candles, 
ulk,  and  tinsel :  the  saints  were  borrowed  from 
different  churches  for  the  occasion. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  several  regi- 
ments marched  into  the  plaza,  and  formed  two 
squares,  single  file,  one  within  the  other,  leaving 
a  space  of  forty  feet  between  them  for  the 
passage  of  the  procession.  The  centre  of  the 
square  was  crowded  with  ladies,  all  in  the  usual 
Uack  church-going  habiliments,  consisting  of 
the  mantilla  or  veil,  and  a  black  dress.  The 
windows  of  the  neighbouring  houses,  from 
which  hung  silk  and  velvet  banners  of  various 
colours,  were  crowded  with  ladies  and  gentle- 
men. Over  the  doors  of  the  houses  in  the  prin- 
cipal streets   flags  were  displayed,  some  half- 


m?a  Tixas  a  tbe.  pacific. 

intentionaUy, 

At  twilight, 

ligfated, 

fired  fiom  tiie 

At  die  mme  tim^  the 

to  IMP  finxn  the  <athednl. 


Fnt  one  « I^  Ccfeiifii.' or  bradieriiood  of 
tfe -^  HcrnuBos  de  Xaotio  Amo*— ^Btodwn  of 
Ov  Jlstcr — wf  iMg  white  atin  aqpes  em^ 
faraidcred  vidi  goU.  in  two  sii^le  fiks^  eadi 
cne  bevii^  a  loB^wax-cuidle.  Then  the  firiars 
of  die  wenl  cvden^  each  cne  beii^  aooom- 
{■med  br  its  re&pectiwe  banner  or  symbol,  oon- 
aslii^  of  a  gandy  silk  drum,  surmounted  by  a 
cross  borae  akrft  in  the  air.  Next  followed  the 
cadets,  in  full  dress,  firom  the  Alilitaiy  Acade- 
my ;  and  a  Canonigp,  chanting  a  psalm,  preced- 
ing  "^  Su  jklagesti^"  or  The  Host,  earned  by 
priests,  beneath  a  silken  canopy,  supported  by 
silver  or  silvered  sticks  As  this  passed,  evay- 
body  knelt  upon  the  ground. 

Next  foUowing  was  the  President  of  Chile, 
in  a  general's  uniform,  and  the  Cabinet  Mini- 
sters, each  bearing  a  candle.     Near  them  was  a 
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hoy  ^  of  ten  years  old,  a  descendant  from  the 
Caneras  so  celebrated  in  the  Revolution, 
dressed  in  a  colonel's  uniform.  He  is  now  edu- 
eating  at  the  Military  Academy.  President 
Pinto,  with  consent  of  Congress,  made  him  his 
aid,  as  a  reward  for  the  distinguished  services 
of  his  family.  Close  after  followed  the  Presi- 
dential guard,  and  a  corps  of  cavalry,  with  a 
mounted  brass  band.  In  this  order  the  proces- 
sion moved  round  the  whole  square,  stopping 
for  a  short  time  before  each  altar,  while  the 
omaet  smoked  and  prayers  ascended.  The  dif- 
ferent bands  were  playing  in  succession,  guns 
were  firing,  bells  were  ringing,  and  everybody 
was  uncovered.  As  the  Host  passed  them,  the 
soldiers  knelt  on  one  knee,  in  platoons,  their 
heads  bent  on  their  breasts.  The  crowd  in  the 
rear  imitated  the  example. 

The  procession  re-entered  the  cathedral,  the 
saints  were  returned  to  their  dark  niches  with 
dt]^  formality,  after  having  been  aired  all  day 
in  the  plaza,  and  the  whole  show  soon  disap- 
peared;— at  eight  o'clock  the  plaza  presented 
the  usual  nightly  scene  of  flickering  lights, 
ladies  walking  and  shopping. 


to  pny,  and  thus  the 

dKoned  into  onedenoe. 

sBOcesfid  at  one  tiine 

fior  I  SB  toU  that  the  whole 

at 
wlMsle  wetk^  without  draw- 
ing a  sn^  drop  of  water  finam  tfaedcj! 

The  hospitak  of  Santiigo  are  not  equal  to 
smikr  institutions  in  other  parts  of  the  worid, 
as  respecti  the  comforts  and  attentions  aflbrded 
to  the  sick.  That  of  San  Juan  de  Dios  has 
•erend  wards,  all  ill  Tentilated,  containing  two 
hundred  and  thirty  patients,  of  whom  one  hun- 
dred and  three  were  suffering  with  small-pox. 
These  cases  were  not  separated  from  the  rest 
In  the  surgical  wards  were  several  with  knife- 
wounds,  received  in  midnight  brawls  in  the 
suburbs.  This  hospital  is  under  the  direction 
of  English  physicians. 
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As  in  Spain,  the  profession  of  medidne  is 
bwlj  estimated  in  Chile,  yet  efforts  have  been 
made  to  elevate  the  standing  of  its  members 
in  society,  and  with  considerable  success.  In 
18S6,  Doctor  William  Blest,  an  English  practi- 
ttoner^  published  in  Santiago  some  "  Observa* 
tions  on  the  Actual  State  of  Medicine  in  Chile,'' 
in  which  he  assigns  its  low  state  to  the  want  of 
a  liberal  education  in  those  who  enter  the  pro* 
fession,  the  want  of  a  proper  system  of  medical 
instruction,  and  to  the  slender  fees  paid  for 
tbdr  services.  Several  of  the  medical  men  of 
Santiago  are  Mulattoes.  Within  two  or  three 
years  a  board  of  examiners  has  been  esta- 
Uisbed,  who,  without  any  regard  to  certificates 
or  diplomas  from  universities  or  colleges,  ex- 
amine  the  candidates  for  practice  in  Latin, 
Spanish,  and  the  several  Inwiches  of  the  heal- 
ing art,  in  the  most  rigid  manner.  This  board 
is  chiefly  made  up  of  European  physicians,  who 
have  long  been  established  in  the  country.  In 
order  to  prevent  any  from  practising  who  have 
not  received  a  license  from  the  board,  apothe- 
caries are  prohibited,  under  severe  penalties, 
from  compounding  their  prescriptions.    Apo- 
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M  itect  four  reals,  equal 
ID  fiftr  oEifflEb  paid  at  each  xisit ;  and  in  oonsul- 
taticift^.  vhkb  are  lieqncnt,  four  dollars.  I  am 
infofined  that  cne  or  two  pnctitioiiers;  in  exten- 
fiTe  practice,  wear  leather  pockets,  because  the 
angular  pieces  of  sitrer  soon  cut  out  tbose  made 
of  doth.  Instances  of  gwierusitv  towards  medi- 
cal men  are  not  rare ;  I  have  heard  of  a  pair 
of  horses  being  presented  in  one  case»  and  two 
hundred  dollars  in  anotho*. 

The  Chilians  possess  gmerous  feelings  in 
many  respects.  The  monies  raised  bj  subscrip- 
tion for  charitable  purposes,  such  as  the  relief 
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of  a  widow  or  an  orphan,  amount  to  consider- 
able sums.  I  have  before  me  a  list  of  persons 
who  have  subscribed  in  a  few  days  more  than 
two  tliousand  dollars,  for  the  relief  of  widows 
whose  husbands  fell  in  one  of  those  petty  revo- 
lutions which  have  so  frequently  disturbed  the 
quiet  of  the  country. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Visit  Colioa.*— Law  of  Primogeniture.  —  A  Senator.  — A 
Family  Dinner. — Face  of  the  Country. — Ploughing. — Sow- 
ing« — Baths. — ^Friar  of  San  Felipe. — Don  Jo8& — Return 
to  Valparaiso. — Storm  on  the  Road. 

On  the  10th  of  July  1832,  I  left  Santiago 
for  Colina,  situated  dose  under  the  Andes, 
about  seven  leagues  to  the  northward  of  the 
Chilian  capitaL  It  is  a  scattering  village  or 
township,  having  a  small  chapel  and  a  few  ran- 
chos  (huts)  around  it,  encircled  by  the  great 
chain  of  the  Cordilleras  and  their  mountain 
spurs.  The  curate  is  one  of  the  most  important 
personages  in  the  place ;  he  is  conversable,  fond 
of  an  "hoja,"  a  glass  of  wine  or  brandy  and 
water,  and  a  half  hour's  chat  in  a  morning. 
The  neighbourhood  is  made  up  of  several  "  ch&- 
cras,''  or  small  farms,  and  one  or  two  '^  hacfen- 
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das/  or  estates  of  great  extent ;  that  on  which 
J  sojourned  contained  fifty  square  miles,  and 
jielded  twenty-five  thousand  dollars*  worth  of 
wheat  annually. 

These  "  haciendas''  have  been  very  much  in 
the  way  of  the  advancement  of  this  country- 
for  the  Spanish  law  preserving  them  entire^ 
placed  all*  the  real  property  in  the  hands  of  a 
few  individuals,  and  caused  it  to  descend  from 
father  to  the  eldest  son,  ad  infinitum.  However 
necessary  the  law  of  primogeniture  may  be  to 
monarchical  governments  for  preserving  an  aris- 
tocracy, it  is  certainly  unsuited  to  a  republic ; 
and  for  that  reason  the  •*  mayorazgo,"  or  elder- 
ship, is .  now  done  away  with,  except  in  the 
cases  of  eldest  sons  bom  before  the  repeal  of 
the  law  by  the  Chilian  ccmgress: 

The  proprietors  of  these  estates  are  petty 
princes  in  the  land,  who  have  depending  upon 
them  from  three  to  five  hundred  poor  families. 
Desiring  only  to  be  left  to  the  quiet  enjoyment 
of  their  farms,  they  seldom  care  for  or  engage 
actively  in  public  aifairs.  The  lord  of  the 
estate  where  I  was  is  a  senator ;  and,  though  his 
country  residence  is  but  twenty  miles  from  the 

s  2 
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ke  h»  not  hem  mote  than  three  times 
tliwwfcg  the  preKot  session.  Yet  he 
of  ike  finest  houses  m  to¥m,  and  says 
he  ^liD  not  go  to  die  senate  unless  sent  for. 
^Vmm  qne;  am^!— Why  dioald  I,  fiirad? 
there  are  enongh  there  without  me  !** 

as  he  is  named,  leads  the  life  ci 
He  lises  at  nine,  hreakfissts  at  tra, 
I  a  smal  flower-garden  with  a  cigar, 
ku^gh^  for  a  halflioiir  oier  Don  Quixote,  of 
whidihe  has  a  heantilul  edition ;  and  bvanoc- 


^11- 


fide;  or  a  game  at  diesswith  the  curate, 
a  dy  joke  or  imhwrni  with  some  of  die  ladies,  he 
mwiigri  to  get  through  die  day  tiQ  three 
o'clock*  when  he  dines.  Alter  dinner,  whidi 
occupies  about  two  hours,  when  alone,  he 
smokes  and  doses  away  the  aftemocM]  and 
evening  till  ten  o*dock«  at  whidi  time  he  sups 
heaitily^  and  retires  to  bed  about  twdve.  Al- 
most every  night,  however,  the  curate  engages 
him  at  chess  or  cards ;  and^  between  the  two,  the 
kdies  are  keot  hiufffainir  the  whole  evaiincr. 


ly  necessary  to  say  that  Doti  Vi- 
iharU  corpulent,  good-humouied 
I /he  mm^r  of  Sancho  Panza  in  ner- 
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son,  whom  he  admires  with  all  his  heart.  He 
loves  his  family,  is  just  and  charitable  to  his 
dependants,  and  does  not  care  the  snap  of  a 
finger  for  anybody  beyond  them.  Nor  does  he 
wish  to  receive  a  line  from  anybody,  no  matter 
what  the  intimacy  may  have  been.  *^  If  I 
bear  of  their  prosperity/  says  he,  '*  I  am  glad ; 
if  they  are  unfortunate,  I  am  sorry, — '  Que  mas! 
y  amigo,  para  que  molestdrme  con  sus  cartas.' 
What  more — and,  my  friend,  why  should  they 
tnmUe  me  with  their  letters !" 

In  the  neighbourhood  there  is  another  gentle- 
man, less  wealthy,  and  of  a  more  ordinary  stamp 
than  the  senator,  being  shrewd  but  uneducated : 
that  is,  he  lives  without  recurring  to  books  for 
society  or  conversation.  Don  Ambrosio  is  a 
great  rough  figure,  six  feet  high,  with  a  roguish 
blue  eye  and  curly  hair,  and  perhaps  forty-five 
years  of  age.  He  has  a  second  wife,  a  son,  and 
thirteen  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  marriage- 
able. 

About  twelve  o'clock  on  the  second  day  of 
my  arrival  at  Colina,  Don  Ambrosio  came  in» 
dressed,  as  is  usual  with  country  gentlemen 
riding  about  their  estates,  in  a  poncho,  botas. 


AAer  sBiCBg  hmwrify  be  oom- 

bjr  ajing  several 

phrwes  of 

br  wmw  ct  MceHaiuiii^  as  he 

ciwfi*ngd,  wfaail  my  kuuii ledge  of 


.j.,.^  ^^^  piaoedco  die  tables  and 

itied  to  drinks  <*  Baeno 
tnguilDL'—'*  Agreed,  let  us  take  a 
Wken  pepared,  he  looked  at  it, 
and  said,  hoI^Dg  the  glass  between  ids  eye  aiifl 
die  fight,  **  Poes,  Senores^  DO  tengo  sed ;  tengo 
boena  ipet^Dcia;  tcngo  bueoa  salud;  duenno 
bien,  oomo  bien,  mi  muger  no  se  quc^; — j 
pan  que  k>  tomart^?  —  no  quiero  tomaila" — 
**  Wdl,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  thirsty ;  I  have  a 
good  mppeiite;  my  health  is  good;  I  sleep  well, 
I  eat  well,  my  wife  does  not  complain;  and 
why  shall  I  take  it  ?  I  trtfl  not" — and  he  put 
down  the  glass,  and  pushed  it  away  without 
tasting. 

While  out  in  the  fields  shooting,  the  next 
day  after  hb  visit,  I  met  Don  Amhrosio  on 
horseback.  He  dismounted,  and  carried  me  off 
to  his  "olivar,"  or  olive  grove,  to  shoot  wild 
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figeonSj  which  were  numerous,  and  afterwards 
insisted  upon  my ''  doing  penance  with  him,"  as 
the  phrase  is ;  that  is,  dining  with  him. 

The  table  was  spread  in  the  Spanish  style, 
with  covers  for  sixteen  persons,  and  as  many 
h%h-badced  chairs  placed  round  it.  About 
three  o'clock  we  wete  seated^  Don  Ambrosio  at 
the  head,  his  wife  on  the  left,  and  I  on  his 
ri^t,  while  the  thirteen  daughters  took  their 
places,  acoofding  to  age,  right  and  left,  the 
youngest  being  at  the  foot.  The  son  was 
absent.  The  dinner  was  served  up  on  silver, 
dish  after  dish,  to  the  number  of  thirteen,  com- 
mencing with  soup  and  ending  with  roast  beef. 
The  intermediate  dishes  were  all  compounded, 
(Mr  made  in  the  form  of  hashes,  stews,  &c.  Be- 
sides the  wine  of  the  country  and  "chicha,** 
there  was  v^ry  excellent  claret  The  dessert, 
consisting  of  pudding,  sweetmeats,  and  fruit, 
was  succeeded  by  a  large  silver  basin  of  water, 
and  a  towel,  into  which  each  one  dipped  the  ends 
of  her  fingers,  wet  and  wiped  her  lips,  and  then 
pushed  it  on  to  the  next.  As  the  fingers  fre- 
quently supply  the  place  of  forks  during  the 
repast,  this  practice  is  certainly  necessary  and 
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commendable.  Before  beginning  to  eat,  Don 
Ambrosio,  in  a  reverent  manner,  invoked  a 
blessing,  and  after  the  meal  returned  thanks, 
which  was  the  signal  for  the  younger  children 
to  retire. 

Don  Ambrosio  and  his  lady  were  lively,  and, 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  polite ;  for  aU  the 
natives,  from  the  president  to  the  beggar,  are 
so.  During  dinner  he  asked  me  which  one  of 
his  daughters  I  thought  handsomest;  even  if 
they  had  not  been  present,  it  was  a  question 
not  easy  to  answer,  and  I  therefore  requested  to 
be  allowed  to  withhold  my  decision  till  I  had 
become  better  acquainted.  Four  of  them  were 
from  fifteen  to  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  one 
was  to  be  married  in  a  few  weeks.  After 
dinner,  my  hospitable  host  gave  me  a  cigar, 
and  begged  to  be  excused,  while  he  should  give 
directions  to  some  workmen  who  were  employ- 
ed on  the  estate ;  adding,  "  When  I  am  present 
the  girls  are  as  quiet  as  lambs,  but  let  me  be  out 
of  sight,  and  they  are  more  noisy  than  so  many 
chattering  parrots.  If  you  are  afraid  of  them, 
I  will  carry  you  with  me ;  but  I  dare  say  you 
will  find  them  musical,  and  if  they  won't  sing 
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and  play,  my  wife  will,  and  they  shall  dance  for 

70U.    Adios — don't  make  love  to  more  than 

two  of  them  at  a  time." 

So  soon  as  he  had  disappeared,  I  found  the 
joung  ladies  very  entertaining,  and  everything 
a  father  could  wish;  they  played,  sang,  and 
chatted  until  tea  and  **mat6''  were  brought, 
and  Don  Ambrosio  returned.  The  evening 
passed  pleasantly  ;  and  about  nine  o'clock, 
(though  the  distance  was  not  more  than  a  quar- 
ts- of  a  mile,)  I  returned  home  on  horseback, 
attended  by  a  servant. 

The  hospitality  and  kindness  of  the  Chilians 
towards  strangers  cannot  be  exceeded  (if  equal- 
led) in  any  part  of  the  world.  Yet  it  is  difficult 
for  a  stranger  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
national  character.  A  friend  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence  and  observation,  who  has 
rended  several  years  in  Chile,  speaking  of  the 
native  character,  says,  **  they  are  a  fickle  race ; 
their  affections  lie  altogether  on  the  surface ; 
their  feelings  are  not  deep-seated,  and  of  course 
cannot  be  permanent;  they  are  easily  excited, 
and  as  readily  become  indifferent."  But,  such 
is  the  influence  of  the  climate  and  other  cir- 
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cunutanoes,  that  he  thinks  few  young  Ameri- 
cans would  live  willingly  in  the  United  States 
after  spending  three  years  in  Santiago.  There 
18  certainly  a  charm  about  Chile  that  few 
fc»eignei8  can  resist  ^—indeed  it  is  a  proverb, 
for  which  there  are  abundant  data,  that  all 
persons  who  visit  the  country  once  will  do  so  a 
second  time. 

The  face  of  the  country  around  CdUna  is 
overgrown  by  several  kinds  of  thom-trees, 
amongst  which  the  algarrobo,  or  carrob^  stands 
conspicuous.  It  bears  a  bean,  which,  when  used 
medidnally  in  an  infusion,  is  said  to  be  a  very 
powerful  aphrodisiac.  The  tree  grows  to  the  size 
of  a  common  peach ;  the  fruit  is  used  for  feeding 
animals,  and  the  wood  for  fuel  The  ^*  espinos," 
or  thorn-bushes,  overgrow  wheat-fields  and 
pasture  grounds,  and  are  always  cut  even  with 
the  soil  at  the  time  of  ploughing  and  sowing, 
which  take  place  after  the  first  rain  in  the 
month  of  June.  On  a  large  hacienda,  this 
operation  presents  an  interesting  and  animated 
scene.  I  saw  a  hundred  and  sixteen  pairs  of 
oxen  and  as  many  ploughs*  working  at  the 

*  The  plough  is  a  simple  spike,  not  differing  materially 
from  that  of  the  ancient  Roman«. 


PLOUGHING.— SOWING.  26? 

same  time.  They  were  inarched  and  oounter- 
maiched  like  troops  of  soldiers.  Each  ox  had 
its  name,  and  each  ploughman  was  shouting 
and  goading  at  the  same  time,  presenting  a 
spectacle  not  easily  described.  Like  every- 
thing in  Chile,  the  operation  of  sowing  wheat 
is  performed  on  horseback.  The  sower  carries 
before  Mm,  on  the  pommel  of  his  saddle,  a 
quantity  of  seed  in  his  poncho,  which  he  holds 
with  one  hand,  while  with  the  other  he  scatters 
it  oyer  the  ground  as  the  horse  walks  along. 

As  the  rains  are  not  always  sufficiently 
copious,  the  fidds  are  irrigated  by  **  ac6quias,*' 
or  shallow  gutters,  running  in  every  direction 
through  them.  Every  estate  requiring  water, 
which  is  scarce,  pays  a  rent  or  tax  to  have  it  at 
stated  p^ods  after  the  grain  is  sown  until  it 
becomes  ripe  enough  to  harvest.  The  water  is 
derived  solely  from  mountain  streams. 

The  scenery  around  Colina  is  of  the  grandest 
character.  The  CordiUeras,  ever  robed  in  snow, 
stand  dose  at  hand,  and  send  aS  spurs  two  or 
three  thousand  feet  in  height  in  every  direction. 
In  the  winter  the  atmosphere  is  clear,  the  sky 
is  of  the  purest  azure,  and  the  stars  cannot  be 
more  brilliant  in  any  part  of  the  world.     When 
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the  moon  shines  on  the  cold  mountain  snows, 
and  all  is  hushed  in  silence,  except  the  occa- 
sional wild  shriek  of  the  quiltr^gui,*  the  scene 
is  truly  sublime,  requiring  all  the  warmth  of 
poetic  description  to  portray  it  to  the  ima^na- 
tion  of  those  who  have  not  seen  it. 

Colina  is  celebrated  in  Chile  for  the  thennal 
springs  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  are  visited 
by  invalids  and  valetudinarians  from  all  points, 
to  drink  and  bathe  in  their  waters.  No  accu- 
rate analysis  has  yet  been  made  of  them ;  they 
are  said  to  contain  both  antimony  and  sulphur. 

One  morning,  while  at  breakfast,  a  fiiar  from 
San  Felipe,  a  small  town  to  the  northward^ 
called  at  our  house,  and  desired  permission  to 
visit  a  mill  on  the  premises.  When  we  saw 
him  at  the  door,  I  thought  he  might  be  a  true 
copy  of  the  renowned  Friar  Tuck,  for,  besides 
a  short  rotund  figure,  he  had  a  swaggering  air, 
wore  a  gay  poncho,  botas,  a  straw  hat,  secured 
by  a  black  cord  knotted  on  one  side  of  the  face, 

*  The  quiltr6gui  is  a  species  of  horned  plover,  which  fre- 
quents near  habitations;  at  night  it  shrieks  in  the  most 
melancholy  manner  at  the  approach  of  any  one,  or  on  hear- 
ing any  unusual  sound.  For  this  reason,  they  are  cherished 
by  the  farmers,  who  value  them  as  if  they  were  so  many 
dogs. 
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having  tassels  five  or  six  inches  long  swinging 
below  the  chin.  His  countenance  was  calm, 
but  it  was  the  calmness  of  detennined  courage, 
and  not  that  of  the  meekness  of  religion.  He 
rode  a  stout  black  horse,  with  a  valise  on 
his  back,  and  at  the  saddle-bow  a  long  double- 
barrelled  Spanish  fowling-piece  with  brass 
mountings,  the  whole  so  highly  polished,  even 
to  the  barrels,  that  it  would  have  done  credit 
to  a  marine  Serjeant,  and  pleased  the  eye 
of  the  most  rigid  martinet.  Like  his  proto- 
type, our  Friar  Tuck  was  fond  of  *' creature 
oomforts,"  and  occasionally  indulged  his  ''in- 
ward man  ;**  for,  after  telling  us  of  the  fatigue 
(ji  riding  over  bad  roads,  feeble  health  from 
vigils  and  fasting,  he  begged  as  a  particular 
favour  that  we  would  replenish  his  bottle  with 
ffD^  which  somehow  or  other  had  been  emptied 
on  the  way.  His  bottle  was  fiUed,  after  he  had 
tasted  of  the  quality  of  the  liquor,  of  which  he 
said,  **  Viene  bien  al  palad&r^ — "  It  falls  well  on 
the  palate,"  as  he  smacked  his  lips.  Having 
lighted  a  dgar,  he  threw  himself  agilely  into 
the  saddle,  saying,  as  he  cantered  off,  "  Dios  le 
pague  r — "  May  God  reward  you." 
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Amongst  our  visitors  was  an  **  old''  Spaniard 
named  Don  J0S69  who  was  noted  for  story- 
telling and  amiability.  He  frequently  lament- 
ed the  change  in  times  and  civilization.  '^  In 
my  memory,"  he  was  wont  to  say,  '^ladies 
required  a  long  training  before  they  were  ad- 
mitt^  into  society;  but  now,  they  catch  a 
young  girl  who  is  frisking  and  playing  with 
her  doll,  wash  and  dress  her  clean,  send  her  to 
school,  where  she  is  taught  to  read  and  writer 
and  repeat  the  multiplication-table,  and  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  she  is  broken  into  an  ac- 
complished miss,  ('Dona  gradosa',)  capable  of 
getting  through  a  tune  on  the  piano,  and  aujait 
in  all  the  small-talk  of  the  day.''  Female  per- 
ception is  wonderfully  quick  in  Chile. 

In  spite  of  the  diversion  of  killing  pigeons, 
hunting  condors,  witnessing  the  making  of 
« tapias,**  or  mud  walls,  examining  the  dry  and 
the  green  hedges,  and  observing  men  in  retire- 
ment, a  month  saw  me  dying  with  ennui^  and 
consequently  on  my  way  to  Valdivia's  city; 
and  in  a  few  days  I  set  out  on  my  return  to 
Valparaiso. 

My  campagnon   de  voyage  was  an    elderly 
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Ch36iio^  who  amused  me  the  whole  way  by 
tdUng  stories,  and  pointing  out  spots  where 
murder  had  been  committed,  marked  by  rude 
wooden  crosses,  some  of  them  of  lath. 

**  And  here  and  there,  as  up  the  crag  you  spring, 
Mark  many  rude  carved  crosses  near  the  path ; 

Yet  deem  not  thepe  Devotion's  offering — 
These  are  frail  memorials  of  murderous  wrath  : 

For  wheresoever  the  shrieking  victim  hath 
Poured  forth  his  blood  beneath  the  assassin's  knife, 

Some  hand  erects  a  cross  of  mouldering  lath ; 
And  grove  and  glen  with  thousand  such  are  rife. 
Throughout    this   purple    land,  where  law  secures 
not  life." 

At  present  however  murders  are  rare,  and  the 

road  may  be  travelled  at  all  hours  without 

molestation. 
We  left  the  city  at  one  o'clock  p.m.,  and 

were  unfortunate  in  being  overtaken  by  rain 
before  we  reached  the  Cajon  de  Zap&ta,  where 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The  rain  poured 
in  tcHTents,  and  the  miserable  inn  did  not 
possess  a  single  sleeping-room  that  was  not  per- 
meated by  water:  yet  we  contrived  to  make 
the  best  of  it.  Our  host  was  a  merry  son  of 
Spain,  with  slender  legs,  cased  in  green  cor- 
dim>y   unmentionables,    secured   at    the  knee 
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with  silver  buttons ;  and  his  wife  was  a  stirring, 
gay  Chil6na,  of  about  twenty  years  old.     She 
soon  procured  us  a  fine  hot  supper  of  roasted 
lamb  and  eggs,  with  a  casu^lo  and  tea.    After 
it  was  discussed,  we  were  invited  to  the  private 
apartment  of  our  landlady,   where  we  found 
three  or  four  young  women  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  as  many  young  countrymen  in  their 
ponchos,  chatting  and  smoking  ''  hojas.*"     The 
guitar  was  brought  from  its  comer,  a  bottle  of 
**  aguardiente"  and  glasses,  with  a  large  gourd 
of  "chicha,**  were  placed  on  a  chair,  and  we 
were  amused  with  singing,  dancing  fandangos, 
and  drinking,    till  past  midnight,    when    we 
retired — but  not  to  sleep  ;  for  scarcely  could  we 
get  into  a  doze,  before  a  malicious  stream  of 
water  would  find  its  way  through  the  thatch, 
and  trickle  into  the  bed,  or  a  warn  ton  flea,  in 
pursuit  of  blood,   would  rouse   us  from  our 
slumber. 

About  two  in  the  morning,  a  carr^ta,  with  a 
family  of  ladies,  arrived  from  Valparaiso,  com- 
pletely drenched  in  the  storm.  The  house  was 
all  in  a  bustle,  and  we  forgot  our  own  miseries 
in  listening  to  the  expressions  of  commiseration 
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for  the  plight  of  the  newly  arrived  by   our 

kind-hearted    hostess.     ''  Fobrecitas»    mojadas 

hasta  el  pell6jo   estan!" — "Poor  things,  they 

are  wet  to  the  skin  !**    By  the  time  the  party 

was  arrayed  in  dry  clothes,  and  seated  at  a  hot 

mealy  savoury  of  garlic,  to  prevent  taking  cold, 

day  broke,  and  the  rain  had  abated  so  much, 

that  we  set  forward  in  hopes  of  crossing  the 

cu^sta  before  the  storm  should  again  commence. 

Scarcely  had  we  reached  the  plain,  in  the  midst 

of  which  stands  Casablanca,  when  the  rain  fell 

in  such  torrents  that  the  road  was  flooded,  and 

objects  could  not  be  distinguished  two  hundred 

yards  ahead.     Yet  we  kept  on ;    the  capataz 

and  the  **  peones''  urging  on  the  animals,  and 

cheering  themselves  with  the  anticipations  of  a 

hot  breakfast,  a  gourd  of  "  chicha,"  and  a  quiet 

nap  at  Casablanca,   before    again   setting  off. 

And  they  were  not  disappointed,  for    Feroni 

outdid  himself;    not  only  was   the  excellent 

breakfast  quickly  provided,  but  our  rooms  were 

wanned  with  well-burned  charcoal,  which  is  a 

luxury  in  Chile,  after  riding  twenty  miles  on  a 

cold  July  morning. 

About   two  o'clock,   being    refreshed   with 

VOL.  I.  T 
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sleep,  though  it  still  rained,  we  again  mounted 
our  gig,  and  lashed  away  for  the  port.  The 
plains  near  Peiiuelas  were  drowned  in  water, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  navigate  in  our  vehide 
very  carefully,  lest  we  should  get  off  the  road 
into  some  hole  or  water-course  formed  during 
the  storm.  To  prevent  all  accident,  a  "  peon" 
•  went  ahead  to  sound,  for  we  were  riding 
through  a  vast  lake  of  muddy  water  about  a 
foot  deep.  By  care  we  arrived  safely  at  the 
post-house,  and,  after  baiting,  kept  on.  By  this 
time  the  rain  had  ceased,  the  clouds  began  to 
dear,  and  when  we  descended  the  Alto  de 
Valparaiso  into  the  town,  the  moon-beams  were 
glittering  on  the  placid  surface  of  the  bay, 
and  the  sky  presented  its  characteristic  azure 
expanse,  studded  with  mjrriads  of  meteor-like 
stars. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Cbquimbo  Bay.  —  La  Serena.  —  Salute.  —  BaJsas.  —  The 
Port. — Commerce.  —  Condors.  —  The  City.  —  Distress 
bj  Drought. — Society. — ^Trade. 

We  anchored  about  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,  on 

the  Ist  of  September,  in  the  bay  of  Coquimbo, 

after  twenty-eight  hours'  run  from  Valparaiso. 

Daring  the  passage,  the  wind  blew  very  fresh, 

and  the  sea  was  short  and  irregular,  rendering 

the  vessd's  motion  extremely  uncomfortable. 

At  this  season  the  strong  south  winds  are  not 

80  frequent  as  at  other  times  of  the  year ;  calms 

and   light    northwardly  airs   are  much   more 

common. 

Coquimbo  Bay,  like  that  of  Valparaiso,  is  an 
indentation  of  the  coast,  better  protected  how- 
ever from  the  prevailing  winds :  like  that  bay 
too,  it  opens  to  the  northward,  and  the  southern 

T  2 
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cape  extends  so  far  seaward,  that  vessels  may 
lie    completely    land-locked,    and   out    of  all 
danger,  even  during  the  severest  weather.     Its 
beach,  which  bounds  a  most  beautiful  sheet  of 
water,  sweeps  round  for  about  twenty-five  miles. 
Vessels  may  securely  careen  and  repair  in  this 
spot  at  every  season  of  the  year.    The  greatest 
objection  to  this  port  is  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining fresh  water ;  even  that  for  the  use  of 
the  inhabitants  is  brought  a  league  in  kegs  and 
skins.     Water  for  domestic  purposes  forms  a 
considerable  item  in  the  expenses  of  a  house- 
hold. 

The  bay  is  surrounded  by  high  ranges  of 
mountains,  which  increase  in  height  as  they 
recede  from  the  coast,  till  the  view  is  closed  by 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  main  Cordillera,  which 
appear  through  the  valleys  and  quebradas  run- 
ning to  the  sea.  At  present  they  are  naked 
and  inhospitable  to  appearance,  but  in  rainy 
years  they  are  clothed  in  verdure.  In  the  vici- 
nity there  is  a  great  quantity  of  shell  form- 
ation ;  and  I  am  told  by  an  intelligent  friend, 
that  the  hills  are  covered  with  shells,  many  of 
which  are  not  found  in  the  bays  of  the  coast. 
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Don  Pedro  Valdivia  founded  this  place  in 
1544,  thinking  that  it  might  be  a  good  retreat 
in  the  passage  from  Chile  to  Peru,  and  called 
it  after  his  native  place.  La  Serena — The  Se- 

Formerly  this  port  was  a  common  resort  for 
whale  sliips,  but  they  have  lately  abandoned  it, 
in  consequence  of  being  too  closely  watched  by 
the  revenue  officers,  and  from  being  forbid  to 
bcnl  out  their  oil  in  the  bay,  and  cast  the  carcass 
of  the  fish  upon  the  shore,  as  they  were  in  the 
baUt  of  doing.  It  requires  no  stretch  of  ima- 
gination to  fancy  the  offensiveness  of  the  air 
in  the  vicinity  of  such  huge  masses  of  animal 
matter  in  a  state  of  putrefaction.  But  they 
did  not  remain  long;  buzzards,  condors,  and 
odier  canion  birds  soon  stripped  the  bones  and 
kit  them  to  bleach  upon  the  shore ;  and  from 
the  great  number  of  them  strewed  along  the 
road,  and  employed  in  the  structure  of  small 
bridges,  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the  many 
whales  which  have  been  killed  here.  Besides 
the  whales,  which  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon 
to  see,  the  bay  affords  a  variety  of  fine  fish, 
clams,  and  scallops,  which  last  are  not  found  at 
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Valparaiso,  only  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
to  the  south. 

Immediately  after  our  arrival,  as  is  customary, 
the  captain  of  the  port  paid  his  visit ;  and  de- 
clined the  compliment  of  a  salute,  on  the  score 
that  the  guns  of  the  forts  had  been  thrown 
down  in  the  revolution  of  18299  and  had  not 
been  restored.  "  In  fact,"  said  he,  "  we  are 
now  without  defence ;  the  smallest  force  would 
take  the  place;  there  is  not  even  a  bayonet, 
much  less  a  soldier,  in  the  garrison.^ 

Some  years  since,  the  commander  of  one  of 
our  ships  of  war  offered  to  salute  the  town,  on 
the  usual  condition  that  it  should  be  returned 
gun  for  gun.  The  authorities  replied,  they 
would  be  extremely  happy  to  do  so,  but  were 
entirely  .without  powder.  The  commander  sent 
on  shore  a  present  of  a  barrel  *of  cartridges. 
The  ship  saluted.  The  fort  commenced  firing, 
and  continued  till  sunset ;  then  a  message  was 
sent  on  board  to  say,  '^  as  it  was  late,  they  would 
fire  the  remainder  in  the  morning !" 

Several  of  the  *'  balsas"  of  the  bay  came  round 
us  soon  after  anchoring.  A  *^  balsa"  consists  of 
two  seal-skins  (or  the  skins  of  any  other  large 
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animals)  sewed  up  into  bags,  inflated  with  aii^ 
and  lashed  side  by  side  at  one  end,  while  at  the 
other  they  expand  like  a  pair  of  compasses. 
At  the  small  end  or  prow  of  this  primitive 
vessel  sits  a  man  astride,  with  his  legs  in  the 
water,  who  propels  the  balsa  by  means  of  a 
double  paddle,  fonned  at  each  extremity  like  an 
oar  blade,  which  he  industriously  plies,  first  on 
one  side  and  then  on  the  other.  It  would  be 
no  very  monstrous  conceit  to  compare  him  to 
some  mythological  being  riding  an  inhabitant 
of  the  deep. 

A  near  approach,  however,  would  at  once 
undeceive  you  as  to  any  pretensions  the  rider 
might  have  in  your  imagination  to  godship, 
and  particularly  if  you  should  require  his  ser- 
vices in  the  line  of  his  business.  He  carries 
messages,  catches  fish,  and  smuggles  silver  and 
gold,  which  he  secures  in  a  leather  bag  under 
his  seat,  and  conveys  them  very  safely  on  board, 
free  of  export  duty.  This  class  of  amphibia 
on  the  whole  coast  is  famed  for  its  honesty ;  no 
instance  of  fraud  being  on  record,  except  where 
custom-house  ofiicers  are  concerned,  though 
millions  in  gold  and  silver  have  been  intrusted 
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to  their  conveyance.  Their  mutual  quarrels 
sometimes  give  rise  to  amusing  scenes.  It  is 
always  an  object  when  they  meet  to  cut  holes 
in  each  other's  ^^  balsas ;''  when  successful,  which 
they  often  are  after  much  manoeuvring  on  both 
sides,  the  air  escapes,  and  the  discomfited  wight, 
left  with  only  a  flaccid  hide  for  his  support,  is 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  swimming  for  his 
life.  Not  unfrequently  the  contest  ends  in  the 
loss  of  both  vessels ;  but  the  anger  of  the  parties 
is  completely  washed  away,  by  a  cold  bath  and 
protracted  swim,  by  the  time  they  reach  the 
shore. 

The  port,  as  it  is  called  to  distinguish  it  from 
the  city,  is  an  assemblage  of  about  a  dozen 
ranchos,  (small  huts,)  as  many  **  ramadas,"  the 
custom-house,  and  a  two-story  building,  erected 
by  one  of  those  enthusiastic,  ill-directed,  and 
long  since  bankrupt  mining  associations  formed 
in  England,  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  cap- 
tain of  the  port.  A  "  ramada"  is  a  bivouac  (fre- 
quently for  life)  made  by  throwing  together 
branches  of  trees  and  bushes ;  families  not  un- 
frequently pass  their  whole  lives  without  any 
other  protection  from   the   noonday   sun,  the 
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night  dews^  and  winter  rains,  than  is  incomplete- 
ly afforded  by  a  **  ramada"  and  a  scanty  apparel. 
A  convenient  place  for  landing  and  embarking 
is  formed  in  front  of  the  **  Company*s  house" 
by  a  pier  of  stones  put  together  without  any 
kind  of  cement.  The  custom-house  is  a  long 
low  rancho^  which  stands  between  the  town 
and  pier. 

Not  a  single  English  merchant- vessel  has  vi- 
sited the  bay  for  the  last  two  years ;  American 
ships  only  come  for  copper,  which  is  carried  as 
a  remittance  to  the  United  States  or  to  China. 
When  they  cannot  obtain  sufBcient  at  Valparai- 
so, they  take  in  hides,  and  touch  at  Coquimbo, 
and  fill  up  with  copper.  It  frequently  happens 
that  even  here  the  demand  of  China-bound  ves- 
sels cannot  be  supplied ;  in  which  case,  to  com- 
plete their  cargoes,  they  go  to  Huasco  and  Co- 
piapo,  two  copper  ports  to  leeward.  Some  ships 
carry  away  from  six  to  eight  thousand  quintals,* 
which  are  bought  at  from  thirteen  to  seventeen 
dollars  each.  The  export  duty  is  one  dollar  per 
quintal,  and  some  municipal  charges,  amounting 

*  A  Spanish  quintal  is  one  hundred  pounds  avoirdupois. 
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to  seventeen  or  eighteen  cents.  From  seventy 
to  eighty  thousand  quintals  are  annually  ship- 
ped from  this  port. 

Besides  copper,  from  seventy  to  eighty  thou- 
sand marks*  of  silver,  in  the  form  called  '*  plata 
pina,"  (worth  at  the  present  price  from  490,000 
to  560,000  dollars,)are  annually  carried  toEurope 
in  British  men-of-war,  one  of  which  sails  every 
four  months  for  Rio  Janeiro  and  England.  The 
amount  in  gold  cannot  be  estimated,  because  it 
is  all  smuggled.  Silver  is  taxed  with  a  duty  of 
four  reals  the  mark. 

The  road  from  the  port  to  the  dty  runs  al<»ig 
the  beach  for  two  or  three  miles,  then  striking 
to  the  right  over  some  sand-hills,  passes  among 
cultivated  fields  and  vegetable  gardens,  which 
are  irrigated  by  ac^quias  from  a  mountain 
stream,  dignified  by  the  name  of  Coquimbo 
river,  laving  the  northern  side  of  the  town.  This 
part  of  the  road  is  called  La  Fampa;  whereva* 
a  water-course  traverses  it,  a  foot  bridge  (used 
by  man  and  beast)  is  formed  by  laying  two  ribs 
of  a  whale  side  by  side ! 

*  A  mark  is  eight  ounces  avoirdupois. 
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Just  before  turning  off  from  the  beach,  we 
came  to  the  recent  carcass  of  a  mule,  upon 
which  seven  large  black-winged,  ruffle^throated 
condors  and  a  crowd  of  buzzards  were  feast- 
ing. They  allowed  us  to  approach  so  near, 
that,  had  we  been  provided  with  arms,  we  might 
have  shot  them  as  they  arose  slowly  on  the 
wing.  These  mammoths  of  the  air  frequently 
destroy  small  animals.  They  sometimes  form  a 
drde  around  a  sheep  or  goat,  and,  spreading 
out  their  wings,  approach  till  they  strike  their 
prey.  The  first  stroke  of  the  beak  is  aimed  at 
the  eyes;  if  the  animal  cry,  they  seize  the 
tongue  with  their  talons,  and  then,  falling  upon 
him,  devour  the  body,  even  to  the  bones.  In 
the  country  they  are  caught  in  the  following 
manner : — ^A  pen  is  formed  of  high  palisadoes 
driven  into  the  ground,  and  a  fresh  carcass  put 
into  the  centre.  It  is  left  alone.  In  a  short 
time  the  condors,  who  scent  their  food  for  miles, 
descend  into  it ;  and,  while  feasting,  the  peones, 
armed  with  dubs,  and  the  body  and  limbs  well 
protected  with  hide,  enter  the  enclosure,  and 
commence  the  work  of  destruction.  This  bird 
cannot  rise  without   running  thirty  or  forty 
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yards^  which  the  limits  of  the  pen  will  not  al- 
low, and  they  are  clubbed  to  death,  not  how- 
ever without  making  resistance,  and  occasion- 
ally inflicting  very  severe  wounds  upon  their 
pursuers. 

The  entrance  to  Coquimbo,  or  La  Serbia,  as 
it  is  known  and  spoken  of  in  all  public  docu- 
ments, is  through  an  *^  adobe"  gate,  which  in- 
dicates that  it  was  once  surrounded  by  a  walL 
The  appearance  is  unpromising.  The  streets, 
which  intersect  each  other  at  right  angles,  are 
of  moderate  width,  and  far  from  being  dean. 
On  one  comer  of  the  plaza  is  the  government 
house,  occupied  by  the  Intendente  of  the  pro- 
vince. There  is  a  public  hospital  lately  esta- 
blished ;  and  six  or  seven  churches,  all  with  cu- 
polas or  belfries.  The  dwellings  are  in  the  same 
style  as  those  of  Santiago,  presenting  a  white 
front  wall,  with  a  large  gate  studded  with 
brass  or  copper  bolt  heads.  Very  few  houses 
are  of  two  stories ;  some  of  them  have  observa- 
tories on  the  top.  A  small  flower-garden  is  at- 
tached to  each,  and  from  this  cause  the  city 
occupies  more  ground  than  many  places  of  three 
times  its  population,  which  does  not  exceed  ten 
thousand. 
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Several  of  the  fruits  which  grow  here  are 
much  esteemed.  The  Luciima  is  considered  a 
great  delicacy  both  at  Valparaiso  and  Santiago  ; 
scarcely  a  vessel  leaves  this  port  without  bearing 
presents  of  this  fruit  to  both  of  those  cities. 
The  next  best  in  the  opinion  of  Chilians  is  the 
Cherimoya.  It  does  not  attain  the  same  per- 
fection as  in  Lima;  in  fact,  its  flavour  is  entirely 
different.  The  oranges  are  not  so  good  as  those 
of  Valparaiso.  Lemons  and  citrons  flourish. 
The  apples  are  tasteless.  The  gardens  are  filled 
with  a  variety  of  flowers,  which  are  nursed  and 
^rished  by  the  ladies.  Bulbs  enjoy  a  large 
share  of  attention ;  among  them  is  the  beautiful 
Ananuca,  which  is  indigenous. 

On  the  northern  side  of  the  town  is  a  high 
\xSSlj  and  upon  it  is  erected  a  large  wooden 
cross.  From  this  spot  one  may  enjoy  a  fine 
view  of  the  city  and  its  vicinity.  La  Serena 
stands  a  little  off  from  the  beach,  and  about 
nine  miles  from  the  port,  surrounded  by  hills 
that  separate  it  from  an  extensive  plain,  through 
which  Coquimbo  river  wanders,  giving  fertility 
wherever,it  approaches.  This  vega  extends  to 
the  very  base  of  the  Andes,  and  is  roamed  over 
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by  numerous  herds  of  grazing  cattle.  The  town 
is  dotted  with  green  gardens,  and  surrounded 
by  cultivated  chacras  (small  farms),  and  white 
dwellings,  peeping  from  amidst  green  foliage. 
Three  whole  years  have  rolled  away  without  a 
fertilizing  shower.  The  province  is  parched, 
and  on  every  hand  the  rich  landholder  and  poor 
muleteer  meet  you  with  a  tale  of  distress.  The 
produce  of  the  earth  is  withheld,  and  the  pas- 
tures are  burned.  The  flocks  and  herds  are 
perishing  everywhere  throughout  the  province, 
and  their  owners  are  forced  to  see  them  die 
without  being  able  to  prevent  their  fate.  The 
miner  in  vain  brings  to  the  surface  the  rich  ores 
from  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  There  is  no  wa- 
ter to  assist  him  in  the  extraction  of  the  metal ; 
and  where  there  is,  the  fuel  necessary  to  melt  it 
into  bars  is  scarce:  it  is  with  difficulty  that 
mules  can  be  procured  to  transport  the  fruit  of 
his  toil  from  the  mines  to  the  coast.  Unless 
the  skies  relent  in  showers.  La  Serena,  and  its 
gardens,  and  its  chdcras,  must  soon  be  blight- 
ed, and  bare  as  the  surrounding  mountains ! 

La  Serena  is  always  hushed ;  the  most  death- 
like stillness  everywhere  prevails,  and  it  is  sel- 
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dom  broken,  except  by  the  bell  of  the  leading 
mule  of  the  troops  that  occasionally  file  through 
the  streets,  to  deposit  their  loads  of  copper 
from  the  mines.  Each  of  these  laborious  ani- 
mals brings  into  town  from  four  to  six  quintals, 
a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  leagues.  We  saw  one 
troop  deposit  a  thousand  quintals.  The  peones 
who  accompanied  the  mides  were  remarkably 
muscular  and  well-proportioned,  and  handled 
two  hundred  pounds  of  copper  without  apparent 
exertion.  In  addition  to  the  dress  worn  by  the 
same  class  at  Valparaiso,  these  men  had  red  caps, 
cut  into  a  long  point,  hanging  rakishly  in  front, 
and  pieces  of  sheep-skin  over  the  chest,  right 
arm,  and  shoulder,  and  the  sitting  part  of  their 
ample  I^reeches  was  defended  by  a  broad  disk  of 
leather. 

At  present  there  is  no  society  among  the  na^ 
tivesB ;  even  the  natural  vivacity  and  buoyancy 
of  youth  seem  oppressed  by  the  stillness  and 
quiet  of  the  dty.  There  are  no  tertiilias,  no 
reuni6ne8,  no  amusement,  no  hotels.  The  la- 
dies occupy  their  time  in  domestic  affairs,  and 
in  the  cultivation  of  flowers.  Reading  is  not 
among  their  pleasures.     They  possess  but  little 
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beauty;  those  whom  I  saw  have  dark  rough 
skins ;  but  they  bear  evidence,  in  many  parti- 
culars, of  the  healthiness  of  the  climate. 

The  males,  when  free  from  their  avocations, 
spend  what  time  they  have  left  from  the  si6sta, 
in  playing  cards,  billiards,  or  dice.  Smoking 
is  universal,  but  is  entirely  confined  to  "  hojas." 
The  province  of  Coquimbo  abounds  in  mines 
of  copper,  silver,  gold,  and  iron,  which  last  is 
not  worked  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  fuel. 
There  is  no  coal  in  the  province.  The  wood 
used  is  that  of  the  ^'espinos"  (thorns),  and  a 
species  of  acacia,  called  algaroviUa,  which  is 
considered  to  be  the  best.  It  bears  a  fruit,  the 
infusion  of  which  is  said  to  possess^  the  rare  vir- 
tue of  restoring  lost  paternity  and  maternity — 
a  frequent  source  of  complaint  in  many  parts  of 
Chile. 

Cabinet  specimens  of  minerals  are  obtained 
with  difficulty.  Miners  seldom  make  collec- 
tions, and  it  is  only  through  their  orders  that 
they  can  be  procured,  because  none  but  pro- 
prietors are  allowed  to  sell  the  ores,  in  order  to 
guard  against  peculation  by  the  labourers.  Silver 
specimens  are  worth  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars 
the  pound,  and  gold  in  proportion. 
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Not  long  since  a  very  rich  silver  mine  was 
discovered  near  Copfapo,  from  which  "papas" 
of  native  silver  are  sold  at  a  price  very  little 
below  that  of  the  native  metal.  A  single  speci- 
men was  pmt^hased  the  other  day  in  La  Serena 
at  207  dollars ! 

I  am  told  that  the  dross  and  slag  formed  when 
the  copper  is  cast  into  pigs,  contain  sufficient 
metal  to  yield  a  profit  by  smelting  it  a  second 
time. 

Nothing  is  imported  direct  from  abroad  to 
Coquirabo ;  but  to  supply  the  demand  for  goods 
used  in  the  province,  among  which  are  large 
quantities  of  American  domestics,  the  shop- 
keepers resort  once  or  twice  a  year  to  Santiago 
or  Valparaiso.  The  distance  from  the  former 
city  is  traveDed  by  the  mail  in  from  seven  to 
eight  days,  but  laden  mules  seldom  get  through 
the  journey  in  less  than  twenty. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Baj  (^Mexillones.  —  Cobija. — Soil.  — -  Landings— Balsa.  — « 
Town. — Old  trees. —  Scarcity  of  water.— Commerce.— 
Visit  to  the  Copper  Mines. — Catica. 

We  sailed  on  the  5th  of  September  from  Co- 
quimbo,  with  a  northerly  breeze,  which  lasted 
about  twenty-four  hours,  when  the  usual  trade 
commenced;  but  it  was  so  light  that  we  did 
not  reach  the  bay  of  Mexillones  till  late  in  the 
evening  of  the  9th.  This  is  a  beautiful,  exten- 
sive, and  deep  bay ;  the  anchorage  is  dose  in  to 
the  shore,  and  so  smooth  that  it  offers  some  ad- 
vantages to  ships  of  war  to  careen  and  paint,  as 
their  crews  may  be  put  on  shore  without  any 
danger  from  desertion.    The  nearest  town  or 
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habitation  is  the  port  of  Cobija,  more  than  half 
a  degree  to  the  north.  The  bay  opens  to  the 
northward,  and  is  surround^  by  high  land,  as 
barren  as  can  well  be  imagined.  There  is  not 
a  blade  of  grass,  nor  even  a  cactus,  to  be  seen 
on  it ;  nor  is  there  a  drop  of  fresh  water  to  be 
found  within  many  leagues. 

The  bay  has  been  frequently  examined,  with 
a  view  of  making  it  the  port  of  Bolivia ;  but  the 
idea  has  been  as  frequently  abandoned,  from 
the  want  of  water.  There  is  a  small  stream 
about  twenty  leagues  from  it,  which,  it  is  said, 
might  be  brought  here.  At  present,  the  only 
inhabitants  are  the  varieties  of  sea-birds,  peli- 
cans, gulls,  cormorants,  and  condors ;  and  the 
only  regular  visiters  are  whales.  Occasiondly 
a  vessel  anchors  here,  in  order  to  avoid  running 
past  Cobija  in  the  night,  when  they  gain  this 
latitude  (23'' south)  too  late  to  reach  the  port 
on  the  same  day.     This  was  our  own  case. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  it  was  calm ;  and 
though  we  fanned  out  of  Mexillones,  we  lay 
off  Cobija  all  night,  and  did  not  anchor  till  near 
three  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th.  The 
port  of  Cobija  is  difficult  to  be  found  by  stran- 
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gers.  About  five  miles  to  the  southward  are 
two  low  white  rocks,  which  are  the  only  land- 
marks at  this  season  of  the  year,  when  the  pro- 
file of  the  mountains  of  the  coast  is  almost 
constantly  shrouded  in  fogs  or  clouds.  So 
soon  as  a  vessel  is  descried  from  the  fort,  a 
white  flag  is  hoisted  on  the  point  as  a  mark, 
which  may  be  seen  ten  or  twelve  miles  at  sea. 

The  roadstead  of  Cobija  is  formed  by  a  short 
low  point  of  rough  jagged  rocks,  on  which 
stand  the  flag-staff  and  a  fortress  mounting  six 
long  guns.  The  anchorage,  though  secure,  and 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  shore,  is  not  good : 
vessels,  in  *'  heaving  up,"  frequently  part  their 
cables  or  break  their  anchors.  About  six  miles 
to  the  northward  is  another  rocky  point,  behind 
which  vessels  that  load  with  copper  ore  from 
the  neighbouring  mine  lie,  though  not  very 
comfortably.    This  spot  is  called  Catica. 

Near  the  first  point  is  the  town,  built  upon 
the  falda,  or  lap  of  the  hills,  or,  we  would  say^ 
mountains,  which  rise  abruptly  to  a  height  of 
between  three  and  four  thousand  feet,  barren, 
cheerless,  and  naked,  except  in  the  region  of 
the  ck>uds,  where  a  few  blades  of  grass  have 
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struggled  through  the  soil,  nourished  by  the 
dews  of  winter.  The  trees  of  cactus  grow 
Jarger  than  any  I  have  before  seen.  Even  these 
patches  of  green  fade  and  are  burnt  up  in  the 
summer  under  a  tropical  sun.  The  colour  of 
the  mountains  is  variegated  in  spots  of  reddish, 
greenish,  and  whitish  earth,  with  striae  running 
down  the  sides,  looking  like  the  beds  of  little 
cascades,  or  streams  formed  by  heavy  rains. 
The  captain  of  the  port  informs  me,  however, 
that  showers  are  unknown,  and  the  only  rain 
is  a  heavy  mist,  like  the  **  Uovisna,"*  or  drizzle 
of  Lima;  and  even  this  is  absent  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year. 

The  lap  of  the  hills,  which  extends  from 
their  base  to  the  sea,  not  exceeding  half  a  mile 
in  breadth,  appears  to  be  formed  by  the  accu- 
mulation of  earth  and  stones  washed  and  rolled 
down  in  the  course  of  time ;  and  a  walk  on 
shore  corroborated  this  opinion.  Along  the 
street  we  saw  several  shelving  strata,  formed  of 
large  pebbles  of  a  greenish  colour,  bedded  in  a 
cement  of  dry  earth,  resembling  a  mammoth 
puddingstone  formation.  The  rocks  about  the 
place  are  hard,  dark  green-stone,   and  every- 
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where  bear  marks  of  having  been  worn  smooth 
on  their  angles  by  the  sea.  In  fact,  towards 
Catica,  there  is  a  kind  of  natural  wall,  some 
two  hundred  feet  high,  that  has  evidently  been 
under  water  at  some  remote  period.  Fancy  a 
stiff  mud  or  ooze  worked  up  with  shells  and 
pebbles  of  every  size,  and  then  left  to  dry,  and 
you  will  get  an  idea  of  this  bank  or  wall.  An- 
other curious  formation  in  the  neighbourhood 
is  of  very  small  shells,  which,  when  carelessly 
examined,  presents  a  texture  similar  to  a  coarse 
flag-stone,  but  a  nearer  inspection  shows  you 
the  minute  shdls,  some  of  which  are  suffi- 
ciently perfect  to  be  very  readily  classed.  The 
metallurgist  at  Catica  stated  that  this  forma- 
tion was  a  phosphate  of  lime,  and  that  square 
slabs  of  it  were  used  for  the  flooring  of  their 
furnaces,  and  also  ground  fine,  and  mixed  with 
mud  or  clay  to  form  fire-bricks. 

The  landing  is  effected  by  pulling  through 
a  belt  of  kelp  which  lines  the  shore  of  the 
bay,  and  through  a  narrow  channel  between 
some  low  black  rocks,  into  a  smooth  little 
basin,  where  the  boat  is  drawn  up  on  the  sand 
beach.     On  stepping  ashore,  our  attention  was 
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drawn  to  a  fisherman,  who  was  filling  his  balsa 
with  air.  He  was  a  short,  square-built  Indian, 
pretty  well  advanced  in  life,  with  long  locks  of 
black  and  grey  hah-  hanging  straight  from 
under  a  low-crowned  narrow-rimmed  straw 
hat,  rather  worse  for  wear.  He  wore  a  sbort 
jacket,  and  still  shorter  trousers,  of  old  blue 
cloth,  and  the  party-coloured  remains  of  a 
poncho  girded  his  loins.  A  dark  copper-co- 
loured skin  covered  his  face  and  neck;  and 
though  far  from  being  embonpoint,  as  Bolivians 
generally  are,  he  might  be  called  muscular. 
His  nose  was  flattened  and  pinched  in^  just  as 
it  joined  the  os-frontis,  but  it  did  not  present 
the  African  flatness ;  and  the  angle  of  his  face 
was  that  common  to  the  Caucasian  or  Eu- 
ropean race.  His  eyes  were  small,  black,  and 
widely  separated  from  each  other ;  and,  though 
he  did  not  squint,  their  axes  seemed  to  incline 
very  much  towards  each  other.  Add  high 
cheekbones,  and  a  regular  turn  to  the  figure, 
and  you  may  form  some  idea  of  a  Bolivian ;  at 
least,  such  is  the  general  appearance  of  those 
I  have  met.  There  is,  however,  nothing 
fierce  about   them,   but,   on    the  contrary,  a 
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pleasant,  good-humoured^  convivial  expression 

which  speaks  in  their  favour. 
This  worthy  fisherman  was  resting  on  one 

knee  beside  his  half-flaccid  balsa,  with  a  small 
tube  of  intestine,  which  is  attached  to  its  end, 
in  his  mouth,  blowing  and  puffing,  and  occa- 
sionally tapping  the  vessel  to  ascertain  how  the 
inflation  proceeded.  At  length  he  finished,  and 
twisted  the  tube  round  the  nozzle  which  at- 
tached it  to  the  balsa.  The  balsa  used  here  is 
similar  to  that  of  Coquimbo,  but  larger,  and 
decked  over,  between  the  two  bags  of  wind, 
by  a  dry  ox4iide  or  seal-skin.  On  this  they 
carry  freight  or  passengers  perfectly  dry.  To 
prevent  the  water  from  penetrating,  the  balsa 
is  coated  over  with  a  pigment  resembling  new- 
tanned  leather  in  colour.  Another  fisherman 
drew  his  balsa  ashore,  and  threw  three  fine 
large  fish  upon  the  sand,  which  he  had  caught 
amongst  the  rocks  ofi*  the  point  with  a  harpoon. 
He  told  us  that  was  the  only  way  of  taking 
them. 

The  bay  affords  a  variety  of  excellent  fish, 
and  the  rocks  are  full  of  shell-fish,  much 
esteemed  by  the  natives,   but   not  eaten  by 
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Coffdgnen.  Amongst  them  are  a  variety  of 
fimpetft  of  a  large  siae»  as  well  as  many  smaller 
shells^  Our  stay  here,  hovreirer,  did  not  affixd 
OS  time  to  collect  any  except  a  few  dead  <mes ; 
but  I  am  indiiied  to  think  that  an  amateur 
would  be  rewarded  by  a  few  di^si*  labour  at 
this  place. 

We  walked  towards  the  goYemor^s  house, 
which  fironts  the  landing,  and,  tunung  to  the 
left,  found  oursdves  in  the  main  and  only 
street  of  ColHja.  It  is  perhaps  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  long,  but  not  dosely  built  The  houses 
are  all  one  story  high,  and  constructed  of  wood 
and  of  adobes,  in  the  simplest  style,  and  veiy 
few  of  them  have  patios.  The  plastering  is 
mixed  with  salt  wata*,  and  very  socm  blisters 
and  peels  off  from  the  effects  of  the  sun,  and 
therefore  a  constant  repair  is  necessary.  Wood, 
all  of  which  is  brought  from  Chiloe  and  Con- 
cepcion,  is  a  cheaper  material  for  building  than 
adobes,  both  on  account  of  repairs  and  the 
original  cost.  A  great  proportion  of  the  houses 
are  occupied  as  stores,  where  a  great  variety  of 
foreign  goods,  both  European  and  American, 
are  exposed  for  sale.    About  the  middle  of 
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the  street  there  are  two  ancient  palms  and  an 
old  ^ed*up  fig-tree,  (described  by  Frezier  in 
1719,)  on  the  bark  of  which  foreigners  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  cutting  their  names. 
Some  of  these  bear  date  as  early  as  1809. 
Amongst  other  names  is  that  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Vincennes,  1828,  and  P.  White,  N.  Carolma, 
I8SSL 

The  oldest  building  here  is  a  church,  said  to 
have  be^i  erected  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago.  It  is  built  of  adobes,  of  a  small  size,  and 
the  cement  is  said  to  have  been  made  of  the 
shdl  fonnation  mentioned  abov^,  and  is  now 
harder  than  stone.  This  temple  is  very  small, 
and  mean  in  appearance ;  and  opens  to  the  sea 
by  liie  <Hily  door  in  the  building,  which  is 
douUe,  and  secured  by  a  common  padlock ;  in 
fact}  unless  attention  were  called  to  it,  it  would 
be  0verkx>ked  as  some  stable. 

Amongst  the  inconveniences  of  this  port, 
perhaps  the  greatest  is  the  scarcity  of  water, 
which  is  barely  sufficient  for  the  daily  consump- 
tion of  the  present  small  population ;  and  even 
this  is  so  brackish,  that  strangers  are  unable  to 
drink  it  without  a  pretty  free  admixture  of 
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or  ^iiiliu    GolEse  and  tea  made  from  it 
hr  finom  baBg^  wtrj  palatatile.     In  former 
however,  it  was  not  so  scarce.     The 
finom  wiuckit  is  obtained  are  in  fixmtof 
die  trees  in  tke  side  of  die  tnH,  and  secured  by 
lock  and  key,  except  a  soaall  tube  of  tbe  size  of 
a  gun  bviel,  finom  whidi  a  stream  as  large  as  a 
swan  qain  issues ;  and  this  is  carefully  stepped 
when  not  rmming  into  tbe  bottles  or  odier  ves- 
sds  of  those  who  come  for  water.    At  the  end 
of  the  street,  and  widiin  ten  yards  of  the  smf  , 
is  a  well,  said  to  contain  the  best  water  in  the 
place;  this  thegpvenior  has  appropriated  to 
his  own  ase,  and  that  of  the  garrison,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  all,  servants  induded,  fifty  persons. 
About  half  a  mile  firtxn  the  town  is  a  spring, 
which  is  used  for  washing  and  watering  the 
cattle.    A  barrel  of  sweet  water  from  Valparaiso 
or  Peru  is  esteemed  no  small  present,  and  the 
favour  is  frequently  asked  of  vessels  arriving  in 
the  port    There  is  now  an  American  ship  at 
Catfca  loading  with  copper  ore:   the  captain, 
fearing  that  he  should  be  short  of  water  for  his 
voyage,  went  in  his  boat  twelve  miles  to  lee- 
ward, and  was  absent  two  days,  and  obtained 
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only  two  barrels  of  water,  which  he  declares  "  is 
so  salt  and  hard  that  it  will  not  eVen  boil  beans!'' 
The  saltness  of  the  springs  is  owing  to  the  beds 
of  nitre  and  salt  in  the  neighbourhood  through 
which  the  water '  percolates  to  the  place  of  its 
exit.  Although  there  is  a  very  complete  appa- 
ratus here  for  boring,  and  with  a  reasonable 
|HX)6pect  of  success,  it  has  never  been  tried. 

In  the  United  States,  a  tavern  and  a  black- 
smith's shop  will  always  form  the  nucleus  for 
a  village.  In  South  America,  a  church  and  a 
Ulliard-table  answer  the  same  purpose,  and 
pow  is  that  place  indeed  where,  during  some 
part  of  the  day,  the  balls  are  not  heard  rolling 
about.  Here  there  is  a  tolerable  table,  but  very 
badly  supplied  with  cues ;  and  as  in  all  Spanish 
towns»  the  pin-game  is  the  only  one  played  by 
the  natives.  This  game  is  played  with  three 
balls.  Five  pins  of  hard  wood,  called  ^^  palillos," 
eadi  five  inches  long,  and  a  half  inch  in  dia- 
meter, are  set  up  in  the  centre  of  the  table,  with 
sufficient  space  between  them  to  allow  a  ball  to 
pass  easily  through.  If  the  centre  pin  be 
knocked  down  without  disturbing  either  of  the 
others,  placed  on  the  comers  of  a  square,  it 
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counts  five,  provided  the  player's  ball  first 
strike  the  spot  ball  or  that  of  his  antagonist ;  if 
not,  he  loses  as  much.  The  fall  of  either  of 
the  other  pins,  or  all  of  them  together,  counts 
two  each. 

There  is  a  tavern  here,  where  all  the  foreign 
residents  eat,  finding  it  much  less  trouble,  and 
more  economical,  than  maintaining  a  private 
table.  Though  rather  scanty  in  furniture  even 
for  the  table,  a  very  good  fare  is  served  up  in 
the  Spanish  style.  Some  idea  of  the  trouble  of 
housekeeping  may  be  had  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  fact,  that  everything  except  butcher's 
meat  is  brought  from  Chile  and  Peru.  Every 
vessel,  particularly  the  coasters,  from  both 
those  countries,  brings  large  quantities  of  vege- 
tables and  live  stock  for  this  market,  and  a 
part  of  that  is  sent  ofi^  to  the  interior.  Meat 
and  fodder  for  the  cattle  used  in  the  mining 
and  commercial  operations  are  brought  from 
Calama,  a  town  forty  leagues  to  the  eastward  of 
the  coast ;  and  between  it  and  the  coast,  I  am 
told,  there  is  not  a  habitation,  a  tree,  nor  a 
blade  of  grass,  nor  a  spring  of  wholesome 
water  1 
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The  latitude  of  Cobija  is  22*  SC  south.  It 
is  the  only  port  of  the  republic  of  Bolivia ;  whose 
limited  coast,  extending  from  21**  30'  south 
to  2jr  south,  does  not  afford  any  site  so  con- 
venient as  this.  It  is  placed  in  the  desert  of 
Atacama,  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  from 
Chuquisaca,  the  present  capital ;  three  hundred 
frpm  La  Paz,  the  former  capital,  and  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  from  the  far-famed  Potosi ;  and 
not  less  than  seventy  leagues  from  any  well- 
cultivated  lands.  It  was  declared  to  be  the 
port  of  Bolivia  in  1827;  but  from  the  scarcity 
of  water  and  provisions,  and  from  the  in- 
terruption which  the  trade  received  from  the 
war  with  Peru,  very  few  vessels  entered  it 
before  1829*  since  which  time  the  place  has  in- 
creased to  a  population  of  between  six  and 
seven  hundred  persons,  including  the  miners  in 
the  immediate  vicinity ;  and  from  the  number 
of  new  buildings  going  up,  we  should  draw 
very  favourable  conclusions  relative  to  its  pros- 
perity. Though  so  recently  declared  the  port 
of  entry  for  Bolivia,  Cobija  was  resorted  to  as 
early  as  1700  by  French  merchant-vessels, 
when  a  very  rich  commerce  was  driven  between 
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it  and  the  mining  district  of  Potosi.  At  that 
period  water  was  in  greater  abundance  and  of  a 
better  quality  than  at  present.  Previous  to 
1827>  the  republic  received  all  its  supplies  of 
foreign  goods  through  the  port  of  Arica,  in 
Peru,  by  way  of  the  interior  town  Tacna. 

A  half-million  of  dollars^  in  foreign  produc- 
tions, is  estimated  to  pass  through  this  place 
annually  for  the  intaior.  Packages  are  almost 
all  unpacked,  and  again  put  up  in  smaller  parcds, 
and  of  a  certain  weight,  to  accommodate  them 
to  the  means  of  transportation,  which  is  entirely 
by  mules  and  jackasses.  They  are  generally 
carried  on  jackasses  as  far  as  Calama,  and  from 
thence  on  mules  to  the  different  points  of  desti- 
nation. 

The  imports  consist  of  European  dry  goods, 
cottons,  silks,  quicksilver,  tobacco,  teas,  wines, 
American  domestics,  flour,  &c.  These  are 
frequently  purchased  on  board  at  Valparaiso, 
deliverable  at  this  port.  The  duties  are  low 
now  on  everything,  and  the  question  of  mak- 
ing it  an  entirely  free  port  is  agitated  in  the 
present  congress.  All  kinds  of  provisions, 
except  luxuries,  as  wine,  &c.  are  admitted  free. 
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Manufactured  goods,  as  furniture,  and  Ameri- 
can cottons,  pay  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  ten  per 
cent.,  which  is  the  highest  levied ;  silks  and 
similar  goods  pay  five. 

The  exports  are  confined  to  coined  gold  and 
silver,  which  pay  a  duty  of  two  per  cent.,  (in 
bullion  they  are  prohibited,)  and  copper  and 
copper  ores.  The  following  table,  the  infor- 
mation for  which  was  obtained  from  the  cap- 
tain of  the  port,  exhibits  a  view  of  the  num* 
her  of  vessels  which  have  visited  this  port 
from  the  1st  of  November  1881  to  Septem- 
ber 14,  1&82,  being  ten  and  a  half  months. 


Nation. 

Ships. 

Brigs. 

Schooners. 

Peru, 

— 

4 

13 

United  States, 

7 

3 

8 

Chile, 

— 

2 

0 

13 

England, 

3 

3 

— 

France, 

6 

3 

— 

Holland, 

— 

1 

— 

Mexico, 

— 

— 

1 

Colombia, 

— 

1 

— 

Buenos  Ayres, 

— 

— 

1 

RoBsia, 

1 

— 

Sardinia, 

— 

1 

— 

Hamburg, 

— 

2 

•2 

From  the  9th   of  March   1831,  to   the   1 4th 

X  2 
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September  1832,  being  seventeen  months,  ten 
ships,  ten  brigs,  and  three  schooner,  under 
American  colours,  -  have  visited  this  port,  and 
some  of  them  several  times. 

During  our  stay  here,  a  day  was  devoted  to 
a  visit  to  the  mines.  Having  prepared  a  basket 
with  some  cold  meats,  wine,  water,  &c,,  we  left 
the  ship  in  the  gig,  and  pulled  to  Catica,  which 
is  about  two  leagues  from  the  anchorage.  At 
this  place  the  landing  is  bad,  and  generally 
efiected  through  the  surf  on  balsas.  The  cap- 
tain of  the  American  ship  before  mentioned, 
loading  copper  ore  for  Swansea,"  Wales,  joined 
our  party.  We  examined  the  beUows-fumace 
here,  and  a  heap  of  ore,  which  they  were 
weighing  and  embarking.  It  consisted  of  a 
brown  oxide,  with  a  hard  clear  fracture ;  and  a 
red  oxide,  a  sulphuret,  and  some  green  carbon- 
ate.*    Smelting  is  not  carried  on  to  any  great 

*  The  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  business  permitted  as  to 
select  some  specimens,  and  presented  us  with  others  which 
had  been  laid  aside.  We  obtained  some  fine  crystals  of  the 
oxides,  and  a  half-dozen  pieces  containing  very  minute  por- 
tions of  native  gold.  These  ores  are  supposed  to  yield  about 
25  per  cent,  of  copper,  and  to  contain  gold  enough  to  pay  the 
expense  of  reducing  it. 
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extent,  from  the  scarcity  of  fuel.  There  is  no 
mineral  coal  in  the  country,  and  the  charcoal  is 
brought  fronn  Chile  and  Peru.  For  the  pur- 
poses  of  cooking,  the  wood  of  the  cactus  is 
used.  It  is  very  light,  and  affords  but  little 
beat. 

We  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  upon 
which  the  mines  are  situated,  distant  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  Catica.  The  road  is  quite  rough, 
and  crosses  a  gap  or  mouth  of  a  valley,  through 
which  passes  the  road  to  Calama  and  Potosi. 
When  arrived  at  a  shed,  which  is  built  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  we  found  we  had  ascended 
poiiaps  three  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  and  had  a  view  of  the  highway  till 
it  winds  out  of  sight  amongst  the  hills.  From 
the  nature  of  the  soil,  from  the  great  quantity 
of  pebUes  strewed  over  it,  and  other  features 
of  this  road,  we  came  generally  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  had  once  been  the  bed  of  a  river, 
or  a  mighty  mountain  torrent. 
.  After  a  short  rest,  we  began  to  mount  the  side 
of  the  hill  by  a  zigzag  pathway,  which  ascends 
at  an  angle  from  the  base  of  at  least  thirty-six 
d^rees.       From   the  starting-place  we  could 
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juft  pen»¥e»  a  thousand  feet  above  us,  and  not 
half-way  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  a  small  white 
tent,  amidst  some  large  trees  of  cactus,  which 
was  the  goal  of  our  labours.  Many  paths  are 
fcHined  by  the  miners  and  mules  on  every  part 
of  the  hill,  and  scnne  of  them  are  much  more 
steep  than  others;  that  which  we  followed 
is  perhaps  the  least  difficult  of  ascent  We 
were  f«oed  to  stop  for  breath  y&j  frequently 
on  our  way  up,  and  at  such  times  we  observed 
the  mouths  or  entrances  of  several  mines  which 
had  been  opened,  but  not  now  worked*  Some 
of  them  are  not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  deep.  After  oHisiderable  toil  we  reached 
the  tent.  A  half-dozen  little  hovels,  just  large 
enough  for  two  or  three  persons  to  crawl  into, 
were  built  about  it,  with  loose  stones  and  bran- 
ches of  the  cactus.  Amongst  these  were  per- 
haps twenty  women  and  children,  seated  upcHi 
stones,  surrounded  with  small  heaps  of  ore, 
which  they  were  breaking  up  and  sorting,  and 
throwing  away  the  stone  which  adhered  to  it. 
They  used  double  flat-faced  hammers,  of  about 
three  pounds  weight.  Three  or  four  ''boca 
miiuus^  or  entrances  to  mines,  opened   near 
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each  other,  and  before  them  were  piles  of  ore, 

thrown  by  those  employed  in  bringing  it  up. 

The  whole  scene  was  one  of  wretchedness.    The 

Fomen  and  children  were  coarsely  dressed  in 

woollen,  and  without  the  slightest  shelter  from 

the  hot  sun. 

We  descended  to  the  bottom  of  one  of  the 
mines.  A  miner  carried  a  small,  dirty,  smoking 
lamp,  and  led  the  way.  About  forty  feet  from 
the  aitranoe,  it  turned  to  the  left,  and  we  found 
ourselves  in  a  spot  where  the  sides  of  the  mine 
were  lined  with  thin  plates  of  quartz  crystal, 
which  dip  into  the  joints  or  cracks  between  the 
pieces  of  ore,  and  our  lamp  seemed  suddenly  to 
multiply  its  light  a  hundred  fold.  If  the  wall 
had  been  hung  with  cut-glass  drops,  it  could  not 
have  been  more  beautifully  iridescent. 

When  I  arrived  near  the  bottom,  the  guide 
suddenly  left  rae  to  return  for  some  one  of  the 
party  who  had  not  progressed  so  fast.  He 
was  absent  a  half  minute,  and  I  was  in  total 
darkness.  Close  to  me  I  heard  a  man  snoring, 
and  almost  under  my  feet  the  blows  of  a  ham- 
mer, accompanied  by  that  subdued  short-breath- 
ed sound  of  "Ha!"  at  every  blow.     To  one 
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unused  to  such  circumstances,  there  was  some- 
thing appalling  and  unpleasant  to  the  feelings. 
The  light  soon  returned,  and  another  turn 
through  a  hole  just  large  enough  to  pass, 
brought  us  to  a  miner  lying  with  his  side 
against  the  earth,  in  a  bent  position,  breaking 
out  large  pieces  of  ore  from  above  his  head 
with  an  iron  chisel  and  heavy  hammer.  It 
was  he  whom  I  heard  when  alone  in  the  dark. 
He  handed  us  a  piece  of  the  ore,  which  he  had 
just  broken  out,  for  examination,  and  broke  us 
a  neat  specimen  of  what  he  termed  the  best 
This  was  the  dark  heavy  oxide,  with  a  thin 
lamina  of  quartz  spread  over  one  side. 

The  course  of  this  mine  falls  very  little  below 
a  horizontal  line,  and  is  about  ten  feet  in 
diameter  in  some  places,  and  in  others  much 
narrower.  From  the  surface  to  the  bottom 
does  not  exceed  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  The 
gangue  of  these  mines  is  either  granite  or 
carburet  of  iron. 

After  indulging  our  curiosity,  and  selecting 
some  pieces  of  ore  to  carry  with  us,  we  entered 
one  of  tlie  little  huts,  where  the  servant  had 
deposited  the  basket  of  provisions.     Five  in  all 
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got  inside,  including  our  host,  viho  was  polite, 
and  answered  readily  the  questions  proposed  to 
him.  Exercise  had  given  us  an  appetite,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  the  contents  of  our  bas- 
ket (of  which  also  the  host  partook)  disappeared. 
The  hovel  contained  a  small  chest,  a  dirty  bed, 
and  a  small  barrel,  and  this  was  all  the  fur- 
niture. 

The  ore  is  brought  from  the  bottom  of  the 
mines  upon  men's  backs,  in  small  sacks  of  hide, 
and  the  weight  they  thus  carry  up  rough  as- 
cents, difficult  for  us  to  climb  unladen,  is  really 
surprising.  The  athletic  forms  of  these  men,  and 
their  apparent  cheerfulness,  caused  my  admira^ 
tion  as  much  as  the  severe  nature  of  their  toil. 
There  are  forty  men  at  work,  who  are  paid 
each  a  dollar  a  day ;  and,  considering  the  life 
they  lead,  and  the  high  price  of  provisions^ 
it  is  not  much.  After  being  culled,  the  ore. 
18  carried  on  mules  and  asses  to  Catica,  to  be 
smelted  or  exported.  On  taking  a  view  of  the 
whole,  I  would  not  give  a  few  fertile  acres  in 
our  happy  country  for  all  the  mines  of  this 
province. 

As  we  descended   the  hill,  we  saw  several 
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CHAPTER  ir. 

Historical  Sketch  of  Bolivia.  — Its  Productions.  —  Coca. 

On  the  5th  of  August  1 825,  Potosi,  Charcas, 
Cochabamba,  and  Santa  Cruz,  fonnerly  consti- 
tuting Upper  Peru,  declared  themselves  inde- 
pmdent  of  Ferdinand  VII.,  and  on  the  11th  of 
August,  the  Assembly  decreed  that  the  repub- 
lic should  bear  the  title  of  Bolivia.  They  date 
tlie  birthday  of  the  nation  from  the  6th  of 
August  1825,  the  day  on  which  was  gained  the 
viofonr  of  Junin. 

C^i  the  25th  of  May  1826,  a  congress  was  in- 
st^iUed  at  Chuquisaca,  and  a  committee  appoint- 
«\i  to  examine  the  constitution  proposed  by 
IkUi^nir*  They  reported  favourably;  and,  in 
i\Mtf\wrtnity  to  its  principles,  a  president  was 
cIkvs^^u  for  life.  The  choice  fell  on  General 
Suert\  who  accepted   the  office  for  only  two 
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jears,  on  the  condition  that  two  thousand 
Colombian  troops  should  be  permitted  to  re- 
main with  him.  Sucre  declined  holding  the 
presidency  for.  a  longer  period  than  two  years, 
on  the  grounds  of  having  been  educated  a 
soldier,  and,  having  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  the  field,  he  was  unfit  to  be  the 
civic  chief  of  their  government.* 

During  his  administration,  schools  were  esta- 
blished, and  plenipotentiaries  were  sent  to  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  to  obtain  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  independence  of  the  republic,  which  was 
withheld  by  that  government,  alleging  that 
Bolivia  could  not  be  free  while  General  Sucre 
and  two  thousand  Colombians  were  permitted 
to  remain  within  her  territories.  This  act  gave 
umbrage  to  the  Bolivians,  and  evoked  some 
spirited  articles  on  the  subject  from  them, 
which  appeared  in  "  El  Peruano." 

On  the  15th  of  October  1826,  Peru  acknow- 
ledged Bolivia  to  be  an  independent  state.  At 
present,  an  Agent  from  Brazil,  and  a  Charge 
d'Afiaires  and  Consul-General  from  France,  are 

♦  Memoirs  of  General  Miller,  Vol.  II. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Historical  Sketch  of  Bolivia.  —  Its  Productions.  —  Coca. 

On  the  5th  of  August  1 825,  Potosi,  Charcas, 
Cochabamba,  and  Santa  Cruz,  formerly  consti- 
tuting Upper  Peru,  declared  themselves  inde- 
pendent of  Ferdinand  VII.,  and  on  the  II th  of 
August,  the  Assembly  decreed  that  the  repub- 
lic should  bear  the  title  of  Bolivia.  They  date 
the  birthday  of  the  nation  from  the  6th  of 
August  1825,  the  day  on  which  was  gained  the 
victory  of  Junin. 

On  the  25th  of  May  1826,  a  congress  was  in- 
stalled at  Chuquisaca,  and  a  committee  appoint- 
ed to  examine  the  constitution  proposed  by 
Bolivar.  They  reported  favourably;  and,  in 
conformity  to  its  principles,  a  president  was 
chosen  for  life.  The  choice  fell  on  General 
Sucre,  who   accepted   the  office  for  only  two 
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years,  on  the  condition  that  two  thousand 
Colombian  troops  should  be  permitted  to  re- 
main with  him.  Sucre  declined  holding  the 
presidency  for.  a  longer  period  than  two  years, 
on  the  grounds  of  having  been  educated  a 
soldier,  and,  having  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  the  field,  he  was  unfit  to  be  the 
civic  chief  of  their  government.* 

During  his  administration,  schools  were  esta- 
blished, and  plenipotentiaries  were  sent  to  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  to  obtain  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  independence  of  the  republic,  which  was 
withheld  by  that  government,  alleging  that 
Bolivia  could  not  be  free  while  General  Sucre 
and  two  thousand  Colombians  were  permitted 
to  remain  within  her  territories.  This  act  gave 
umbrage  to  the  Bolivians,  and  evoked  some 
spirited  articles  on  the  subject  from  them, 
which  appeared  in  "  El  Peruano." 

On  the  15th  of  October  1826,  Peru  acknow- 
ledged  Bolivia  to  be  an  independent  state.  At 
present,  an  Agent  from  Brazil,  and  a  Charg^ 
d* Affaires  and  Consul-General  from  France,  are 

*  Memoirs  of  General  Miller,  Vol.  II. 
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residing  at  Chuqaisaca.  The  government  of 
the  United  States  has  not  yet  sent  a  diplomatic 
agent  of  any  class  to  that  country. 

'Notwithstanding   that  Peru   acknowledged 
the  independence  of  Bolivia,  she  was  anxious 
to  obtain  the  cession  of  certwi  territories  ad- 
joining  to  her  southern  boundary.    On  the  9th 
of  April  1827,  the  Peruvian  plenipot^itiary 
left  La  Paz,  and  soon  after  a  Peruvian  army, 
under  the  command  of  G^eral  Gamarra,  ap- 
peared on  the  Bolivian  frontier.    On  the  18th 
of  April  1828,  the  garrison  at  Chuquisaca,  the 
capital  of  Bolivia,  revolted,  through  the  intrigue 
and    machinations   of  the  Peruvian    general. 
This  garrison  consisted  only  of  fifty  men,  yet 
it  was  sufficient  to  overthrow  the  then  existing 
go\*€rnment.    General  Sucre,  in  attempting  to 
quell  the  disturbance,  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  arm.    Gamarra,  under  pretence  of  fear  for 
the  personal  safety  of  the  President,  and  anxiety 
to  restore  tranquillity  to  the  state,  marched 
(Kmi  the  Desagaradero,  where  he  was  encamp- 
<tU  «nd  took  possession  of  La  Paz  and  of  the 
c^piuU.     Sucre  at  <nice  resigned,  and  sailing 
tV\M))  i\>mHU  anriTed  at  Callao  on  the  18th  of 
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December,  where  he  remained  twenty-four 
hours,  but  was  not  permitted  to  land.  While 
there,  his  wounds  were  dressed  by  one  of  the 
medical  officers  of  the  United  States  frigate 
Brandy  wine;  and  he  offered  his  services  to  in- 
tercede between  the  governments  of  Peru  and 
Colombia,  then  at  war,  with  the  hope  of  re- 
stwing  peace  without  having  recourse  to  arms. 
On  the  14th  he  sailed  in  the  Portia  (^an  Ame- 
rican ship)  for  Guayaquil. 

Bolivia  was  soon  plunged  in  a  most  dreadful 
state  of  anarchy.  General  Santa  Cruz  was 
called  by  the  constituent  congress  to  be  Presi- 
dent; but  a  party,  or  rather  a  faction,  forcibly 
elevated  Grcneral  Don  Pedro  Blanco  to  the 
chief  magistracy.  On  the  25th  of  December 
he  made  his  public  entry  into  Chuquisaca,  and 
the  next  day  took  the  oath  of  office.  On  the 
Slst  a  revolution  took  place,  he  was  made 
prisoner,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of 
January  18S99  he  was  shot,  after  having  been 
President  four  days ! 

On  the  14th  of  December  1828,  Gamarra 
was  received  at  Lima,  amidst  the  rejoicings  of 
the  people,  who  styled  him  the  Liberator  of 
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La  IVk,  md  emataned  him  at  the  theatre, 
tf  tfae  FlsEa  del  Adio  with  a  bull-bait. 

O^  tke  15di  of  Fciinianr  1889,  (^  weeks 
the  dBBth  €j{  Gcncnl  Btanco,)  the  Vice- 
dBtgoired  die  CooTeDtional  Assembly, 
dedbigd  aD  their  acts  to  be  vend,  leaving 
tke  }mws  die  same  as  at  the  adjouinment  of  the 
ciafeUiuttit  congress^  aod  named  again  General 
Smta  Cruz  as  the  pfOTisional  President. 

Since  that  peiiod  Santa  Cniz  has  been  at 
die  head  of  the  goreniment,  which  for  pro- 
spcritT  ranks  amoDgst  the  foremost  of  the 
South  American  republics.  He  has  established 
schools^  increased  commerce  by  relieving  it  of 
many  heavy  taxes»  and  he  has  concluded  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with  Peru. 

The  extensive  territory  of  Bolivia  is  rich  in 
mines  of  copper  and  the  precious  metals ;  the 
vine  and  olive  flourish ;  in  many  places  sugar- 
cane grows  wild,  and  rice  and  flax  are  produced 
in  abundance;  Peruvian  bark  and  indigo  are 
successfully  cultivated ;  and  the  coca,  which 
is  so  essential  to  the  Indian's  comfortable  exist- 
ence, is  a  staple  of  this  climate.  The  erythroxy- 
Ion  Peruvianms^  or  coca,  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
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quest,  was  only  used  by  the  Incas  and  those  of 
the  royal  or  rather  solar  blood.  The  plant  was 
looked  upon  as  an  image  of  divinity,  and  no 
one  entered  the  enclosures  where  it  was  culti- 
vated without  bending  the  knee  in  adoration. 
The  divine  sacrifices  made  at  that  iperiod  were 
thought  not  to  be  acceptable  to  heaven,  unless 
the  victims  were  crowned  with  branches  of  this 
tree.  The  oracles  made  no  reply,  and  auguries 
were  terrible,  if  the  priest  did  not  chew  coca  at 
the  time  of  consulting  them.  It  was  an  un- 
heard-of sacrilege  to  invoke  the  shades  of  the 
departed  great,  without  wearing  this  plant  in 
token  of  respect ;  and  the  Coyas  and  Mamas, 
who  were  supposed  to  preside  over  gold  and 
silver,  rendered  the  mines  impenetrable,  if  the 
labourers  failed  to  chew  the  leaves  of  coca 
while  engaged  in  the  toil.  To  this  plant  the 
Indian  recurred  for  relief  in  his  greatest  dis- 
tress; no  matter  whether  want  or  disease  op- 
pressed him,  or  whether  he  sought  the  favours 
of  Fortune  or  Cupid,  he  found  consolation  in 
this  divine  plant. 

In  the  course  of  time,  its  use  extended  to  the 
whole  Indian   population,  and  its  cultivation 
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became  an  important  branch  of  trade.  It  pro- 
duced at  one  period  no  less  than  2,641,487 
dollars  yearly ;  and  we  are  told  that  its  leaves 
were  once  the  representative  of  money,  and 
circulated  as  coin. 

It  is  sown  in  the  months  of  December  and 
January,  its  growth  being  forwarded  by  the 
heavy  rains  which  fall  in  the  mountainous  re- 
gions from  that  time  till  the  month  of  April. 
It  flowers  but  once  a  year,  but  yields  four  crops 
of  leaves,  which  are  not  however  equally  abun- 
dant ;  the  least  so  is  gathered  at  the  time  of  in- 
florescence. It  requires  to  be  sown  once  in 
five  years.  When  the  leaves  attain  an  emerald 
green  on  one  side,  and  a  straw  colour  on  the 
other,  they  are  carefully  pulled,  one  by  one, 
and  dried  in  the  sun. 

The  virtues  of  the  coca  are  of  the  most  as- 
tonishing character.  The  Indians  who  are  ad- 
dicted to  its  use  are  enabled  to  withstand  the 
toil  of  the  mines,  amidst  noxious  metallic  ex- 
halations, without  rest,  food,  or  protection 
from  the  climate.  They  run  hundreds  of 
leagues  over  deserts,  arid  plains,  and  craggy 
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inountaios,  sustained  only  by  the  coca  and  a 
little  parched  com;  and  often,  too,  acting  as 
mules  in  bearing  loads,  through  passes  where 
animals  cannot  go.  Many  have  attributed  this 
frightful  frugality  and  power  of  endurance  to 
the  effects  of  habit,  and  not  to  the  use  of  the 
coca ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  In- 
dian is  naturally  voracious,  and  it  is  known  that 
many  Spaniards  were  unable  to  perform  the 
Herculean  tasks  of  the  Peruvians,  until  they 
habitually  used  the  coca.  Moreover,  the  In- 
dians without  it  lose  both  their  vigour  and 
powers  of  endurance.  It  is  stated,  that  during 
the  siege  of  La  Paz,  in  1781,  when  the  Spa- 
niards were  constantly  on  the  watch,  and  desti- 
tute of  provisions,  in  the  inclemencies  of  winter, 
they  were  saved  from  disease  and  death  by  re- 
sorting to  this  plant. 

The  coca  possesses  a  slightly  aromatic  and 
agreeable  odour,  and  when  chewed  dispenses  a 
grateful  fragrance ;  its  taste  is  moderately  bitter 
and  astringent,  and  it  tinges  the  saliva  of  a 
greenish  hue.  Its  effects  on  the  system  are 
stomachic  and  tonic,  and  beneficial  in  prevent- 
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iDg  intermittents,  which  have  always  prevailed 
in  the  country.* 

The  mode  of  employing  coca,  is  to  mix  with 
it  in  the  mouth  a  small  quantity  of  lime,  pre- 
pared from  shells,  much  after  the  manner  that 
the  betel  is  used  in  the  East.  With  this,  a 
handful  of  parched  com,  and  a  ball  of  arrow- 
root, an  Indian  will  travel  on  foot  a  hundred 
leagues,  trotting  on  ahead  of  a  horse.  On  the 
frequented  roads,  I  am  informed,  that  the  In- 
dian guides  have  certain  spots  where  they  throw 
out  their  quids,  which  have  accumulated  into 
little  heaps,  that  now  serve  as  marks  of  dis- 
tance ;  so  that,  instead  of  saying  one  place  is  so 
many  leagues  from  another,  it  is  common  to 

call  it  so  many  quids  ! 

^^  * 

The  Indians  sometimes  have  tertdlias  for  tak- 
ing the  infusion  of  the  leaves,  as  well  as  for 
chewing  it.  In  the  former  mode,  the  efiFects 
are  agreeably  exhilarating.  It  is  usual  to  say, 
on  such  occasions,  "  Vamos  i  coquear  y  acuUi- 
car." — "  Let  us  indulge  in  coca.** 

*  DisertaciMi  sobre  el  aspecto,  cultivo,  coinercio,  y  vir- 
tudes  de  la  famosa  planta  del  Peru,  nombrada  Coca.  Par 
ei  Doctor  Don  HipdUto  Unanue,  Mercurio  Peruano.  July, 
1794.    Lima. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

CaUao  Bay.  —  Island  of  San  Lorenzo.' —  Entering  Callao.  — 
Castles. — Ancient  Defence  of  Callao. — Town  of  Callao. — 
Market— Water.— The  Mole.— Remains  of"  Old  Callao." 

By  reference  to  any  map  of  Peru,  it  may  be 
geen  that  Callao  lies  in  about  twelve  degrees 
of  south  latitude,  and  that  Lima  is  a  little  to 
the  northward  and  eastward  of  it. 

From  the  mild  and  almost  constantly  pre- 
vailing southerly  breezes,  the  bay  is  always 
smooth,  affording  one  of  the  best  places  on  the 
coast  for  vessels  to  careen  after  their  long  pas- 
sage round  Cape  Horn.  From  its  geographical 
relations,  this  could  not  be  expected,  since  it 
is  a  mere  open  roadstead,  protected  from  the 
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bran  hhaod  cdkd  San  Lo- 


9SXXX  iviatt  cxtcDds  from  south-west  to 
Hflrar-OM  Beuir  t«t>  kagiies.  It  is  about  a 
amf  n^  jiftd  hs  kigbest  point  is  neaily  five 
luiAittig^  Ibr  ainwY  tfe  Irrd  of  the  sea.  To- 
::kf  wdieni  CDd  it  is  separated  by  a  nar- 
leiy  ckHod.  oar^aUe  for  boats.  It  bears 
<^iSen«  of  brriE^  been  le^eied  by  some  violent 
tii^liynilr^  at  a  period  of  whidi  there  is  no 


Licvenao  k  a  bnnen  spot»  without  a  ves- 
t^  of  v>ad]ue.  saiv  on  its  very  sommit  for  a 
lew  witeks  in  the  winter  season,  when  it  is 
pKCXT  ccutandT  shrMided  in  dense  douds. 
its  nxkr  dMsre  is  inhabited  by  a  variety  of 
iKAncms  animak  and  great  numbers  of  seals, 
wiule  it»  he^hts  are  only  visited  by  condors 


TlMfe  is  a  mdancboly  sentiment  conveyed  by 
a  s^t  of  this  buren  spot.  When  death  has 
lemowd  them  firom  this  worid,  our  country- 
men«  in  common  with  Englishmen,  are  allowed 
no  oih«r  nesting-place;  tor  ^  the  cursed  ungod- 
liness of  leaT*  has 

**  IXnued  thecbarilT  of  dost  to  spread 
OVr  diKl  r 
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Even  the  humble  monument  raised  by  weeping 
friendship  has  been  defaced  or  torn  away  by 
bigots!  Many  noble  hearts,  stilled  by  the 
silent  inroads  of  this  deceitful  climate,  now 
moulder  here,  far  away  from  the  land  that  gave 
them  birth. 

Not  long  since,  the  government  granted 
fc»eigners  permission  (not  yet  taken  advantage 
of)  to  purchase  a  spot  near  Lima,  to  be  conse- 
crated as  a  burying-ground ;  but  nothing  can 
gain  a  Protestant  corpse  admittance  into  the 
Peruvian  Pantheon.  They  refused  burial  even 
to  the  remains  of  Admiral  Guise,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  their  navy,  kiUed  in  1828, 
before  Guayaquil,  on  board  of  the  frigate 
Prueba,  till  his  widow,  a  native  lady,  stated 
most  solemnly  that  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic. 

When  we  approached  Callao,  the  zenith  was 
dear.  The  Morro  Solar  and  San  Lorenzo  lay 
silent  before  us.  The  breeze  was  mild.  The 
clouds  floated  round  the  mighty  Cordilleras, 
but  their  snowy  peaks  looked  over  them.  The 
narrow  strip  of  plain  between  the  coast  and  the 
mountains  was  green.  The  spires  and  fanes  of 
Pizarro*s  city,  "  of  a  thousand  towers  and  an 
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hundred  gates,"  were  descried,  nestling  at  the 
foot  of  San  Cristoval.  As  we  neared  the  island, 
the  sea  broke  sullenly  along  its  southern  shore, 
and  over  the  insulated  rocks  near  it.  We  were 
so  near  them,  that  we  plainly  saw  basking  in 
the  sun  hundreds  of  drowsy  seals  and  sea-lions, 
with  sleek  skins  and  shaggy  manes. 

We  passed  close  to  the  northern  end  of  San 
LfOrenzo,  and  about  four  o'clock  anchored  a 
mile  from  the  Mole,  and  outside  of  the  mer- 
chant-vessels. Before  coming  to,  the  captain 
of  the  port  and  the  port  physician  boarded  us, 
and  received  all  the  letters  we  had  brought. 
The  captain  of  the  port  told  us  that  a  fine  of 
five  hundred  dollars  was  imposed  on  any  person 
who  should  be  detected  in  carrying  a  sealed 
letter  to  Lima.  Letters  for  the  consignees  of 
m»chant- vessels  are  excepted. 

Besides  the  entrance  by  the  northern  end  of 
the  island,  there  is  another,  called  the  Boquer6n 
passage,  between  the  main  and  the  southern 
portion,  called  Fronton. 

To  the  north-east  of  the  anchorage,  the  river 
Rimac,  which  passes  the  city  of  Lima,  insen- 
sibly debouches,  and  leaves  many  lagoons  in 
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that  direction.  Two  miles  to  the  north  there 
is  a  shoal  near  the  shore,  and  a  stream  of  water 
falling  into  the  sea,  called  Bocanegra. 

About  three  leagues  to  the  south  of  Callao 
is  a  promontory  called  the  Morro  Solar.  On 
its  northern  side  is  the  village  of  Chorillos, 
inhabited  by  Indians ;  which,  during  the  sum- 
mer, is  the  resort  of  the  fashion  of  Lima  for 
the  purpose  of  sea-bathing.  To  the  south  of 
it  are  two  landing-places;  one  £1  Salto  del 
Fraile — the  Friar's  Leap,  and  the  other,  China, 
which  was  much  frequented  in  the  early  part 
of  the  last  century  by  French  merchantmen  and 
smugglers. 

Previous  to  the  great  earthquake  of  1746, 
(28th  October,)  which  ruined  Lima,  and  sub- 
merged Callao,  this  place  was  defended  by  a 
simple  wall  and  irregular  bastions ;  but,  from  the 
loose  nature  of  the  soil,  without  a  fosse.  The 
guns  were  of  brass,  but  so  entirely  worn,  that  a 
great  part  of  the  charge  of  powder  burnt  out  at 
the  touch-hole.  The  gun-carriages  were  quite 
as  defective  as  the  artillery ;  some  had  but  one 
wheel,  and  others  were  worn  almost  square. 
What  is  remarkable,  there  was  no  one  in  Lima 
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who  was  professionally  capable  of  repairing  these 
guns,  which  were  at  last  bushed  by  a  silver- 
smith named  Francisco  de  Villachica,  who  had 
never  been  out  of  Lima,  but,  from  the  urgency 
of  the  case,  undertook  the  work.  At  that  time, 
the  shot  used  were  either  of  pure  copper  or 
mixed  with  lead,  and  we  are  told  that  the 
officers  sold  large  quantities  of  them  for  their 
private  advantage.* 

The  site  of  Callao  of  the  present  day  is  some 
hundred  toises  to  the  north  of  the  old,  and  pos* 
sesses  a  very  different  soil.  The  site  of  old 
Callao  is  at  present,  and  probably  was  when 
Ulloa  left  Peru  (1744),  a  loose  shingle  filled  in 
with  light  sand.f 

At  present  there  are  three  castles,  which  com- 
pletely command  the  anchorage  and  the  road 
to  Lima;  one  on  the  point  that  stretches  to- 
wards San  Lorenzo,  called  generally  the  south 
battery ;  one  on  the  north  of  the  town,  called 
the  north  battery  ;  and  a  third  between  the  two. 
La  Tndependencia,  formerly  named  San  Felipe. 

*  Noticias  Secretas  de  America,  p.  138. 
f   For  a  description  of  Callao  as  it  was  previous  to  1746, 
see  Frezier's  Voyage  to  the  South  Sea,  in  1712-13-14. 
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The  last  is  large,  and  well  calculated,  even  with 
a  large  garrison,  to  withstand  a  long  siege,  as 
was  demonstrated  by  the  protracted  resistance 
of  Rodil  in  the  late  war.  The  castles  were  be- 
gun in  1747»  just  after  the  earthquake ;  in  the 
same  year  Bellavista  was  built,  about  a  quarter 
of  a  league  from  Callao,  as  the  port,  in  order  to 
be  beyond  the  ingress  of  the  sea  in  the  event  of 
another  earthquake;  for  Callao  was  literally 
swept  from  its  foundation  by  the  rolling  in  of 
the  ocean,  rather  than  by  the  shaking  of  the 

earth.     The  castles   have  prevented  the  aug- 

« 

mentation  and  improvement  of  the  town ;  pro- 
prietors of  the  land  always  are  at  the  risk  of  hav- 
ing the  houses  torn  down,  in  case  the  place 
should  be  attacked  or  even  threatened  by  an 
enemy,  and  that  too  by  their  own  guns. 

Though  these  castles,  and  the  arsenal  im- 
mediately under  the  walls  of  San  Felipe,  also 
defended  by  heavy  brass  guns,  have  a  formida- 
ble appearance,  they  are  totally  useless  in 
preventing  invasion  from  any  maritime  foe. 
They  could  only  serve  as  a  stronghold  when 
driven  to  extremity,  to  enable  the  besieged  to 
gain  time,  and  draw  succour  from  the  interior 
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icsomces  of  the  country.  True,  they  com- 
pletely protect  the  immense  bay  of  Callao,  and 
might  save  all  the  shipping  in  it,  in  the  event 
of  an  attempt  to  cut  them  out.  For  many 
leagues  to  the  north  and  south  landing  can  be 
eflfected  without  risk,  even  in  small  boats  and 


Besides  the  bad  repair  in  which  the  ancient 
defence  of  Callao  was  kept,  the  garrison  was 
small  and  without  discipline.  Many  dishonest 
persons  in  Lima  attached  themselves  to  the 
artillery  nominally,  in  order  to  escape  the  pro- 
secution of  creditors.  They  entered  the  corps, 
and  appeared  at  certain  times  at  the  fortifica- 
tion, to  prove  that  they  were  in  the  service  of 
the  king,  which  exempted  them  from  the  grasp 
of  the  officers  of  justice.  This  nominal  en- 
listment was  effected  by  bribing  the  officers  of 
the  artillery  with  a  third  or  two-thirds,  and 
sometimes  even  with  the  whole  of  the  pay 
receivable  by  law. 

At  the  fortress  in  Valdivia,  the  viceroy  paid 
the  troops,  partly  in  clothing  and  the  necessaries 
which  they  required,  and  which  could  not  be 
purchased  there.     The  commander  or  governor 
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was  entrusted  with  the  disbursements.  He 
kept  all  the  goods,  opened  a  shop,  and,  paying 
the  money  sent,  sold  the  goods  to  the  soldiery 
at  most  exorbitant  prices ;  necessity  compelled 
them  to  purchase,  and  thus  the  chieftain  re- 
ceived as  his  own  what  he  had  held  only  in 
trust.* 

Ulloa  complained  loudly  of  the  want  of  dis- 
cipline throughout  all  the  garrisons  of  the  whole 
coast,  from  Valdivia  to  Panama ;  and,  in  order  to 
remedy  it,  proposed  to  send  yearly  to  Spain  a 
proportional  number  of  men  from  each  pro- 
vince, according  to  its  population,  there  to  be 
drilled,  taught,  and  accustomed  to  war  in  the 
armies  of  the  monarch.  He  thought  that  a  mi- 
litary education,  sufficient  for  one  of  these  small 
garrisons,  could  not  be  taught  in  America,  even 
if  all  the  officers,  superior  and  subaltern,  had 
been  Spaniards,  as  he  recommended.  He  sug- 
gests^ however,  the  propriety  of  giving  to  the 
newly  educated  some  subaltern  offices,  as  ser- 
jeant-major,  &c.  to  encourage  them  to  make 
themselves  worthy  of  greater  preferment.     He 

♦  Noticias  Sccretas  de  America. 
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the  Oeoles  as  hmring  been  extremely 
flf  soA  nvral  fiToiir  and  distinction. 

DiH  iii^  the  last  two  Tevs^  CalhM>  has  much 
■Hauml,  and  tke  population  has  increased  to 
[■tjhahli  ci^t  thousand  souls.  There  is  a  fine 
wfavf  or  mole,  nearlr  competed,  provided  with 
csanes  and  landing  slips  for  the  ccmTenience  of 
TesKis  in  the  harboor.  Its  foundation  is  the 
mined  hoik  of  an  old  sloc^  of  war,  around 
vhich  piles  have  been  driven ;  these  are  filled 
in  with  stone,  brought  from  San  Lorenzo, 
where  it  is  quarried  and  broken  by  convicts. 

The  main  street,  following  the  course  of  the 
beach,  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  and  has 
be«i  lately  paved.  The  houses  are  built  of 
''adobes,^  with  a  second  story  made  of  cane 
wicker-work,  plastered  with  mud,  and  white- 
washed. The  roofs  are  all  flat,  also  of  wicker- 
work,  and  plastered  with  mud.  These  are  kept 
clean  in  some  instances  as  promenades,  but 
more  frequently  become  receptacles  for  all  kinds 
of  family  refuse.  This  light  architecture  is 
used,  because  it  is  less  expensive,  and  less  dan- 
gerous during  earthquakes.  At  the  northern 
end  of  the  street  are  a  number  of  huts,  con- 
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structed  of  mats^  tenanted  by  fishermen,  who 
supply  the  markets  of  Callao  and  Lima  with 
&h ;  this  part  of  the  town  is  called  the  Pes- 
cadores. 

Along  this  street  are  many  stores,  billiard- 
rooms,  pulperias,  or  tippling-shops,  which  are 
rendezvous  for  idle  sailors,  Negroes,  and   the 
lowest  order  of  the  population.     These  places 
are  the  scenes  of  all  manner  of  vice :  gambling, 
drunkenness,  and  the  natural  consequents,  quar- 
rels,  and  sometimes  even  murder.     At  night 
the  sounds  of  bacchanalian  mirth  and  drunken 
uproar  are  heard  till  a  very  late  hour.     To  the 
eastward  several  streets  have  lately  sprung  up. 
The  houses  are  small,  but  comparatively  com- 
modious ;  at  almost  every  door  is  tied  by  a  leg 
a  game-cock  or  two,  crowing  and  scratching  all 
day  long; — fighting  cocks  is  a  very  favourite  and 
general  amusement  with  all  the  inhabitants. 

The  market-place  consists  of  an  open  square, 
in  which  are  erected  a  few  booths  for  butcher's 
meat  and  vegetables.  The  market-women, 
mostly  Indians  and  Mulattoes,  spread  out  their 
fruits  and  vegetables  on  mats  or  ponchos,  on  the 
ground,    and  separate  them  into  little  parcels 
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voffth  a  weal  eMfa.  Potatoes  are  sdd  at  from 
three  to  eight  for  a  ml  ;*  ^gs  at  finom  three  to 
ox ;  tomatoes  and  hems  are  measured  in  gourd 
dishes  of  an  arbitrary  siz^  according  to  the 
Tievs  of  the  Tenders.  For  once  the  scene  is 
amusDg;  frequentlj  the  market-women  have 
their  young  children  slung  in  the  shawl  or 
poodio  on  the  back,  while  seated  flat  on  the 
ground,  with  one  foot  resting  beneath  the  ham 
of  the  other  leg,  which  is  extaided,  and  bare 
nearly  to  the  knee.  The  hair  is  worn  in  three 
long  braids,  hanging  down  behind.  The  heaps 
of  firuit  of  every  kind  are  sometimes  so  nu- 
merous, and  disposed  so  irregularly  over  the 
ground,  that  it  requires  care  in  wending  the 

*  Coins  of  Peru. 
Onza,        equal  to     17  00  ddlars. 
Media  Onza,    do.         8  50 
Gold.    ^Dobloo,  do.        4  25 

Escudo,  do.        2  12^ 

Escudillo,  do.         1 

Peso,         equal  to         1  00  dollar. 
Dos  reales,    do.  25 

Silver.  ^Real,  do.  12^ 

Medio,  do.  6^ 

Cuartfllo,       do.  3 

There  is  neither  copper  nor  paper  money  in  the  republic. 
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way,  not  to  stumble  into  a  heap  of  eggs  or  a 
basket  of  cherimoyas.  A  constant  talking,  car- 
ried on  in  long,  drawling,  nasal  tones,  seems  to 
indicate  an  amiable  docility,  though  they  are 
generally  alive  to  their  own  interests,  and  not 
unfrequently  sell  articles  for  less  than  one-half 
of  the  price  first  demanded. 

Several  kinds  of  excellent  fish  are  sold  in  this 
market;  the  corvina,  the  flounder,  and  the 
pampano,  are  best;  the  latter,  caught  only  at 
Chorillos,  is  not  always  to  be  obtained,  and  is  so 
highly  esteemed,  that  one  weighing  eight  or 
ten  pounds  readily  commands  five  or  six  dol- 
lars. The  beef  possesses  more  flavour,  and  is 
perhaps  better,  than  at  any  other  place  on  the 
coast.  The  mutton  is  excellent.  Poultry  is 
dear,  and,  with  the  exception  of  ducks,  is  very 
inferior  in  flavour. 

The  purlieus  of  the  plaza  are  peopled  with 
dogs  and  buzzards,  that  hover  round  to  pick 
up  whatever  falls  in  their  way.  Bullocks  are 
slaughtered  in  the  open  road,  just  outside  of 
the  town;  and  the  meat,  after  being  dressed, 
is  brought  to  the  shambles  on  jackasses  or  in 

carts. 
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cf  C^ho  is  a  « tapia** 
anndw^f  .fixTDoiTaseiiasa  ddinioe,  bat  now 
CBCaPBT  jaaBooBBB.  Jk  fatialj  mimiiyg  along*- 
mkt  d  t&e  Lflsa  nadL  supplies  the  place,  as 
wdl  as  tke  iliip|aiig,  with  water;  for  the  lat- 
ter, it  is  fara^jkf  to  the  Mole  in  vooden  c(H1- 
iMkLix,  where  it  is  Terr  readlT  filled  into  casks 
withowt  wraaemBog  dftem  fiom  the  boat.  Just 
cmtaiJe  of  the  tapia  is  a  sort  of' lock,  where, 
fipom  uMJiuii^  tin  mgfat,  are  assemUed  n^ro 
and  white  women,  washing  Unen  by  the  pro- 
cess (not  the  most  afiproTed)  of  pounding  it 
with  stones;  and  spreading  it  oat  (xi  the  neigh- 
boonng  green.  Horses  are  also  curied  there  to 
drink  and  to  be  washed:  all  of  which,  it  is 
thought,  does  not  impair  the  good  qualities  of 
the  water  for  most  domestic  purposes. 

On  working  dajs  and  holydays,  Callao  pre- 
sents an  actire  scene.  During  business  hours, 
the  basin,  formed  by  the  Mole,  is  covered  with 
laundies  and  boats.  The  Mole  is  piled  up  with 
boxes  and  bales  of  merchandise:  large  heaps 
of  wheat,  sometimes  containing  thousands  of 
bushels ;  mules  and  asses,  loading  and  unloading ; 
merchants  and  clerks ;  guards  and  custom-house 
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o&cers,  all  crow  ded  upon  it,  each  pushing  and 
jostling  his  way,  and  overcoming  all  resistance. 
Amidst  the  trampled  dust,  no  very  idle  part  is 
enacted  by  the  millions  of  fleas  on  the  feet  and 
ankles  of  all  who  intrude  upon  them.  A  senti- 
nel stands  at  the  landing  slip,  opposite  to  which 
is  a  sort  of  sentry-box,  where  the  ofiicers  of  the 
guard  lounge  and  smoke  paper  cigars  through 
the  twenty-four  hours.  At  night  the  posts  are 
increased,  and  no  person  is  permitted  to  land  or 
embark  after  eight  o'clock,  without  special  per- 
mission from  the  captain  of  the  port. 

The  street  presents  Negroes  in  dirty  tattered 
ponchos,  slouched  straw  hats,  bragas,  or  large- 
bottomed  breeches,  bare  legs,  and  raw  hide  san- 
dals on  the  feet.  The  women  ride  astride,  and 
display  a  superior  knowledge  of  horsemanship. 
The  men  wev  short  jackets,  and  are  constantly 
smoking  cigars ;  ofiicers  of  the  garrison,  in  gay 
uniforms,  saunter  about ^n  foot,  or  are  seen  on 
splendid  steeds,  handsomely  caparisoned,  cur- 
veting and  caracoling  through  the  streets. 

The  appearance  of  Callao  is  by  no  means  fa- 
vourable, and  no  one  would  ever  suspect  its  be- 
ing other  than  a  very  disagreeable  place.     Stran- 


T^FLJJ   TXAJBS  T%  THE  PACIFIC 

dUBke  it  ^enr  modi;  which  is 
ifaoe  is  fitde  orno  society  to 
in  tke  smmia;  when  a  few 
ihilhiT  fir  the  purpose  of  sea- 
d  wfckh  the  Pcmrims  are  pasrion- 
At  that  time  tertulias  are  fcNrm- 
ed,  gcBoaBr  eodang  in  gamhiing  parties,  in 
which  ladies  and  gentlemen  jHomiscoously  en- 
^■ge.  Forc^ners  amose  themsdres  in  walk- 
ing playing  hilfiaids»  or  bowls,  for  which 
these  are  several  sDersw 

The  ate  of  old  CaDao,  which  is  between  Cas- 
fle  Independence  and  the  sooth  battery,  is,  like 
Golgodia,  a  place  of  skulls  and  homan  bones. 
The  Taolted  roosb  of  some  of  the  churches  still 
remain,  and  are  (xi  a  level  with  the  surface. 
Into  these  all  the  bodies  of  those  who  died 
during  the  siege  and  blockade  of  1825,  were 
thrown,  without  changing  the  dress  in  which 
they  expired  or  were  killed.  Many  of  the  bo- 
dies are  shrivelled  and  dried,  but  show  no  sign 
of  putrefaction  having  taken  place.  Here  were 
buried  the  family  of  Torre  Tagle,  Marquis  of 
Truxillo,  who  perished  in  the  castle,  with  many 
others,    from  famine.      Provisions  became  so 
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scarce  towards  the  dose  of  the  siege,  that  the 
Marquis,  it  is  said,  gave  a  jewel  worth  30,000 
doUars  for  a  single  chicken !  The  bones  now 
seen  are  of  those  who  perished  at  that  time, 
and  were  not  washed  out  by  the  sea,  as  has  been 
suggested,  for  it  rarely  reaches  where  they  are.* 
About  the  year  1650,  Callao  contained  six 
hundred  Spanish  families,  besides  Indians,  Mes- 
tizos, Mulattoes  and  Negroes ;  also  four  con- 
vents, viz.  Santo  Domingo,  San  Francisco,  San 
Augustin,  La  Merced,  and  a  house  of  Jesuits.f 

•  Morrers  Voyages, 
f  Albores  del  Sol  del  Nuevo  Mundo. 
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"  the  Street  of  Callao." 

The  road  to  Lima  is  nearly  a  straight 
line  drawn  over  an  inclined  plane,  which  gra- 
dually rises  from  the  sea  till  it  is  lost  in  the 
base  of  the  hills  of  Amancaes  and  San  Cristo- 
val.  Though  to  the  eye  the  road  from  Cal- 
lao appears  to  be  perfectly  level,  the  great 
plaza  of  Lima  stands  one  hundred  and  seventy 
varas*  (Spanish  yards)  above  the  sea.  It  was 
constructed  by  the  Viceroy,  Don  Ambrosio 
O'Higgins,  in  1799»  and,  had  the  original  plan 

*  Equal  to  thirty-two  English  inches. 


RIDE  TO  LIMA.  345 

been  carried  out,  would  have  rivalled  anything 
of  the  kind  in  South  America.     A  low  brick 
wall  or  curb  runs  along  each  side  of  a  centre 
road,  whose  surface  is  two  or  three  feet  above 
the  carriage-roads,  which   are  on  either   side. 
This  arrangement  is  not  complete  through  the 
whole  extent,  but  is  interrupted,  and  a  part  of 
the  distance  is  travelled  on  the  lateral  roads, 
which,  I  believe,  were  originally  designed  to  be 
the  beds  of  streams.     The  greater  part  of  the 
way  is   covered  with  loose  pebbles,  giving  it 
no  very  distant  resemblance  to  a  shingle  beach. 
I  joined  a  party  on  horseback    soon  after 
arriving  in  the  roads  —  sorry  stumbling  nags 
we  found  —  and  set  off  in  the  morning  for 
the    capital,     far-famed    once    as    **  City    of 
Kings,"  afterwards  as  "  City  of  the  Free,"  but 
still  more  widely  known  by  the  original  name, 
Lima.     We   were    soon    out    of  Callao,   and 
found  the  road  running  in  a  straight  line  ;  and 
on  the  right  and  behind  us,  when  fairly  on  the 
way,  was  the  gate  and  drawbridge  of  El  Cas- 
tillo de  la  Independencia.      Curiosity  carried 
our  eyes  in  every  direction.     To  the  right,  all 
round  the  castle  to  the  sea,  was  an  irregular 
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shingle ;  and  to  the  left,  a  broad  green  meadow, 
covered  with  rank  grass,  spread  itself  to  the 
view.  Just  at  the  skirts  of  Callao,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  road,  were  planted  two  or 
three  posts,  around  which  were  ofial  and  a 
number  of  dogs,  with  other  appearances  mark- 
ing the  spot  where  beef  is  slaughtered  for  the 
market. 

After  we  had  passed  the  women  washing  at 
the  lock  of  the  canals  the  first  figures  we  saw 
were  two  soldiers  on  foot,  making  their  way 
towards  Callao.  They  wore  tall,  compressed, 
blue  doth  caps,  with  red  bands  and  without 
vizard,  coarse  grey  pantaloons,  made  full,  re- 
sembling the  dress  worn  in  some  of  our  state 
prisons,  and  short  blue  jackets.  Their  com- 
plexion was  dark  mulatto.  They  trudged 
along  the  canal  barefoot,  with  a  bundle  hang- 
ing on  a  stick  over  the  shoulder,  appearing 
like  men  fatigued  from  a  long  march.  The 
next  object  that  engaged  our  attention  was  a 
cross,  erected  on  a  square  pedestal  to  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  about  half-way  between  Bel- 
lavista  and  Callao,  which  is  said  to  mark  the 
spot  where  the  sea  reached  in  the  great  earth- 
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quake  of  1746  ;  and  some  add  that  a  frigate 
was  thrown  there  at  the  time  by  the  force  of 
the  waves. 

A  few  years  since,  Bellavista  was  a  flourish- 
ing village.  It  was  built  in  1747,  and  intended 
to  be  the  port ;  but,  in  the  course  of  time,  the 
terror  caused  by  the  great  earthquake  wore  away, 
and  the  present  Callao  grew  up.  This  check- 
ed the  improvement  of  Bellavista.  Frequent 
earthquakes,  the  bombardings  from  the  castle, 
its  alternate  possession  by  the  royalist  and  pa- 
triot troops  during  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
have  left  it  a  heap  of  ruins,  which  shelter  some 
few  Indian  and  Negro  families.  Between  Bel- 
lavista and  the  cross  just  mentioned  are  the 
remains  of  a  breastwork,  thrown  up  and  de- 
fended by  the  patriots  when  General  Rodil  was 
in  possession  of  the  castles. 

Presently  we  met  a  drove  of  mules  laden 
with  silver,  and  guarded  by  a  half-dozen  sol- 
diers, some  of  African  and  others  of  Indian 
origin.  This  treasure,  amounting  to  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  was  about  being  shipped  to 
England.  Close  after  them  came  a  troop  of 
asses,  almost   completely  hidden   in    stacks  of 
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green  alfalfa,*  a  species  of  trefoil  highly  nutri- 
tious to  horses,  aptly  enough  compared  to  the 
moving  of  "  Bimam  Wood."  On  the  left  we 
came  up  to  La  Iglesia  de  las  Palmas,  the  church 
of  Palms,  or  Baquijano,  which,  in  1825,  served 
as  an  ambush  for  the  patriots  in  a  sharp  skir- 
mish with  a  royal  party  from  the  castles.  On 
that  day,  from  Lima  gates  to  Callao,  the  road 
was  strewed  with  dead.  The  cruel  Rodil  would 
not  consent  to  the  bodies  being  buried ;  they 
lay  there  till  the  buzzards  and  vultures  re- 
moved them. 

A  party  of  market  people,  closely  followed 
by  one  of  pleasure,  passed  us.  The  market- 
women  were  mounted  on  asses,  with  saddles 
made  high  and  square  on  top,  with  pillions  of 
sheep-skins,  tanned  with  the  wool  on.  The 
samba  women  were  seated  astride,  presenting, 
from  the  gTcat  breadth  of  the  saddle,  a  most 
grotesque  appearance:  the  well-expanded  leg, 
cased  in  a  silk  stocking,  was  visible  to  the 
knee ;  the  foot,  set  off  in  a  green  or  partycolour- 
ed  slipper,  and  armed  with  a  great  spur,  was 
constantly  swung  with  a  careless  air  against 

*  Mendicago  sativa  of  botanists. 
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the  sides  of  the  patient  donkey.  A  figured 
calico  gown,  and  a  large  cotton  shawl  with 
the  right  comer  flung  over  the  left  shoul- 
der, and  a  high-crowned  Guayaquil  hat  tied 
under  the  chin  with  a  black  riband,  the 
rim  being  left  free,  completed  the  costume. 
Some  had  large  panniers  of  fruit  slung  to 
the  sides  of  their  beasts,  and  others  had  two 
sheep,  ready  for  the  market,  tied  together 
by  the  hind  legs,  hung  over  the  saddle-bow. 
Some  had  their  infant  children  with  them, 
suspended  over  the  back  in  a  shawl  or  poncho. 
These  women  were  mostly  embonpoint^  or  even 
corpulent^  with  round  shining  faces  and  placid 
countenances. 

The  pleasure-party  was  also  of  the  sambo 
caste :  the  women  were  laughing  and  prancing 
along  on  spirited  horses,  accompanied  by  sam- 
bos and  negroes.  The  females  were  dressed  in 
white  gowns,  white  ponchos,  Manila  hats, 
highly  glazed,  and  decorated  with  a  bow  and 
band  of  black  riband,  secured  under  the  chin, 
the  rim  floating  free ;  silk  hose,  gay -coloured 
slippers,  and  spurs.  The  hair  was  frizzed  over 
the  shoulders,  and  thickly  sprinkled  with  jas- 
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mine  flowers.  They  sat  astride,  and  managed 
their  horses  admirably.  The  beaux  also  wore 
Manila  hats,  white  ponchos,  and  white  jean 
pantaloons  :  their  heavy  spurs,  with  rowels  not 
less  than  two  inches  in  diameter,  were  sup- 
ported by  a  leathern  heel-piece.  At  a  dis- 
tance it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  the  women 
from  the  men ;  and,  when  near,  nothing  but  the 
bare  leg  of  the  female  pointed  out  the  dif- 
ference of  sex. 

We  had  scarcely  passed  this  party,  when  an 
officer  and  two  soldiers  shot  by  us  in  full  gallop 
for  Lima.  We  learned  afterwards,  that  it  was 
a  lieutenant  bearing  an  ordinary  despatch  from 
Callao  to  the  government. 

We  stopped  at  the  half-way  house,  and  indeed 
our  horses  were  so  accustomed  to  halt  there, 
that  they  trotted  up  to  the  shed  of  their  own 
free  will.  The  "  tambo  de  la  Legua**  is  a  pul- 
peria,  at  which  most  travellers  rest  for  a  few 
minutes.  Beside  it  stands  a  church,  called  La 
Legua,  (hence  the  name  of  the  tambo,)  at  the 
door  of  which  was  an  image  of  the  Virgin, 
standing  on  a  table,  with  a  crucifix  and  a  silver 
plate    before    it,    half    full    of    "reales"    and 
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'^  medios/'  A  friar,  in  a  coarse  tunic,  with  a 
bog  beard  and  shaven  crown,  stood  near,  beg- 
ging alms  for  ^^  la  santisima  Virgen" — the  most 
holy  Virgin,  and  extending  the  crucifix  to  be 
Idssed  by  all  those  who  bestowed  charity  in  the 
silver  plate. 

The  tambo  is  a  low,  one-story  building,  bear- 
ing the  marks  of  great  age ;  the  large  opening 
in  front,  like  a  huge  window,  from  which 
liquors  and  cigars  are  dispensed  at  low  prices,  is 
worn  by  the  frequent  handling  of  customers. 
On  the  counter,  which  may  be  compared  to  a 
broad  window  sill,  there  are  always  burning 
two  or  three  knots  of  wood  for  the  convenience 
of  lighting  cigars.  The  roof  extends  out  in 
front,  affording  an  ample  shade  for  those  who 
stop  to  partake  of  the  ^'  good  things"  provided. 
On  either  side  of  this  shed  is  a  low  adobe  seat 
fcMT  the  accommodation  of  foot  passengers.  No 
customer  ever  enters  the  door — a  wise  precau- 
tion against  the  inebriated,  who  are  not  to  be 
trusted  amongst  bottles  and  glasses. 

The  scene  at  the  tambo  was  curiously  contrast- 
ed with  the  religiously  grave  friar  and  holy 
Virgin.     Though  not  twenty  yards  apart,  there 
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was  a  party  of  Negroes,  men  and  women,  with 
scarcely  tatters  enough  to  hide  their  nakedness, 
wriggling  fandangos  under  the  shed,  to  the 
music  of  a  rude  harp,  played  by  an  old,  frosty- 
headed  Negro,  accompanied  by  the  nasal,  twang- 
ing voices  of  black  wenches^  who  also  beat 
time  with  their  palms  on  the  body  of  the  in- 
strument. Both  men  and  women  were  bare* 
legged  to  the  knee.  The  former  wore  large  full- 
bottomed  bragas,  or  breeches,  and  long  woollen 
ponchos,  with  tall,  sugarloaf-crowned  Guaya- 
quil hats.  Their  legs  were  of  the  true  Negro 
formation ;  the  calf  gathered  up  dose  to  the 
knee,  and  a  long  slim  shank,  attached  to  a 
broad  flat  foot,  with  the  heels  extending 
almost  as  far  behind  as  the  toes  did  forward. 
The  women  had  on  ragged  woollen  petticoats, 
plaited  full  round  the  waist ;  the  bust  was  but 
ill  concealed  in  a  dingy  chemise ;  the  arms 
were  bare ;  a  handkerchief  or  shawl  was  girt 
around  the  hips,  so  as  to  draw  the  petticoat 
smooth  over  the  abdomen,  and  gather  it  up  full 
behind,  and  shorten  it  withal.  The  hands  were 
sometimes  akimbo,  sometimes  flung  in  the  air, 
and  the  figures  leaned  forward  as  they  advanced 
and  retreated  in  the  dance.     The  step  was  an 
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awkward  movement  of  quickly  crossing  one 
foot  over  the  other  in  front,  without  lifting  it 
high  from  the  ground,  only  varied  by  an  occa- 
sional hop,  and  accompanied  by  an  indescriba- 
Ue  wriggling  of  the  hips.  The  dance  was  dis- 
gustingly lascivious,  and  the  voices  of  the 
females  coarse  and  disagreeable.  The  whole 
party  were  excited  by  frequent  potations  of 
piseo  and  chicha. 

There  were  two  Peruvian  officers,  of  high 
rank,  smoking,  and  looking  on  the  dance  with 
great    gravity.       Their    gorgeous    uniforms, 
almost  hidden  in  gold  embroidery,  contrasted 
strangely  with   the  squalid  garments  of    the 
merry  Negroes.     Two  or  three  asses,  with  seri- 
ous faces,  stood  gazing  quietly  on  the  scene. 
One  water-carrier  leaned  his  head  on  his  arms, 
which  were  embracing   the  saddle-bow  of  his 
dcmkey,  with  a  leg  crossed  and  resting  on  the 
ground.     His  countenance  was  distorted  by  a 
broad  smile  of  approbation,  that  seemed  to  be 
generating  at  the  very  bottom   of  his   heart. 
The  steeds  of  the  officers   looked  impatient, 
neighed, ,  pawed  the  earth,  and  threw  up  their 
heads. 

VOL.   I.  2  a 
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Before  we  left  the  tambo  two  stage-coaches 
drove  up ;  one  from  Lima,  the  other  from 
Callao.  Bodi  were  filled  with  foreigners,  and 
one  was  completely  shrouded  in  tobacco  smoke. 
Smoking  in  Peru  is  universal ;  even  ladies  of 
the  better  classes  are  not  exempt  from  this 
practice. 

After  ten  minutes'  rest,  we  again  mounted, 
and  pushed  on  towards  the  capital.  Parties, 
similar  to  those  we  had  met,  passed  us,  with  now 
and  then  a  **  valencin ;"  which  is  a  two-wheeled 
carriage,  drawn  by  two  mules  abreast,  on  one 
of  which  a  postilion  rides.  When  new  and  in 
fine  order,  this  vehicle  is  a  calesa ;  but  worn  for 
some  time,  it  degenerates  into  a  ^^  valencin  f  as 
private  carriages,  in  the  course  of  time,  dwindle 
into  hackney-coaches  in  the  United  States. 
We  overtook  a  drove  of  asses  laden  with  kegs : 
two  were  too  much  for  a  single  ass,  so  that  a 
large  stone  was  slung  on  one  side  to  balance 
the  keg  on  the  other.  This  plan  is  not  unfre* 
quently  adopted  by  the  "  arrieros,"  or  muleteers, 
when  the  packages  are  too  large  to  be  carried  in 
pau*s  by  a  mule  or  donkey.  Mules  generally 
carry  two  barrels  of  flour  at  a  load  from  Callao 
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to  Lima,  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  over  a  stony 
road. 

To  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  are  seen 
large  mounds  of  earth,  termed  Huacas,  which 
are  the  remaining  monuments  of  the  ancient 
Peruvians.  Until  it  approaches  within  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  of  the  city  gate,  the  Lima  road  is 
an  unpleasant  one.  To  the  right  it  is  flanked 
by  high  mud-walls,  and  on  the  left  is  a  meadow 
overgrown  in  places  with  cane  brakes,  which 
some  years  ago  were  the  ambuscades  of  high- 
waymen. 

Near  the  metropolis  the  country  assumes  a 
more  smiling  aspect.  The  dusty  highway 
becomes  an  avenue  of  double  rows  of  willow- 
trees,  with  bubbling  streams  running  on  either 
hand.  Stone-seats  are  conveniently  placed 
beneath  their  shade  in  the  side  alleys,  which 
are  lower  than  the  main  road.  On  each  side 
the  garden-walls  are  overhung  by  orange,  lemon, 
citron,  and  palta  trees;  the  air  is  redolent 
with  the  odours  of  the  cherimoya  and  orange  ; 
its  stillness,  even  at  noon,  is  broken  by  the  va- 
rious notes  of  the  feathered  tribes. 
Large  circles  are  placed  equidistant  on  the 
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road,  to  the  number  of  four,  called  "  6valos,'' 
designated  as  first,  second,  &c.  beginning  at 
the  gate.  The  road  cuts  them  diametrically, 
leaving  a  semicircle  on  each  side,  surrounded 
by  a  stone  seat.  The  round  base  of  stone  in 
the  centre  of  each  **  6valo"  was  intended  to  be 
a  fountain.  This  avenue  is  called  '*  La  Ala- 
meda de  la  Portada."  Here,  morning  and  even- 
ing, are  seen  people  enjoying  the  "  paseo  f  civi- 
lians and  military  men,  churchmen  and  laymen, 
and  women  of  every  caste  and  rank  in  society. 
But  it  is  seldom  crowded,  except  on  feast-days. 
When  we  passed,  we  only  saw  a  Fraiidman 
friar,  strolling  along,  in  conversation  with  a 
negro  woman  carrying  a  basket  of  oranges  on 
her  head. 

Not  far  from  the  gate  we  met  a  group  of 
natives  on  horseback.  The  gentlemen  were  in 
short  white  jackets,  full  white  pantaloons,  the 
ponchos  hanging  carelessly  over  one  arm.  Mar 
nila  hats,  fastened  with  black  ties  under  the 
chin,  and  the  heels  armed  with  long-shanked 
silver  spurs.  The  horses  of  all  were  capari- 
soned strictly  after  the  fashion  of  the  coimtry. 
The  saddle  rises  high  before  and  behind,  and  is 
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covered  with  blue  pillions^  secured  by  girths, 
forming  a  deep  seat,  from  which  it  is  difficult 
to  be  thrown ;  because  the  front  comers  of  the 
addle  curve  backwards  over  the  thighs,  form- 
ing for  them  a  complete  case.  The  stirrups  are 
of  pyramidal  blocks  of  dark  wood  carved  in 
various  figures,  and  the  comers  are  covered 
with  plates  of  silver.  In  one  side  a  hole  is 
scooped  out  to  receive  the  foot.  A  broad  piece 
of  leather,  cut  into  a  sort  of  filigree  figures, 
extends  from  the  back  of  the  saddle  to  the  tail, 
and  a  similar  piece  passes  round  the  hams  and 
flank,  which  gives  to  this  furniture  the  appear- 
ance of  that  of  a  coach-horse.  The  whole  is 
miamented  with  silver  buckles  and  rings,  and 
the  head-piece  with  a  profusion  of  studs  of  the 
same  metal. 

The  ladies,  who  were  of  the  middle  age,  sat 
straight  in  their  saddles^  which  were  in  all  re- 
spects like  those  of  the  men,  except  that  the 
stirrups  were  silver,  and  the  reins  were  of  a 
finer  texture.  They  wore  full  ponchos,  which 
covered  the  upper  part  of  the  figure :  that  of 
the  youngest,  whq  was  perhaps  twenty  years  of 
age,  was  striped  in  a  flowered  pattern  of  gay 
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*  Whether  it  b  real! j  more  inddicate  for  a  female  than 
for  a  male  to  ride  astride,  I  am  not  called  upoo  to  pronounce. 
At  first,  it  does  not  square  with  our  notions  of  proprie^ ; 
but  on  a  closer  examination  I  could  discover  nothing  immo- 
dest in  the  appearance  of  a  ladT*$  foot  and  ankle  cased  in  a 
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Such  were  the  groups  met  with  on  the  road, 
going  in  one  direction  or  the  other.     Some- 
times  the  whole  road  appeared  choked  with 
asses  loaded  with  fresh  cut-grass.    Again,  a  **  re- 
cua,"  or  drove  of  unladen  mules,  were  urged  on 
at  a  full  gallop  by  the  ^^  arriero,"  sitting  erect 
in  his  saddle,  head  up,  poncho  knotted  round 
his  waisty  the  reins  of  the  mule  held  high  over 
its  head  with   the  left  hand,  while  with  the 
right  he  whirled  over  his  own  head  a  long  thong 
of  hide.    His  legs,  at  every  spring  of  the  animal, 
struck  the  huge  rowels  into  the  mule's  sides. 
As  he  sprang  forward,  wheeling  from  one  side 
of  the  road  to  the  other,  to  keep  his  mules 
together,  he  cried,  ''Arre  mula  —  grandisima 
♦  *  *  r  evincing,  with  the  last  reproachful  epi- 
thet,  his  impatience,  by  a  heavy  discharge  of 
his  thong  on  the  back  of  the  hindmost  mule. 
Then  away  they  scampered,  the  dry  hide  "  ca- 
padios,**  or  bags,  lashed  to  the  pack-saddles, 
dattering  at  a  great  rate  as  they  dashed  along. 

pantalette,  nor  did  it  seem  more  shocking  than  the  tightly- 
'  corered  leg  of  the  booted  cavalier.  One  reason  in  favour  of 
ladies  riding  afler  this  fashion  is,  that  they  are  more  secure  in 
the  saddle,  and  need  less  the  assistance  of  an  attendant  ca- 
borello. 
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Mid  tiMn  ve  sra*  a  most  amirahle  oom- 
r  dop  and  ~  gaffinaaos^**  or  bozzaids, 
fmttmg  on  the  cnreatf  of  a  mule  or  ass  that  had 
dropped  down  and  died  by  the  way.  Ihaveseen 
these  birds  attack  the  body  ot  a  mule  brfore  the 
breath  had  entirely  left  it,  and^in  the  course  of 
a  few  hours  leave  nothing  but  the  skeleton! 
They  are  the  only  scavengers  in  Peru.  The 
law  protects  them  from  mcdestatioi] ;  a  fine 
being  imposed  on  any  person  who  may  wan- 
tonly kin  one  of  the  tribe. 

The  entrance  into  Lima  is  through  a  huge 
gate.  Th^ie  is  a  large  centre  arch,  and  a  small- 
er one  on  each  side,  which  are  closed  at  night 
with  massy  doors,  correspondent  to  the  arches 
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in  me.  In  18S5,  some  eulogistic  sentences  on 
Bolivar  were  written  over  the  great  entrance ; 
but  in  1827>  the  tide  of  popular  feeling  having 
turned  against  him,  his  name  was  blotted  out, 
and  that  of  La  Mar  substituted ;  the  eulogy, 
however,  remaining  unchanged.  In  1829>  the 
popularity  of  this  chief  dwindled  away,  and 
his  name  and  eulbgy  are  now  washed  over  with 
fime ; — Sic  transit  gloria  tnundi ! 

On  the  left  side  of  the  gate  is  a  small  build- 
ing occupied  by  the  officers  of  the  Resguardo, 
that  department  of  the  custom-house  which 
is  constantly  on  the  alert  to  detect  and  prevent 
illicit  trade.  Here  all  baggage,  and  every 
package  of  goods,  are  examined,  unless  accom- 
panied by  a  "  guia,"  or  permit,  from  the  Adu- 
ana,  or  custom-house.  Here  also  a  toll  is  col- 
lected for  every  laden  mule  or  ass  that  passes 
to  and  from  Lima. 

Two  long  mud-walls  stand  on  the  sides  of 
the  street,  or  rather  avenue,  which  leads  into 
the  "  City  of  the  Free.'*  At  about  a  hundred 
yards  from  the  gate  it  terminates  in  a  street, 
called  "  La  Calle  del  Callao."  The  first  thing 
we  remarked  was  the  mean  appearance  of  the 
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houses,  and  the  heavy  closed  balconies  jutting 
out  in  front.  At  the  corners  are  two  rude 
wooden  figures^  painted  red,  placed  about  twelve 
feet  above  the  ground,  with  a  representation 
of  flames  curling  round  them.  These  half 
figures  have  the  hands  clasped  in  the  attitude 
of  prayer.  They  are  termed  "  dnimas,"  or  souls, 
and  are  intended  as  mementos  of  the  torments 
of  purgatory.  Similar  figures  are  common  in 
all  parts  of  the  city.  On  the  dead  wall  of  a 
house,  not  far  from  the  commencement  of  this 
street,  is  a  rough  picture  of  the  Devil  carrying 
off  the  Saviour  to  the  Mount. 

In  spite  of  the  "  animas,"  the  corner  houses 
are  occupied  as  grog-shops,  where  there  were  a 
dozen  Negroes,  men  and  women,  dancing  fan- 
dangos, under  the  influence  of  pisco,  or  Peru- 
vian brandy.  And,  as  if  to  aid  the  dnimas  in 
their  pious  intention  of  rescuing  the  living  from 
the  pains  of  the  damned,  there  was  a  friar,  of 
the  order  of  Descalzos  (Barefooted),  in  a  sack- 
cloth tunic  and  leather  girdle,  holding  in  one 
hand  a  tin-box  surmounted  by  a  cross,  having  a 
slit  in  the  top  to  receive  any  alms  that  might 
be  bestowed,  while  in  the  other  he  held  a  long 
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staff.  He  was  smiling  on  the  scene  before  him ; 
the  staff  involuntarily  kept  time  to  the  music : 
"^The  spirit  seemed  willing,  but  the  flesh  was 
weak." 

As  we  proceeded  along  the  street,  for  several 
cu&dras,  or  squares,  we  saw  many  figures  and 
customs  which  to  us  were  entirely  new.  The 
flat  roofs,  the  abrupt  termination  of  the  walls 
above,  the  faded  green  balconies,  the  great 
doorways  and  grated  windows,  and  the  dingy 
white  scaly  waUs,  gave  an  impression  of  pover- 
ty and  seclusion.  The  windows  are  large,  and 
secured  on  the  outside  with  vertical  iron  bars, 
placed  about  four  inches  asunder;  the  lower 
part  is  shut  on  the  inside  with  a  dose  trellis, 
generally  painted  green.  From  the  window 
projecting  a  few  inches  on  the  street,  and  the 
walls  being  very  thick,  the  sill  is  broad.  Behind 
the  trellis,  which  hides  the  interior  of  the  house 
from  passers-by,  we  saw  females  seated  on  the 
broad  sill,  with  their  feet  drawn  up,  and  dresses 
loose,  smoking  cigars,  and  peeping  into  the 
street.  The  balconies  were  occupied  by  females 
similarly  engaged.  As  we  rode  along,  we  met 
water-carriers  riding  on  donkeys,  officers  in  gay 
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uniforms,  friars  of  several  orders,  women  in 
saya  y  manto — in  short,  so  many  sights  new 
and  strange  to  us,  that  the  attention  could  not 
rest  long  enough  on  any  one  to  register  its 
peculiarities  in  the  mind. 

We  found  comfortable  lodgings,  not  far 
from  the  plaza,  at  a  hotel  kept  by  an  obliging 
French  woman. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

m 

History  of  the  Founding  of  Lima. 

EvBRr  circumstance  connected  with  the 
founding  of  a  new  empire  is  more  or  less  in- 
teresting. It  is  curious  to  see  the  anticipations 
of  greatness  displayed  by  the  founders  in  the 
care  and  exactness  observed  in  the  planting  of 
great  cities.  Francisco  Pizarro,  the  conqueror 
of  Peru,  looked  forward,  no  doubt,  with  feel- 
ings of  exalted  interest,  to  the  day  when  "  the 
City  of  Kings"  should  be  as  magnificent  as 
its  name  portended;  and  when  he  traced  the 
streets  and  squares  of  the  metropolis  of  the 
empire  he  had  won,  he  felt  that  his  name 
would  pass  to  future  ages  with  that  of  the 
dty  he  planned. 

Where  the  capital  should  be  placed  was  a 
question   not   hastily   decided   upon.     Several 
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situations  were  tried  and  abandoned,  for  want 
of  those  conveniences  and  resources  required 
by  the  inhabitants  of  a  great  city. 

In  the  year  1533,  the  site  of  an  Indian  village 
called  Jauja,  anciently  Xauxa,  which  is  about 
forty  leagues  east  of  Lima,  was  selected  as  the 
capital  of  conquered  Peru.  In  the  first  few 
months,  a  university  and  several  public  in- 
stitutions were  founded.  In  order  to  have  a 
sea-port  for  this  city,  Pizarro  despatched  Don 
Nicolas  de  Ribera,  as  captain  and  lieutenant- 
general,  to  take  possession  of  Pachacamac  in 
the  name  of  the  king,  and  to  leave  population 
enough  on  the  coast  to  form  a  town.  The 
execution  of  this  order  gave  birth  to  the  town 
of  Sangallan,  thirty-five  leagues  to  the  south  of 
Lima,  and  near  Canete.  On  the  S9th  of 
November  1584,  the  situation  of  Jauja  having 
been  found  not  adapted  for  the  metropolis, 
an  order  was  obtained,  in  consequence  of  a 
petition  from   the   Cabildo  and  the  Alcaldes, 

to  move  the  city  to  Sangallan.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  ten  or  twelve  days  they  became 
dissatisfied  with  this  change,  and  leaving  thirty 
men  in  Sangallan,  marched  to  the  village  of 
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Pachacamac.  Here  they  found  some  advan- 
tages and  many  inconyeniences  for  the  location 
of  their  city,  and  while  discussing  the  matter 
amongst  themselves,  the  valley  of  Rimac  was 
suggested  as  being  an  advantageous  position  for 
the  projected  capital.  Pizarro  then  appointed 
three  commissioners,  Rui  Diaz,  Juan  Tello,  and 
Alonzo  Martin  de  Don  Benito,  to  go,  with 
a  cacique  of  Rimac,  and  examine  the  valley. 
The  order  to  the  commissioners  is  dated  Pacha- 
camac, January  8th,  1535.  At^the  end  of  six 
days,  having  considered  the  several  points,  of 
the  vicinity  of  the  sea,  the  proximity  of  the 
river,  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  amenity 
of  the  skies,  they  returned,  and  reported  that 
they  had  selected  an  advantageous  position  for 
the  founding  of  a  capital. 

On  the  18th  day  of  January  1535,  the  city 
of  Lima  was  founded,  under  the  name  of  *'  La 
Ciudad  de  los  Reyes;"  suggested,  as  many 
suppose,  from  the  foundation  being  laid  on  the 
day  of  the  Epiphany.*     As  the  Spaniards  in  all 

*  Herrera  follows  Garcilaso,  and  says  that  Lima  was 
founded  on  the  day  of  the  Epiphany ;  butCalancha,  Montalvo, 
and  other  writers,  who  are  generally  followed,  state  that  it 
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of  die  Christian  religion, 
dieiiluaand  gme- 
laL  jkam  of  tk^  cirr,  bid  widi  his  own  hands 

of  a  diaich.  which  he  dedi- 
»  Oto-  Ljdhr  cf  the  ABomption :  this 
dbmch  »  mam  the  caihediai  of  Lima.  Bat 
F}fie  Fsd  UL  hmog  giren  the  ame  title  to 
cfaozch  ia  Csacuc  deificJlfd  this  to  St.  John 


TW  wixd  Riaoac  wk  changed  to  Lima  by 
die  ^aninEds^  fiom  the  then  prevailing  habit 
rf  ciaaybwBdHi^  in  prammdatian,  tfie  R  and 


Harie^  fimided  the  citr,  Piaano  petitioned 
the  Eaapfrar  Claries  V.  to  assign  to  it  a  ooat 
Of  anrs;.  He  gaxe  the  three  crowns  and  the 
:$tar  of  the  magi,  with  the  two  eagles  and 
mtunuK  of  the  Phts  Lltra«  and  the  two  letters, 
L  K  «  the  initiak  of  Juana  and  Carlos. 

When  the  citr  was  founded,  only  twdve 
Spaniards  were  present ;  but  in  the  course  of 
a  l^w  diTs*  thirty  came  fiom   Sangallan,  and 


ott  tbe  iSdi  of  Jwmrr,  the  annirenarj  of  the  fetti- 
tal  0*  St.  PHcrs  chair,     \~ide  Frener's  Vojige. 


VALLEY   OF    RIMAC.  369 

Others  from  Jauja,  increasing  the  number  to 

seventy. 

The  valley  of  Rimac  was  inhabited^  previous 
to  the  conquest,  by  the  subjects  of  the  Grand 
ChimUy  who  was  conquered  by  the  Inca  Yupan- 
qui.  In  this  valley  were  many  large  Huacas, 
of  which  there  are  extensive  remains  to  this 
day.  The  Huaca  of  Rimac,  or  "  the  God  that 
speaks/'  was  near  the  garden  or  orchard  of  the 
convent  of  Santo  Domingo,  formerly  called 
La  chacra  de  Rimactanpu,  now  Limatamho. 
The  term  Rimac  is  the  opposite  of  Pachacamac^ 
which  designates  the  God  who  created  the 
world  and  gave  life  to  the  universe,  but  who 
was  never  heard  nor  seen.  The  ruins  of  the 
temple  of  Pachacamac  still  remain,  and  are 
visited  by  all  travellers  in  Peru.  It  is  supposed 
by  some  that  the  valley  Rimac  derived  its 
name  from  the  noise  made  by  the  river  in  its 
brawling  course ;  but  the  Fray  Calancha  tells 
us,  that  he  inquired  of  an  old  Indian  who  was 
governor  of  Magdalena,  why  they  called  it 
Rimac.  He  replied,  "Art  thou,  perchance, 
one  of  those  who  believe  that  it  is  so  called  on 
account   of  the  river?     The  God  whom  my 
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tlms  naiifd,  because  he 
answered  their  qoestioiiSy 
known  of  tfie  Huaca  of  Pa- 
dKrefne.  in  hoDoar  of  their 
god.  tkc^  oled  his  ynOer  Sinac*  This  ex- 
pfaHMHB  «iB  never  eontradBcted  by  any  one 
of  the  MUBT  Twfiaw  of  whom  Cahmrhs  asked 
die  iBomnp  of  tk^  term. 

TW  dbovY  accomit  b  gi^en  on  the  auth<Hrity 
of  Fianeboo  Antonio  Montalvoi,  (Life  of  Santo 
Tombing  writUai  in  16SS,  and  panted  by  the 
lauuuement  of  Doctor  Don  Juan  Francisco  de 
VdOadolid^  under  the  title  of  »  Albores  del  Sol 
dd  Xoevo  Mundo;"^  of  Fray  Antonio  de  k 
Cabncha,  i'^Choionica  del  Orden  de  San  Au- 
gustin  O  of  Gaicilaso,(**Comentario8Reales;'^ 
of  Antonio  de  Herrera,  (^  HisUma  de  his  In- 
diasO  and  of  Pteralta,  C'Lama  Fundada,  o' 
Conquista  del  Peru^"  an  ^ic  poem,  printed  at 
Lama,  1732). 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Topography  and  Climate  of  Limaw— Plan  and  Divisions  of 
the  City. — ^Walls. — Distribution  of  Property. — Population. 
->  Religious  Communities. 

Lima,  or,  as  it  is  now  occasionally  styled  in 
tbe  grandiloquence  inherited  from  the  '  father 
land,'  "City  of  the  Free,"  is  built  on  the 
southern  bank  of  the  river  Rimac,  which  sepa- 
lates  it  from  the  suburb  of  San  Lazaro.     It  is 
sheltered  to  the  north  and  east  by  the  hills  of 
Amancaes  and  San  Cristoval,  which  may  be 
considered  as  mount^n  spurs  of  the  Andes,  the 
great  chain  of  which  runs,  north  and  south, 
about  twenty  leagues  east  'of  the  dty.    When 
the  sky  is  dear,  their  snowy  peaks  are  seen,  not 
only  from  Lima,  but  from  a  long  distance  at 
sea.     San  Cristoval  rises  1170  feet,  and  Aman- 
caes 2560  feet,  above  the  level  of  the  ocean.* 

*  Unanu^.     Observaciones  sobre  el  clima  de  Lima.    Ma- 
drid, 1815. 
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The  CTOfis  erected  od  tfie  smnmit  of  San 
Cristorml  is  to  oommemonte  a  signal  victory 
gained  over  the    Indians    by  the  Spaniards, 
through    the    miraculous   aid    of   that    saint 
About  two  years  after  the  founding  of  lama, 
there  was  a  general  rise  of  the  Indians  through- 
out Peru.     Cuzoo  was  besieged,  and  sev^[ity 
thousand  Indians  occupied  the  northern  bank 
of  the  Rimac     In  order  to  be  free  from  the 
action  of  the  Spanish  cavalry,  the  great  body 
of  the  Peruvian  army  was  stationed  on  the  hill 
in   question,      \^^enever  they  poured  down 
the  lull  to  the  attack,  the  river  suddenly  rose, 
and  many  were  drowned ;  but  when  the  Span- 
iards   advanced,    commending  themselves,  as 
they  rushed  forward,  to  the  care  of  San  Cristo- 
val  and  Santiago,  the  waters  remained  shallow, 
to  the  great  dismay  of  their  enemies ;  '*  being  to 
them,*"  says  Garcilaso,  "  what  the  Red  Sea  was 
to  the  Philistines.^* 

To  the  south. and  west,  Lima  is  open  to  the 
breezes  which  blow  from  that  quarter  over  the 
bosom  of  the  Pacific,  cooling  the  air  of  summer, 
and  clearing  away  the  fogs  and  mists  which 
hang  heavy  over  the  city  in  the  winter. 

*  Garcilaso^  Comentarios  Reales.    Lib.  2,  ciqp.  28. 
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From  the  stone  bridge,  built  in  1610,  over 
the  river,  is  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Rimac, 
which  in  winter  is  but  a  brawling  brook,  split 
into  streams  by  a  number  of  pebbly  islands, 
which  sprinkle  its  bed ;  while  in  summer,  when 
it  is  swollen  by  the  melting  snows  of  the  Cor- 
dOleras,  it  rushes  impetuously  to  the  sea.     On 
the  left  bank,  looking  to  the  southward,  are 
seen  the  Alameda  del  Acho,  and  the  snowy 
peaks  of  the  Andes,  towering  far  above  the 
cross  of  San  Cristoval ;  on  the  right  are  the 
Convent  of  San  Francisco,  with  its  garden  and 
out-buildings,  and  beyond  the  precincts  of  the 
city,  the  Pantheon,  half  hidden  amidst  gardens 
and  trees.     The  view  is  closed  by  mountains 
rising  one  above  the  other,  till  the  most  distant 
seem  to  support  the  blue  vault.     To  the  north- 
ward, the  eye  is  lost  amongst  valleys  and  hills, 
and  to  the  west,  the  immense  Padtic  expands 
away  till  it  meets  the  arching  sky. 

The  cUmate  of  Lima  is  perhaps  the  most 
flattering  m  the  world.  The  soil  and  skies 
have  been  themes  of  praise  both  with  historians 
and  poets. 


874  THREE  YEARS  IN  THE  PACIFIC. 

**  En  su  horizonte  el  Sol  todo  es  Aurora ; 
Eterna  el  tiempo  todo  es  primavera ; 
Solo  88  risa  del  cielo  cada  hora ; 
Cada  mes  es  cuenta  de  la  esphera : 
Son  cada  viento  un  halito  de  Flora, 
Cada  arroyo  una  Musa  lisonjera ; 
Y  los  vergeles,  que  el  confin  le  debe, 
Nubes  fragantes  con  que  al  cielo  Uueye  I*  ^ 

This  valley  may  be  said  to  enjoy  an  eteraal 
spring,  for  vegetation  and  fructification  are  con- 
stantly going  forward ;  we  see  in  the  same  gar- 
den, cme  tree  putting  forth  its  tender  blosscHns^ 
while  another  is  bending  beieath  its  matured 
fruit,    and   both    phenomena    are    sometimes 
seen  upon  the  branches  of  the  same  plant 
Wherever  water  reaches  it,  the  soil,  though  not 
deep,  is  abundantly  prolific.    The  atmoq>hare 
is  cloudy  and  humid,  yet  it  may  be  said  with 
propriety  that  it  never  rains !     The  vapours 
raised  ftom  the  ocean  by  the  power  of  the  sun, 
form  an  awning  over  the  dty  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  day.     Daybreak  is  accompanied 
with  a  dense  fog,  which  conceals  objects  that 
are  but  a  short  distance  from  the  eye.    As  the 
sun  climbs  the  heavens,  the  fog  rises,  discover- 

*  Peralta.    Lima  Fundada,  o*  Conqui&ta  del  Peru.     Tom. 
ii.  p.  289,  cant  8,  st.  iii.     Lima,  1732. 
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iflg  the  surrounding  country,  and  at  midday 
the  dear  blue  sky  Inreaks  for  a  short  time  upon 
the  sight.  As  the  sun  declines,  the  azure  be- 
comes gradually  obscured  by  clouds.  At  night 
the  gentle  breezes  of  the  south  urge  on  more 
vapours  to  supply  those  of  the  preceding  day. 

Such  is  the  successive  change,  except  for  a 
few  days  in  midsummer,  when  it  is  cloudless, 
and  a  few  in  the  depth  of  winter,  when  there  is 
a  constant  mist.  The  thermometer  (F.)  ranges 
fimn  SV,  the  coolest,  to  81^  the  warmest  day  in 
the  year,  and  rarely  travels  beyond  those  limits. 
The  barometer  usually  stands  at  twenty-seven 
inches  four  lines,  varying  only  from  two  to 
four  lines,  through  the  year.*  This  atmo- 
q[>here  is  seldom  changed  or  renovated,  because 
thunder,  lightning,  and  tempests  are  almost 
unknown  on  the  sea  board,  yet  their  place 
is  awfully  filled  by  frequent  and  sometimes 
terrible  earthquakes !  In  the  mountains,  how- 
ever, amidst  the  lofty  peaks  of  the  Cordilleras, 
terrific  storms,  accompanied  by  thunder  and 
lightning,  are  not  unfrequent;  the  glow  of 
lightning  is  occasionally  perceived  from  the 

•  Unanu^. 
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coast  From  six  to  twdve,  or  even  more, 
alight  earthquakes  are  fdt  annually ;  but  the 
great  concussions  seem  to  observe  a  periodical 
return  at  the  end  ci  about  a  half  century. 

The  foUowing  table  of  earthquakes  whidi 
have  occurred  since  the  c<Hiquest,  at  Quito, 
Arequipa,  and  Lima,  seems  to  confirm  this 
statement.  It  is  taken  from  Dr.  Unanud's  ex- 
cellent work  on  the  climate  already  referred  to. 

ArequipA.  Lima.  Quito. 

1582.  1586.  1587. 

1604.  leaa  1645. 

1687.  1687.  1698. 
1715.  1746.  1757. 
1784.         1806.         1797. 

The  year  is  divided  into  two  seasons,  summer 
and  winter.  Towards  the  dose  of  April  the 
fogs  become  dense,  and  cover  the  sky,  day  and 
night ;  the  mists  commence,  and  continue  in 
damp  years,  without  interruption,  till  the  sun 
approaches  the  solstice,  when  the  days  become 
clear  and  warm  ;  the  vapours  are  dissipated,  and 
we  have  the  "  veranito  de  San  Juan** — the  little 
summer  of  St.  John,  answering  to  the  Indian 
summer  of  the  autumn  in  the  United  States. 
This  passes  away,  and  in  the  months  of  July 
and  August  prevail  the  heavy  mists,  called,  in 
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the  native  language  of  the  Incas^  gdrua^  and  by 
foreigners,  ironically,  "  Peruvian  dew."  The 
weather  is  then  cool,  but  fires  are  never  required 
to  sit  by,  though  the  necessity  of  them  is  some- 
tunes  discussed  by  strangers. 

Why  it  never  rains  in  Lima,  nor  along  the 
coast,  from  lat,  6"*  south  to  23"*  south,  may  be 
thus  explained.    The  aqueous  vapours  constant- 
ly raised  from  the  Pacific,  immediately  after 
formation,  are  attracted  by  the  mountains,  or 
forced  there  by  the  prevailing  winds,  but,  in- 
stead of  bursting  in  showers,  undergo  a  sort  of 
leakage,  because  the  clouds  float  so  low  that 
the  minute  particles  of  mist  do  not  fall  far 
enough  to  form  distinct  drops.     Yet  this  may 
be  owing  rather  to  the  electrical  condition  and 
relations  of  the  mountains  and  valleys,  than  to 
an  attracting  power.     However,  the  phenome- 
non ceases  in  the  western  regions,  beyond  the 
influence  of  the  Cordilleras.     It  has  been  re- 
marked by  Dr.  Unanu^  that  the  great  rains  of 
the  Andes  are  the  result  of  the  vaporization  of 
the  Pacific;  and   that,   as  a  consequence,  are 
formed  the  great  rivers  emptying  into  the  At- 
lantic ;  thus,  through  the  air,  by  the  interven- 
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tiooof  die  monntams  die  former  becomes  a 
Inbataiy  to  die  htter  oeeaa.  The  hirt\k  of  tbe 
A"***^^*^  and  die  La  Plata  may  have  been  die 
iiuD  of  die  £ibled  land  of  Adands. 

NoCwidtftanding  diat  it  is  so  agreeable  to 
the  xoaes,  the  dimate  of  Lama  u  eDervatiog ; 
and,  previous  to  arrBmatioii,  fMcigiiCTs  are  very 
obiMuaous  to  dispasps  of  tbe  Uver  and  digestive 
organs^  £Hrwluch»*in  many  instances,  nodiing 
is  eflfectnal  but  dianging  it  for  the  more  genial 
skies  of  Chile. 

Lima  is  kid  out  in  equal  squares  of  four 
hundred  fee^  divided  by  streets  thirty-diree 
and  a  half  feet  wide^  whidi  intersect  each  other 
at  ri^t  angles.  The  coutks  of  the  streets  do 
not  follow  the  cardinal  points,  but  vary  from 
east  to  south-east ;  **  a  jNrecaution  taken  by  the 
founder/  says  the  poet  Valdes,  ^  that  the  walls 
might  cast  a  shade  both  in  the  mwning  and 
afternoon."  Including  thirty  in  the  suburb 
called  £1  Cercado,  the  dty  contained  in  1791 
no  less  than  two  hundred  and  nine  squares, 
and  three  hundred  and  fifty^ve  streets.*  Since 
that  time  little  or  no  improvem^it  has  been 

*  Mercurio  Periian<H  voL  L  p.  90. 


PLAN   OF  THE  CITY.  879 

made ;  not  a  single  new  dwelling  having  been 
built  within  the  walls  during  the  last  thirty 
years. 

Through  the  centre  of  nearly  all  the  streets 
runs  a  stream  of  water,  three  feet  wide,  which 
is  a  sort  of  doax  or  receptacle  for  all  kinds  of 
filth  thrown  out  from  private  dwellings.  The 
itreeta  are  paved  with  round  pebbles^  and  the 
narrow  trottoir  with  flat  stones,  in  such  bad  re- 
{Mdr,  however,  that  it  is  painful  for  the  feet  of 
the  stranger  who  presses  them.  This  plan  ex- 
tends to  the  suburb  of  San  Lazaro,  which  is 
separated  from  the  city  proper  by  the  Rimac 
It  contains  the  Plaza  del  Acho,  or  bull-ring,  the 
Alameda  del  Acho,  and  the  Alameda  de  los 
Descalzos,  which  was  finished  in  1611,  during 
the  viceroyship  of  the  Marques  de  Monte  Claros. 

The  city  is  divided  into  four  quarteles,  and 
each  one  of  these  into  thirty-five  barrios.  For 
each  barrio  an  alcalde,  a  functionary  similar 
to  a  Philadelphia  magistrate,  is  selected  from 
amongst  its  inhabitants.  The  clerical  division 
is  into  eight  parishes. 

The  houses  are  generally  of  one  story,  yet 
these  are  many  dwellings  of  two,  which,  for 
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■id  ma^nifioenoe,  are  comparable  to 
The  waDs  are  ai  mud  and  cut  straw, 
walked  up  together,  moulded  into  large-sized 
fantksy  dried  in  the  sun.  That  the  walls  may 
be  more  capable  oi  leasting  the  frequent  earth- 
qiBikes^  stout  |Meoes  of  timber  are  worked  in 
them ;  and  when  a  seocmd  story  is  raised,  it  is 
OLiastracted  of  stout  sfiit  reeds,  wattled  to- 
gether, and  then  plastered  ot»  with  mud. 
The  roofs  are  flat,  made  c£  mats,  covered  over 
with  an  inch  or  two  of  earth,  enough  to  absorb 
the  gmrmm  which  falls  during  the  winter.  From 
a  height  the  dty  resembles  a  vast  ruin;  tiie 
ti^  of  the  houses  look  as  if  they  were  covered 
with  ashes,  and  the  number  of  buzzards  stalk- 
ing solemnly  ot»  every  building  serves  to  en- 
hance the  impression. 

The  whitewashed  fronts  of  the  houses  present 
a  puertacalle,  or  great  doorway,  opening  into  a 
patio,  across  which  are  seen  the  windows  and 
entrance  to  the  drawing-room,  or  sometimes  to 
the  sala.  The  windows  are  without  shutters, 
and  till  of  late  years  were  without  glass  or  sash ; 
in  their  place  are  substituted  "  rejas,"  which  are 
fancifully-formed  gratings  of  iron,  sometimes 


HOUSES.  381 

beautifully  gilt.  Very  few  houses  have  win- 
dows opening  from  the  lower  story  into  the 
street.  Heavy  dose  balconies,  resembling 
great  boxes,  jut  out  over  the  great  doorway  : 
they  are  generally  green,  but  so  seldom  painted 
that  they  look  sad  and  dingy.  The  walls  ter- 
minate abruptly  on  top,  without  cornice  or 
finish  of  any  kind,  except  in  some  of  the  best 
houses  and  public  buildings.  When  the  puerta- 
calle  opens  on  a  dead  wall,  as  is  the  case  in 
many  parts  of  the  city,  a  landscape  or  some 
perspective  view  is  painted  on  it  to  relieve  the 
eye.  Nevertheless,  the  appearance  of  the 
streets  is  dull  and  mean. 

The  interior  structure  is  light  and  airy,  and 
well  adapted  to  the  climate.  The  various  rooms 
are  distributed  round  courts,  which  are  sur- 
rounded by  corridors  when  there  are  two  stories, 
accessible  from  the  patio  by  a  broad  stair.  All 
the  rooms  are  lofty.  For  the  admission  of 
light  and  air,  they  have  square  windows  near 
the  ceiling,  closed  by  rough  inside  shutters, 
controlled  by  cords,  terminated  with  tassels, 
which  hang  from  spring-latches  into  the  room. 
The  joists  or  rafters  which  support  the  roof  or 
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■  k  mar  be,  arre  curved  and  varnished. 
1^  flooD  are  genciallj  made  of  aqoare  earthen 
in  the  bcH  hooK^  of  Dutch  tiles^  w- 
with  dnningjiw  The  walls  are  white* 
;  within  a  few  years,  however,  some  are 
|M|ifiril,  «id  in  the  dwdfings  of  the  wealthy, 
tapertned  villi  damask.  Some  houses  have 
two  or  three  oomti^  with  eomdoffs  communica- 
tii^  one  with  the  other. 

Almost  every  house  has  a  stream  of  water 
running  through  it,  which  is  used  for  domestic 
purposes.  Gardens  are  rara  Though  the  U- 
manians  are  passionately  fond  of  flowers,  they 
sddom  attempt  anything  farther  in  this  way 
than  the  cultivation  of  a  few  choice  plants — 
mostly  bulbs  —  which  are  displayed  in  pots 
around  the  corridcNrs. 

The  cdty  is  surrounded  by  a  parapet  wall, 
about  seven  miles  in  circuit,  and  pierced  by  six 
gates.  It  is  from  eighteen  to  twenty-five  feet 
high,  and  about  nine  feet  thick.  It  is  defended 
by  thirty-five  bastions,  each  flank  being  ninety 
feet  perpendicular  to  the  curtain,  and  the  face 
about  sixty  yards,  making  the  angle  of  the 
ep€tule  one  hundred  and  thirty  degrees.   Except 
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at  some  of  the  bastions,  the  wall  is  too  narrow 
/or  the  mounting  of  artillery,  which  leads  us  to 
Appose  that  it  was  constructed  to  guard  against 
incorsions  of  the  Indians.  They  are  without 
/oM^  or  outworks,  and  their  top  is  a  very  fre- 
quent promenade  for  foreigners,  but  natives 
sddom  resort  to  them.  They  were  built  about 
ihe  year  1685,  during  the  viceroy  ship  of  the 
Duke  de  la  Palata,  by  Don  Juan  Ramond,  a 
Flemish  priest. 

In  I79I9  the  property  of  Lim&  was  distri- 
buted and  owned  as  follows : — 


91 

belonged 

to 

The  King. 

862 

€€ 

« 

Convents. 

216 

t€ 

(i 

Monasteries. 

17 

(i 

« 

Holy  Inquisition. 

103 

« 

« 

Hospitals. 

24 

(( 

i( 

Holy  places. 

157 

(( 

it 

Brotherhoods. 

29 

(( 

€< 

CoUeges. 

187 

t€ 

it 

Clerigos. 

61 

U 

(C 

Private  religiosos 

29 

U 

« 

Individual  nuns. 

2797 

€€ 

« 

Individuals. 

Total,  8941 

It  will  be  seen  on  examination  of  the  above 
list,  that  nearly  one-third  of  the  property  be- 
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«f  the  population  of  li 
1«HL  when  h  cmudoed  14^ 
Tlbe  fiilkmiDg  is  the  oensus 


h=i. 


WIS  rr«>  50»  37Di  1442  17, 

:<L-f      yfL^  »4  «3i  ai»'  KB;  s, 

lisr    :jiie  txt  rsz  t*  3m'  4, 

i'JV    r^rr  i^M^  i^o  iss:  482i  8, 

:s;»:    1:4*  rrs  tss  ts;  40s.  ^ 

"^      »:^  M»  290.  4^  iffii  % 

T*         *:  IT  15  s  13 

1I3»     UCtf  «Ii  U»  laS  174  3; 

414  1S5  117  ifi^  43  1. 
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1  Women.       24.614  j 


(  Men.  991  |      ^ 

RelieHXK  protessors.    ^  .^  ^.^  r      1,647. 

^  (Women,  6a6  J 

LiTing  in  religious  f  Men.  1,564  \      « 104 

communities,  i  Women.  1,620  J 

^      ,  f>'«'^  25,737 1    ^^^^ 

T-^  {women,  26,890 1   ^^^^^ 

The  population  since  1790  has  probably  i 
creased  one-fifth ;  so  that  the  dty  now  conta 
by  estimate  40»000  inhabitants.     This  decre 


M 

« 

1614, 

it 

M 

1700, 

M 

C« 

1740, 

(i 

« 

1755, 

K 

€i 

1781, 

M 

€t 

1790, 
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iDurt  be  referred  to  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
which  carried  off  many  in  the  battle-fields ; 

others  remoyed  to  Spain  rather  than  join  the 

patriot  cause. 

Papulation  of  Lima, 

In  the  year  1600,         14,262        ^*»"".e. 

25,455         11,193 
37,259         1 1,804 

60,000  22,741  Decrease. 

54,000  6,000 

60,000  6,000 

52,627  7,373 

The  earthquake  of  1746,  and  the  epidemic 
diseases  which  followed,  caused  a  decrease  of 
6,000  in  the  population.  From  the  repugnance 
of  the  lower  orders  to  give  the  true  number  of 
thdr  families,  supposing  that  the  census  is  for 
the  purpose  of  levying  new  taxes,  it  is  presum- 
ed that  the  above  numbers  are  rather  under 
than  beyond  the  truth. 

ReUgious  Communities. 

Orden  of  Frian.  Homes.  Number. 

Benitos,  1  12 

Geronimos,  1  3 

(^Mendicants.) 

Dominicans,  4  272 


Carried  forward,         6  287 

VOL.  I.  2  c 
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Broi^fat  forward. 


Mi»ioiiaries  oiOcop^L, 
Aogustms, 


MininMMy 

San  Joan  de  Dios, 

(Reffmliar  elerpyJ) 
Agonigantes, 

(Ctmffreffoiiom.) 
S.  Felipe  Neri, 

Total, 


6 

2 
1 

3 
3 

1 
I 


60 

4 
227 


1 


20 


64 
53 

88 

94 
1347 


The  above  numbers  indude  noviciates, 
vants,  and  slaves. 


Olden  of  Nns. 

Houn. 

Nmnber. 

Bemardasy 

1 

157 

Domlnicas, 

2 

225 

Franciscas  Claras, 

I 

244 

Capuchlnas, 

1 

39 

Concebldas, 

1 

260 

Do.        Descalzas, 

1 

155 

Augustinas, 

2 

268 

Carmelitas  Descalzas, 

2 

88 

Do.  Nazarinas  Descalzas,  I 

47 

Trinitarias, 

1 

53 

Mercedirias, 

1 

49 

14 


1585 
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OnknofNona. 

HOQMt. 

Numbc 

Beatarias.* 

DomtnicEBy 

I 

58 

Franciscas, 

1 

63 

Do.        Idc 

lias, 

1 

47 

AinparadaA  y 

Reco^das, 

1 

147 

4 

310 

The  above  numbers  include  novices,  nuns, 
servants,  and  slaves. 

Since  this  enumeration  was  made  (1791),  per- 
haps the  number  of  nuns  and  friars  has  de- 
creased one-fifth.f 

*  Those  females  who  devote  their  lives  to  religion  and 
charity,  but  without  binding  themselves  to  seclusion,  are 
*  termed  Beatas. 

t  Vide  Mercurio  Peruano,  Vol.  I. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Plaza. — Portiles. — Palace. — Cathedral.  — Archbishop's  Pki- 
lace.^— Fountains^ — The  Flaza  by  Day,  and  by  Nights — 
S^^arr^ros. — ^Picintes. — Barquillos. — ^Ice. 

The  great  square  of  Lima,  in  ancient  times 
the  Plaza  Real,  now  Plaza  de  la  Independencia, 
suggests  a  thousand  associations.  Here  Pizarro 
drew  the  plan  of  this  metropolis  ;  here  be  laid 
the  comer  stone  of  the  cathedral,  the  first 
building  in  the  ''  City  of  Kings  ;**  here  be  saw 
the  town-house  and  palace  rise ;  within  a  few 
yards  of  this  spot  he  lost  his  life,  and  not  &t 
off  now  rest  his  bones  !  Here,  too,  San  Mar- 
tin proclaimed  liberty  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
Bolivar  was  honoured  and  contemned.  Here 
Torre  Tagle  ordered  the  national  hymn  to  be 
sung  by  young  girls,  assembled  from  the  several 
schools,  on  every  Sunday  morning !     For  three 
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buodred  years  the  plaza  has  been,  by  turns, 
the  scene  of  business,  of  religious  processions, 
of  amatory  intrigues,  of  festivities,  and  of  public 
executions !— and  will  probably  continue  so  to 
be.  The  customs  of  Lima  are  now  too  old  and 
too  deeply  rooted  soon  to  change ! 

On  the  east  side  of  the  plaza  are  the  Cathe- 
dral and  Archbishop's  palace,  part  of  which  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Peruvian  Senate.  On 
the  north  is  what  was  once  Pizarro's  palace ;  on 
the  west  are  the  house  of  the  Cabildo,  or 
municipality,  the  prison,  and  the  offices  of  the 
Escribanos,  or  scriveners ;  on  the  south  is  the 
Pcnrtdl  de  los  6otin6ros ;  and  in  the  centre  stands 
a  brazen  fountain,  which  was  once  glittering 
with  gold. 

The  Portal  de  los  Botin^ros,  and  that  of  the 
Escribanos,  are  covered  walks  extending  along 
two  sides  of  the  plaza,  supporting  a  second 
story  of  irregular  balconies  on  arches  and  colon- 
nades of  brick.  Beneath  the  first  are  fancy 
stores;  and  against  the  colonnades  are  placed,  in 
the  daytime,  the  tables  and  apparatus  of  fringe- 
makers,  of  lace-makers,  of  button-makers  (and 
hence  the  name  of  this  one),  cases  of  small 
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the  Pottfl  de  lo6  Escribanos 

notarieflr  offices, 
flie  enes  and  tables  of 
€r  penMnent  pedlars, 
of  al  tfHT  a  seamstiesa  can  want 
iK  the  mar  of  tlRad,  needles,  ribands,  uid  tape. 
TW  tdUes  asid  anniiigi  of  tbeae  tmdeta,  who. 
leaoire  tkem  at  nanset,  extend  over  neaify  one* 
tfcnd  ef  the  planL  The  upper  stxxy  of  the 
*  Bnttwi  mall  if  Fortiea''  is  oecii|Med  by  pri- 
Tate  fcnwKfs  Both  poitfles  are  paved  with 
smaD  pehUes  and  the  ends  of  kgJiones,  dis- 
triiniled  so  as  to  fionn  various  figures. 

The  Cathednd  is  a  noUe  edifice  of  one 
hundred  and  e^ty^-six  feet  fiont  by  three 
hundred  and  twenty  deep.  The  front  presents 
three  great  doors,  whidi  open  upcm  a  broad 
terrace,  and  above  them  an  ecdesiastic  coat 
of  anns.  These  are  supported  by  Corinthian 
eolonms  and  figures  of  saints.  At  each  comer 
is  a  tower,  rising  neariy  two  hundred  feet  £rom 
its  base,  whidi  is  fwty  feet  They  are  octa- 
gonal, ornamented  with  Corinthian  columns, 
cornices,  ovals,  sodes,  and  mouldings  ;  the  whole 
is  surmounted  by  a  gilt  ball,  and  an  iron  cross 
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twelve  ISeet  high.  The  towers  were  thrown 
dowB  by  the  earthquake  of  174i6,  and  rebuilt  in 
1800.  During  188S  the  pyramids  and  cupolas 
on  their  summits  ware  painted,  and  the  balls 
^ded.  In  the  belfries  there  are  three  large 
fine^toned  beUs,  besides  several  smaller  ones. 
The  kfgesty  called  La  Cantabria,  weighs  810 
quintals ;  the  second.  La  Puridma,  166  quintals ; 
and  the  third.  La  Antigua,  56  quintals. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Cathedral,  corre- 
sponding to  it  in  architecture,  is  a  small  church, 
surmounted  with  a  low  cupola  and  cross,  term- 
ed the  Sagrario.  Adjoining  to  it  is  the  Arch- 
bishop's palace.  It  is  two  stories  high,  and  the 
front  wall  is  crowned  with  a  balustrade  and 
urns.  Like  the  dwellings  of  Lima,  it  is  dis- 
figured by  a  close  jutting  balcony. 

Beneath  the  terrace  of  the  Cathedral  are 
several  small  shoemakers'  shops,  called  Los 
Cqones  de  los  Cabachuelos. 

The  palace  occupies  the  whole  north  side  of 
the  plaza.  It  presents  an  irregular,  mean,  half 
biroken-down  row,  of  two  stories  high.  The 
kywer  one  is  occupied  by  shops,  in  which  are 
sold  hardware,  twine,  sulphur,  wax,  and  books ; 
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and  almost  every  one  has  the  same  asisprtmeiit. 
From  no  very  distant  resemblance.  tQ.  cbuge 
boxes,  this  row  has  acquired  the  name  of  Xx)s 
Cajones  de  la  Ribera.  Coarse  unUeached  awn- 
ings are  propped  out  over  them  to  protect  the»r 
goods  from  the  sun.  The  second  story  is  a 
kind  of  opai  gallery,  called  La  GakfSa  de 
Palacio.  A  side  entrance  leads  from  the  plaza 
into  one  of  the  great  patios,  through  which 
it  is  supposed  Almagro's  party  entered  when 
Fizarro  was  slain. 

In  the  centre  of  the  square,  on  a  level  table 
of  masonry,  forty  feet  on  each  side,  and  raised 
three  feet,  having  drains  around  it  for  canying 
off  the  superabundant  water,  is  placed  the  great 
reservoir  of  the  beautiful  fountain  of  Lima.  It 
is  twenty-four  feet  in  diameter,  and  about 
three  feet  deep.  It  is  crowned  by  eight  lions, 
with  a  griffin  at  the  feet  of  each,  and  is  orna- 
mented exteriorly  with  mouldings  and  flowers 
in  semi-relief,  and  interiorly  the  sides  and 
bottom  are  glazed.  In  the  centre  of  this  re* 
servoir  is  a  pedestal  eighteen  feet  high,  oom-r 
posed  of  three  parts,  which  supports  a  second 
basin,  eight  feet  in  diameter.     Around  it  are 
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eqfht  ^ntesque  masks,  firom  the  mouths  of 
which'  'the  water  is  jetted  into  the  reservoir 
Mow.  A  oolumn,  two  feet  in  diameter  and 
five  feet  high,  adorned  with  foliage  in  relief, 
rises  out  of  the  seccmd  basin,  and  sustains  a 
third,  sixteen  fee&  in  circumference,  and  sur- 
rounded by  seraphs,  who  jet  forth  the  water 
ooQeeted  in  it.  Again  arises  another  column 
fir6m  its  centre^  supporting  a  ball,  upon  which 
k  poised  a  statue  of  Fame,  five  feet  high.  In 
her  right  hand  she  once  held  the  armorial  bear- 
mg&  o£  the  monarch  of  Spain,  and  in  her  left  a 
trumpet,  with  which  she  published  his  name 
and  magnificence  to  the  world.  But  they  are 
gone. 

The  whole  height  of  the  fountain  is  forty 
feet  At  the  comers  of  the  table  of  mason- work 
are  small  fountains,  ornamented  like  the  centre 
one.  The  whole  is  of  bell-metal,  and  all  its 
ornaments  conform  to  the  composite  order  of 
dvic  architecture. 

From  one  of  the  inscriptions  on  the  four  sides 
of  the  pedestal,  we  learn  that  this  fountain  was 
erected  in  1650.  The  water  is  derived  from  a 
common  reservoir  near  the  college  of  Santo 
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Tomas,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  city.  The 
reservoir  is  supplied  from  the  Rimac;  the 
difference  of  elevation  between  it  and  the  plaza 
is  thirty-three  feet 

There  are  several  other  fountams  in  diffident 
parts  of  the  city,  which  present  a  brick  wall  or 
block  of  masonry,  with  wata:  constantly  pour- 
ing from  leaden  pipes  into  a  basin  and  drain. 

The  plaza  of  Lima,  every  hour  of  the  day 
fiom  dawn  till  midnight,  presents  scenes  of 
interest  to  the  idle  stranger,  where  he  may  ob« 
serve  manners,  customs,  and  costumes  so  totally 
different  from  all  he  has  before  met  with,  that, 
if  his  curiosity  be  not  awakened,  he  must  have 
been  disinherited  by  mother  Eve. 

Entering  the  Portal  de  Botin6ros  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  passing  to  that  of 
the  Escribanos,  many  interesting  groups  and 
figures  present  themselves ;  and,  what  is  re- 
markable, from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other 
the  picture  is  always  the  same.  All  Sundays 
and  feast-days  are  alike ;  and  all  working-days 
strikingly  resemble  each  other;  except  when 
there  i$  some  popular  exhibition   or  religious 
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procession  going  forward,  and  then  it  is  more 
crowded. 

The  first  figure  that  called  attention  was  that 

of  a  stout  Negro,  in  full-bottomed,  dark  green 

Ineeehesy  open  at  the  knee,  showing  that  his 

linmi  drawers  were  embroidered  and  pointed 

like  a  ruffle.     Before  him  stood  a  table,  on 

which  was  spread  a  piece  of  bayeta — a  species 

of  baise,    the    long    fur    of  which    he    was 

eomlnng  with  a  card,  such  as  is  used  with  us 

for  carding  wool  and  cotton. 

The  shopkeepers  were  seen,  when  not  oc- 
cupied by  customers,  seated  on  the  counters, 
neatly  dressed,  swinging  their  legs  and  smoking 
cigars ;  or  sometimes  a  half-dozen  were  listen- 
ing to  the  news  from  an  infant  gazette,  read  in 
a  monotonous  tone.  When  a  lady  entered  to 
purchase  she  uncovered  her  face,  though  not 
always,  and  the  shopman  generally  served  her 
wiA  a  cold  indifierence,  that  argued  a  great 
love  for  dolcefar  minte.  This  feeling,  I  am  told, 
has  been  known  to  gain  such  influence  at  times, 
that  a  shopman,  rather  than  move,  has  denied 
having  goods  which  were  seen  upon  his  shelves ! 


iS   nift.   r.,w-. 

fKf  AnUf  IbraU  tiiey 
kMwa  tUrtj  doBns  le- 
af «ftick  the  priee  Mked 
Aboot  tea  o'tiotk,  die  sbop> 
BfliiBo   ikui   eooDten^   t»lring 
wkitb  osbmN'  eoBSHts  ct  waoic  stew, 
OK  imt^  fiflowed  hy  >  cnp  of 
of  water. 

eolannadei  preaent  a 
cf  hmJieiaftMcn,  of  ewery  wiety  of 
"^^^g  alk  eovd%  twiritj  gold  and  diver 
swofd*kiioli^  buttoiiSy  &c. 
Presently  we  met  a  cttMnigpw  LakeallofhiB 
he  wore  akng  Mirlr  doak,bladL  tOBall- 
dodies-and  sUk  sfcoddi^s,  with  laige  shoes  and 
buckles-  At  a  distance  his  hat  resemUed  a 
great  Uad^  cylinder.  Ckse  at  his  heda  wefe 
two  or  three  boys  in  Uad^  suits,  relieved  by  a 
Uue  sash  worn  over  the  shoulder,  tottering 
under  huge  cocked-hats  trimmed  with  feathers. 
They  were  eoU^ians.  Then  came  two  gaily- 
dressed  officers,  arm  and  arm,  whiskered  and 
moustached,  booted  and  spurred.  Nothing 
kept  their  vanity  from  flying  away  with  them 
but  the  weight  of  their  long  metal,  scabbarded 
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sabres«  which  dattered  after  them  over  thie 
pavement.  The  organ  of  self-esteem  must  be 
even^  greater  than  that  of  combativeness  in  the 
Femvian  army ! 

Next  was  a  serrdno,  or  Indian,  from  the  in* 
terior,  followed  by  his  wife.    He  wore  a  high- 
crowned  broad-brimmed  straw  liat  without  a 
band,  and  a  long  poncho  of  bayeta  falling  be- 
low the  knee.    His  legs  and  feet  were  bare, 
and^  judging  from  the  spread  of  the  toes,  they 
had  never  been  acquainted  with  shoes.     A  pair 
of  alforjas — coarse  saddle-bags,  hung  carelessly 
over  his  left  shoulder,  and  his  right  hand  grasp- 
ed a  long  staff.     His  black  temple  locks  hung 
straight  down  his  cheeks,  as  was  the  fashion 
hundreds  of  years  before  the  conquest.     He  was 
of  braivny  stature,  with  a  broad  copper-colour- 
ed face,  high  cheek-bones,  and  a  serene  coun- 
tenance. 

His  wife  was  clad  in  a  coarse  woollen  petticoat, 
plaited  full  round  the  waist,  and  short  enough 
to  show  her  bare  feet.  A  young  child  was 
slung  over  her  back  in  a  shawl  of  blue  bayeta. 
Her  hair  was  combed  back  from  the  forehead, 
and  braided  in  two  long  tresses  hanging  almost  to 
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the  ground*  Curioaty  kept  the  Indian  looking 
oyer  his  dioulder,  and,  in  consequence^  he  ran 
into  the  corpuloicy  of  a  staid  judge,  with  a 
severe  countenance  and  a  large  cocked-hat.  His 
shirt  was  folded,  ru£9ed,  and  starched  in  a  prim 
styles  and  a  star  of  brilliants  was  suspended 
round  his  neck  by  a  broad  tricoloured  riband. 
The  rencontre  was  equally  unexpected,  for  the 
judge  was  in  a  most  sedate  and  pensive  mood. 
BQs  moody  look  changed  into  a  scowl  of  con* 
tanptuous  anger ;  the  Indian  cowered  under  it, 
touched  his  bat,  and  passed  on.  The  feeUngs 
of  the  Indian  and  the  European  Spaniard  are 
still  as  uncongenial  as  oil  and  water ;  though, 
like  the  first  of  those  two  fluids,  the  Spaniard 
always  maintains  his  superiority. 

Half-way  down  the  PortAl  de  Botin6ros  is  an 
alley,  about  ten  feet  wide,  leading  into  the  street 
south  of  the  plaza.  This  is  called  el  Callejdn 
de  Petat6ros,  from  being  chiefly  occupied  by 
manufacturers  of  a  kind  of  coarse  flag  mat,  half 
an  inch  in  thickness,  known  by  the  name  of 
petate,  and  usually  interposed  between  the 
rough  tile  floors  and  carpets.  In  this  same 
callejdn  are  constantly  seen  a  number  of  Indians 


f 


THE  SEGARR^RO.  S99 

^nd  Negroes  making  8egarr6x>s»  and  washing 

suid  glazing  straw  hats  from  Manila  and  Guaya- 

cquiL     The  segarr6ro  is  a  case  for  cigars,  plaited 

y^itik  the  fingers,  of  a  species  of  grass  which 

^rows  at  Chooo,  near  the  equator.     It  consists 

of  two  symmetrical  halves,  one  being  nicely 

xeceived  into  the  other.    Some  are  as  fine  as  hair, 

suid  of  various  colours,  disposed  in  different 

£gures ;  the  initials,  and  even  the  whole  name, 

are  occasionally  worked  into  them.    Their  price 

varies,  according  to  the  quality,  from  a  dollar  to 

a  doubloon. 

At  the  comer  where  the  portales  join,  are 
generally  hung  up  the  placards  or  bills  adver- 
tising the  play,  cock-fight,  and  bull-bait.  They 
are  all  done  by  hand  instead  of  the  printing- 
press.  The  most  interesting  scene  of  the  play 
to  be  represented  is  caricatured  in  bright  co- 
lours, much  as  we  see  large  woodcuts  of  the 
feats  to  be  performed  at  the  equestrian  theatres 
in  the  United  States.  The  bull-ring  is  shown, 
with  some  one  of  the  different  modes  of  attack 
to  be  resorted  to  on  the  day  of  exhibition. 
Cock-fighting  is  announced  on  a  scroll,  sup- 
ported from  the  beaks  of  two  cocks,  painted  on 
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a  large  piece  of  doth,  on  which  are  some  eight 
or  ten  doggrel  rh3nnes  laudatory  of  the  birds, 
and  the  amount  bet  on  the  pitched  fight. 

At  the  same  comer  there  is  always  a  number 
of  boys,  with  quantities  of  cheap  dry-goods 
spread  upon  the  ground,  constantly  crying  the 
qualities  and  prices  at  the  top  of  their  voices. 
"  Panuelos  finos,  k  real  y  medio** — "Fine  pocket- 
handkerchiefs,  at  a  real  and  a  half.** 

At  sunset  the  scene  changes.  All  the  shops 
are  shut,  business  is  closed  for  the  day,  and  the 
plaza  is  then  devoted  to  pleasure  and  prome- 
nade. Along  the  Portal  de  Escribanos  are 
tables  where  are  sold,  by  candle-light,  ices  and 
iced  drinks  of  several  kinds.  Orchata,  pre- 
pared from  almonds,  and  chicha,  a  species  of 
beer  made  from  maize,  are  common. 

Ice  is  a  monopoly  granted  to  a  company. 
Physicians  deem  ice  so  important  in  the  treats 
ment  of  diseases,  that  the  monopolists  are  bound 
under  a  heavy  penalty  to  keep  the  city  sup- 
plied with  it ;  if  they  are  found  without  it  for 
twenty-four  hours,  their  charter  becomes  nulL 
Malignant  persons  have  at  times  made  a  run  on 
the  company,  and  when  the  stock  was  exhausted. 
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i^yfanned  the  government,  in  order  to  gain  one- 
i^alf  <tf  die  fine.    Therefore  it  is  difficult  to  ob- 
*^^sun  a  odiiAderable  quantity  at  a  time,  for  they 
^ill  neiVer  sell  to  any  individual  more  than  one 
two  reals*  virorth. 
In  the  centre  of  the  plaza,  here  and  there,  are 
^glimmering  lights  and  fires.      Men  and  women 
^sre  seated  around  the  fresco  tables,  as  they  are 
"li^med,  partaking  of  the  various  refreshments. 
*rhe  saya  y  manto  has  disappeared,  but  the 
ladies  still  hide  their  faces  by  wearing  a  shawl 
over  the  head.    Here  an  old  Negress,  with  long 
bony  arms,  shining  in  grease,  with  scarce  tatters 
enough  to  conceal  her  limbs,  squats  over  a  cop- 
per pan  of  boiling  lard,  in  which  fritters  are  cook- 
ing   A  long  stick  serves  her  all  the  purposes  of  a 
fork  for  turning  the  cakes ;  and  when  she  cannot 
see,  it  is  first  dipped  into  the  fat,  then  into  the 
fire,  and  is  at  once  converted  into  a  torch.    There, 
another  sibyl,  of  the  same  deep  complexion  and 
garb,  sits  upon  the  ground,  stretching  her  neck 
silently  over  a  pan  of  frittering  crackling  fish, 
while  a  half-dozen  Negroes  are  stretched  out 
about  her,  resting  upon  an  elbow,  eating  from  a 
gourd  plate. 
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The  uncertain  glare  which  dapples  these 
groups,  gives  to  them  at  first  sight  something 
of  that  appearance  which  the  imagination  at- 
taches to  Hades.  In  another  spot  sits  a  bare- 
headed Negro,  in  big  breeches,  making  bar- 
quillos.  He  has  three  or  four  irons,  like  those 
for  waffles,  arranged  in  a  bed  of  hot  coals,  and 
a  copper  pan  of  batter  by  his  side.  He  pours  a 
spoonful  on  one  of  the  irons,  from  which  he  has 
just  removed  a  barquillo,  and  places  it  in  the 
fire.  Then  taking  the  iron  farthest  to  his  left, 
he  opens  it,  and  scrapes  round  the  edges  witli  a 
knife;  he  turns  the  wafer-like  cake  upon  his 
palm,  and  rolls  it  round  a  stick,  wliich  is  re- 
moved by  a  slight  jerk  of  the  hand,  and  falls  to 
the  ground,  leaving  the  barquillo  like  a  sheet 
of  lightly  rolled  paper.  Both  hands  are  now 
wiped  on  the  full  part  of  his  dirty  breeches,  and 
the  iron  is  again  set  in  motion.  These  cakes 
are  made  very  rapidly.  They  are  eaten  with 
ices  and  chocolate  by  those  who  care  not  for 
the  mode  in  which  they  are  made.  Still  an- 
other kind  of  refreshment  is  found  in  the  picdnte, 
which  consists  of  various  kinds  of  butcher's 
meat  made  into  a  stew,  spiced  and  peppered  as 
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hotly  as  passible.  After  partaking  of  it,  the 
throat  is  flooded  with  iced  chicha,  to  quench  the 
flame  which  the  morsel  excites. 

From  sunset  till  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  in  the  summer  season  particularly,  men 
and  women  are  strolling  from  table  to  table. 
The  women,  with  their  faces  hidden  under  the 
shawl,  perform  the  part  of  maskers  in  the  scene. 
Many  curious  adventures  and  anecdotes  are 
related  of  the  feigned  liaisons  ctamours  which 
^he  Limanians  have  sustained,  in  order  to  be 
invited  to  partake  of  refreshments  at  the  ex- 
pense   of  some  uninitiated   wight.     Women 
We  been  known  to  pretend  to  the  acquaintance 
^f  a  gentleman  accidentally  met  in  the  plaza, 
t^od,  masked  as  they  are,  it  is  impossible  to  re- 
cognise them,)  till  they  have  succeeded  in  taking 
^^68  at  his  expense,  then,  throwing  off  the  dis- 
€tuise,  express  their  astonishment  that  he  was 
*  tan  inocente" — so  simple^  as  not  to  have  de- 
tected them. 

The  history  of  the  intrigues  and  deceptions 
practised  in  this  plaza  would  form  a  volume  of 
touch  interest  to  a  curious  reader. 

END    OF    THE    FIRST    VOLUME. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Saya  y  Man  to. — Scenes  in  the  Street. — Police. — Market. — 
Cherimoy  a.  — Palta.  — Granadilla. — Caf^s. 

The  walking  dress  of  the  ladies  of  Lima 
presents  a  very  curious  and  unique  appearance 
to  the  stranger  who  beholds  it  for  the  first 
time.  Yet,  after  a  little  use,  it  is  rather  pleasing 
than  disgusting  to  the  eye,  when  prettily  worn. 
For  several  days  after  my  arrival,  my  chief 
amusement  in  the  morning,  before  breakfast, 
was  to  stand  in  the  puertacalle  and  observe  the 
ladies  in  saya  y  manto,  as  they  passed  to  and 
from  mass.  This  dress  consists  of  two  parts : 
the  saya,  the  lower  part^  is  a  silken  petticoat, 
made  in  folds,  or  plaits,  extending  from  bottom 
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«f  mIi  the  flune  fareaddi  above 
It  sts  Amdy  to  the  figure,  and 
from  the  maimer  io  whkdi  it  if 
the  oootour  of  the  figure^  and 
mmcnkr  pkj  of  the  body  and  limbs. 
11  a  bood  of  crimped  silk,  cut  Uas 
vT  ^i^QBdh-y  to  gire  it  elasticity  ;  the  bottom 
o^  XX  b  gathered  full  by  a  drawing  string, 
i£  eocBtfiiig  more  than  half  of  the  body,  sits 
k?v  tesKxigfa  down  to  hide  the  top  of  the  saya. 
Tkb  bocML  drawn  up  firom  behind  over  the 
ilKXilders  and  head,  and  covering  the  dhows 
and  amks^  is  folded  over  the  hce  in  sudi  a  man- 
■er  »  to  conceal  all  but  one  eye ;  one  hand  is 
occupied  in  hnhling  the  fold  in  its  place  in 
6«it,  while  the  other  is  carried  across  the 
bnoKt.  bearing  sometimes  a  reticule  or  pocket- 
handkeichief,  and  at  others,  a  rosary  or  cross. 
When  worn  open,  leaving  the  face  uncovered, 
as  b  often  the  case,  the  position  of  the  hands  is 
nearly  the  same,  the  fore-finger  rests  up<Ni  the 
cheek,  and  the  dhow  appears  supported  by  the 
hand  of  the  other  side,  giving  an  air  of  pensive- 
ness  to  the  whole  figure.  Being  drawn  tightly 
under  the  elbows,  the  manto  is  kept  tense  over 
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the  head.  With  this  dress  the  comb  is  not 
always  worn.  The  saya  is  always  short  enough 
to  display  the  foot  and  ankle,  which  are  set  off 
in  white  silk  stockings,  and  satin  slippers,  of 
c?ery  colour.  Silk  shawls,  of  every  dye,  beau- 
tifuUy  embroidered  and  fringed,  fall  from  the 
Imst  in  front ;  while  behind,  they  are  concealed 
in  the  manto,  forming  a  bunch  on  the  back, 
nther  injurious  to  the  appearance.  The  say  as 
are  of  every  colour,  but  the  mantos  are  inva- 
riably black. 

This  costume,  though  of  ancient  origin,  was 
M  worn  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Then,  a  dress  called  the  "faldellin" 
was  in  fashion,  and' was  occasionally  ^een  till 
about  the  year  1800.  It  was  a  short  petticoat, 
made  very  full,  and  trimmed  with  a  profusion 
of  lace. 

San  Martin  was  so  much  opposed  to  the  saya 
J  manto,  that  he  issued  a  **  bando''  prohibiting 
ladies  from  appearing  in  the  streets  in  that 
dress^  but  to  no  purpose.  It  offers  too  many 
advantages  to  the  intrigante,  and  too  many  con- 
veniences for  the  slattern,  to  be  soon  thrown 
aside.     Slipping  into  a  saya  y  manto  at  dawn,  a 


THUX   TEAKS  IN  THE   PACIFIC. 


^ 


to  complj  with  the  requisitions 
<€  the  cknrch.  without  kxiiig  time  at  her  toi- 
lei.  It  Wy  thcrefofe,  a  cmel  whim  in  Sin 
to  wish  them  to  lesigii  it ! 
b  tfrictfr  the  wiUdi^  dres8»  and  is 
mhen  ^  AopfingJ^  ot,  as  they  more 
esptess  it  "  Gheapening."  It  is 
set  €«:c»idefed  a  fbD  dre9B»  nor  is  it  ever  won^ 
aa  night — in  fixt.  lafies  nerer  promenade  at 


It  nequires  rery  little  tact  to  distinguish  ^ 
ftv^n  ladr.  in  sava  y  mantoi,  from  a  Lima^ 
njin     The  walk  of  the  foreigner  is  oonstndnet^ 
and  damrr.  while  that  of  the  true  Limefia  i^ 
all  ^^raR  and  ease:  she  treads  with  the  true^ 
^TtfCML  which  it  is  difficult  to  describe.     ''  Gra- 
«st*  es|«es5»  all  that  is  agreeable  in  the  air  and 
pnE^s^cce — all  that  polish  and  ease  of  manner, 
which  dictii^uish  accompfisfaed  persons. 

The  mdking  of  sajas  is  a  business  ft)Dowed 
bv  men.  Being  first  fined  with  calico,  white  or 
cv>loured.  ther  are  plaited  ovn-  a  straight  boaid, 
and  stitched.  The  time  expended  in  their  con- 
5tru<tioB  renders  them  expensive.  A  hundred 
di41ars  is  nc4  an  unu^ial  price  for  a  fine  sava : 


STRB£T  SCENES.  7 

one  lasts,  however,  a  year;  whidi  must  be  some 
ocmsolation  to  Others  who,  with  moderate  for- 
tones,  rejoioe  m  many  uDmarried  daughters. 

Standing  at  a  door  in  a  fashionable  street,  is 
an  easy  way  of  observing  the  costume  and  cha- 
racteristics of  a  large  city.  At  Lima  I  found, 
in  the  course  of  a  day,  that  all  to  be  seen  in 
this  respect  passed  our  hotel. 

In  the  morning  glided  by,  in  one  direction 
or  anotlier,  sayas  y  mantos  of  every  colour  and 
1^,  from  the  new  lustrous  satin  of  the  wealthy 
young  maiden,  through  the  grades  of  lack- 
lustre of  the  middle  aged,  the  frayed  of  the  old, 
md  the  ragged  and  broken  of  my  lady's-maid. 
The  colours  and  ages  of  the  wearers  were  as 
various  as  the  sayos  themselves.  In  compliance 
widi  promises  of  penance,  some  wore  a  girdle 
cxf  leather,  about  two  inches  wide,  with  a  long 
end  hanging  almost  to  the  feet.  If  '^  las  su^as 
de  San  Augustin,"  as  this  girdle  is  termed  for 
tome  unknown  reason,  be  the  measure  of  sins, 
the  old  women  have  more  to  answer  for  than 
the  young  ones. 

Again ;  there  are  a  few  females  devoted  to 
religion  and  the  exercise  of  charity,  who  are 
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termed  ^*  beatas.'*    They  wear  dresses  of  white 
worsted,  with  capes  and  hoods  of  the  same. 

Later  in'the  day,  pass  priests  and  friars  of 
several  orders.  The  Mercedarian  appears  in  a 
loose  robe  of  white  worsted,  with  a  black  cape 
and  hood  lined  with  white.  His  head  is  bare, 
showing  the  tonsure  and  mathematical  cut  of 
his  straightly  combed  hair,  or  it  is  covered  with 
a  clerical  bonnet  of  white.  The  followers  of 
San  Augustin  and  St.  Francis  wear  an  entirely 
blue  dress.  The  Dominican  is  distingubhed 
from  the  Mercedarian  by  the  black  cape  being 
cut  in  a  long  point  before  and  behind.  Both 
carry  long  rosaries  and  crosses  suspended  about 
the  neck.  The  Descalzos,  or  barefooted,  of  the 
order  of  St.  Francis,  wear  a  sackcloth  robe,  with 
pointed  capes,  girt  round  the  body  with  a 
leathern  belt,  a  broad-brimmed  hat,  and  sandals. 
They  carry  a  tin  box  for  receiving  alms,  and  a 
long  staff.  The  brotherhood  or  order  of  Buena- 
muerte  are  robed  in  black,  with  a  cross  of  red 
cloth  stitched  upon  the  breast. 

The  military,  in  gay  uniforms,  are  seen 
walking  and  riding  at  all  times.  The  col- 
legians strut  in  black  suits  and  cocked-hats; 
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and  judges   are  decorated  with  ribbons  and 

medals. 

Then  come  pedlars,  crying  their  goods  and 
low  prices^  and  staggering  under  a  load  of  cali- 
ooes^  strung  over  a  stick,  which  is  supported  at 
the  side  by  a  strap  over  the  shoulder.  The 
vender  of  lottery  tickets  is  seen  sauntering 
along,  with  a  book  filled  with  sheets  of  tickets 
in  one  hand,  and  an  ink-horn  in  the  other, 
bawlii^  out,  Su — ir — te,  and  pausing  at  ^ach 
syllable,  and  before  every  gentleman  he  may 
find  standing,  to  importune  him  to  purchase  a 
ticket.  If  disappointed,  he  turns  away,  and  for 
consolation,  shouts  Su — ir — te  as  loud  as  ever. 

From  one  to  two  o'clock,  the  streets  are  alive 
with  venders  of  the  various  messes  eaten  by 
families  of  the  middling  class,  who  seldom  cook 
in  their  houses,  but  purchase  their  food  at  the 
door,  ready  for  mastication.  Negro  wenches, 
with  trays  on  the  head,  crying  "  tamal,"  which 
is  a  mixture  of  boiled  corn  and  beans,  with  a 
small  piece  of  pork,  put  up  in  a  plantain  leaf, 
perambulate  every  street.  Others  carry  various 
stews,  in  tin  cases,  piled  one  above  the  other, 
which  they  sell  by  their  appropriate  names. 
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Reprewntatioiis  of  the  most  strikmg  scenes 
of  the  play  for  the  night,  punted  on  cmvwt, 
are  cmied  tbioii^  the  streets,  aooompanied  by 
the  muac  of  dnun,  haattioy,  and  msrimba,^  and 
followed  by  a  crowd  of  lagamoffin  boys.  In 
the  same  way,  on  the  momii^  and  day  preu 
ceding  the  bull-bait,  the  figures  of  Tarkius  fire- 
works to  be  exploded  at  the  exhifaiticMi  are  car- 
ried round. 

Walking  through  the  streets,  there  is  nothing 
met  with,  perhaps,  more  unique  <Nr  character- 
istic  than  the  droves  of  jackasses  and  mules 
encountered  at  almost  erery  step.  The  donkey 
fiequently  manifests  the  most  stupid  indiffer- 
ence in  his  habits,  seldom  heeding  any  person 
or  thing  that  may  come  in  his  way.  Some  little 
vigilance  is  therefore  necessary,  to  avoid  being 
walked  over  by  them,  or  unpleasantly  squeezed 
between  their  loads  and  the  wall. 

Here  the  street  is  almost  choked  by  asses 
laden  with  green  grass ;  there,  by  others  laden 
with  stones,  sometimes  so  small,  that  we  ask 
whether  the  animal  can  bear  no  more ;  again,  a 
drove  with  capachos  (small  sacks  of  hide)  filled 

*  The  same  instrument  is  used  by  the  negroes  in  Brazil. 
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with  sand  or  earth.  Then  comes  the  solitary 
borrfoo  of  the  aguadcSr,  wending  his  way  in  the 
same  unvarying  gait,  though  urged  by  spiu*  and 
wdghty  blows,  habitually  bestowed,  it  would 
seem  for  pastime,  as  an  idle  man  drums  upon  a 
table  for  amusement.  The  aguadores  are  all 
negroes,  and  wear  a  garb  like  those  in  Val- 
paraiso. 

The  cruel  treatment  of  the  borricos  in  Lima 
is  as  proverbial  as  the  tyrannical  sway  exercised 
by  the  ladies  there :  hence  the  saying,  "  Lima 
is  tiie  heaven  of  women,  the  purgatory  of  men, 
and  the  hell  of  jackasses."  In  order  to  facilitate 
the  respiration  of  these  poor  animals,  the  nostrils 
are  slit  up  about  six  inches ;  and  those  carrying 
grass  are  muzzled  with  a  piece  of  dry  hide, 
having  holes  cut  in  it. 

Mules  share  no  better  fate.  They  are  re^ 
served  for  the  heaviest  labours.  All  the  mer- 
chandise consumed  in  the  interior  is  conveyed 
thither  on  the  mule's  back.  The  proverbial 
8tuMx>mness  of  the  mule  is  rarely  manifested 
here ;  a  liberal  bestowal  of  dry  blows,  made 
efficacious  by  abusive  epithets,  has  produced  so 
much  fear  in  the  beast,  that,  all  restive  qualities 
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quite 
Dioves  cf  tbem  move 


witk  bKs  ci  flKcr  feoai  the  mmes  of 
Fmov  bi^vin^  tkeir  hadb  tied  to  tiie  tails  <tf 
tlHMe  All  ]VBoede  tkcm.  In  tke  monun^  the 
lakef^ft  nmlp,  widi  two  graft  panniers  of  dry 
bide,  filled  widi  ralls»  and  the  faakcr  moanted 
U^  on  top,  is  seal  going  from  door  to  door. 

At  die  comers  of  some  streets^  a  fitde  remote 
ficm  the  Flaxa,  are  oecaaonalfy  met  with,  great 
heqis  of  cigar  stmnps»  spread  out  for  sale  on 
white  doths.  A  cigar  is  not  the  worse  in  Ldma 
for  being  partly  smoked  by  a  friend. 

The  decay  of  Lima  is  but  too  evident :  we 
see  some  of  the  largest  bouses^  or  rather  their 
ruins,  occupied  by  pulperias;  and  before  the 
doors,  ^ollas'*  of  various  stews,  frittering  over 
pans  of  coals.  These  tippling  shops,  in  the 
afternoon  and  at  night,  beccmie  scenes  of  fiui- 
dangos,  dissipation,  and  brawls  of  every  kind. 
Though  the  streets  are  perambulated  by  watch- 
men who  cry  the  half-hour  after  dght  o'clock, 
they  are  of  but  little  use.  Besides,  there  is  a 
military  police  or  guard,  distributed  in  various 
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parts  of  the  city,  and  when  passing  any  of  the 
posts  after  nine  o'clock  at  night,  the  sentinel 
hails  you  with  "  Quien  vive?"  for  whom?  — 
you  answer  **  la  patria  !**  the  country.  Agidn 
he  inquires,  "  Que  gente  ?"  what  sort  of  peo- 
ple ?  —  you  answer,  *'  gente  de  paz  !"  people  of 
peace,  —  and  you  are  permitted  to  pass  on. 

After  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  streets  are  very 
dark,  unless  when  the  moon  shines.  About 
that  hour  the  candles  in  the  great  lanterns, 
hung  over  each  door-way  by  requisition  of  the 
law,  bum  out,  and  are  not  replaced :  as  this  is 
the  only  means  of  lighting  the  streets,  they 
become  gloomy  after  that  hour,  and  hence  it  is 
customary  for  persons  walking  late  at  night  to 
be  preceded  by  a  servant  with  a  lantern.  Even 
this  precaution  is  not  always  sufficient  to  save 
the  passenger  from  the  uncongenial  showers 
which  are  occasionally  hurled  from  the  balco- 
nies, though  one  should  cry,  Gardez  lean  ! 

The  market  is  near  the  convent  of  San 
Francisco.  Along  the  street,  spread  upon  the 
ground,  there  is  a  display  of  all  kinds  of  vege- 
tables and  fruits  —  Lima  is  never  without  fruit 
of  one  sort  or  another— shaded  by  mats  propped 
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\^p  br  necdi,  vkicii  is  the  onlv  aocoinmodation 
prepoRd.  Heie  vou  meet  more  frequently 
ikm  in  aoT  ocher  pan  of  the  dty,  begging 
TnM%,  cMiiu^  an  image  of  the  Virgin,  whose 
kuB»  ther  sell  at  a  real  each ;  and  sometimes 
JD  iwtngs  or  potato  wiU  buy  one.  On  the 
back  at  the  alrer  case  whidi  hdds  the  picture, 
»  inscribed  the  advertisement  of  some  one 
indulgeDce  to  be  obtained  by  kissing  it  and 
bestoving  alms^ 

The  country  around  Lima  is  beautifully  fer- 
tile;, and  by  irrigation  yields  every  variety  of 
firuit  and  v^etaUe.  The  broad  valley  of 
Lurigancho,  which  is  in  sight  from  the  walls, 
supplies  the  market  with  the  greatest  abund- 
ance. 

Amongst  the  vegetables  are  several  varieties 
of  peas  and  beans  ;  quinoa,  a  smaU  seed  re- 
sembling millet;  lentils*  tomatoes,  carrots,  cu- 
cumbers, yuca  (a  long  fusiform  root),  cabbages, 
cauliflowers,  egg  plants,  lettuce,  celery  (which 
grows  wild  in  many  parts  of  the  country), 
pepp^s,  camotes  or  sweet  potatoes,  and  two 
kinds  of  potatoes  —  one  known  by  the  term 
Irish*  and  another  of  a  similar  kind,  but  yellow 
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^  an  orange,  and  far  superior  to  the  first.  It 
S^urs  only  on  the  mountains  ;  many  trials  liave 
Wn  made  to  transplant  it  to  the  valleys  and 
to  Chile,  but  it  was  found  to  degenerate  in  a 
very  short  time.  The  potato  grows  wild  in 
iQany  parts  both  of  Peru  and  Chile  ;  numerous 
^t)ots  have  been  taken  from  the  top  of  the  island 
of  San  LfOrenzo. 

The  principal  fruits  are  cherimoyas,  limas  or 
sweet  lemons,  sour  lemons,  limes,  pine  apples, 
oranges,  two  kinds  of  grapes,  pomegranates, 
granadiUas,  plantains,  bananas,  a  variety  of  me- 
lons, strawberries  (which  grow  very  large), 
lucumas,  tunos,  figs  (two  crops),  paltas,  besides 
apples,  peaches,  pears,  &c. 

The  cherimoya  (annona  squamosa)  is  esteemed 
among  the  best  of  fruits.  It  grows  from  two 
to  six  inches  in  diameter,  and  is  of  a  conoidal 
shape,  with  a  depression  In  the  centre  of  its 
bate  where  the  stem  is  attached.  Externally 
it  is  dark  green,  and  has  a  loricate  or  scale-like 
surface ;  internally  it  is  a  cream  white.  It  con- 
tains a  centre  core,  with  a  number  of  black 
seeds  about  five  lines  long  ranged  around  it. 
The  pulp,  the  taste  of  which  has  been  generally 


16  THREE  YEARS  IN  THE   PACIFIC. 

compared  to  that  of  strawberries  and  cream, 
though  not  very  correctly,  is  eaten  with  a 
spoon.  Its  exquisitely  luscious  flavour  is  ea-^ 
hanoed  by  adding  the  juice  of  a  sweet  orange : 
commend  me  to  cherimoya  and  orange-juice 
to  enrapture  my  palate  ! 

The  tree,  which  is  very  delicate,  and  will  not 
bear  frost,  is  from  sixteen  to  seventeen  years 
in  coming  to  maturity  from  the  seed.  In  Boli- 
via it  attains  a  very  large  size;  but  its  fruit 
cannot  excel  that  brought  to  Payta  from  the 
valley  of  Piura.  Ehret  writes  it  "  cherimcrfia," 
and  from  the  frequency  of  changing  the  y  for 
the  U,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  an- 
ginally  *^  cherimolla."  The  botanic  appellation 
given  by  the  above-named  gentleman  is  Guana- 
hanus  Perseee. 

The  palta  resembles  the  pear  in  shape.  In 
its  centre  there  is  a  large  stone,  the  juice  of 
which  being  indelible,  is  used  as  a  dye  and  for 
marking  linen.  This  stone  or  kernel,  whose 
consistence  is  about  the  same  as  that  of  the 
chestnut,  is  surrounded  by  a  greenish  white 
pulp,  usually  eaten  on  bread,  with  pepper  and 
salt,  as  a  substitute  for  butter,  which  in  Lima 
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is  rare,  and  seldom  good.     It  is  preferred  by 
some,  dressed  with  sugar  and  lemon  juice;  in 
dther  way  it  is  excellent,  though  not  generally 
liked  when  first  tasted.   It  is  esteemed  a  whole- 
some fruit,  and  Frezier  states,  I  know  not  on 
what  authority,  that  it  is  provocative  of  love ! 
In  the  Caribbee  islands  it  is  called  avocat ;  at 
Panama,  and  on  the  island  of  Tobago,  where  it 
grows  in  great  perfection,  "  aguacate."      The 
tree,  which  somewhat  resembles  the  pear-tree, 
is  from  six  to  eight  years  in  coming  to  maturity 
from  the  seed. 

The  granadilla  is  the  fruit  of  the  passion 
flower,  (pasfiflora  coeruleaj  which  is  indigenous 
to  America,  and  named  by  pious  Spaniards  from 
the  fancied  resemblance  which  its  parts  bear  to 
the  instruments  used  at  the  crucifixion.  In 
Chile  the  plant  does  not  yield  fruit.  The  grana- 
dilla is  oval  in  shape,  or  rather  egg-like,  and 
has  a  smooth  yellowish  surface,  resembling  that 
of  the  mock-orange.  When  broken,  it  is  found 
to  be  a  hard,  slightly  brittle  shell,  lined  with  a 
soft  velvety  membrane,  which  contains  a  pulp 
of  rather  more  consistence  than  the  white  of  an 
egg,  filled  with  flattened,  dark-coloured  seeds. 
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T^mmi:  tbbsl  ^xcsacaiv  Ae  popiiety  gene- 

dungs  fiDiii  resem- 


s.  I  3v<ie  ^ft3is£^  'dka/L  it  miglit  be  called 

ty  sub- 


ii  iOiB' vKtaadbEs.  wiot  b»  beoi  obsenred 

t»  see  knng  up  oo  the  sham- 
<r  tmfcer,  as  legs»  wings, 
ccb  MfMjquModate  tboae  wbo  are 
ftrntaj^  but  wbo  cannot  wdl 
entire  fowL 
TVf  int  cire  «fciied  in  Lima  was  in  1771* 
I?  :s^  reTTarkaSue  that  in  Lima  tbere  is  not  a 
CT^  aMC»  keM  bnr  a  native  for  the  acoonuno- 
^fi6.v  oc  ssnneen.  When  ther  come  to  the 
saecrvoe^  £pccn  ani*  part  ct  the  country,  they 
^t2ier  ji>%e  with  their  friends  if  they  have 
jcy .  or  kire  famished  rooms  and  eat  at  some  of 
t^  CfcSrsv.  or  purchase  their  meals  in  the  streets 
arVnr  tbe  manner  of  many  private  families. 
ExvVM  at  the  Fiench  and  English  hotels,  there 
is  no  >uch  thing  as  an  oniinary  or  table  itkdte 
in  lima :  at  the  cafes,  two  of  which  are  very 
extensive*  a  bill  o{  fare  is  kept,  and  whatever 
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tlie  visiter  calls  for  is  served  on  small  marble 
tables.    In  fact,  the  caf6s  in  Lima  are  under 
flmilar  management  to  those  in  the  great  cities 
in  Spain  :  a  regulation  issued  there  at  one  pe- 
riod, is  much  called  for  in  this  city.     An  order, 
put  forth  at  Madrid  for  the  better  government 
of  the  caf6s,  directed  that  the  apartments  should 
be  kept   dean;    that  every  person  should  be 
so-ved  on  a  clean  plate,  because  by  the  spilling 
of  coffee  and  other  drinks  on  the  clothes  they 
were  spoiled;    and   that   the  servants  should 
appear  clean,  and  without  hat  or  cap,  and,  if 
po9^iblef  Tvith  their  heads  combed  !  The  enfor- 
dng  of  the  latter  clause,  I  fear,  would  be  attend- 
ed with  difficulty,  at  least  with  the  class  of  per- 
sons referred  to,  for  many  men  of  respectable 
standing  in  life  are  singularly  neglectful  of  that 
part  of  the  person  both  internally  and  exter- 
nally.* 

♦  Mercurio  Peruano,  vol.  i.  p.  111. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

CooTent  of  S«n  Aogustbi. — Mooastery  of  La  Incamacion.*- 
CoDTent  of  Santo  Domingo. — Xegros  Bozales. — Convent 
of  San  Francisco. — Our  Ladj  of  Mercie8--San  Pedro. — 
Libnnr. — Choorchea. — Bdls« — Inquisition. —  Museunu — 
Unirersitj  of  St.  Mark. — Hall  of  Deputies. — Charities. — 
Hospitals.  ^ 

The  convent  of  San  Augustin  is  am<»igst 
the  oldest  in  Lima.  It  occupied  a  whole 
square,  but  in  1825,  the  minister,  Monteagudo, 
caused  a  part  of  it  to  be  torn  down,  to  widai 
the  street,  and  form  a  small  plaza  before  the 
theatre.*  The  church  is  situated  on  one  comer 
of  the  vast  pile.  Its  front  is  a  field  of  carving 
and  statues  of  saints.  Over  the  great  door  is 
San  Augustin,  trampling  three  or  four  of  his 

*  This  act,   it  is  said,   1€k1  to  the  assassination  of  that 
minister  soon  afterwards. 
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P^trate  enemies  under  his  feet.     On  his  head 

^  a  mitre,  and  in  his  hand  a  book  with  a  minia. 

^Ure  temple  upon  it,  indicating  the  foundation 

of  the  Christian  church. 

The  interior  is  similar  in  its  general  arrange- 
Hients  to  the  cathedral.  It  has  its  several 
chapels,  sacristy,  &c. ,  and  glories  in  a  goodly- 
number  of  holy  reliques. 

The  convent  is  divided  into  several  large 
courts,  surrounded  by  corridors,  supported  on 
arches  and  columns,  which  communicate  with 
each  other  both  above  and  below.  The  court 
adjoining  the  church  is  termed  the  cloister. 
The  principal  events  of  the  life  of  St.  Augustin 
are  represented  in  a  series  of  paintings,  which 
are  hung  round  the  walls,  and,  to  protect  them 
ftom  the  weather,  closed  by  light  shutters,  ex- 
cept on  certain  feast  days,  amongst  which  is 
the  anniversary  of  the  saint.  Of  this  vast  pile 
only  a  few  apartments  are  now  tenanted.  Its 
refectory  is  no  longer  redolent  of  the  odours  of 
the  kitchen;  its  fountains  are  choked,  and  its 
gardens  have  ceased  to  regale  the  senses  with 
their  productions.  Of  the  hundred  friars  who 
lived  within  its  walls  twenty  years  ago,  scarcely 
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cme^third  remains.    The  patriots,  in  breaking 
from  the  yoke  and  thrall  of  Spain,  defaced  the 
great  bulwarks  of  her  strength ;  they  left  most   « 
of  the  convents  of  Peru  in  a  state  of  ruin. 

The  history  of  the  foundation  of  the  order  of 
St.  Augustin  is  given  in  detail  by  the  Fray 
Antonio  de  la  Calancha,  in  a  folio  volume  of  a 
thousand  pages,  entitled,  **  Choronica  del  Orden 
de  San  Augustin,"  in  which  he  dwells  upon 
the  difficulties  encountered  by  the  foundar. 

About  the  year  1547  or  48,  as  is  stated  in 
several  convent  registers,  the  Rev.  Fray  Fran- 
cisco de  Vitoria,  a  man  of  apostolic  virtues  and 
talents,  came  to  settle  in  Peru,  as  the  first  com- 
missary-general of  the  province  (in  the  church 
acceptation  of  the  term),  in  company  with  a 
number  of  friars  and  ministers  of  the  Fran- 
ciscan order.  In  the  same  ship  with  them  was 
the  Reverend  Padre  Fray  Augustin  de  la  San- 
tisima  Trinidad,  who,  by  the  order  of  Charles 
v.,  preceded  as  a  pioneer  the  legion  that  was 
to  found  the  order  of  St.  Augustin  in  Peru. 

Amongst  those  whom  the  Fray  Francisco 
brought  under  his  protection,  was  his  niece, 
the  virtuous  and  noble  Lady  Doiia  Juana  de 
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C^peda.     This  lady  was  young  and  beautiful, 
and  niudi  given  to  converse  about  the  Holy 
Spirit  with  our  Fray  Augustin,  for  whom  she 
entertained  a  filial  regard.     It  was  not  because 
she  could  not  have  found  his  equal,  or  even 
superior,  if  she  had  sought  for  such  a  one  in 
the  pious  train  of  her  uncle ;  but  having  fallen 
ill  when  very  young,  she  had  dedicated  herself 
to  Our  Lady  of  Grace,  who  is  worshipped  by  all 
of  the  Augustin  religion,  and  promised  to  cele- 
brate her  annual  feast,  if  permitted  to  recover ; 
and  it  was  this  circumstance  which  inclined  her 
towards  the  Fray  Augustin. 

They  all  arrived  safely  in  Lima,  at  a  period 
when  the  country  was  still  distracted  by  the 
dvil  wars  which  broke  out  before  the  death  of 
Pizarro.  Then,  it  appeared  that  the  care  of 
every  one  was  either  to  avoid  death  or  inflict 
it;  individuals,  seeing  the  strife  of  civil  war, 
only  thought  of  providing  for  their  own  secu- 
rity and  convenience.  The  Fray  Augustin 
fixed  his  abode  in  a  small  house  near  the  city 
shambles,  which  were  then  where  now  stands 
the  convent  of  "  La  Limpisima  Concepcion." 
There  he  lived  poorly   indeed,  for  in   those 
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wttlike  times  the  ridi  thought  not  of  bestow* 
ii^  akns  or  ci  succouring  the  religious.  A 
tew  mooths  passed  away,  and  Dona  Juana  de 
Cepeda  was  espoused  by  a  gallant  cavalier, 
Don  Eman  Gonnlex  de  la  Torre.  He  had 
served  in  many  battles  against  the  Indians 
with  I^iaiTO ;  he  raised  the  si^e  of  Lima,  and 
ooolributed  greatly  to  the  general  pacification 
of  Peru ;  when  the  Marquis  was  assassinated, 
he  had  gone  to  meet  the  judge,  Vaca  de  Castro. 
This  oaTaKfir  was  both  valiant  and  wealthy,  yet 
with  Dona  Juana  he  reodved  a  rich  dower,  in 
her  treasure  of  nobleness  and  virtue.  The 
nupliak  of  such  a  pair  were  published  far  and 
wide^  for  ihey  were  powerful  and  rich ! 

So  soon  as  the  news  reached  our  Fray  Au- 
gustiii  in  his  humble  dwelling,  he  went  to  con- 
gratulate Dona  Juana  upon  her  good  fortune, 
and  to  manifest  hb  joy  on  seeing  virtue  re- 
warded in  the  c^pulence  of  her  house.  They 
conversed  about  the  Spirit ;  and  when  he  found 
her  prc^^rly  disposed,  he  lamented  his  poverty, 
the  inconvenience  of  his  dwelling,  and,  above 
all,  complained  that,  having  neglected  to  bring 
with  him  a  part  of  the  cedula  of  the  Emperor, 
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he  could  obtain  neither  aid,  nor  even  a  site 
Whereon  to  found  a  chapel.  Having  impressed 
upon  Dona  Juana  that  Gk)d  had  given  her 
great  prosperity  and  wealth,  he  told  her  that 
it  was  now  her  duty  to  repay  Heaven  in  part 
for  the  blessings  she  had  received,  by  assisting 
him  in  his  deplorable  situation. 

The  pious  lady  spoke  to  him  consoling 
words,  but,  as  every  prudent  wife  should  do 
in  such  a  case,  withheld  an  answer  to  the 
prayer,  till  after  she  had  consulted  with  her 
husband.  The  Fray  Augustin,  confiding  more 
in  Gkxl,  in  whose  cause  he  was  embarked,  than 
in  the  promises  of  the  world,  as  a  less  devout 
man  might  have  done,  returned  to  his  cell,  to 
await  the  result  of  this  visit. 

The  next  day,  Doiia  Juana  de  la  C^peda  sent 
for  the  IcHiely  Father,  and  when  he  arrived,  told 
him,  in  great  joy,  that  through  the  blessing  of 
Grod  his  desires  should  be  fulfilled.     Her  hus- 

0 

band  had  given  her  power  to  a£ford  unlimited 
aid,  and,  to  contribute  the  more  to  his  con- 
venience, desired  him  to  build  the  chapel  near 
his  own  house,  in  which  he  most  generously 
offered  all  that  heart  could  ask«     And  in  order 
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to  accomplish  her  vow,  and  to  comply  with  hor 
obligation,  she  further  wished  a  chapel  to  be 
built  and  dedicated  to  Our  Lady  of  Grace. 
Here  the  worthy  Calancha  breaks  forth  in  a 
pious  ejaculation ;  "  Oh  !  providence  of  Gk)d ! 
to  inflict  disease  upon  this  virtuous  lady,  while 
yet  young,  that  she  might,  when  growing  old, 
succour  the  poor— and  when  a  poor  maiden,  to 
incline  her  to  devotion,  that  she  might  protect 
the  religious  when  rich  !"  She  gave  him  a 
home,  a  situation,  silver,  gold,  and  a  mainte- 
nance; she  raised  up  the  first  Augustin  altar 
in  Peru,  and  placed  thereon  the  image  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  Our  Lady  of  Grace.  It  is  now 
in  a  chapel  of  the  convent,  and  was  then  in 
the  house  of  that  noble  cavalier,  Don  Ernan 
Gonzalez  de  la  Torre,  one  square  from  the 
parish  of  San  Marcelo.  There  the  Fray  Au- 
gustin lived  two  years,  under  the  protection 
of  his  benefactors,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
eleven  Augustin  Friars,  required  to  complete 
the  legion  and  foundation  of  their  order. 

The  royal  edict  for  the  founding  of  the  con- 
vent bears  date  Valladolid,  March  23,  1550, 
and  provides  that  the  Indians  shall  assist  in  its 
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Erection,  which  is  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
Emperor.  The  twelve  evangelic  fathers  left 
Salamanca  in  the  same  month,  and,  embark- 
ing at  Cadiz,  crossed  the  Isthmus,  and,  after  a 
passage  of  seven  months,  reached  Lima.  The 
<x>Dvent  was  begun  almost  immediately  after- 
wards, and  from  that  period  rejoices  in  the 
number  of  pious  labourers  in  the  great  work 
of  converting  the  Indians. 

La  Incamacion,  a  convent  of  nuns  of  the 
order  of  San  Augustin,  was  founded  in  1554. 
In  I63I,  it  contained  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  nuns  of  the  black,  and  thirty-seven  of  the 
white  veil,  together  with  eighteen  novices^ 
who,  with  seculars,  servants,  and  slaves,  in- 
creased the  number  of  females  in  the  convent 
to  eight  hundred  :  at  present,  scarcely  one- six- 
teenth can  be  found.  When  they  removed 
from  their  first  dwelling  to  the  present  con- 
vent, the  streets  were  hung  with  silks,  and 
the  way  strewed  with  mint  and  flowers,  and 
the  viceroy,  the  bishop,  and  the  prelates  of  the 
church  accompanied  them. 

The  nuns  of  La  Incarnacion  profess  three 
vows — poverty,  obedience,  and  chastity:  though 
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the  cloister  is  not  enjoined,   they  observe  it 
religiously.     Their  several  officers  are  elected 
from  amongst  themselves,  every  three  years. 
The  time  not  devoted  to  vigils  and  other  reli- 
gious ceremonies,  is  employed  in  making  sweet- 
meats, pastillas,  artifidal  flowers,  &c.,  which  are 
sold  at  the  convent  door.      Notwithstanding 
that  poverty  is  professed  in  many  nunneries, 
several  of  them  are  wealthy,  and  require  each 
novice  to  bring  with  her  a  dower  of  from  one 
to  four  thousand  dollars,  which,  on  the  death 
of   the  nun,    becomes    the    property   of   the 
convent. 

As  is  generally  the  case  with  all  institutions 
of  the  kind,  there  is  a  romantic  tale  connected 
with  the  foundation  of  this  nunnery,  which  is 
related  by  the  Fray  Calancha. 

When  the  Captain  General  of  Peru,  Pablo 
de  Meneses,  arrived  at  Pucara  with  the  royal 
camp,  Francisco  Emandez  Giron  attempted  to 
surprise  it  by  night,  with  eight  hundred  chosen 
men,  armed  with  arquebuses  and  lances.  This 
was  on  Sunday,  October  7th,  1554.  He  was 
betrayed  by  Francisco  Mendez,  and  Domingo 
Ollave  Vizcaino,  who  went  over  to  the  royal 
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army.  A  battle  took  place.  Both  fought 
most  valiantly,  but  the  arms  of  the  king  were 
triumphant. 

The  following  night,  Giron  determined  to 
fly ;  not  through  fear  of  the  royal  army,  but 
because  his  camp  was  mutinous,  and  he  was 
^prehensive  of  being  assassinated.  He  there- 
fore sent  Gonzalo  Vasquez,  with  a  religious 
firiar,  to  urge  his  lady,  Dona  Mencia  de  Sosa, 
to  remain  behind,  that  he  might  have  no  impe- 
diment in  flight.  She  manifested  much  afllic- 
ticm  at  the  communication  of  his  desire,  and 
replied :  "  Ever  since  Frandsco  Emandez  Gi- 
ron took  me  from  the  house  of  my  fathers,  I 
have  borne  him  company,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
part  from  him  now,  but  would  follow  him  and 
be  his  partner  in  toil,  as  I  have  been  in  his  ho- 
nours  and  prosperity.  Though  my  husband  do 
not  concede  this  through  love,  he  must  through 
necessity  ;  for  I  will  follow  him  on  foot,  with  a 
staff  in  my  hand,  and  never  shrink  back  from 
difficulties  nor  distress." — "Rare  example  of 
female  fortitude,  and  of  a  perfect  wife !"  piously 
exclaims  the  good  Fray  Calancha. 
When   Giron  heard   this,  he  said,  "  Lady, 
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God  never  ordained  that  I  should  leave  thee 
against  thy  will ;  therefore,  prepare  thyself  at 
once,  and  follow  me."  Dona  Mencia  hastened 
her  servants  in  their  preparations  for  immediate 
departure.  The  friends  of  Giron  murmured, 
and  remonstrated  against  his  having  the  hin« 
drance  of  a  wife  in  his  flight.  At  last,  upon 
their  solicitation,  he  consented  to  leave  her. 
He  bade  her  an  affectionate  adieu,  and  she 
swooned  away  !  On  her  recovery,  she  inquired 
for  her  husband,  and  ascending  a  height,  looked 
after  him  in  every  direction.  He  had  gone. 
She  dissembled  her  grief,  and,  thinking  more 
of  his  defence  than  of  her  own  safety,  prevailed 
upon  several  of  the  captains  to  follow  her  hus- 
band. She  was  left  alone,  poor,  without  even 
a  change  of  dress,  or  a  servant,  for  all  had  been 
sent  off  when  she  determined  to  follow  her 
lord. 

Captain  Ruibarba  carried  Doiia  Mencia  to 
Cuzco,  where  she  was  protected  by  her  relation, 
the  Oidor,  Saravia.  Thence,  with  every  atten- 
tion to  which  her  high  rank  entitled  her,  she 
was  conducted  to  her  father's  house  in  Lima. 
Giron  was  taken.     She  heard  the  executioner 
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proclaim  before  her  fathers  door:  "By  his 
Afajesty,  and  the  magnificent  Cavalier  Don 
Pedro  Puertocarrero,  Maestre  de  Campo,  this 
doom  is  ordered  to  be  executed  upon  this  man, 
as  a  traitor  to  the  royal  crown,  and  as  a  dis- 
turber of  the  public  peace. — His  head  to  be 
stricken  off,  and  fixed  on  the  scaffold  of  the 
dty;  his  houses  to  be  razed,  and  the  ground 
sowed  with  salt,  and  a  marble  monument  to  be 
erected  thereon,  to  commemorate  his  crimes." 

Upon  hearing  this  proclamation,  she  turned 
to  a  crucifix  and  said :  "  Thy  will  be  done ; 
receive  the  pang  which  pierces  my  soul ;  place 
it  with  those  which  afilicted  thy  holy  body, 
and  grant  that  my  husband  die  in  thy  grace, 
and  that  I  may  remain  henceforward  under  thy 
protection ;  I  desire  no  other  husband ;  my 
whole  life  shall  be  dedicated  to  thy  love  !"  She 
bore  with  Christian  fortitude  the  spectacle  of 
the  body  of  the  husband  she  so  tenderly  loved, 
dragged  through  the  streets  at  the  tail  of  a  horse  ! 

After  this,  Dona  Mencia,  and  her  mother. 
Dona  Leonor  Puertocarrero,  dedicated  them- 
selves to  penance,  and  the  discharge  of  cha- 
ritable acts  and  religious  services.     With  the 
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fliir  :nc  ae  ^Ai^ecsdn  frnn^  tbcy  soon  became 
^ae  5jnnien>  ot'  the  cooTent  of  La  Incarna- 
dco. — ^^  W«iiezfiiL^  s^rs  Calanrha,  ^are  the 
wvT»  df  iSinieBce»  who  disposes  c^  remote 
3it5sx»  &r  the  aoofxcplisluiieiit  of  ooDvenient 


T^  eoKineni  of  Santo  Domingo  occupies  an 
J4sflre.  If  b  divided  into  four  great 
coEzi»  or  qiadnngles^  sarroanded  by  corridors, 
sppottd  on  arches  of  farid^  Various  rooms 
and  cAces  open  on  these  corridors.  Their 
wa&  Jie  hung  vith  paintings^  illustrative  of 
sacred  Idstoiy.  but  none  of  them  can  be  con- 
sidoed  a&  a  Terr  meritorious  production.  It 
ha$  a  sgsaSk  garden  and  a  fountain.  One  of 
ii5  s«ks  overlooks  the  Rimac,  and  has  a  fine 
Tiev  of  the  bridge,  the  river,  and  the  country 
around. 

Under  one  of  the  ffights  of  broad  stairs,  lead- 
ing from  a  court  to  a  corridor,  is  a  small  chapel, 
dedicated  to  San  Martin.  Over  its  altar  is 
suspended  a  burning  lamp,  which  is  constantly 
fed.  On  the  door  there  is  a  notice,  that  an 
illustrious  bishop  concedes  eighty  days  of  indul- 
gence to  any  p»son  who  will  devoutly  pray  one 
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iohe  before  the  image.     This  chapel  is  iUumi- 

Hated  every  Friday, 

The  church  is  on  the  comer  of  the  building, 
and  attached  to  it  is  the  highest  steeple  in 
Ldma,  furnished  with  several  very  large  fine- 
famed  bells.  The  church  is  nearly  three  hun- 
dred feet  longy  by  eighty  broad.  The  ceiling 
is  arched,  and  covered  with  many  curious 
mouldings  and  ornaments.  The  square  columns 
and  pilasters  which  sustain  its  lofty  arches  are 
hung  with  crimson  velvet,  with  deep  borders  of 
gold.  At  one  end  is  the  great  altar,  and  at  the 
other  a  gallery  for  the  choir.  To  the  right  and 
left  of  the  **  altar  mayor"  are  two  smaller  ones  ; 
the  first  dedicated  to  Santa  Rosa  de  Lima,  and 
the  other  to  Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary.  On  the 
altar  of  Santa  Rosa  is  a  representation  of  that 
saint  sleeping  in  a  bed,  attended  by  an  angel. 
I  took .  it  to  be  a  plaster  cast,  but  a  lay  brother 
of  the  convent  assured  me  that  it  was  marble. 
Above  it  is  a  curiously  carved  box,  containing 
the  saint's  skull.  Next  to  her,  on  the  lateral 
wall,  is  the  altar  of  Santo  Domingo,  the  patron 
of  this  convent :  every  Tuesday  morning,  at 
seven  o'clock,  the  reliques  of  that  saint,  kept  in 
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the  intervals  locked  in  a  casket^  are  publicly 
exhibited. 

"  Sweet  sight  for  vulgar  eyes  I" 

Opposite  to  the  shrine  of  Santa  Rosa  is  a  chapel 
of  ''  Nuestra  Senora  del  Rosario  de  los  Natales." 
Between  them  are  several  shrines  and  altars, 
many  of  which  are  beautifully  ornamented 
with  miniature  figures,  representing  portions 
of  biblical  history.  The  opposite  side  of  the 
church  is  taken  up  with  altars  of  saints  and 
paintings. 

When  I  first  visited  this  church,  the  great 
altar  was  illuminated,  and  mass  was  chanting 
for  the  rest  of  the  souls  of  some  departed  bro- 
thers of  the  convent  From  it  I  passed  to  the 
cloister,  around  which  the  history  and  genea- 
logy of  Santo  Domingo  is  presented  in  a  series 
of  paintings.  The  entire  wall,  below  its  cor- 
ridor, is  covered  with  pictures  and  Dutch  tiles. 
Several  rooms  occupy  its  different  sides,  the 
largest  of  which  was  the  refectory,  but  now  a 
dusty,  unfurnished  hall,  animated  by  thousands 
of  fleas,  that  skip  joyfully  over  every  visiter, 
from  whom  they  seldom  depart  without  leaving 
marks  of  their  fondness. 
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I  found  a  knot  of  friars  and  lay  brothers  in 
the  doister^  chatting'and  smoking  cigars.  I  ad- 
dressed the  cleanest  of  them,  (cleanliness  was 
not  a  remarkable  trait  in  any  of  the  Domi- 
BicanSy)  who,  at  my  request,  ordered  one  of  the 
lay  brothers  to  conduct  me  through  the  pre- 
mises. This  cicerone  proved  to  be  almost  totally 
ignorant  of  the  history  of  the  convent,  except^ 
indeed^  touching  its  former  wealth,  present 
paverty,  and  defacement  by  the  patriot  troops 
quart^ed  in  it  by  San  Martin. 

Previous  to  the  revolution,  this  convent  pos- 
sessed three  sugar  plantations,  besides  other 
real  estate.  Nearly  all  this  property  has  been 
taken  by  the  government,  and  in  lieu  of  it  each 
friar  receives  monthly  fifteen  dollars.  In  1820, 
it  contained  one  hundred  and  sixty  friars ;  in 
1829,  ninety-five;  and  in  1888,  only  fifty-three. 
They  now  depend  upon  alms,  given  for  masses, 
and  the  small  monthly  salary  for  their  main- 
tenance. 

Until  within  a  few  years  there  was  a  splendid 
procession  from  this  convent  the  day  preceding 
Good  Friday.  In  it  were  carried  on  tables, 
covered  with  sheets  of  silver,  the  image  of  Santa 
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Catalina,  the  crofming  with  thorns,  Jesus  the 
Nazarin,  m  a  robe  of  purple  Telret,  under  a 
canopy  of  the  same,  fringed  with  fine  gold, 
bearing  the  hdj  cross ;  ^  Noestra  Senorm  de  k 
Soledad/  accompanied  bj  St.  John  the  £van* 
gelist,  under  a  canopy  of  Uue  velvet  firinged 
with  fine  silver;  and  the  holy  rdique  of  the 
Samctmm  Lignum  CrmdSj  carried  in  a  silver 
sagrario.  The  whole  was  followed  l^  the  bro- 
therhood of  St.  Dominique,  asdsted  by  all  the 
nobles  of  the  city,  bearing  wax  candles  of  a 
pound  each,  and  preceded  by  the  provincial  and 
prior.  Both  instrummtal  and  vocal  music 
accompanied  this  procession.  It  took  place  at 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  passed  through  several 
streets  to  the  Plaza,  and  back  to  the  convent* 

Connected  with  the  convent  of  Santo  Do- 
mingo are  the  several  congregations  of  the 
^*  Negros  Bozales,"  composed  of  the  slaves  of 
Lima  and  its  vicinity.  The  curious  annual 
feasts  of  this  degraded  people  are  still  cele- 
brated in  the  church,  though  not  with  as  much 
iclat  as  in  former  years. 

In  Lima  are  the  descendants  of  ten  difier^it 

♦  Diario  de  Lima  for  April  1791. 
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African  tribes,  viz.  the  Terranovos,  Lucum^s, 
Mandingas,  Cambundas,  Carabaltes,  Cangaes, 
Chalas,  Huarochiries,  Congos,  and  Misangas. 
All  these  names  are  not  derived  from  the  re- 
spective countries  of  the  different  castes,  but 
some  are  arbitrary,  as  the  Huarochiries. 

All  the  castes  are  subject  to  two  corporals, 
elected  for  life  from  amongst  themselves.  The 
election  is  held  in  the  chapel  of  ^'  Nuestra 
Senora  del  Rosario,'*  founded  in  this  convent 
by  the  several  nations.  Those  who  vote  are 
chief  Negroes,  and  twenty-four  from  each 
nation  forming  a  brotherhood.  The  election 
takes  place  in  the  presence  of  the  chaplain  ;  the 
oldest  and  those  descended  from  the  original 
founders  are  generally  nominated,  and  when 
elected,  have  their  names  recorded  in  a  book 
kept  for  the  purpose.  The  same  formalities 
are  observed  in  the  election  of  sub-corporals  or 
members  of  the  brotherhoods  of  twenty-four. 
To  be  admitted,  the  corporal  contributes  ten 
doUars,  and  the  brother  twelve,  one-half  of 
which  is  devoted  to  the  worship  of  Our  Lady, 
and  the  other  for  refreshments  at  the  election 
feast.     These  offices  confer  high  consideration 
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npoD  their  fimrtinMiies  in  the  tribe,  hot  they  do 
not  alleriate  in  any  d^ree  the  pains  of  slavery. 
To  show  hoar  little  their  tank  and  titles  availed 
them,  it  is  stated,  that  a  gentleman  seeing  a 
Negro  in  the  stodu^  on  a  neighbouring  £srm, 
asked  who  he  was.  The  other  slaves  rej^ied, 
"That  is  the  King  of  CoDgp!" 

To  defray  the  expenses  c^  the  feast  of  Our 
Lady  of  the  Rosary,  eadi  individual  pays  n 
half  real  on  the  first  Sunday  aftw  Corpus^  at 
a  small  table  placed  in  frcHit  of  the  church; 
and  on  the  death  of  any  <Hie  of  the  corporals 
<Mr  brothers,  eadi  brotherhood  contributes  six 
reales  to  defray  the  exp^ise  of  masses  and 
responses. 

In  by-gone  days,  the  several  brotherhoods 
worshipped  their  respective  saints  in  different 
eonvents ;  but  now,  those  of  this  convent  only 
remain. 

The  prindpal  feast  is  celebrated  on  the  Sun- 
day of  the  **  Infraoctava  of  Corpus."  AU  the* 
tribes  assemble,  and  form  a  procession,  which 
moves  from  the  convent  of  Santo  Domingo. 
Each  one  carries  its  standard,  under  which 
walks  the  king  or  queen,  with  a  sceptre  in  the 
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right  band,  and  a  stick  in  the  left  They  are 
accompanied  by  noisy  and  disagreeably  toned 
instruments,  amongst  which  the  hautboy,  ma* 
rimba,  and  a  rude  drum,  are  most  conspicuous. 
In  fact,  there  is  scarcely  a  procession  in  Lima, 
whether  civic,  religious,  or  military,  in  which 
some  of  these  instruments  are  not  seen,  and, 
what  is  worse,  heard,  following  in  the  rear. 
The  Negroes,  on  this  occasion,  dress  and  deco- 
rate th^nselves  in  a  most  grotesque  manner; 
some  paint  their  faces  with  various  colours,  and 
others  resemble  so  many  fiends  from  another 
world.  The  women  ornament  the  hair  with  a 
profusion  of  jasmine  flowers  and  gilt  paper. 
Some  of  them  carry  a  long  pole,  hung  with 
pieces  of  tin,  ribbons,  and  tinsel-paper,  around 
which  a  half-dozen  circulate  in  a  slow  dance,  as 
they  advance,  screeching  in  most  discordant 
tones,  while  the  pole  is  stricken  on  the  ground, 
in  time  to  what  they  call  music,  causing  a 
rattling  and  clattering,  not  easily  described. 

These  customs  were  probably  brought  from 
the  countries  whence  the  slaves  were  taken, 
and  are  still  preserved  by  their  descendants,  but 
not  so  strictly  observed  now  as  when  they  were 
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first  engrafted  upon  the  Roman  Church  in 
Peru.  At  first  it  was  allowed,  as  a  sort  of  con- 
solation, which  every  nation,  savage  and  civi- 
lized, seeks  in  its  religion,  in  times  of  adver- 
sity, and  was  afterwards  maintained  as  lucrative 
to  the  convents  and  churches  to  which  they 
resorted. 

In  1791,  there  were  sixteen  of  these  brother- 
hoods, that  held  meetings,  over  which  a  cor- 
poral presided  as  president ;  and  they  were  ex- 
tremely jealous  of  rank  on  these  occasions. 
They  had  their  dances  and  their  feasts,  and 
when  any  one  of  them  died,  they  watched  over 
the  body  during  the  night,  the  relatives  sitting 
round,  and  frequently  breaking  forth  in  apos- 
trophes of  grief.  When  a  widow  put  off 
mourning,  or  ceased  to  mourn  for  her  husband, 
and  was  about  to  marry  again,  she  was  carried 
in  a  chair  to  the  house  of  the  brotherhood, 
where  she  made  demonstrations  of  the  deepest 
sorrow ;  and  if  she  failed  to  enact  her  part  satis- 
factorily, she  was  castigated  without  mercy. 
As  she  entered  the  door,  a  Iamb  was  slain  upon 
one  of  the  seats  in  the  apartment ;  and  she  pre- 
sented, on  a  tray,  all  the  old  shoes  she  had  worn 
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during  widowhood.  Having  made  this  sacri- 
fice to  the  manes  of  her  husband,  the  prelimi- 
naries of  the  marriage  were  settled,  and  the 
ceremony  concluded  in  festivity. 

When  a  Negro,  however,  lost  his  wife,  he 
made  no  sacrifice  of  the  kind ;  **  for,*'  said  he, 
**  a  man  is  contemptible  who  shows  sorrow  for 
the  death  of  a  wife,  when,  for  one  thus  lost,  a 
hundred  may  be  found  !"  ♦ 

The  convent  of  St.  Francis,  which  stands 
on  the  banks  of  the  Rimac,  is  amongst  the 
oldest,  and  is  the  largest  in  Lima.  Its  build- 
ings, church,  and  cloisters  cover  two  squares  of 
ground.  It  has  its  gardens  and  fountains,  its 
statues  and  paintings.  The  church  is  next  in 
size  to  the  cathedral,  and  at  one  time  was  the 
richest  in  Peru.  Its  interior  is  divided  by 
three  naves,  traversed  by  two  aisles,  forming  a 
double  cross.  It  contains  many  chapels,  shrines, 
and  altars,  which  are  gorgeously  decorated  with 
gold,  silver,  ebony,  marble,  precious  stones,  vel- 
vet, and  damask,  disposed  in  good  taste.  On 
the  great  altar,  in  a  silver  sagrario,  are  deposited 
the  reliques  of  San  Francisco  Solano  (who  was 

*  Mercurio  Peruano,  torn.  ii.  1791. 
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canonized  in  1726),  where  they  rest  "  embahn- 
ed  in  the  aroma  of  his  own  virtues."  ♦  The 
splendour  of  this  church  impresses  the  beholder 
with  a  religious  awe;  when  lighted  with  its 
thousand  candles,  and  the  deep-toned  organs 
fill  its  arches  with  their  mellow  sounds,  it  is 
eminently  calculated  to  impose  upon  the  vulgar, 
and  inspire  that  devotion  which,  I  fear,  has  been 
long  an  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  rational 
liberty  in  Spanish  America. 

The  convent  of  Our  Lady  of  Mercy  is  less 
extensive,  less  magnificent,  and  in  a  state  of 
greater  ruin,  from  having  suffered  more  during 
the  revolution. 

The  convent  of  San  Pedro  is  in  better  keep- 
ing, but  was  never  as  rich  as  those  already 
mentioned.  In  one  of  its  apartments  is  a  large 
but  coarse  picture  of  purgatory  and  hell,  in 
which  all  the  torments  of  the  damned  are  most 
grotesquely  represented.  In  one  part  of  it,  a 
young  devil  sits  astride  the  shoulders  of  a  mor- 
tal victim,  and  confronting  him,  tearing  out  his 
tongue ;  in  another,  a  red-hot  bolt  of  iron  is 
driven   longitudinally  through   the   head  and 

*  Sol  y  Afio  Feliz  del  Peru,  1785. 
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body  with  a  huge  sledge-hammer,  slung  by  a 
hideous  demon:  here  is  the  death-bed  of  a 
Christian^  surrounded  by  angels ;  there,  that  of 
a  sinner^  attended  by  fiends ;  again,  the  course 
of  Christian  life  allegorized  in  a  procession  of 
religious  of  both  sexes,  contrasted  by  a  mixed 
company  of  musicians,  lawyers,  and  bacchana- 
lians, dancing  merrily  to  **  the  burning  gulf/' 
All  of  which  is  piously  intended  to  strike  terror 
into  the  hearts  of  the  ignorant  and  wicked,  and 
thus  frighten  them  into  the  love  of  the  benefi- 
cent Almighty ! 

In  a  large  hall  of  this  convent  is  placed  the 
public  library,  consisting  of  eleven  thousand 
volumes,  arranged  in  chapters.  That  of  the 
History  of  America  is  a  valuable  collection, 
both  of  ancient  and  modem  authors.  The  col- 
lection of  Bibles  is  large,  and  that  of  the  Holy 
Fathers  extensive  and  curious.  The  library 
was  instituted  on  the  21st  August,  1821,  by  San 
Martin^  who  gave  a  number  of  valuable  works ; 
but  the  great  mass  was  derived  from  the  con- 
vents of  the  city,  by  his  order.  A  reading- 
room  is  attached  to  the  library,  furnished  with 
marble  tables,  chairs,  maps,  charts,  &c.      No 
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person  is  allowed  to  read  in  the  library,  nor 
is  any  one  permitted  to  carry  books  to  his  own 
dwelling.  The  librarian  attends  on  all  work- 
ing days,  from  nine  o'clock  a.  m.  to  two  p.  m., 
and  from  four  p.m.  till  sunset.  In  these 
intervals,  many  resort  there  to  read  the  daily 
gazettes,  and  the  periodicals  of  the  country. 

This  institution,  which  is  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  Minister  of  State,  is  kept  in  better 
order,  and  is  more  creditable  to  its  officers  and 
the  government,  than  any  other  in  Peru. 

The  convent  of  Monserat,  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city,  is  small  and  in  a  state  of  ruin. 
I  visited  it  on  a  Sunday  morning,  and  found 
the  only  friar  now  attached  to  it,  busily  at 
work,  stacking  grass  for  his  horses,  assisted  by  a 
Negro  boy. 

Of  the  nunneries,  several  in  number,  I  can 
say  nothing,  because  men  are  not  permitted  to 
enter  them.  Females,  however,  are  not  per- 
mitted to  visit  the  cloisters  of  any .  convent, 
without  special  permission  from  a  prelate,  un- 
less they  be  enceintes ! 

Besides  the  many  convents  and  monasteries, 
Lima  contains  fifty-seven  churches,  and  twenty- 
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five  chapels  belonging  to  hospitals,  colleges, 
&c.  With  the  exception  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
there  is  a  more  continuous  ringing  and  chiming 
of  bells  in  this,  than  in  any  other  city  I  have 
ever  visited.  The  clocks  strike  the  quarters, 
and  no  two  in  the  city  agree  in  time,  so  that  one 
or  another  is  striking  every  five  minutes.  Then 
the  church,  convent,  and  monastery  bells  are 
tolled  almost  every  hour  for  some  ceremony;  and 
at  midnight  they  summon,  with  iron  tongue, 
the  nuns  and  friars  to  their  vigils.  Again,  bells 
are  tolled  after  earthquakes,  and  rung  merrily 
on  the  receiving  of  joyful  news.  Habit  could 
not  accustom  the  inhabitants  to  their  clamorous 
din ;  therefore,  decrees  have  been  issued  at 
different  times,  to  regulate  the  length  of  time 
which  bells  might  be  rung  on  the  occasion 
of  funerals,  religious  ceremonies,  and  general 
or  partial  rejoicings.  Nevertheless,  they  soon 
became  as  great  an  annoyance  as  ever. 

From  the  number  of  churches  and  chapels  in 
Lima,  it  was  a  common  saying,  many  years 
ago,  that  "  Peru  and  its  capital,  *  The  City  of 
Kings,'  would  send  more  souls  and  saints  to 
heaven,  than  the  mines  would  yield  dollars  to 
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the  worid  T  Yet  it  does  not  follow,  for  I  have 
it  remarked,  that  [Hiests  bear  about  the 
rdatioD  to  idigion  diat  kwyers  do  to 
law ;  wliidi  I  think  is  illustrated  in  this  dty.  I 
fear,  as  has  been  said  of  the  "^  Niobe  of  Na- 
tjons,**  it  cuotaiiis  ^too  many  priests  to  leave 
any  room  for  religion.*  Although  the  whole 
population  may  be  looked  upon  as  formal  Ca- 
tholics, Teiy  few  of  Aem  are  strictly  or  really 
deinut.  Their  notions  of  vdigion  are  confined 
to  the  cfaurdi  ceremonies  and  the  ccmfessionaL 
NererthelesB,  that  there  are  yeiy  many  pious 
and  tndy  Christian  peofde  in  Peru,  cannot  be 
doubted :  this  may  be  inferred  from  the  numer- 
ous temples  <tf  public  wcMvhip,  and  the  charita* 
hie  institutions  <tf  the  country. 

Amidst  the  civil  wars  whidi  distracted  Peru 
in  the  years  following  the  death  of  Pizarro, 
commenced  the  exercise  oi  Christian  charity, 
which  rejoices  in  relieving  the  sufierings  of  die 
destitute.  Several  of  the  institutions  founded 
at  that  time  still  remain,  and  form  an  interest- 
ing if  not  a  very  striking  contrast  with  the  pre- 
valent licentiousness  of  the  age. 
About  the  year  1597>  I^uis  Pecador,  more 
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pious  and  philaDtbropic  than  his  name  suggests, 
began  collecting  alms  for  the  purpose  of  insti- 
tuting a  Foundling  Hospital.     In  160S,  the 
proper  licences  being  obtained,  he  commenced 
receiving  the  little  unfortunates,  (the  sins  of 
their  fathers  being  visited  upon  them,)  on  a 
domb  wheel,  fixed  in  the  wall  of  the  house 
destined  for  their  reception.    Coloured  children 
were  educated  as  servants,  and  were  placed, 
when   eighteen   years    of   age,    with    eligible 
masters.    In  1648,  the  number  of  foundlings 
maintained  was  so  great,  that  seventy  nurses 
were   employed:   though  the  population  was 
not  more  than  half  of  what  it  is  in  the  present 
day,  furtive  births  were  more  numerous.     In 
1791,  this  **  Casa  de  Huerfanos"  employed  one 
hundred  and  five  nurses  ! 

The  ''Colegio  de  Santa  Cruz  de  las  Ninas 
Expositas"  was  founded  in  1659.  It  was  des- 
tined for  the  reception  of  all  Spanish  White 
female  children  whom  their  parents  cruelly 
abandon  to  hide  their  own  shame,  and  those 
who  are  destitute  through  the  indigence  of 
their  fathers.  They  are  received  from  the 
tenderest   infancy,  nursed,   clothed,  educated. 
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and  mamtiined,  until  they  become  capable  of 
g^uning  their  own  subsist^ice,  or  are  married. 
It  was  originaDT  endowed  with  a  capital  of 
341y6a6  doOars.  with  some  real  estate,  which 
yidded,  in  1791»  14^8  dollars  annually. 

The  ^Casa  de  Ampaiadas,"  or  House  of 
Refuge;  was  founded  by  the  Viceroy,  Conde  de 
Lemos,  in  1670.  It  receiTed  indigent  females 
who  were  without  homes,  and  an  apartment 
was  destined  for  the  reception  of  those  whose 
honour  and  hopes  Jiad  been  blighted  by  the 
libertines  of  the  capital :  here  they  were  provided 
for,  and  every  mild  means  was  resorted  to  for 
the  regeneraticHi  of  their  morals. 

Another  institution,  perhaps  more  beneficial 
than  either  of  the  others,  is  the  **  Real  Monte 
de  Piedad."  It  was  begun  in  I???,  with  a 
capital  of  23,000  dollars,  which  was  increased 
by  donations,  by  a  tax  on  the  lottery  of  12,000 
dollars,  by  another  on  the  cock-pit  of  400  dol- 
lars, and  an  annual  benefit  at  the  bull-bait  Its 
object  was  to  aid  the  poor,  and,  in  case  of  their 
death,  to  purchase  masses  for  the  benefit  of 
their  souls.  In  1792,  the  directors  distributed 
from  three  to  four  thousand  dollars  monthly, 
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aiDongst  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  persons. 

Lima  contains  eleven  public  hospitals,  viz. : 
San  Andrez,  for  lunatics ;  Santa  Ana,  and  Santa 
Maria  de  la  Caridad,  for  women  only ;  Espiritu 
Santo,  for  mariners;  San  Bartolome,  for  Negroes 
and  the  various  castes  of  both  sexes,  in  separate 
houses ;  San  Juan  de  Dios ;  San  Pedro ;  Beth* 
lemitas ;  the  Refuge,  for  the  incurables  of  both 
lexes ;  San  Lazero,  for  lepers  o£  both  sexes ; 
and  Las  Camilas,  for  women  under  every  cir- 
cumstance and  disease. 

All  these  hospitals  are  large,  and  offer  a  fine 
field  to  the  medical  student  for  acquiring  a 
practical  knowledge  of  all  forms  of  disease. 
The  number  of  flesh-wounds,  inflicted  by 
knives  in  the  personal  rencontres,  so  frequently 
taking  place  amongst  the  lower  orders,  is  as- 
tonishingly great.  Where  Irishmen  of  a  simi- 
lar rank  resort  to  the  shillelah,  and  Englishmen 
and  Americans  to  the  fists,  Peruvians  fly  to  the 
knife,  and  end  the  broil  by  the  death  or  severe 
wound  of  one  of  the  party.  It  is  in  hospitals 
and  charitable  institutions  of  large  cities,  that 
the  moral  character  of  the  plebeian  mass  may  be 
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cofRedj  estimated,  for  the  rett 


md  penmy  surdj  fidlow  quick  in  the 

Xuiwitlntandiiig  the  number  of   hospitals 
Mid  ^'**— ^**M^  instittttiaiis  d  Lima,  thare  is 
BO  citT  wheie  more  ahns  are  bestowed  mi  in- 
fividnal  mcndBeants  than  in  this.     There  is 
not  a  square  in  which  one  does   not    meet 
squalid  wretdies,  mduned  or  Uind,  oying  in 
saost  piteous  tones^  "  Una  limosnita,   por  ek. 
amor  de  Dios  T     **  Una  limosna  por  un  pobre 
ciego  que  quiere  pan,  por  dl  amor  de  mi  Senora 
Mstia  Puiisimar—«  Ahns,  for  the  love  of  Godr 
^  Ahns  for  a  poor  hfind  man  who  wants  facead» 
for  the  loTe  of  my  Lady  Marj  the  Most  Pure.'' 
Saturday  is  beggars'  day,  and  also  the  day  of 
duns»  when  merdiants'  clerks  visit  debtees  to 
so&Git  paymoit.     The  doors  of  the  rich  are 
beset  for  diarity,  but  they  only  give  to  a  car- 
tain  few  whom  they  patronise.    These  are  pro- 
fessional mendicants.    In  ISiiS,  one  of  those 
wretdies  died  rather  than  give  two  reales  for 
medicine^  and  alter  his  death  80,000  dollars  in 
hard  cash  were  found  under  his  bed ! 
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The  building  which  was  once  occupied  by 
die  Inquisition  is  now  a  gaol  for  common  felons. 
The  cells  formerly  used  for  confining  the  victims 
of  inquisitorial  torments  are  so  arranged  that 
no  two  doors  open  into  the  same  passage,  which 
is  between  tbem.  They  are  eight  feet  square 
and  ten  or  twelve  high,  and  without  light  On 
one  side  is  an  adobe  bench,  and  over  it  a  daub 
of  the  Virgin  and  a  crucifix.  In  some  of 
diem,  the  marks  of  fire,  where  the  victims  were 
toasted,  still  remain.  The  judgment  halls, 
with  their  secret  panels  and  machinery  for 
moving  the  head  and  eyes  of  the  image  of  Our 
Saviour,  are  now  the  offices  of  the  gaolers  and 
Doilitary  guard  which  protect  it. 

The  Inquisition,  with  all  its  horrors,  was 
established  at  Lima  in  1569)  and  exercised  the 
same  functions  as  in  Spain,  until  it  was  de- 
stroyed in  1821  by  San  Martin. 

One  of  its  halls  is  occupied  by  the  public 
museum,  which  contains  several  Peruvian  mum- 
mies, some  Indian  curiosities,  and  a  valuable 
collection  of  minerals.  The  whole  is  badly  ar- 
ranged and  extremely  dirty.    It  is  under  the 
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charge  of  a  scientific  Peruvian,  who  receives 
from  the  government  an  annual  salary  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars. 

The  University  of  St.  Mark  was  founded  in 
1571,  by  Don  Francisco  de  Toledo.  Ethics 
and  scholastic  learning  were  attended  to  more 
particularly  in  the  early  years  of  this  institu- 
tion. From  a  necessity  of  a  knowledge  of  the 
Quichua  and  other  Indian  languages,  in  pro* 
pagating  the  gospel  and  converting  the  abori* 
gines,  a  professorship  of  those  languages  was 
early  established,  and  continued  till  1770,  when 
the  Spanish  language  took  their  place.  Though 
medicine  was  taught,  the  chair  of  anatomy  did 
not  exist  until  1753,  when  it  was  founded  by 
the  late  Dr.  Unanu6. 

The  professors  received  low  salaries,  which 
were  derived  from  donations  of  pious  institu* 
tions,  and  a  repartamiento  or  division  oi  In- 
dians, bestowed  upon  the  university  by  one  of 
the  viceroys.  In  the  present  day,  it  receives 
the  proceeds  of  one  bull-bait  yearly,  and  is  oc- 
casionally assisted  by  Congress.* 

*  The  revenues  of  the  College  of  Medicine,  exclusive  of 
students'  fees,  are  as  follows : — 
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The  medical  department  of  the  university  is 
io  a  languishing  state,  though,  from  being 
attached  to  extensive  hospitals,  and  no  preju* 
dices  existing  against  dissections,  it  might,  in 
other  hands,  be  made  a  flourishing  school.  In 
1826,  a  board  of  trustees  was  appointed  for  the 
examination  of  students  at  the  end  of  each 
course  of  lectures.  The  professorships  are,  one 
of  anatomy,  one  of  physiology,  one  of  patho- 
logy, one  of  the  practice  of  medicine  and  clini- 
cal practice,  one  of  therapeutics  and  pharmacy, 
and  one  of  surgery  and  obstetrics,  with  a  de- 
monstrator in  the  anatomical  theatre.  Besides 
these,  there  is  one  of  natural  history  aided  by 
an  artist  or  painter,  and  a  professor  of  mathe- 
matics and  chemistry. 

The  students  generally  reside    within    the 

From  the  treasury,  for  educating  fourteen  students      Dollars, 


gratuitously       .... 

• 

2,100 

FrcnD  the  treasury 

• 

3,000 

Settled  revenue     . 

• 

530 

From  real  estate  belonging  to  the  college 

« 

500 

From  the  order  of  Buenamuerte 

• 

600 

From  the  convent  of  Santo  Domingo 

• 

1,394 

The  proceeds  of  one  bull-bait,  estimated  at 

• 
Total, 

1,300 

9,424 
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wa&  d  the  iitttitiitioD.  To  become  a  student, 
the  fwlkUlP  most  kiYe  mttained  f€Hirteen  yeon 
of  age;  Mid  pass  an  examinatioii  in  Spanish  and 
Latin  giammar,  reading  writing;  and  the  de- 
ments of  matbematics.  Out-students  pay  a  fee 
of  five  doDsR  monthly,  or  sixty  dollars  a^-year. 
Tbe  whole  coone  oocopes  four  years.  In 
183S»  it  contained  ddrty-four  students. 

The  House  of  Representatives  occupies  an 
apaitment  in  die  Univernty.  It  is  oUong, 
and  ligfated  firom  a  dome  above.  Commodious 
galleries  suiround  three  sides  of  the  hall,  for 
the  accommodatim  of  spectatx»rs ;  but  no  one 
b  permitted  to  enter  armed  with  a  sword,  or 
even  a  cane.  A  sentinel  at  the  do<Nr  prevents 
any  one  from  Altering  who  refuses  to  deposit 
his  weapcms  with  him.  The  Speaker^s  chair  is 
at  one  end,  boneath  a  dosfi  or  canopy,  and  in 
the  c»tre  stands  a  taUe  with  a  crucifix  upon 
it«  The  members  occupy  fixed  chairs,  arranged 
in  two  rows  along  each  wall,  and  are  not  afford- 
ed the  means  of  writing  at  thdr  seats.  They 
sometimes  rise  and  speak  from  their  places,  but 
when  about  arguing  a  question  at  length,  as- 
cend <Hie  of  the  tribunes,  premising,  "  Senores, 
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pido la  palabra" — ^'Gentlemen,  I  ask  leave  of 
speech."  The  best  orators  are  amongst  the 
clergy — one  named  Vigil,  whom  I  heard  speak 
against  Gamarra  the  President,  was  eloquent 
and  bold.  It  is  said,  that  he  has  drawn  tears 
from  the  whole  house. 

Around  an  inner  patio,  which  is  surrounded 
by  a  corridor,  and  into  which  several  committee 
rooms  open,  are  painted  on  the  wall,  symbolic 
representations  of  the  several  arts  and  sciences, 
each  with  an  appropriate  motto  from  the  Latin 
poets. 


56  THREE  YEARS  IN  THE   PACIFIC. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  Cathedral.  —  The  Sagrdrio.  —  Oraci6D.—  The  B6veda. 
-^Death  of  Pizarro. — His  interment. 

Without  any  claims  to  the  character  of  a 
very  pious  man,  I  was  led  into  the  cathedral 
on  the  first  morning  after  my  arrival.  The 
magnificence  and  splendour  of  the  interior — the 
interest  shed  over  it  by  being  founded  by  the 
conqueror  Pizarro,  and  its  now  being  the  rest- 
ing-place of  his  bones,  caused  me  to  repeat  my 
visits  again  and  again.  How  little  did  the 
Marques  think,  when  he  placed  the  comer- 
stone  of  this  edifice,  that  it  was  the  foundation 
of  his  own  mausoleum  ! 

In  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing the  building  at  leisure,  and  in  intervals 
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when  no  ceremomes  were  performing,  I  made 
acquaintance  with  the  sexton,  who  is  a  tall, 
emaciated  old  man,  with  sharp  features,  and  a 
pair  of  cunning  black  eyes.  He  had  been  in 
the  service  of  the  church,  man  and  boy,  for 
forty  years.  I  found  him  always  obliging,  and 
full  of  stories  of  by-gone  days.  From  haUt, 
he  spoke  in  a  subdued  tone ;  and  during  service 
was  seen  moving  about  with  noiseless  step,  dis- 
charging the  various  duties  of  his  office.  A 
few  reales  softened  his  solemn  visage  into  a 
pleasant  smile,  and  made  him  always  punctual 
in  his  appointments. 

The  cathedral  is  divided  into  three  naves.  A 
long  row  of  chapels,  closed  by  large  doors  of 
turned  wooden  bars,  between  which  the  whole 
interior  may  be  seen,  occupy  one  side  of  each  of 
the  lateral  aisles.  They  are  paved  with  large 
earthen  tiles,  laid  down  in  diamond  form,  and 
are  perfectly  clear,  extending  from  the  front  to 
the.  rear  of  the  building,  exceeding  three  hun- 
dred feet ;  the  ceiling  being  very  lofty,  and 
ornamented  with  architraves,  arches,  and  mould- 
ings, makes  the  great  length  appear  greater  than 
it  is.     The  centre  nave   is  broader  than   the 
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others,  but  not  so  long ;  its  floor  is  raised  three 
steps.  At  one  end  of  it  is  the  choir,  and  at  the 
other  the  '*  Altar  Mayor,''  or  great  altar. 

The  choir,  which  may  be  compared  to  a 
splendid  labyrinth,  contains  a  hundred  cedar 
chairs.  The  back  of  each  one  presents  the  hdf 
figure  of  a  saint,  beautifully  carved ;  and  the 
spaces  and  panels  between  them  are  ornamented 
with  angels,  saints,  animals,  birds,  and  flowers, 
in  relief,  executed  in  the  best  style.  The 
f&dstol,  or  chorister's  desk,  which  stands  in 
front,  corresponds  with  the  rest  The  sculpture 
of  this  spot  cost  S0,000  dollars  !^  Besides  two 
immense  organs  of  surpassing  melody — ^not  ex- 
ceeded, it  is  said,  by  any  in  Spain — on  certain 
occasions  there  is  an  accompaniment  of  violins, 
violoncellos,  harps,  and  wuid  instrumenta. 

Between  the  great  altar  and  the  choir,  is  the 
pulpit,  splendidly  carved  and  gilded,  the  cost  of 
which  exceeded  18,000  dollars ! 

The  Altar  Mayor  is  a  magnificent  structure, 
twenty-two  feet  wide  and  forty-five  in  height 

*  Vide :  Fama  Postuma  del  Senor  Doctor  Don  Juan 
Domingo  Gonzalez  de  la  Reguera ;  Dignisinio  XVI.  Ai%o- 
bispo  de  los  Rejres.    Lima,  mdcccv. 
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The  base  is  three  feet  high.  Upon  it  is  the 
altar  table,  covered  with  fine  cambric,  trimmed 
with  Mechlin  lace.  At  each  comer  of  this  base- 
ment stands  an  angel,  supporting  in  the  ex- 
tended hand  a  silver  lamp,  and  between  them 
tluree  large  nms:  one  contains  some  relics  of 
Santa  Rosa ;  a  second,  the  head  of  Santo  To* 
lilno ;  and  the  middle  one,  a  cross  of  gold  and 
precious  stones. 

The  tabemade  is  supported  by  twelve  columns 
of  the  Composite  order,  ten  feet  high  ;  those  in 
front  are  of  sheet  silver,  and  all  the  capitals, 
oomices,  and  mouldings  are  richly  gilt.  Toge- 
ther, they  form  a  sort  of  niche,  in  which  is  the 
sagrlurio  of  silver,  surmounted  by  a  figure  of  Our 
Saviour :  it  contains  the  custodium  of  gold.  At 
the  foot  of  the  sagr&rio  is  engraved,  in  large 
ffAd  letters, 

ECCE  EGO  VOBISCUM. 

In  the  lateral  angles  are  the  effigies  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist,  and  Santa  Rosa,  the  patroness 
of  the  Americas  and  of  Lima,  the  tutelaries  of 
this  church. 

On  the  cornice  of  this  first  story,  surrounded 
by  a  Grecian  veranda,  are  eight  columns,  which 
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rest  upon  the  pilasters  of  the  sagrdrio,  and  sup- 
port  another  veranda  above ;  thus  forming  a 
sort  of  throne  for  a  beautiful  image  of  Our 
Lady,  presented  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
Behind  it  is  the  apostle  Santiago.  The  whole 
is  canopied  with  crimson  velvet,  supported  by 
angels,  and  ornamented  with  gold  lace.  Large 
catidelabra,  and  candlesticks,  are  tastefully 
placed  in  different  parts  of  the  altar,  whichi 
when  lighted,  forms  a  splendid  spectacle. 

Until  the  revolution  of  1821,  the  standard  of 
Pizarro  was  preserved  over  the  top  of  the  altar. 
When  San  Martin  left  Peru,  he  carried  it  with 
him,  and  considered  it  his  proudest  trophy. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  columns  and  pilas- 
ters, which  support  the  vaulted  roof,  are  hung 
with  crimson  velvet,  bordered  with  gold  lace, 
and  the  many  pieces  of  gold  and  silver  on  the 
altars,  the  church  is  now  poor,  compared  to  its 
state  previous  to  the  Independence.  Immense 
quantities  of  plate  were  taken  during  the  war, 
first  by  San  Martin,  and  afterwards  by  Bolivai!» 
under  the  name  of  loans  to  the  .State.  One 
pair  of  candlesticks,  taken  from  the  great  altar, 
weighed  1500  marks,  or  13,000  ounces  of  silver! 
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Behind  the  Altar  Mayor,  and  opening  into 
the  communicating  passage  between  the  lateral 
naves,  is  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholomew, 
in  which  is  the  kneeling  statue  of  Don  Barto- 
]ome  Lobo  Guerrero,  the  third  archbishop  of 
Lima. 

In  front  of  the  choir,  being  the  anterior  end 
of  the  middle  nave,  and  fronting  the  Plaza,  is 
the  chapel  of  Nuestra  Seiiora  de  la  Antigua. 
The  altar  is  of  massive  silver,  and  above  it  is 
a  painting  of  Our  Lady,  holding  the  infant 
Saviour  in  her  arms.  On  the  left  of  the  altar  is 
a  tablet  inserted  in  a  pilaster,  bearing  the  foU 
lowing  inscription : — 

^  N.  S.  P.  Clemente  XIV.  por  su  Breve  de 
11  de  Jnnio  de  1771» 

^  Concede  k  todos  los  fieles  Cristianos  que  ver- 
daderamente  contritos  visitaren  este  altar  de 
N.  S.  de  la  Antigua,  pidiendo  por  su  intencion 
por  la  exaltacion  de  la  Santa  F6,  paz  y  Concor- 
dia entre  los  Principes  Cristianos,  y  rezdren  la 
Letania  de  N.  S.  el  Rosario  y  otras  devotas  ora-» 
dones,  todas  las  gracias,  yndulgencias,  y  aiios 
de  perdon  que  generalmente  estan  concedidos 
por  los  Suraos  Pontifices,  sus  antecesores,  k  los 
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que  visit&ren  los  altares  de  otras  Mntas  yma- 
genes,  y  en  especial  los  que  ooncedid  Sixto  V. 
y  confirmb  Benedicto  XIII.,  paraque  pueden 
aplicarlas  por  modo  de  sufragio  k  las  benditas 
almas  del  purgatorio  tx>das  las  veces  que  vin- 
tdren  este  altar,  y  rezaren  la  Letania,  el  Rosario^ 
o  la  Salve. 

**  Y  siendo  moralmente  imposible  espedft> 
car  el  numero  de  estas  yndulgendas,  baste 
decir  que  esta  concesion  es  de  las  mas  amplias 
oonque  la  Yglesia  puede  franqueamos  sua  te- 
soros  para  alibio  de  las  benditas  almas  del 
purgatorio." 

"  Our  Lord  the  Pope  Clement  XIV.,  by 
his  Breve  of  the  11th  of  June,  1771, 

''  Concedes  to  all  faithful  Christians,  who, 
truly  contrite,  may  visit  this  altar  of  Our  Lady 
of  Antigua,  asking  from  their  hearts  for  the 
exaltation  of  the  Holy  Faith,  peace  and  con- 
cord between  Christian  Princes,  and  pray  tiie 
Litany  of  Our  Lord,  the  Rosary,  and  other 
devout  prayers,  all  the  graces,  indulgences,  and 
years  of  pardon  which  are  generally  conceded 
by  the  High  Pontiffs,  his  predecessors,  to  those 
who  may  visit  the  altars  of  other  holy  images, 
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and  especially  those  conceded  by  Sixtus  V., 
and  confirmed  by  Benedict  XIII.,  that  they 
may  apply  them  as  a  suffrage  to  the  blessed 
souls  in  purgatory,  as  often  as  they  may  visit 
this  altar,  and  pray  the  Litany,  the  Rosary,  or 
Sahe. 

^  And  it  being  morally  impossible  to  specify 
the  nuniber  of  these  indulgences,  let  it  be  suffi- 
cient to  say,  that  this  concession  is  of  the  most 
ample  of  those  by  which  the  Church  can 
bestow  npon  us  its  treasures  for  the  relief  of 
the  blessed  souls  in  purgatory." 

The  chapels  on  the  sides  of  the  church  are 
eighteen  in  number.  The  first  on  the  left 
contains  a  piece  of  the  Sanctum  Lignum  Crucis, 
presented  at  the  solicitation  of  Ugart^,  the  fifth 
ardibishop,  by  Pope  Urban  VII.  In  this  chapel 
two  masses  are  chanted  yearly ;  one  on  the  day 
of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  the  other  on  that  of 
San  Antonio  de  Fadua.  Besides,  there  are  two 
chaplains  maintained,,  to  say  continual  masses 
fcMT  the  rest  of  Archbishop  Ugart^'s  soul ! 

Adjoining  the  door  leading  into  the  sacristy, 
is  the  chapel  of  Nuestra  Seiiora  de  la  Concep- 
cion,  in  which  are  preserved  memorials  of  Don 
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Feliciano  de  Vega,  archbishop  of  Mexico.  In 
it,  on  the  day  of  San  Feliciano,  a  ma»  waa 
chanted,  and  a  sermon  preached  in  the  church ; 
and  in  more  generous  times,  two  maidens  were 
married,  and  presented  with  a  dowry  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  each ! 

Near,  is  a  chapel  dedicated  to  Santa  Pcdonia 
Her  shrine  is  famous  for  the  cure  of  toothache. 
A  single  candle  burned  upon  her  altar,  accom- 
panied by  a  single  prayer,  and  the  pain  vanishes ! 
In  spite  of  general  faith,  the  barbers  of  this 
city  are  not  deprived  of  much  practice  in  the 
extraction  of  teeth,  by  the  intervention  of  this 
saint^s  power !  For  this  information,  I  am  in- 
debted to  some  of  the  boys  of  the  choir,  who 
claimed  a  real,  as  a  reward,  to  buy  sweetmeats ; 
but,  finding  it  was  not  to  be  had,  were  satisfied 
with  some  cigars. 

There  is  one  chapel,  dedicated  to  La  Puri- 
sima  Concepcion  de  la  Virgen,  which  was  the 
burial-place  of  the  Oydores,  ministers  and 
officers  of  the  king. 

The  other  chapels  are  dedicated  to  the  patron 
saints  of  Caballeros,  founded  and  decorated  by 
them  with  jewellery  and  rich  services  of  plate» 


\ 
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hich  was-founded  by  the 
tion  of  Our  Lady  to 

^lebrated  to  obtain 
^  *ce  of  their  patroness,  to 

^t    *  ^ne  ruinous  effects  of  earth- 

^  ^abildo  of  the  church  now  chant 

,  every  Tuesday  for  the  same  object, 
,\rhich  great  numbers  of  people  attend, 
n  the  door  of  one  of  the  chapels  is  a  notice 
painted  on.  a  board,  that 

"  The  Illustrious  Senor  Doctor  Don  Diego 
del  Corro,  Archbishop  of  Lima,  concedes 
eighty  days  of  indulgences  to  all  persons  who 
devoutly  pray  a  ^ve  before  Nuestra  Seiiora 
de  la  Candel&ria,  who  is  worshipped  in  this 
chapel  of  the  Holy  Martyrs,  Sr.  Crispin  and 
Crispiniano.     Year  1760." 

On  the  side  of  the  pilaster  next  its  entrance^ 
is  a  tin  box  with  a  slit  in  the  top,  the  meaning 
of  which  cannot  be  mistaken,  even  though  an 
inscription  beneath  it  did  not  state,  "  Here  is 
received  the  alms  for  Nuestra  Senora  de  la 
Candeldria,  who  is  worshipped  in  this  chapel 
of  the  Holy  Martyrs,  Sr.  Crispin  and  Cris- 
piniano.*' 

VOL.  n.  F 
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Feliciano  de  Vega,  archbishop  of  Mexico.  In 
it,  on  the  day  of  San  Feliciano,  a  mass  was 
chanted,  and  a  sermon  preached  in  the  church ; 
and  in  more  generous  times,  two  miudens  were 
married,  and  presented  with  a  dowry  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  each  ! 

Near,  is  a  chapel  dedicated  to  Santa  Pcdonia. 
Her  shrine  is  famous  for  the  cure  of  toothache. 
A  single  candle  burned  upon  her  altar,  accom- 
panied by  a  single  prayer,  and  the  pain  vanishes ! 
In  spite  of  general  faith,  the  barbers  of  this 
city  are  not  deprived  of  much  practice  in  the 
extraction  of  teeth,  by  the  intervention  of  this 
saint's  power !  For  this  information,  I  am  in- 
debted to  some  of  the  boys  of  the  choir,  who 
claimed  a  real,  as  a  reward,  to  buy  sweetmeats ; 
but,  finding  it  was  not  to  be  had,  were  satisfied 
with  some  cigars. 

There  is  one  chapel,  dedicated  to  La  Puri- 
sima  Concepcion  de  la  Virgen,  which  was  the 
burial-place  of  the  Oydores,  ministers  and 
officers  of  the  king. 

The  other  chapels  are  dedicated  to  the  patron 
saints  of  Caballeros,  founded  and  decorated  by 
them  with  jewellery  and  rich  services  of  plate. 
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In  one -of  these,  which  was-founded  by  the 
turodieriiood  for  the  visitation  of  Our  Lady  to 
Santa  Isabel,  a  feast  was  celebrated  to  obtain 
the  favourable  interference  of  their  patroness,  to 
protect  Lima  from  the  ruinous  effects  of  earth- 
quakes. The  cabildo  of  the  church  now  chant 
grand  mass  every  Tuesday  for  the  same  object, 
and  at  which  great  numbers  of  people  attend. 

On  the  door  of  one  of  the  chapels  is  a  notice 
painted  on.  a  board,  that 

*'  The  Illustrious  Senor  Doctor  Don  Diego 
del  Corro,  Archbishop  of  Lima,  concedes 
eighty  days  of  indulgences  to  all  persons  who 
devoutly  pray  a  solve  before  Nuestra  Seiiora 
de  la  CandeUria,  who  is  worshipped  in  this 
chapel  of  the  Holy  Martyrs,  Sr.  Crispin  and 
Crispiniano.    Year  1760." 

On  the  side  of  the  pilaster  next  its  entrance, 
is  a  tin  box  with  a  slit  in  the  top,  the  meaning 
of  which  cannot  be  mistaken,  even  though  an 
inscription  beneath  it  did  not  state,  **  Here  is 
received  the  alms  for  Nuestra  Seiiora  de  la 
CandeUria,  who  is  worshipped  in  this  chapel 
of  the  Holy  Martyrs,  Sr.  Crispin  and  Cris- 
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At  the  sides  of  the  choir  are  four  quite  small 
chapels,  very  richly  furnished.     One,  whidi  is 
dedicated  to  San  Pedro,  was  richly  endo^wad, 
and  received  many  indulgences  from  the  Apoi* 
^tolic  See.     A  chaplain  is  maintained  at  five 
hundred  dollars  yearly,  to  say  annually  one 
hundred  and  fifty  masses,  and  to  extract  a  soul 
from    purgatory  every  Monday  and    Friday 
throughout  the  year  !* 

The  sacristy  of  the  cathedral  is  ornamented 
on  one  side  with  cedar  panels  carved  in  relief, 
representing  Our  Saviour  and  the  twelve  afO^ 
ties.  Above  them  are  paintings  of  the  seasoofli 
and  on  the  opposite  wall  hang  portraits  of  die 
archbishops  and  distinguished  officers  of  the 
church.  This  apartment  is  furnished  wiA 
presses  and  wash-stands.  A  plentiful  supply 
of  brocades,  lamas  of  gold  and  silver,  cambriei^ 
laces,  and  altar  paraphernalia,  are  contahied  ki 
the  wardrobes  and  drawers  surrounding  the 
walls. 

From  the  sacristy  a  door  opens  into  a  ]migt 
room,  in  which  all  the  temporal  affairs  of  tbf 
church  are  transacted  :  it  is  the  chapter. 

*  Fama  Postuma  del  Sefior  Reguera. 
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The  Sagduio  is  a  small  parochial  church, 
oommiinicating  with  the  cathedral,  under  the 
administration  of  the  parish  in  which  the  cathe- 
dnd  is.      It    contains  several   chapels.      The 
Altar  Mayor  is  a  splendid  structure  of  statuary 
ind  painting,  so  nicely  blended,  that  at  a  short 
distance  a  coup  (fonl  cannot  distinguish  them. 
A  long  form  or  bench  stands  on  each  side 
of  this  church,  and  behind,  a  row  of  confes- 
sionals or  boxes,  in  which  the  priests  sit  and 
listen  to  the  chronicles  of  sin.    A  tin  plate,  per- 
fixated  with  holes,  is  placed  in  the  side,  in  a 
oon?enient  position  for  the  ear  of  the  Father, 
>Dd  below  is  a  step  on  which  the  person  con- 
fetong  kneels  while  he  whispers  the  history  of 
ik  sins.     Neither  the  confessor  nor  the  con- 
fessed see  each  other.     The  females  are  com- 
pletely hidden  in  the  saya  y  manto,  so  that  the 
priest  knows  not  whose  sins  are  filtered  into 
his  ear! 

Before  the  front  door  of  the  sagrdrio  is  & 
higli  wooden  skreen,  which  hides  the  altar  and 
interior  of  the  church  from  the  Plaza.  On  it 
are  pasted  various  notices  and  placards,  an- 
nouncing certain  feasts,  indulgences,  and  ne- 
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cessary  penances,  which  are  generally^  addressed, 
«  To  the  faithful  in  Christ**  Not  unfirequendy 
a  few  lines,  written '  in  a  crabbed  hand,  advise 
"  the  faithful**  that  Fray  (somebody)  is  de- 
ceased, and  that  masses  are  still  owing  for  the 
benefit  of  his  soul,  and  for  which;  alms  aie 
required ! 

From  daylight  until  about  eleven  o'clock, 
there  is  a  constant  succession  of  masses  said  in 
the  several  chapels;  and  about  nine  o*clock, 
grand  mass  is  chanted  at  the  great  altars  of  the 
cathedral  and  sagr&rio.  About  ten  o*dock«  at 
the  elevation  of  the  Host,  one  of  the  great  bdls 
is  struck  two  or  three  times,  and  in  an  instant 
the  hum  of  business,  the  clatter  of  horses' 
feet,  the  cries  of  the  town,  cease — all  Lima  is 
plunged  into  a  most  dead  silence.  The  streets 
present  groups  of  people  standing  with  their 
hats  off;  horses,  mules,  and  donkeys  look  asto- 
nished that  their  labours  should  cease  for  an 
instant ;  all  who  happen  to  be  in  the  Plaza, 
near  the  church,  kneel — all  Lima  is  at  devo- 
tion, and  Heaven  seems  to  be  assailed  with  one 
mighty  torrent  of  aves  and  pater  na^ten.  This 
state  of  things  lasts  about  a  minute,  and  the 
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whole  is  again  set  in  motion  by  a  merrier 
striking  of  the  bell — conversation  and  business 
are  resumed  at  the  very  points  where  they  were 
interrupted.  This  is  the  morning  ''oracidn.** 
At  sunset  it  is  repeated.  It  is  the  most  solemn 
and  impressive  custom  witnessed  in  Catholic 
countries. 

Every  morning,  ladies  in  saya  y  manto  are 
seen  passing  along  the  portdl  to  and  from  the 
cathedral,  followed  by  little  slaves  carrying 
small  rugs.  In  the  church  they  are  kneeling, 
either  before  the  great  altar  or  some  of  the 
chapds,  with  their  slaves  behind  them.  The 
beads  of  the  rosary  are  counted  over ;  and  they 
then  return.  Old  and  young,  rich  and  poor, 
the  maimed  and  the  blind,  are  found  in  every 
part  of  this  great  building  during  every  morn- 
ing. 

One  day  I  was  accompanied  to  this  church 
by  an  American  lady,  and  walked  through  it, 
with  her  arm  drawn  through  mine.  Presently 
we  were  admonished  by  a  canonigo  that  we 
were  in  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  it  was 
highly  indecorous  for  the  lady  to  take  my  arm  ! 
The  can6nigo  stood  with  his  long  clerical  hat 
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under  his  arm,  and  inquired  whether  we  were 
American  or  English.  When  informed,  he 
made  many  inquiries  relative  to  our  country. 
He  asked  how  many  Roman  Catholic  churches 
there  were  in  the  United  States,  and  whether 
there  was  a  bishop  there.  He  was  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  the  general  history  of  our 
country  and  its  great  resources,  and  eulogized 
our  institutions,  but  argued  warmly  against 
religious  toleration. 

I  have  yet  to  describe  a  very  interesting  part 
of  the  cathedral.  I  mean  the  B6veda,  or  great 
vault  beneath  the  Altar  Mayor.  After  several 
visits  and  conversations  with  priests  and  the  wor- 
thy sacrists,  I  obtained  the  key  which  opens  the 
door.  After  the  sexton  had  pushed  back  the  bolt, 
several  strong  efforts  were  required  to  move  the 
hinges,  stiffened  by  long  want  of  use.  The 
sexton,  with  a  long  candle  in  his  hand,  pre- 
ceded me  down  a  short  flight  of  steps  into  a 
sort  of  antechamber,  in  which  were  several  su- 
pernumerary saints.  Saviours,  pictures,  torches, 
and  candlesticks,  strewed  about  in  familiar  con- 
fusion. I  followed  my  leader  through  a  low 
arched  passage,  into  a  room  about  twenty  feet 
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square  and  fifteen  high.  In  the  centre  of  the 
floor  is  the  mouth  of  a  vault  or  well,  covered 
by  loose  boards,  upon  which  the  worthy  sexton 
was  unwilling  for  either  of  us  to  trust  our 
weight.  Around  the  walls  are  boxes  of  rough 
plankSt  extending  from  the  floor  to  the  roof  or 
ceiling,  arranged  one  above  the  other.  Some 
of  them  were  broken,  and  disclosed  to  view 
those  dead,  who,  when  living,  had  been  illustri- 
ous in  church  and  state.  The  sepulchral  ves- 
ture was  black,  but  so  old  and  dry,  that  a  touch 
of  the  finger  turned  it  to  dust!  The  skin 
was  entire,  of  a  sombre  parchment  hue,  and  so 
hard,  that  when  tapped  with  a  cane,  it  yielded 
a  hollow,  empty  sound.  It  was  shrunk  close 
over  the  bones  of  the  face,  giving  sharpness 
to  the  features;  the  eyelids  were  closed  and 
sunk  deep  into  the  sockets ;  the  hands  were 
dasped  in  front  below  the  chest,  and  the  feet 
were  bare.  Yet  the  sight  was  not  awful.  I 
thought  that  Methuselah,  towards  the  close  of 
his  nine  hundred  years  of  life,  might  have 
looked  thus  when  sleeping. 

While  gazing  on  one  of  these  withered  corses, 
the  sacristan,  looking  closely  at  the  head,  said. 
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in  his  habitually  subdued  tone,  '*  Este  debe  ser 
virrey,  porque  no  Ueva  corona" — ^This  must  be 
a  vice-king,  because  he  does  not  wear  a  crown, 
(a  queer  reason !)  meaning  the  clerical  tonsure. 
Could  this  be  the  conqueror  Pizarro !  It  was 
not  the  body  of  a  churchman,  as  the  sacristfin 
had  shrewdly  remarked,  yet  there  were  no 
inscriptions  on  any  of  the  boxes  fixed  to  the 
wall.  Nevertheless,  it  is  certain  that  in  this 
b6veda  is  deposited  whatever  remains  of  Fi- 
zarro's  body.  Whether  it  be  in  the  well  beneath, 
or  in  this  upper  vault,  I  could  not  discover. 

On  one  side  of  the  vault  lay  a  long  box,  with 
a  piece  of  parchment  nailed  on  one  end  of  it^ 
bearing  the  following  inscription  in  Roman 
letters,  and  without  date : — 

''  El  Sor.  Dr.  Santiago  de  Mendoza,  Dean 

QUE  FUE  DE  ESTA  SaNTA  YgLESIA." 

**  The  Senor  Dr.  Santiago  de  Mendoza,  who 
was  Dean  of  this  holy  church.** 

There  are  three  other  boxes,  containing  the 
bones  of  a  Dean  and  two  Prebendaries  of  the 
church,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  inscriptions, 
which  bear  date  1728,  1766,  and  1771.  These 
were  the  only  inscriptions  I  could  discover. 
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When  we  ascended  into  the  churchy  the  good 
tezton^  through  the  intervention  of  that  elo- 
quent mute^  whose  language  is  irresistible,  and 
whose  possessor  always  enjoys  the  respect  of  the 
world,  was  prevailed  upon  to  return  the  key 
to  the  Ea5nomo,*  without  locking  the  door. 
Thus  I  secured  for  myself  access  on  other 
occasions. 

After  Pizarro  had  founded  the  *^  City  of 
Kings,"  and  his  companion,  Almagro,  had 
returned  from  an  unsuccessful  expedition  to 
Chile,  dissatisfaction  and  strife  arose  between 
the  Pizarros  and  Almagros.  Civil  war  was  the 
result,  and  a  bloody  battle  was  fought  at 
Salinas,  and  another  on  the  river  Amancay. 
Almagro  was  taken  prisoner  in  Cuzco,  and  sen- 
tenced to  death  by  Fernando  Pizarro,  the  bro- 
ther of  the  Marqu6s,  on  the  charge  of  having 
concerted,  with  Manco  Inca,  plans  of  a  rebel- 
lious nature ;  of  having  entered  Cuzco  under 
arms;  and  of  having  slain  several  Spaniards. 
Almagro  entreated  to    be  allowed  to  die  in 

*  The  officer  appointed  to  administer  the  fiscal  affairs  of 
the  church,  and  to  superintend  generally  all  its  property, 
moveable  as  well  as  real. 
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prison,  and  urged  his  petition,  by  reminding 
his  unrelenting  judge,  that  he  had  never  shed 
the  blood  of  one  of  Fizarro's  friends,  though 
many  of  them  had  been  in  his  power ;  and  that 
he  had  been  the  principal  instrument  in  ele- 
vating the  Marqu6s  to  the  pinnacle  of  earthly 
glory  and  honour.  In  conclusion,  he  said: 
^^  Behold  me,  an  old,  emaciated,  gouty  man — 
let  me  pass  in  prison  the  few  days  of  life  that 
may  yet  remain,  to  weep  for  you  and  for  my 
sins !"  His  appeal,  Garcilaso  tells  us,  *^  would  have 
moved  a  heart  of  steel ;  but  Fernando  Fizarro 
was  firm  to  his  purpose,  because  he  feared  the 
vengeance  of  Almagro,  if  he  escaped,  and  more- 
over, he  had  received  instructions  from  the 
Marqufes." 

Almagro  was  hung  in  prison,  and  afterwards 
publicly  beheaded  in  the  Flaza  at  Cuzco,  in 
1538. 

Almagro  left  a  son,  named  Don  Di^o,  begot- 
ten of  an  Indian  woman.  With  a  number  of 
his  friends,  he  was  sent  to  Lima,  where  they 
held  meetings,  and  brooded  over  their  sorrows, 
for  they  were  destitute  of  even  the  common 
necessaries  of  life.  They  felt  themselves  entitled 
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to  a  share  of  the  wealth  and  splendour  which 
Piaano  was  enjoying,  because  they  had  shared 
in  the  dangers  and  toils  which  had  gained  them. 
The  expedition  to  Chile  had  not  been  crowned 
with  success.  Their  leader  had  been  sacrificed. 
They  awaited  impatiently  the  decision  of  the 
king,  on  charges  which  had  been  forwarded,  of 
the  cruelty  and  oppression  of  the  Pizarros.  They 
heard  that  Vaca  de  Castro,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  causes  of  their  com- 
plaints, had  arrived  at  Buenaventura,  on  his 
way  to  Lima.  It  was  said  that  Pizarro  had 
sent  a  large  sum  of  money  to  Panama,  for  the 
purpose  of  suborning  this  judge ;  and  in  the 
event  of  not  succeeding,  it  was  supposed  that 
he  would  cause  his  death,  rather  than  suffer  him 
to  reach  the  dty.  It  was  reported  too,  that 
Pizarro  intended  to  banish  young  Almagro  and 
his  associates.  AU  these  things  wrought  upon 
the  goaded  feelings  of  *^  those  of  Chile,*'  as 
Almagro's  party  was  contemptuously  styled, 
until,  seeing  no  prospect  of  redress  through  the 
tedious  process  of  Spanish  justice,  they  resolved 
to  right  their  own  wrongs. 

Seeing  the  state  of  poverty  in  which  the  com- 
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panions  of  young  Almagro  were  left,  fix>m  their 
property  having  been  confiscated  by  Fernando 
Pizarroy  the  Marques  proffered  to  them  offices 
of  trust  and  emolument  under  his  government. 
But  recollecting  their  cruel  treatment  after  the 
battle  of  Salinas,  and  cherishing  the  hope  of 
obtaining  justice  at  the  hands  of  Vaca  de  Castro, 
when  he  should  arrive,  they  scorned  the  offer, 
preferring  to  live  by  mutual  assistance,  and 
sharing  the  table  of  young  Almagro,  who  inhe- 
rited a  part  of  his  father's  estates.  There  was 
one  mess  of  seven,  who  had  but  a  single  cloak 
amongst  them,  and  when  one  was  out,  the  rest 
waited  at  home  for  his  return !  They  sallied 
forth  each  in  turn,  and  maintained  themselves 
by  gambling.  By  common  consent,  Juan  de 
Rada  was  both  treasurer  and  caterer. 

This  state  of  things  gave  birth  to  a  conspiracy 
against  Pizarro's  life,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  the  same  Juan  de  Rada,  who  appears  to 
have  been  a  man  of  cunning,  effrontery,  and 
desperate  courage.  Soon  after  the  organization 
of  the  conspiracy,  several  insults  were  offered 
to  the  Marqu6s.  To  express  what  the  conspi- 
rators thought  to  be  merited  by  Pizarro,  An- 
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UNiio  de  Ficado  his  secretary,  and  Doctor  Juan 
Velasquez,  a  gallows  was  hung  up  over  night 
before  each  of  their  doors.  The  Marquds 
treated  this  insult  with  contempt,  and  re- 
marked,  when  advised  to  guard  against  at* 
tempts  at  his  life :  **  Their  heads  will  be  answer- 
able for  mine !"  The  conspiracy  became  public, 
yet  Fizarro  walked  about  as  usual,  without  a 
guard,  and  even  visited  his  mills,  which  were  be- 
yond the  dty,  attended  only  by  a  single  page. 

One  day,  Juan  de  Rada  visited  Fizarro,  and 
found  him  in  his  garden.  When  the  Marques 
asked  why  he  was  at  that  time  purchasing  arms, 
the  conspirator  replied :  **  Is  it  so  strange  that 
we  should  provide  ourselves  with  cuii-asses  and 
coats  of  mail,  when  your  highness  is  collecting 
lances  to  slay  us  all  ?''  The  Marques  said,  the 
lances  were  not  bought  to  be  used  against 
**  those  of  Chile,'*  nor  had  they  anything  to 
fear ;  be  awaited  anxiously  the  arrival  of  Vaca 
de  Castro,  and  hoped  that  existing  difficulties 
might  be  adjusted.  When  about  to  depart, 
Fizarro  plucked  six  oranges  from  a  tree,  and 
presented  them  to  him,  which  was  at  that 
time    deemed    a    high    compUment,    because 
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oranges  had  been  but  recently  introduced  into 
Peru. 

The  insults  of  the  Almagro  party  were 
retorted  by  the  friends  of  Pizarro.  Antonio  de 
Picado,  his  secretary,  wore  on  his  cap  a  gold 
medal  with  a  fig  enamelled  upon  it,  bearing 
the  motto,  "  Para  los  de  Chile" —  For  those  of 
ChUe. 

St.  John's  day  was  fixed  on  by  the  conspira- 
tors for  the  execution  of  their  plan ;  but  Pizarro 
became  suspicious,  and  absented  himself  from 
the  church  celebration,  nor  did  he  attend  mass 
on  the  following  Sunday.  This  induced  many 
of  his  friends  and  ofiicers  to  visit  him  on  that 
day,  which  led  the  conspirators  to  suspect  that 
measures  would  be  taken  to  frustrate  their 
designs. 

Pedro  de  San  Millan  went  directly  to  Juan 
de  Rada,  and,  with  the  semblance  of  truth,  told 
him,  he  had  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt,  that  all 
would  be  seized  and  put  to  death  in  less  than 
two  hours.  This  was  an  invention  of  San 
Millan  to  hasten  the  completion  of  the  bloody 
design.  Juan  de  Rada  at  once  joined  some  of 
the  party,  and  made  them  an  address,  in  which 
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he  said :  **  If  we  prove  ourselves  valiant,  and 
succeed  in  putting  the  cyrant  to  death,  as  we 
have  determined,  we  shall  not  only  avenge  the 
Adelantado,  Almagro,  which  is  as  much  desired 
by  us  now  as  if  his  death  had  happened  only 
yesterday,  but  we  shall  obtain  in  this  land  the 
rewards  to  which  our  services  most  justly  entitle 
us.  And  unless  we  are  unanimous  on  this  sub- 
ject,  our  heads  will  soon  grace  the  pillory  in  the 
Plaza ;  therefore,  let  every  one  of  us  look  well 
to  the  matter !" 

The  conspirators  armed  themselves  on  the 
8pot»  sallied  into  the  street,  and  joined  others  of 
the  party  at  Almagro's  house.  It  was  Sunday, 
about  mid-day,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  June 
1541.*   They  passed  through  the  streets,  shout- 

*  Robertson,  the  historian,  would  lead  us  to  believe  that 
it  was  a  warm,  sultry  day,  and  that  Pizarro  was  nearly  alone. 
He  seems  to  have  overlooked  the  fact  that  June  is  a  winter 
month  in  Lima,  and  that  the  inhabitants  usually  wear  cloaks 
when  they  walk  the  streets.  Don  Juan  Nuix,  in  his  **  Re» 
flexiones  Imparciales,^  translated  from  the  Italian  by  D. 
Pedro  Varelay  Ulloa  (Madrid,  1782),  charges  Dr.  Robertson 
with  wilful  inaccuracy  on  many  points.  "  Robertson,  to 
prove  the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  by  the  testimony  of  our 
own  writers,  alleges,  not  what  these  say,  but  what  he  thinks 
they  ought  to  have  said,  about  the  conquests  of  Peru  and 
MTexico.'' 
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ing,  "  Viva  el  rey  !  mueran  tiranos !" — Long  live 
the  king !  perish  tyrants  !  —  and^  says  Herreni» 
**  though  the  streets  and  Plaza  were  filled  with 
people,  no  one  offered  them  resistance.''     They 
entered  from  the  Plaza  into  the  first  patio, 
where  they  met  three  servants  of  Pizarro,  one 
of  whom,  named  Hurtado,  they  attacked  and 
severely  wounded.     This  patio  communicates 
with  another  on  its  western  side,  which  opens 
into  the  palace  and  the  street  on  which  is  at 
present  the  principal  entrance.     From  it  a  long 
sala  or  hall,    about   twenty  feet   wide,  leads 
towards  the  northern  end  of  the  building.     On 
entering  the  door  from  the  street,  a  short  flight 
of  steps,  each  one  being  as  long  as  the  breadth 
of  the  sala,  conducts  you  to  a  landing  some 
thirty  feet  in  length.     From  this,  there  is  imo- 
ther  flight  of  eight  or  ten  steps,  at  the  top  of 
which  is  the  door  of  the  hall.     Here  a  spot  is 
generally  pointed  out  to  travellers,  on  which,  it 
is  said,  Pizarro  expired. 

When  the  conspirators  entered  the  first  court, 
the  Marques  was  in  the  sala,  conversing  with 
Diego  de  Vargas,  in  company  with  nineteen 
others,  whom  Herrera  names,  besides  several 
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servants,  all  armed  with  their  swords  and  buck- 
lers.    A  page,  who  perceived  the  conspirators 
cross  the  Plaza  and  enter  the  palace,  and  recog* 
nising  Juan  de  Rada  and  Martin  de  Bilbao,  ran 
in  great  consternation  to  the   apartments  of 
Pizarro,  crying,  **  Al  arma,  al  arma,  que  todos 
los  de  Chile  vienen  k  matar  al  Marqu6s  mi 
Senor  T — To  arms,  to  arms,  for  all  of  those  of 
Chile  are  coming  to  kill  my  lord,  the  Marqu6s. 
At  this,  Fizarro  and  those  with  him  descended 
to  the  landing  on  the  stairs,  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  alarm.     At  that  instant  the  conspi- 
rators entered  the  second  patio,  shouting, ''  Long 
live  the  king !  perish  tyrants !"    Those  who  had 
descended  the  stairs  returned  to  the  sala,  and,  in 
me  way  or  another,  sneaked  off ;  Doctor  Juan 
Velasquez  and  the  Inspector  jumped  through  a 
window  into  the  garden. 

The  Marqu6s  and  his  maternal  brother,  Fran- 
dsoo  Martinez  de  Alcantara,  with  two  pages, 
hastened  to  a  wardrobe  to  arm  themselves. 
Pizarro  divested  himself  of  a  long  robe  of  scar- 
let doth,  and  hastily  armed  himself  with  a  cora- 
cina — an  ancient  kind  of  cuirass— and  a  sword 
or  jq>ear,  it  is  doubtful  which,  for  Herrera  says 
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the  one,  and  Garcilaso  the  other.  In  the  mean 
tim6,  Francisco  de  Chaves  and  four  others 
remained  in  the  sala. 

The  conspirators  mounted  the  stairs,  beaded 
by  Juan  de  Rada,  who  exdaimed,  *^  Hzppy 
day !  Almagro  has  friends  to  avenge  his  death." 
The  door  was  closed.  Chaves  opened  it ;  though 
he  had  been  ordered  to  keep  it  shut,  to  gain 
time  for  the  arrival  of  succour.    A  Mow  nearly 
severed  his  head  from  his  body,  which  rdled 
down  the  steps.     His  two  servants  were  killed. 
*^  Those  of  Chile  "  rushed  into  the  sala,  crying, 
*«  Where  is  the  tyrant,  where  is  the  tjrrant?" 
Martin  de  Bilbao  sought  Pizarro's  chamber. 
Juan  Ortiz  de  Zarate  struck  him  one  or  two 
blows  with  a  halbert,   apd  received  a  severe 
wound  in  return.     Francisco  de  Alcantara  de- 
fended the  door  of  the  ante-chamber  with  his 
sword  and  buckler,  but  seeing  the  second  door 
lost,  he  retreated  to  the  Marqu6s*8  chamber. 
Now  "  those  of  Chile"  cried,  **  Let  the  t3rraDt 
die !  we  lose  time." 

The  conqueror  of  Peru,  though  past  sixty 
years  of  age,  defended  the  door  most  valiantly, 
with  his  two  pages  fighting  by  his  side.    For 
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some  time  the  conspirators  were  kept  at  bay. 
Finding  that  they  could  not  force  a  passage, 
they  pushed  one  Narvaez  with  great  force 
apon  the  Marques,  and  while  he  and  the  two 
pages  dealt  their  blows  upon  this  victim,  the 
other  conspirators  nished  into  the  chamber  and 
engaged  Pixarro  en  masse.  He  wounded  several 
of  them,  but  at  last,  receiving  a  thrust  in  the 
throat,  fell,  covered  with  wounds,  calling  upon 
Jesus  Christ;  and  making  a  cross  upon  the 
ground  with  his  finger,  kissed  it  and  expired  ! 
Joan  Rodrigues  de  Borregan  dashed  upon  his 
head  an  alcaraz  of  water  with  so  much  force  as 
to  break  it,  and  thus  extinguished  the  feeble 
l^gleam  that  yet  remained ! 

FvandsGO  Martinez  de  Alcantara  and  the  two 
pages  were  killed,  and  the  rest  of  Pizarro's 
fiienda  were  severely  wounded. 

The  conspirators  left  the  body,  and  sallied 
through  the  street  into  the  Plaza,  crying,  **  Long 
live  liie  king  1  the  tyrant  is  dead !"  They  then 
returned  to  the  palace,  and  sacked  it  of  about  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  valuables, 
and  were  about  to  cut  off  Pizarro's  head  and 
place  it  on  the  pillory,  "  but,"  says  the  worthy 
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Fray  Calancha, ''  the  wife  of  Juan  de  Barberan 
bought  it  with  her  tears !"  She  rolled  the  body 
in  a  coarse  sack  and  secured  it  with  a  rope.  A 
slave  carried  it  on  his  shoulders  through  a  secret 
door  which  opened  on  the  river,  and  around  the 
back  of  the  palace,  to  the  church.  Aa  the 
Marqu6s  was  corpulent,  and  the  distance  more 
than  two  squares,  the  slave  was  compelled  by 
fatigue  to  drag  the  body  a  part  of  the  way 
along  the  ground.  In  a  spot  where  they  were 
making  adobes  at  the  time,  he  put  it  into  a 
hole  and  covered  it  with  earth,  without  sound 
of  bell  or  ecclesiastical  ceremony ! 

Afterwards  the  obsequies  were  hastily  cele- 
brated,  only  by  Pedro  Lopez,  Juan  de  Barbe- 
ran, and  his  wife.  Time  was  not  allowed  them 
to  array  the  corpse  in  the  style  which  they 
deemed  befitting  its  rank.  Not  a  dollar  was 
left  in  the  palace,  and  they  asked  alms  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  funeral  !♦ 

"  For  several  years,"  says  Calancha,  "  I  saw 
the  bones  of  the  Marques  in  a  small  box  depo- 
sited in  the  sacristy  of  the  Iglesia  Mayor — 
principal  church  at  Lima,  until  it  should  be 

*  Herrera,  Gomara,  Zarate,  Garcilaso,  &c. 
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finished.  And  they  remained  there  several 
years  afterwards,  because  the  place  of  their 
sepulture  had  not  been  determined.  At  last 
the  king,  in  a  royal  cedula,  ordered  his  body  to 
be  placed,  together  with  that  of  the  Viceroy 
Don  Antonio  de  Mendoza,  in  a  vault  near  the 
Altar  Mayor." 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Morning  visits. — A  family. — Conversation. — Difficult  for  fo- 
reigners to  enter  society. — Female  education. — Ignorance 
of  Geography. — Provincialisms. — A  tertulia. — ^Monte  al 
dao. — Use  of  Tobacco. — Morale  of  Lima  society^ — Habits 
of  the  ladies. — A  good  trait  in  the  Lima  character. — 
Gambling. 

Sundays  and  feast  days  are  appointed  for 
visiting.  The  officers  of  the  government,  civil 
and  military,  make  calls  on  the  President,  and 
on  their  friends. 

It  is  the  fashion  to  make  morning  visits  only 
on  holy-days.  Cal6sas  are  rolling  through  the 
streets  in  every  direction.  These  vehicles  pre- 
sent a  grotesque  appearance  at  first ;  the  wheels 
are  so  large,  the  mules  comparatively  so  small, 
and  the  cales^ros  have  such  quaint  liveries. 
The  ladies  do  not  wear  the  saya  y  manto  when 
riding,  but  ornament  the  hair  with  dahlias  and 


MORNING  VISITS.  87 

jasmine  flowers,  and  dress  in  gay  silks  tastefully 
trimmed.  Though  so  many  colours  are  assem- 
bled together,  they  are  harmonized  with  much 
taste.  White  silk  stockings,  and  satin  shoes, 
of  every  colour  except  black,  which  stamp  a 
woman  as  poor,  or  of  the  second  class,  adorn 
the  feet. 

The  extravagance  of  the  ladies  in  these  ar- 
ticles is  great,  though  comparatively  trifling 
now  :  thirty  years  ago,  silk  stockings  were  sold 
at  from  twenty  to  forty  dollars  the  pair,  and 
then  it  was  a  matter  of  reproach  to  wear  them 
after  they  had  been  washed  !  So  soon  as  their 
lustre  was  gone,  they  were  thrown  aside.  It  is 
an  invariable  rule  with  all  classes,  and  has  been 
from  time  almost  immemorial,  to  purchase  new 
shoes  every  Saturday.  Cotton  stockings  are 
rarely  seen,  not  even  in  dishabille.  Silk  shawls 
are  carelessly  worn  half  ofi^  the  shoulders,  and 
the  hands  are  employed  with  a  small  fan,  which 
is  scientifically  fluttered  and  cracked  every  few 
minutes. 

On  Sundays  I  usually  visited  a  family  con- 
sidered of  haut  ton.  The  female  part  consisted 
of  the  mother  Dona  Fanchita  and  three  mar- 
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dao^len.  Tbi&r  bouse  is  large.  The 
the  back  of  tbe  terraplan,  and  n 
wiih  dniis^  a  rougb  tables  and  two 
loBg  leBtker-bttdEed  sofas.  A  large  glass  Ian* 
tern  hmgT  firom  the  centre  of  tbe  ceiling.  This 
aiHttmcnt  is  a  common  lounge  for  servants. 
To  the  left  is  a  sitting-room,  tbe  walls  of  whidi 
are  coTcred  with  oimson  damask  hangings^ 
supported  bgr  gilt  cornices,  and  furnished  with 
tafafes^  a  pair  of  sofio,  and  dudrs.  Here  the 
fiMnilj  generaDv  sit  when  visited  by  familiar 
fitkods.  A  large  ^bas-door,  with  gilded  sash, 
opens  from  the  sala  into  tbe  cuadra  or  parlour, 
which  is  perbaps  forty  by  thirty  feet,  and  the 
ceiling  is  twenty  feet  high.  Like  the  sitting- 
room,  the  walls  are  tapestried  with  crimson 
damask,  secured  by  gilt  cornices  and  moulded 
surbaces.  The  windows  are  near  tbe  cdling, 
and  dosed  by  rough  inade  shutters,  whidi  are 
managed  by  silk  cords  terminated  by  tassels 
hanging  into  the  room.  A  Brussels  carpet, 
with  a  large  figure  and  of  gay  colours,  covers 
the  floor.  On  the  right  are  two  white  damask 
sofas  made  of  light  wood.  The  chairs  corres- 
pond.     Several  small  card-tables,  chairs,  and 
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four  lai^  mirrors  are  placed  along  the  walls. 
At  convenient  distances  are  silver  and  beau- 
tiful China  spittoons,  alternating  with  each 
other.  A  centre  table,  with  marble  top,  com- 
pletes the  furniture.  Through  a  glass  partition 
with  gilt  sash,  at  the  end  of  the  room  opposite 
to  the  sofas,  is  seen  a  dormitory,  which  is  the 
pride  of  the  family.  A  high,  tented  canopy  of 
blue  silk  with  gold  fringe,  and  curtains  of  the 
tame  looped  up  to  the  posts,  overhang  a  capa- 
cious bed,  the  counterpane  of  which  is  of  yellow 
tttin,  covered  with  flowers,  embroidered  in  the 
aqf^MTopriate  colours.  The  pillow-cases  are  of 
fine  tamboured  cambric  over  pink  satin.  All 
the  utensils  in  this  magnificent  chamber  are  of 
solid  silver !  Beds  which  cost  a  thousand  dollars 
are  by  no  means  uncommon  now,  and  before 
the  revolution  two  thousand  were  often  ex- 
pended on  this  piece  of  furniture ! 

In  the  first  apartment  I  have  attempted  to 
describe,  attired  in  gay  silks  and  lace,  their 
necks  and  fingers  sparkling  with  brilliants,  sit 
the  mother  and  her  daughters,  entertaining  a 
balf'^lozen  female  visiters.  Such  a  flirting  of 
fans,  (the  Spectator  could  not  have  instructed 
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hit  pupils  better  in  this  art)-— such  a  mutual 
scrutiny  of  dress — such  adjusting  of  shawls, 
is  not  easily  described.  One  thrusts  forward 
the  point  of  her  foot — and  they  have  pretty 
feet — and  another  looks  over  her  shoulder. 
Everything  is  formal  and  cold ;  I  have  never 
seen  such  heartless  receptions  given  to  friends 
in  any  other  place,  but  this  gradually  wears  off 
in  a  few  minutes ;  the  conversation  then  be- 
comes sprightly  and  gay,  sprinkled  with  flashes 
of  wit  and  humour.  The  usual  subjects  dis- 
cussed, are  the  theatre,  bull-bait,  or  Alameda, 
with  a  sufficient  dash  of  personal  scandal  and 
gossip,  to  render  it  piquant.  The  history  of 
some  friend's  accouchement,  with  all  the  details, 
is  a  prolific  theme,  particularly  if  it  happen  to 
be  a  little  out  of  the  common  order,  for  then 
all  the  miraculous  cases  are  brought  to  mind, 
and  related  by  the  elder  ladies. 

In  these  discussions,  the  youngest  children 
take  part,  and  speak  quite  knowingly  of  things 
which  in  our  country  are  hidden  arcana,  only  re- 
vealed to  the  initiated.  That  squeamishness 
complained  of  by  a  late  notorious  traveller  in  the 
United  States,  is  unknown ;  the  iH)rtrait  drawn 
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of  Miss  Clariflsa  and  Mr.  Smith,  could  have  no 
origiiud  in  Lima.  Whatever  is  found  in  na- 
tiicet  or  nature's  functions,  is  not  an  improper 
topic  for  a  lady's  ear,  if  discreetly  managed. 
If  anything  be  said  which  oversteps  the  bounds 
of  delicacy,  a  lady  generally  exclaims,  '^  Gua ! 
que  liatira !"  but  does  not  blush,  nor  veil  her 
&oe  with  her  fyn.  Indeed,  indelicate  allusions 
give  a  piquancy  to  conversation  which  is  agree^ 
aUe  to  aiany. 

Another  all-absorbing  subject  is  health.  It 
is  doleful  to  listen  to  the  croakings  of  the  old 
women,  when  they  chronicle  their  aches  and 
pains,  or  recommend  to  their  friends  some 
quack  remedy,  which  has  produced  miraculous 
effects  in  their  own  cases.  As  self-interest  is 
sometimes  touched,  the  losings  and  winnings 
of  friends  at  gaming-tables  are  heard  of  with 
delighted  admiration. 

Literature  is  out  of  the  question :  books  were 
only  intended  to  supply  the  place  of  conversa- 
tion. I  have  seldom  heard  a  Peruvian  lady  say 
she  had  read  any  book  whatever.  I  knew  a 
gentleman  who  lent  a  lady  a  translation  of 
Ivanhoe,  and  asked  her,  at  the  end  of  three 
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months,  how  she  liked  it.  She  replied:  ''I 
have  not  yet  opened  it — I  was  reserving  it  for 
the  long  winter  nights,  when  we  have  no  ter- 
tiilia  r 

The  visit  ended,  the  ladies  embrace  in  the 
most  cordial  manner,  and  gently  chide   their 
vbiters  for  staying  away  so  long;  but  they 
never  return  a  visit  in  less  than  two  weeks,  and    . 
seldom  in  less  than  a  month.     Foreigners  re- 
quire a  long  time  to  become  acquainted  in  Lima 
society ;  the  Limanians  are  jealous  and  suspi- 
cious, and  entertain  strong  prejudices  against 
them,    which   have  their  origin  in  jealousies 
existing   between   the  Spaniards  and  Credes 
from  the  earliest  period — jealousies  that  led  to 
family  quarrels  and  general  dissensions.*    The 
old  ladies  are  wont  to  say,  that  previous  to  the 
revolution,  they  did  not  see  young  ladies  take 
gentlemen's  arms  at  night,  when  walking  from 
the  theatre— and  indeed  they  expect  the  time 
will  come  when  girls  will  do  so  even  in  broad 
daylight!      I^adies  in    Lima   think  it  highly 
indecorous  to  be  seen  walking  the  streets  in 
saya  y  manto,  attended  by  gentlemen.    Not 

*  See  Noticias  Secr^tas  de  America.     Londres,  1826. 
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being  aware  of  this  fact,  a  late  traveller  has  cast 
a  severe  slur  on  the  character  of  several  females, 
irbom  he  saw  in  the  Alam6da  de  la  Fortada, 
which,  I  am  sure,  was  inadvertently  done  on 
his  part. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  what  I  have  said  of 
a  morning  call,  that  the  education  of  the  Lima 
ladies  is  very  limited.  At  school  they  learn  to 
read  indifferently  well ;  to  write  worse ;  to  em« 
braider  with  floss  silk ;  to  use  the  needle ;  and  to 
their  credit  be  it  spoken,  they  generaUy  make 
their  own  dresses,  and  not  unfrequently  their 
own  shoes !  Mantua- makers,  however,  are  few, 
and  unta  within  a  very  few  years  were  en- 
tirdy  unknown.  They  acquire  a  slight  know- 
ledge of  music,  and  play  the  piano  and  guitar 
passably  well.  Since  the  revolution,  some  few 
have  studied  French.  Dancing  is  an  hereditary 
accomplishment,  passed  down  from  generation 
to  generation.  I  have  never  heard  of  such  a 
being  as  a  dancing-master  in  the  city,  yet  all 
are  graceful  in  the  waltz  and  contradanza.  ^ 
The  beneficial  effects  of  certain  public  amuse- 
ments upon  society  have  been  lately  shown  in  * 
Lima.     The  Italian   Opera  Company,  which 
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left  there  in  1832,  diffused  an  almost  universal 
taste  for  Italian  music ;  and  now  every  7<Hing 
lady  of  fashion  sings  and  plays  the  best  pieces 
of  Rossini  and  Paodni,  and  many  have  learned 
to  read  Italian. 

The  Limanians  are  most  wofully  ignorant  of 
geography  and  history.  I  have  been  irequendy 
asked,  ''  In  what  part  of  Philaddphia  is  Lon- 
don ?"  **  Even  some,**  says  a  Spanish  traveller 
in  18S6,  **  who  are  reputed  to  be  kamed  and 
wise»  beheve  that  England  is  a  dty,'  and  the 
capital  of  a  country  called  Liondon  !"'* 

I  was  acquainted  with  a  beautiful  wcmian»  of 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  who  moved  in  the 
second  rank,  but  had  been  reduced  from  the 
first  by  the  reverses  of  her  family.  She  was 
remarkable  for  natural  intelligence,  the  easy 
flow  of  her  conversation,  and  the  purity  of  her 
language.  One  evening,  when  the  conversa- 
tion turned  on  geography,  she  remarked ;  ^  You 
seem  to  know  everything  —  do  tell  whether 
it  is  true  that  the  world  turns  round  every 
day." 

**  Most  assuredly." 

♦  Un  Transeunte. 
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"How  wonderful!"  she  exclaimed,  "and 
vfaat  a  miracle  that  we  are  not  sensible  of  it  T' 

I  then  asked  her  whether  she  knew  that  the 
world  is  round,  and  whether  she  was  aware 
that  vessels  sail  round  it.  She  replied:  "I 
bdieve  that  to  be  a  £ek^,  but  I  do  not  see  any- 
thing so  very  astonishing  in  a  voyage  of  dr- 
cumnavigation,  for  I  am  informed  that  the 
world  is  in  the  middle  of  the  sea !" 

I  endeavoured  to  explain  to  her  the  solar  sys- 
tem, at  which  she  expressed  great  admiration. 
After  talking  an  hour,  and  illustrating  the  form 
of  the  earth  with  an  orange,  she  sighed,  and  said, 
"  Pnede  ser ! — It  may  be — but  I  hear  so  many 
different  stories  about  the  same  thing,  that  I 
scarcely  know  which  to  believe ;  I  wish  that 
God  had  told  us  all  about  it  in  the  Bible,  and 
then  nobody  could  doubt !" 

An  excuse  for  the  want  of  education,  and 
ignorance  of  literature  among  the  females,  is 
found  in  the  late  colonial  system  of  Spain, 
which  could  not  have  existed  so  long  as  it  did, 
had  no  precautions  been  taken  to  withhold 
knowledge  from  the  people.  Yet  this  is  but 
one  of  the  many  commentaries  to  be  found  on 
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the  cruelty  of  that  system,  and  the  {Nresent 
generation  should  not  be  reproached  wkb  Hl 
From  the  conviction  of  the  better  ckCTeo  -  of 
men,  that  the  country  cannot  be  tranquil  whfle 
universal  ignorance  prevaUs,  and  from  the  exer- 
tions which  have  been  lately  made  to  establish 
schools  throughout  Peru,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  next  generaticm  will  be  better  informed* 

When  a  people  are  deficient  in  genend  know- 
ledge, it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  should 
speak  their  language  with  purity.  Though  it 
is  said  that  the  Spanish  is  better  spoken  in 
Lima  than  in  any  other  part  of  South  America 
bordering  the  Pacific,  there  are  many  pal- 
pable errors  in  pronunciation,  and  many  pro- 
vincialisms which  pass  current  even  in  the  best 
society.  Both  in  writing  and  speaking,  the  tt 
and  y  are  frequently  substituted  one  for  the 
other ;  as,  yanto  for  Uanto — Udravi  for  ydram^ 
Taraya  for  Taralla,  &c.  The  b  and  r  are 
very  generally  confounded,  and  the  ultimate  d 
in  the  participle  is  almost  constantly  suppressed, 
as  armao  for  armado^  cansuldo  for  consulado^  &c. 

The  terttilias  of  Lima  are  attended  by  a  cer- 
tain fashionable  set,  who  have  their  evenings  at 
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h(Hne  in  turn,  so  that  there  is  one  one  or  two 
jotrfet  every  week.  They  vary  but  little  from 
eadi  other,  and  seeing  one  is  seeing  the  whole, 
for  the  same  oompany  and  tlie  same  amuse- 
ments are  usually  found.  It  is  at  these  tertu-» 
lias  the  accomplishments  c^  the  ladies  may  be 
seen  to  the  greatest  advantage* 

On  a  Sunday  evening  I  visited  my  friend 
Dona  Panchita.  The  ladies  of  the  party  wiere 
of  several  castes,  from  the  Circassian  complex- 
ion, paning  through  light  and  dark  brunette,  to 
that  in  which  Afcica  had  claims  for  several 
sombre  shades.  One  lady  in  particular  drew 
my  attention,  who  was  evidently  of  an  Ethio- 
pian ancestry,  for  her  hair  had  an  uncontrollable 
disposition  to  curling  and  crisping,  which  all 
her  combs  could  not  suppress.  She  was  mu* 
sictl,  and  play^  and  sang  some  of  Rossini's 
jneees  with  great  energy,  to  the  admiration  of 
everybody.  Though  these  parties  are  attended 
on  a  general  invitation,  and  take  place  on  stated 
nights,  the  ladies  always  appear  in  full  dress. 
They  wear  two  very  light  combs,  cut  in  va- 
rious forms ;  some  resemble  baskets  of  flowers, 
some  are  like  feathers,  and  others  are  in  the 

VOL.  II.  H 
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guke  of  wreaths.  Besides  the  combs,  the  only 
omaments  worn  in  the  hair  are  natural  flowers, 
which  they  are  eminently  tastrful  in  arranging. 

The  Limenas  posses)^  good  Sgaies,  aerene 
ooantenancesy  rather  inclining  to  pensivenesB^ 
▼irid  blade  eyes,  and  are  skilled  in  all  the  little 
Uandishments  of' coquettes  and  belles.  Thenr 
oonversaticHi  is  sprighdy  at  times,  and  I  think 
I  have  never  seen  anything  in  their  cbanners 
to  which  the  term  mauwuse  haute  can  be  ap- 
plied— not  even  when  surprised  in  the  most 
ordinary  dishabille. 

Among  the  gentlemen  were  several,  genenb 
and  ocdonels,  in  gorgeous  uniforms,  guttering  in 
the  dim  light  of  tallow  candles,  and  looldog 
as  fierce  as  moustaches  and  whiskers  could  make 
than.  The  tonsures  of  the  curate^  a  candnigOb 
and  several  priests  from  a  neighbouring  ecHi- 
vent,  were  ccMispicuous.  About  seven  o'dod^, 
tea  and  coflfee  were  served,  and  immediately 
afterwards  the  party  grouped  ofi^  and  Ae 
amusements  of  the  evening  b^an. 

The  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  took  pos- 
sesion of  the  drawing-room,  to  amuse  them- 
selves with  music  and  dancing,  while  the  dder 
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part  of  the  assemblage  formed  a  party  to  play  at 
"*  metite  al  dao.**  The  can6nigo,  and  a  colonel^ 
tttdown  at  chess ;  a  general  and  a  priest  were 
soon  engaged  at  backgammon,  playmg  for  an 
onsa  (17  .dollan)  a  game,  and  Dona  Panchita*s 
husband,  who  is  tolerant  of  all  his  wife's  ways, 
with'  a  veteran  general  and  two  old  ladies,  re- 
tired into  a  comer  to  divert  their  minds  with 
«<  maiahi/' 

The  ''monte  al  dao**  is  a  game  (I  believe) 
only  played  in  Peru.  A  table  was  placed  in 
tiie  centre  of  the  room,  and  covered  with  a 
green  doth,  having  two  concentric  circles  drawn 
upon  it,  which  were  crossed  by  diametrical 
lines,  and  in  the  quadrants  or  angles  thus  form- 
ed were  alternately  written  A  and  S.  Each 
one^of  the  company  seated  round  the  table  had 
a  Ittde  heap  of  gold  and  silver  before  him. 
Opposite  to  each  other,  at  the  sides  of  the  table, 
stood  two  gentlemen ;  one  had  a  large  pile  of 
gold  and  silver  before  him,  and  the  other  threw 
a  pair  of  dice  from  his  hand,  with  a  careless  ease 
which  long  practice  alone  can  bestow.  The 
bets  were  placed,  some  within  the  angles,  and 
othov  betwixt  the  circles. 

H  2 
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"  Todo  oomo  pinta  T — All  as  it  appean — 
cried  the  banker,  thereby  annoimciiig  that  if 
gold  coins  were  hidden  among  the  silvei^  they 
would  not  be  reckoned  such. 

"  Ya  voy !" — Now  I  cast — ^said  the  thrower 
of  dice,  and  agitating  them  in  the  hdlow  of  his 
hand,  for  a  single  moment,  the  fatal  cubes 
rolled  over  the  doth.  The  eyes  of  those  seated 
followed  them  with  interest,  while  those  who 
stood  behind  the  ladies'  chairs  stretched  for- 
ward to  see  how  fortune's  favours  went  The 
throw  resulted  in  nothing.  The  dice  again 
rolled  over  the  table,  followed  by  all  eyes. 
**  Ace  and  deuce !"  cried  a  half-dozen  at  the 
same  time.  The  S  lost  and  the  A  won.  The 
ladies  who  had  bet  on  A,  extended  their  hands, 
glittering  with  diamond  rings,  to  gather  in 
their  winnings ;  while  those  who  had  risked  on 
S,  saw  their  cash  scooped  into  the  banker's 
pile.  The  money  between  the  circles  still  re- 
mained. Bets  were  again  made,  and  the  dice 
again  thrown. 

The  game  is  thus :  ace  and  deuce,  doublets 
ace,  deuce  and  four,  win  for  A ;  five  and  six, 
and  doublets  three,  five  and  six,   win  for  8. 
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The  bets  between  the  circles  are  lost  and  won 
only  when  doublets  are  thrown.  The  advan- 
tage possessed  by  the  bank  is  a  discount  of 
one-fifth,  when  the  bets  are  decided  by  the 
first  throw. 

The  amounts  staked  are,  from  a  real  to  one, 
two^  and  even  three-  hundred  dollars  !  Some- 
times gold  alone  is  admitted  on  the  table.  I 
have  seen  ten  thousand  dollars  lost  and  won  on 
a  Sunday  morning !  So  strong  is  the  passion 
for  this  game,  that  children  of  eight  or  ten 
yean  old  are  seen  at  tertdlias,  venturing  their 
podiet-money  at  monte ! 

As  the  players  became  more  interested,  the 
bets  grew  higher,  and  the  betters  increased  in 
number,  forming  a  crowd  round  the  table.  All 
was  ulent.  The  muscles  of  those  who  lost  be- 
canae  rigid,  produdng  a  most  unpleasant  ex- 
pression of  countenance,  and  the  cigars  were 

»  

smoked  more  rapidly  than  ever.  The  winners 
allowed  the  smoke  to  curl  from  the  mouth  and 
nostrils  in  a  quiet  cloud,  while  a  smile  of  satis- 
ftction  played  over  their  features.  Liadies  and 
gentlemen  smoke  together.  A  frequent  com- 
pliment paid   by  the   hostess   is  to  present  a 
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dgar/ after  smoking  afew.wtnffs^  to  her  most 
distinguished  guest. 

**  Qui  vit  sans  tabac  n'est  pas  digae  de 
▼ivre  r*  seems  to  be  a  creed  subscribed  to  .in 
Lima.  Within  a  few  years,  however,  the!  elder 
ladies  alone  smoke  in  this  kind  of  tert^ia ;  the 
younger  ones  enjoy  the  cigar  only  in  private, 
and  very  many  never  indulge  in  this  practice. 
I  have  never  seen  a  Limanian  who  diewed 
tobacco,  but  snuff«>taking  is  quite  oomnxm. 
As  in  Chile,  the  **  pinganillos^"  or  dandies,  cany 
small  gold  tweezers  to  hold  the  '*  dgaiito^^  to 
avoid  staining  their  fingers. 

*  ^  Quoi  qu*en  dise  Aristote,  et  sa  docte  cabale, 
Le  tabac  est  diyin,  il  n'est  rien  qui  T^gale  i 
Et  par  les  faineants,  pour  fuir  Toisivet^y 
Jamais  amusement  ne  fut  mieux  invent^. 
Ne  sauroit-on  que  dire  ?  on  prend  la  tabatUre  ;' 
Soudain  k  gauche,  k  droit,  par  devant,  par  d^rriere; 
Gens  de  toutes  fa9ons,  connus  et  non-connus, 
Pour  y  demander  part  sont  trds-bien  venus. 
Mais  c*est  peu  qu*a  donner  instniisaint  la  jeunesae^ 
Le  tabac  I'accoutume  k  faire  ainsi  largesse ; 
C'est  dans  la  m^decine  un  remdde  nouveau : 
II  purge,  r^jouit,  conforte  le  cerveau ; 
De  toute  noire  humeur  promptement  le  d^livre; 
£t  qui  vit  sans  tabac  n  est  pas  digne  de  vivre. 
O  tabac,  6  tabac,  mes  plus  cberes  amours !.../' 

Le  Fesfin  de 
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It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  parties  in  the  different  rooms.  In 
the  Qpe  is  a  scene  of  gambling  enveloped  in 
(agar  smoke^  while  in  the  other  is  presented  a 
lecture  of  hilarity  and  innocent  amusement 
A  f^w  calces  and  sweetmeats,  with  cordial  and 
wine»  are  the  only  refreshments  served.  About 
half  past  ten  o'clock  the  party  broke  up,  and 
the  family,  after  partaking  of  a  hot  supper, 
retired. 

The  morale  of  Lima  society  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact,  that  females,  married  or  single, 
who  are  known  to  have  yielded  to  amatory 
intrigues,  are  received  in  the  fashionable  circles. 
Few  persons  who  know  anything  of  Lima, 
have  not  heard  of  the  celebrated  Josepha  Luisa, 
the  heroine  of  a  correspondence  between  her* 
sdtf  and  a  notorious  judge,*  which  was  printed 
at  Philadelphia,  in  18218,  ttnder  the  title  of 
^  Cartas  Americanas."  He  is  portrayed  in  that 
work  as  a  seomd  St.  Preux,  and  she  as  another 
Nouvelle  Heloise.  He  now  holds  a  distin- 
guished place  under  the  government,  and  she, 
though  known  to  be  the  mother  of  some  of  his 

*  Manuel  Lorenzo  Vidaurrc  y  Encalada. 
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diildren»  and  sister  of  his  wife^  is  seen  at  the 
theatre,  and  everywhere  with  the  kamt.tBm! 
The  passion  which  suggested  the  oorreqpcmd- 
ence  no  longer  exists;  yet  neither  of  them  is 
ashamed  of  its  publicity.  On  the  contraryy  he 
has  attempted  to  defend  his  letters,  as  wdl  as 
the  sentiments  contained  in  them,  by  assuring 
us  that  they  were  published  for  the  instruction 
of  his  countrymen!  He  even  proposed  dis- 
tributing copies,  to  be  left  on  the  tables  at  the 
various  caf6s,  as  tracts  are  piously  scattered  in 
the  United  States !  If  all  who  are  in  rimilar 
circumstances  in  the  "  City  of  Freemen,*'  were 
banished  from  its  social  world,  fashionable  so- 
ciety would  be  obliterated ! 

It  is  very  generally  acknowledged  that  the 
Limaiias  exercise  an  almost  unlimited  sway  over 
the  gentlemen,  whether  husbands  or  **  cort^jos" 
— cavalieri  serventi  Yet  there  is  a  most  re- 
markable inconsistency  in  the  habits  of  the 
people — ^where  ladies  are  concerned.  An  un« 
married  lady  is  never  permitted  to  go  out, 
without  being  attended  by  the  mother,  an  old 
aunt,  a  married  sister,  or  some  chaperone ;  nor 
is  she  ever  left  alone  with  a  gentleman,  unless 


HARRIED  LADIES.  105 

he  be  an  admitted  suitor.  Now  it  has  often 
puBzled  me  to  divine  how  young  ladies,  thus 
do8^  watched,  can  possibly  find  an  oppor- 
tunity to  listen  to  the  secret  communications 
of  their  lovers.  But  it  is  this  very  watching 
whi^  makes  them  such  adepts  in  intrigue: 
**  Love  laughs  at  locksmiths.^  The  saya  y 
nuinto  is  the  talisman  which  saves  them  from 
every  difficulty.  In  that  dress,  neither  hus- 
bands nor  brothers  can  easily  recognise  them ; 
and  to  make  the  mask  still  more  complete, 
they  sometimes  substitute  a  servant's  torn  saya, 
which  precludes  all  possibility  of  discovery: 
their  only  danger  is  m  being  missed  from 
home» 

This  strict  surveUlanee  is  at  once  removed 
by  matrimony.  The  married  lady  enjoys  per- 
fect liberty,  and  seldom  fails  to  make  use  of  her 
privil^^.  Intrigues  are  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent  in  the  fashionable  circles ;  but,  I  think 
there  is  more  virtue  and  morality  to  be  met 
with  in  the  second  ranks. 

The  ladies  in  Lima  seldom  nurse  their  chil- 
dren, but  confide  their  tender  offspring  to  the 
care  of  the  females  of  the  various  castes.     An 


106  THREE  YEARS  IN   THE   PACIFIC. 

infant  scarcely  attains  a  month  cid^  before  they 
commence  feeding  it  with  broths  which  is  an 
abundant  reason  why  the  adult  populaticm  have 
feeble  constitutions,  and  are  unable  to  bear  cold. 
In  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August, 
though  the  thermometer  does  not  sink  below 
55°  F.,  men  never  think  of  walking  the  street 
in  the  morning  or  evening  without  being  en- 
vdbped  in  the  Spanish  doak. 

Families  even  of  moderate  fortunes  live  in 
splendid  style,  and  dress  as  extravagantly  as 
their  means  and  credit  will  allow.  They  keep 
a  host  of  useless  servants.  There  must  be  a 
nurae  for  each  child,  a  porter,  a  cales^rQ,  a 
waiter,  a  duenna  or  housekeeper,  and  two  or 
three  blacks  in  the  kitchen  and  stables.  The 
lady  must  have  a  cal^sa,  coUte  qui  etnite.  When 
reverses  compel  the  family  to  dispose  of  the 
eaikea,  which,  being  the  last  article  parted  with, 
indicates  the  near  approach  of  ruin,  a  part  of 
the  bargain  always  urged  is,  that  the  purchaser 
shaU  alter  the  paint  that  it  may  not  be  known  ! 

Considering  the  little  industry  among  the 
ladies,  and  their  want  of  taste  for  reading,  it 
nay  be  reasonably  asked,  how  they  get  through 
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the  twenty-four  hours.  A  fashionable  belle 
rises  at  daylight,  hastens  through  her  prayers  at 
the  nearest  church,  and,  returned  home,  retires 
dgfin  :to  slumber  till  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock. 
AbcHit  eleven  she  takes  her  breakfast  alone,  , 
which  is  frequently  purchased  in  the  street; 
few  families  assemble  at  this  meal,  each  one 
eating  at  his  own  hour,  and  whatever  his  appe- 
tite may  suggest.  A  gentleman  told  me,  that 
he  did  not  see  his  wife  before  dinner  from  one 
end  of  the  year  to  the  other.  In  some  houses 
each  one  receives  a  cartain  weekly  stipend  for 
hisvmaintenanoe  from  his  father,  which  is  spent 
9t  the;Cook«shops  about  the  city.  The  family 
cook  1  seldom  prepares  anything,  except  hot 
water  for  making  chocolate  or  mat6. 

After  breakfast  the  lady  smokes  a  cigar  or 
two,  and  strolls  about  the  house  with  her  hair 
hanging' over  her  shouldars,  dress  loose,  and  slip- 
shod, fn  silk  stockings,  occasionally  rubbing  her 
teeth  with  a  slender  root,  the  end  of  which  is 
chewed  till  its  fibres  separate  and  resemble  a 
brudi*  Notwithstanding  that  they  are  fond  of 
bathkig  -in  the  warm  months,  ladies  seldom 
think  of  washing  their  faces  before  breakfast 
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in  the  winter,  but  substitute  the  comer  of  a 
damp  toweL  They  allege,  that  washing  in  the 
morning  is  attended  with  the  great  risk  of  caus- 
ing ague,  which  prevails  more  or  less  through- 
out the  year.  A  lady  once  asked  her  physician, 
in  my  presence,  whether  she  might  wash  her 
hands  and  face  in  a  little  warm  water :  ^*  I 
have  not  washed  either/*  said  she,  *^  fat  sevoi 
days»  and  they  feel  extremely  greasy  and  un» 
comfortable !" 

About  midday  commences  the  important 
business  of  dressing  the  hair,  which  occupies  an 
hour.  That  finished,  the  shoes  are  pulled  up  at 
the  heel,  a  large  shawl  is  cast  over  the  shoulders, 
and  the  lady  (particularly  if  married)  is  ready 
to  receive  any  visiters  she  can  expect  on  or- 
dinary occasions.  The  hour  before  dinner  is 
spent  in  covering  **  m6chas,"  or  in  some  tri- 
fling needle-work,  unless  there  be  a  new  dress 
to  make.  Dinner  and  the  si6sta  take  up  the 
afternoon  till  five  or  six  o'clock,  when  she 
dresses  to  walk  out  or  to  receive  her  friends. 
Sudi  is  the  usual  employment  of  ladies  of  great 
as  well  as  of  moderate  fortunes.    Those  of  tiie 
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second  dass  are  much  more  industrious,  and 
are  rery  skilful  with  the  needle. 

Notwithstanding,  the  Limanians  of  the  same 
fiimily  have  much  more  respect,  if  not  affection 
for  each  other,  than  is  commonly  manifested 
by  Americans.  The  younger  brothers  and 
asters  are  always  obedient  to  their  elders ;  men 
estaUisbed  in  life  often  refuse  to  perform  tri« 
fling  acts,  on  the  ground  that  they  may  be  dis- 
agreeable to  their  fathers  or  mothers;  and  I 
have  seen  widows  who  had  returned  to  the 
homes  of  their  parents  after  their  husbands* 
death,  quite  as  scrupulously  obedient  as  chiU 
dren  of  three  or  four  years  old !  *'  Honour  thy 
father  and  thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be 
long  in  the  land,"  is  a  precept  strictly  observed. 
The  ties  of  consanguinity  are  stronger,  and  are 
more  widely  extended,  than  with  us ;  cousins 
are  almost  as  near  as  brothers — ^in  fact,  they  are 
quite  as  affectionately  treated  and  considered. 
This  habit  of  feeling  may  be  entirely  owing  to 
the  law  of  primogeniture,  which  enhances  the 
cimdderation  of  the  first-bom ;  the  republican 
shiflrfor-yourself  principle,  is  unfavourable  to 
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the  cherishing  those  dannisii  feelings  of  propin- 
quity which  we  meet  in  andent  fiunilies. 

GamUing  is  the  bane  of  Liima  society. 
Though  many  laws  have  been  made  against  it, 
**  monte  al  dao**  is  played  often  to  a  ruinous 
extent.*  Gaming-houses  are  kept  secretly  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  city,  which  are  open 
throughout  the  day  and  night.  The  very 
legislators  and  officers  of  the  police  countenance 
them  by  their  presence.  The  President's  chap- 
lain told  me  that  General  La  Fuente,  the  late 
Vice  President,  had  won  50,000  dollars  during 
the  first  year  he  was  in  office  ! 

Besides  the  monte  houses,  the  cafi6s  and 
hotels  are  furnished  with  billiard  tables,  to 
which  the  young  men  habitually  resort  to  play, 
and  the  very  poorest  of  the  populace  have  their 
peculiar  games.  A  mode  of  gambling  which  I 
have  occasionally  seen  in  the  Plaza  and  streets, 
illustrates  the  universality  of  this  passion.  Two 
fellows  purchase  two  small  boxes  of  sweetmeats, 
and  placing  them  at  a  short  distance  apart,  lie 

*  The  law  of  1822,  prohibiting  gambling,  gives  one  half  of 
the  money  found  on  the  table  to  the  informer,  and  the  other 
to  the  public  treasury. 
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down  near,  to  watch ;  and,  betting  that  a  fly 
will  alight  on  one  before  it  does  on  the  other, 
agree  that  whoever  the  ufisect  favours  shall  take 
both  boxes ! 

Should  this  be  deemed  an  exaggerated  sketch 
of  Lima  manners  and  customs,  I  beg  the  rea- 
der to  look  at  the  work  of  Taralla/  which  is 
admitted  by  all  Limanians  to  be  a  true  picture, 
but  rather  highly  coloured.  I  am  sorry  to  dif- 
fer so  much  from  the  high  authority  of  the 
Edinburgh  Encyclopedia,  as  quoted  by  Mr. 
Benjamin  Morrell,  jun. ;  but  I  must  say  with 
Rousseau,  ''  c'est  ma  part  de  dire  la  v^rite,  mais 
Don  pas  de  la  faire  croire !" 

*  Lima  por  Deutroy  Fuera.     Madrid,  1798. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Sunday  in  Lima. — Books. — Mach6ro. — Misturai. — ^Puchero 
de  Flores.  —  Street  of  Peril.  —  Scene  on  the  Alamdda. — 
Cock-pit. — ^Theatre. 

Sunday,  in  Lima,  is  devoted  to  pleasure  and 
recreation  by  all  classes.  In  the  morning,  the 
Plaza  is  the  centre  of  attraction.  About  nine 
o'clock,  the  tables  under  the  portdles  present  a 
most  motley  display  of  small  wares,  old  prints, 
old  books,  new  books — chiefly  translations  from 
the  French,  and  French  editions,  among  which 
9re  usually  seen  Spanish  versions  of  several  of 
Scott's  novels,  and  the  "  Spy"  by  our  country- 
man Cooper.  Sometimes  the  plays  of  Caldenon 
are  severed  from  the  binding,  and  sold  singly,  to 
accommodate  purchasers.  There  are  cases  and 
taMes  loaded  with  the  smoker's  apparatus;— 
segarr6ros,  mach^ros,  mechas,  flints  and  steel : 
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and  others  with  German  toys,  rough  hardware, 

and  imitation  jewellery. 
Every  man  in  Lima  carries  in  his  pocket  the 

means  of  lighting  his  cigar.     The  segarr^ro  has 

been  already  described.  The  mach^ro  consists 
of  a  tube  about  three  inches  and  a  half  long, 
and  a  half  inch  in  diameter,  made  of  gold  or 
silver.  Through  it  is  strung  a  match,  which 
is  composed  of  spunk  {artSmesia  Chinensis)^ 
brought  from  Guatamala,  put  up  in  long  rolls 
about  a  half  inch  thick  and  one  or  two  feet 
long.  This  is  cased  with  calico  or  silk ;  some- 
times beautifully  embroidered,  or  sometimes 
braided  with  various  coloured  ribbons.  The 
ornamenting  of  ^'  mechas"  falls  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  belles,  who  present  them,  perfum- 
ed with  sweet-smelling  roots  and  gums,  in  com- 
pliment to  the  beaux.  The  end  of  the  match 
which  is  fired  passes  through  the  tube,  and  is 
hooked  by  a  chain  to  a  button  or  plug,  which, 
excluding  the  air,  extinguishes  the  fire  after  it 
is  no  longer  required.  To  the  other  end,  is 
appended  a  silken  cord  tastefully  knotted  at 
the  extremity,  or  instead,  a  gold  chain  termi- 
nated with  a  small  figure  of  a  fish  or  animal. 

VOL.    II.  I 
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The  machero  costs  from  one  to  forty  dollars, 
and  even  more,  according  to  the  material  and 
ornaments,  which  sometimes  consist  of  a  ling 
of  diamonds  round  the  middle !  Without  the 
steel  and  flint,  however,  the  apparatus  is  incom- 
plete. The  steel  is  frequently  embossed  with 
gold  and  silver  in  some  fanciful  sketch  on  one 
side,  and  on  the  reverse,  the  name  ol  its  owner. 
The  steel  alone  is  sometimes  worth  ten  dollars, 
and  in  ''  old  times'*  flints  sold  at  from  twenty- 
five  cents  to  a  dollar  each ! 

From  nine  until  one  o'clock  the  port^les  are 
thronged  with  people,  moving  in  opposite  direc- 
tions; some  are  buying  toys  and  books,  and 
others  are  there  to  see  and  be  seen.  The  gay 
uniforms  of  the  officers ;  the  sombre  garb  of 
{Hriests  and  friars ;  the  leartied  black  coats  of 
students  and  judges ;  the  new  and  glossy  saya 
and  gay  black  eye  peeping  from  behind  the 
manto ;  the  shrivelled  uncovered  face  of  age,  no 
longer  stirred  by  joy,  but  still  arrayed  in  manto 
and  saya  of  her  younger  days ;  the  disguised 
belle;  the  blind  mendicant  in  tatters,  led  by  a 
squalid  child ;  the  mulatto  wench  with  hair  friz- 
zed and  sprinkled  with  jasmine  flowers;  the 
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barefoot  Indian,  the  sandalled  Negro,  and  live- 
ried Blacky— all  figure  in  the  moving  mass. 

Near  the  eastern  end  of  the  port&l  sit  the 
""  misturdras"'  or  flower-Venders,  selling  nosegays 
both  to  belles  and  beaux.  A  ^'  mistura**  con- 
sists of  flower  petals  of  various  kinds,  orange 
bk)ssom8,  sweet  dberimoya  buds,  and  jasmine, 
tied  in  a  piece  of  plantain  leaf.  Here  also  are 
sold  a  small  kind  of  apple,  and  an  orange, 
(naranja  de  Quito),  which  are  wreathed  over 
with  small  fragments  of  cinnamon  and  cloves 
by  the  ladies,  and  sent  as  complimentary  pre- 
sents to  th^  friends.  They  are  called  ''  man- 
sanitas  ambareadas.''  One  of  these  apples,  with 
two  or  three  capulies  and  as  many  cherries, 
plaeed  in  a  piece  of  plantain  leaf  about  one- 
quartw  of  the  size  of  a  sheet  of  foolscap  paper, . 
aad. sprinkled  with  chamcmiile  flowers,  violets, 
aromas  (a  yellow,  sweet-scented  flower),  mar- 
garitas  (a  species  of  lily),  with  a  sprig  of  sweet 
besilf  formed  what  was  anciently  called  a  ''  pu- 
chaK>  de  flores,'.'  which  cost  from  two  reales  to 
three  ddllars,  according  to  the  season.  Young 
ladies  frequently  make  "  pucheros  de  flores," 
sometimes  perfuming  them  with  incense  and 

I  2 
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9weet  gums,  and  distribute  them  to  their  visiters. 
The  presentation  of  ^'  manzanitas  ambareadas" 
and  flower-petals  is  quite  common,  but  the 
**  puchero**  is  somewhat  out  of  date. 

Formerly,  a  row  of  women  sat  in  front  of  the 
cathedral,  and  sold  the  materials  for  the  '*  pu- 
chero"  at  wholesale ;  and  in  front  of  them  an- 
other row,  having  small  tables  on  which  they 
compounded  the  misturas  and  pucheros,  in  a 
serious,  but,  at  the  same  time,  pleasant  mood. 
From  the  great  price  demanded  for  the  puchero, 
not  unfrequently  a  half  doubloon,  this  alley  of 
florists  was  called  "  la  Calle  de  Pellgro"— Street 
of  Peril  —  alluding  to  the  great  danger  which 
the  pockets  of  the  young  beaux  ran  of  being 
exhausted  on  nosegays  for  their  sweethearts.* 
£ven  in  these  days  of  reform  and  cheapness,  I 
have  seen  a  dollar  paid  for  a  single  rose,  and 
half  that  sum  for  a  dahlia,  to  decorate  a  lady's 
head! 

In  the  afternoon,  one  of  the  alam6das  is 
resorted  to  by  the  better  part  of  the  popula- 
tion, for  the  pleasure  of  the  promenade.  La 
Alameda  de  los  Descalzos,  a  pleasant  walk  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  is  the  most  fashion- 

*  Mercurio  Peruano. 
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able.  On  each  side  there  is  a  double  row  of 
trees,  with  a  path  between  them.  The  centre 
avenue  is  about  sixty  feet  broad,  shaded  by  the 
almost  interlocking  branches  on  each  side,  hay- 
ing at  equidistances  the  foundations  of  several 
unfinished  fountains.  This  alam^da  derives  its 
name  from  a  convent  of  Franciscans,  standing 
at  one  end  of  it,  called  El  con  vento  de  los  padres 
Descalzos.  These  barefoot  fathers  maintain,  by 
begging,  a  public  table,  where  the  poor  are  free 
to  dine  on  wholesome  and  substantial  food  every 
day  of  the  week.  Not  far  from  the  alam6da 
are  the  celebrated  baths  of  Piedra  Lisa,  which 
are  much  visited  during  the  summer  months, 
both  by  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

About  five  o'clock,  cal6sas  are  seen  standing 
beneath  the  trees.  Their  fair  occupants,  in  gala 
attire,  sit  and  behold  the  passers-by,  enjoying  at 
the  same  time  a  quiet  airing,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  gratification  of  being  gazed  on  and  bowed 
to  by  their  friends.  The  young  cavaliers  dis- 
play their  steeds  and  horsemanship  to  the  eyes 
of  the  fair  ones.  On  the  side  walks,  either 
seated  or  promenading,  are  hundreds  of  sayas  y 
mantos,  watching  the  scene  before  them,  while 
gentlemen  scrutinize  the  cautious  glance  of  that 
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single  eye»  and  arching  black  brow,  ccmtrasting 
with  the  forehead,  to  discover  if  possible  who 
the  mistress  may  be ;  but  she  laughs  at  their 
curiosity,  and  sets  it  at  defiance.  He  who 
cannot  admire  a  beautiful  woman  with  all  his 
five  senses,  cannot  estimate  the  greatest  and 
most  perfect  work  of  nature.  It  is  thriUing 
to  your  man  of  sensibility  to  behold  the  soft 
motion  of  these  **  tapadas,"  as  those  are  termed 
who  walk  with  only  one  eye  discovered.  There 
is  an  ease  and  grace  in  the  step  not  easily  por- 
trayed ;  such  sylph-like  steps,  such  figures,  such 
laughing  eyes ! 

*'  And  such  sweet  girls — I  mean,  such  graceful  ladies  I 
Their  very  walk  would  make  your  bosom  swell ; 
I  can*t  describe  it,  though  so  much  it  strike, 
Nor  liken  it — I  never  saw  the  like." 

At  sunset  the  whole  crowd  streams  towards 
the  city.  The  bridge  is  lined  with  gentlemen 
waiting  to  catch  one  more  glance  from  some 
eye,  which  they  fancy  their  penetration  has  dis- 
covered. It  is  vain ;  the  mask  is  too  perfect. 
The  stream  pours  into  the  portal,  and  thence 
difiuses  itself  through  the  several  streets  leading 
from  the  Plaza. 

Those  who  do  not  take  an  airing  in  the  ala- 
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m6da,  generally  resort  to  the  Coliseo  de  los 
GalloSy  or  cock-pit.  It  was  erected  in  1762 ; 
and  in  1790,  paid  to  the  government  annually 
for  a  license,  7,010  dollars,  which  were  distri- 
buted among  various  institutions  of  chaiity  and 
education  in  the  city. 

The  Coliseum  is  an  amphitheatre,  with  an 
arena  fifty  feet  in  diameter,  surrounded  by  nine 
benches  rising  one  behind  the  other,  and  above 
by  a  Mer  of  twenty-nine  galleries  or  boxes,  (in- 
cluding that  of  the  judge,)  supported  on  wooden 
pillars,  and  accessible  by  flights  of  stairs  on  the 
outside  of  the  building,  which  stands  in  a  large 
patio.  Opposite  to  each  other  are  doors  opening 
into  the  arena,  by  which  the  fowls  are  introduced. 
The  price  of  admission  is  two  reales,  but  the 
seat  is  an  extra  charge  of  one  real  in  the  pit, 
and  four  in  the  boxes.* 

It  is  said  that  public  cock-fighting  owes  its 
origin  to  the  expedition  of  Themistocles  against 
the  Persians.  On  that  occasion,  he  exhorted 
his  army  to  fight  for  their  country  with   the 

*  In  1822,  a  decree  was  issued,  abolishing  the  cock-pit, 
and  annuUing  the  contract  of  its  manager  with  the  Spanish 
gorernment,  which  was  dated  1804. 
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valour  and  indomitable  spirit  displayed  by  two 
contending  cocks.  To  commemorate  the  vic- 
tory of  their  great  captain,  the  Athenians 
devoted  one  day  every  year  to  exhibit  the  bat- 
tles of  these  birds.  The  custom  passed  to  Rome, 
and,  on  the  days  of  exhibition,  criers  went 
though  the  streets  shouting  PuUi  pugnant. 

On  Sundays  and  holidays,  in  Lima,  though 
not  announced  by  a  town  crier,  it  is  generally 
known  that  puUi  pugnant,  and  a  large  part  of 
the  population  attends  without  a  summons. 
The  hour  of  exhibition  is  four  o'clock,  but 
before  that  time  the  seats  are  usually  crowded 
by  people  of  all  kinds,  for  all  classes  delight  in 
this  sport.  The  judge,  who  is  an  alcalde,  takes 
his  place  in  his  box  ;  the  guards  at  the  doors  are 
all  attention ;  the  "  serviddr,"  with  a  row  of  gafts 
before  him,  takes  his  seat  beneath  the  judge ; 
and  the  "  corredores,"  or  criers  of  bets,  enter  the 
arena.  For  a  moment,  conversation  ceases. 
Two  fowls  are  brought  in  from  the  opposite 
doors,  and,  after  holding  them  up  to  the  spec- 
tators, their  heads  are  ceremoniously  but  rudely 
rubbed  together.  The  silence  is  broken.  One 
corred<5r  cries,  "  Quien  va  en  el  pardo  ?" — "  Who 
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goes  on  the  gray  ?"  Another  shouts, ''  Cuanto  en 
d  Colorado?^ — "How much  on  the  red?"  Then 
such  a  Babel*like  hum  breaks  out  in  the  pit 
and  boxes,  that  it  is  difficult  to  understand  any- 
thing  that  is  said.  The  corred6res  shout  still 
kmder.  The  ladies  in  the  boxes  make  signs 
with  their  fingers,  and  the  gentlemen  call  aloud 
to  different  people  at  the  same  time.  A  cor- 
red6r  understands  a  lady ;  ''  Si,  Senorita  ?*  and 
looking  in  another  direction,  and  striking  his 
uplifted  left  arm  with  two  fingers  of  his  right 
handy  cries  again  and  again  in  a  rapid  voice, 
*  Media  onza  en  el  pardo  —  quien  quiere  media 
onza  en  el  pardo  ?" — "  A  half  doubloon  on  the 
gray  —  who  wishes  a  half  doubloon  on  the 
gray?*' 

Another  lady  makes  a  sign.  *^  Bueno"  — 
**  Understood,"  cries  a  corredor.  At  the  same  mo- 
ment another  is  crying  **  Two  doubloons  on  the 
red ;  who  bets  two  doubloons  on  the  red  ?"  In 
the  mean  time  the  attendants  are  securing  to 
the  birds  the  gafts,  or  rather  slashers,  which  are 
three  inches  long,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  wide, 
and  slightly  curved. 

Sufficient  time  having    elapsed,   the  judge 
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rings  a  small  bell,  and  the  noise  and 
are  succeeded  by  order  and  silence.  Then  each 
attendant  walks  to  the  servidor,  and  turns  the 
back  of  the  fowl  towards  him.  He  examines 
the  slasher,  and,  finding  it  properly  secured, 
runs  his  thumb  over  its  edge,  to  be  certain  of  its 
keenness.  Then  it  is  sheathed  in  leather,  and 
the  birds  are  allowed  to  make  a  few  flies  at  each 
other,  while  still  retained  in  the  hands  of  their 
respective  attendants.  The  sheaths  are  now 
removed,  and  the  cocks  are  set  down  at  opposite 
rides  of  the  ring.  All  is  silent.  The  valiant 
bird  scratches  the  earth,  looks  proudly  round, 
and,  seeing  his  adversary, 

^ treads  as  if,  some  solemn  music  near. 

His  measured  step  were  govem'd  by  his  ear : 
And  seems  to  say — *  ye  meaner  fowl  give  place  I'  " 

He  flies  to  the  conflict.  If  not  decided  at  the 
first  onset,  the  hum  of  assertion  and  dispute 
again  begins,  and  increases  with  the  excitement, 
till  it  becomes  as  noisy  as  before:  both  sides, 
like  politicians  before  an  election,  certain  of 
coming  off  victorious,  loudly  offer  to  increase 
the  bets,  and  thus  strengthen  their  opinions. 
But  at  last  one  of  the  combatants  falls  dead. 
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aod  decides  the  matter  beyond  dispute.  The 
judge  rings,  and,  if  not  too  much  wounded,  the 
victorious  cock  gives  a  triumphant  crow,  and 
ftqps  his  wings. 

The  oorred6res  are  now  seen  in  every  part  of 
the  pit,  and  in  the  boxes,  collecting  the  losings, 
and  paying  the  winnings,  from  which  they 
deduct,  as  the  fee  of  their  service,  a  medio  from 
every  doUar.  The  noise  of  talk  still  conti- 
nues ;  some  are  eulogizing  the  victorious  bird, 
and  others  dispute  with  the  corredores  about 
the  bets.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fowls  are  car- 
ried to  the  servidor,  who  removes  the  slashers, 
and  cleans  them  of  blood,  by  drawing  them 
between  his  thumb  and  finger,  before  he  lays 
them  down.  Both  fowls  are  carried  out  of  the 
arena,  and  others  brought  in,  and  the  same 
scene  is  repeated. 

Sometimes  the  conflict  is  decided  at  the  first 
fly ;  I  have  seen  both  birds  fall  dead  from  the 
slashers  entering  the  brain,  or  some  other  vital 
part  Again,  the  fight  endures  several  minutes, 
and  both  fall,  exhausted  by  the  loss  of  blood. 

The  sums  bet  are  almost  incredible.  I  have 
heard  of  fifty  onzas  (850  dollars)  being  risked 
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on  a  single  battle.     Usually,  however^  the  bets 
run  from  one  to  a  hundred  dollars. 

Sunset  is  the  signal  for  concluding  the  sport : 
as  the  crowd,  with  pleasure  written  on  their 
countenances,  pour  into  the  street,  they  are 
met  by  the  venders  of  lottery-tickets,  and  the 
almost  ceaseless  cry  of  Su—er — te.  The  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  cock-pit  is  distinguished 
by  the  unusual  number  of  cocks  tethered  by 
a  leg  to  the  door  of  almost  every  house. 

In  the  evening  the  theatre  is  the  grand  at- 
traction. It  stands  in  the  rear  of  the  convent 
of  St.  Augustin.  Its  exterior  is  not  distin- 
guished from  any  of  the  neighbouring  dwell- 
ings. The  interior  is  shabby,  and  generally 
filled  with  fleas,  and  badly  lighted.  It  has 
three  tiers  of  boxes,  and  a  large  box  fronting 
the  stage  for  the  President  and  the  officers 
of  the  government.  The  boxes  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  board  partitions,  and  rented 
by  the  season,  the  tenant  furnishing  it  with 
chairs.  The  pit  seats  have  backs,  and  are  num- 
bered. The  entrance  to  the  boxes  is  by  stairs 
on  the  outside,  which  lead  to  corridors  upon 
which  the  boxes  open. 
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The  ladies  appear  at  the  theatre  dressed  with 

taste  and  extravagance,  but  the  arrangement  of 

tlie  boxes  is  such,  that  their  fine  figures  and 

beautiful  eyes  do  not  appear  to  advantage.     In 

the  pit,   women  go  disguised,  or  rather  with 

* 

their  faces  concealed  with  a  shawl  folded  over 
the  head  in  such  a  way  as  to  hide  all  but  one 
eye.  Between  the  acts,  the  pit  appears  as  if 
it  were  filled  with  fire-flies,  from  the  scintil- 
btioDS  of  the  mach^ros :  all  the  men  commence 
smoking  so  soon  as  the  curtain  drops.  Boys, 
with  trays  of  sweetmeats,  circulate  through  the 
pit  and  the  corridors  of  the  boxes,  crying,  or 
nuther  vociferating,  **  el  dulc^ro,"*  or  ^*  el  carame- 
]txo  ;**  while  others,  with  glasses  of  water,  cry 
*^  un  vaso  de  agua.'*  Frooi  the  earliest  times, 
decrees  have  been  issued,  both  by  the  Vice- 
roys and  Presidents,  against  smoking  in  the 
theatre^  but  to  no  purpose.  Even  the  old 
ladies  retire  to  the  back  of  the  boxes  to  en- 
joy a  few  whi£&  during  the  intervals  of  the 
play.  A  half-dozen  dirty  soldiers  are  sta- 
tioned in  different  parts  of  the  pit,  to  enforce 
order  and  prevent  smoking ;  but  the  latter  is 
so  difiicult  a  task,  that  rather  than  run  against 
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the  current  of  public  opini(m,  they  j<Mn  in  the 
practice. 

The  orchestra  is  generally  very  good,  and 
sometimes  excellent;  during  the  period  that 
the  opera  company  remamed  in  Lima  it  was 
much  improved.  The  players  are  rather  bdow 
mediocrity,  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  Lately, 
an  actress  from  the  Madrid  boards,  named  Sa- 
maniego,  has  been  here,  and  were  she  not  so 
very  large  and  advanced  in  years,  would  cer- 
tainly be  an  interesting  player,  particularly  in 
tragedy.  Her  children  are  also  considered  good. 
The  actresses  are  generally  fat,  shapeless,  unin- 
teresting creatures,  who  follow  the  prompter 
in  a  most  monotonous  tone.  The  top  of  the 
prompter's  cap  is  seen  moving,  as  his  head  turns 
to  follow  the  lines  of  his  book,  just  above  a 
wooden  hood  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  stage ; 
and  his  voice  is  heard  above  all.  There  is 
one  of  the  actresses  who  sings  very  well,  yet  I 
am  assured  that  she  is  totally  ignorant  of  music, 
depending  altogether  upon  the  correctness  of 
her  ear. 

The  plays  generally  represented  have  the 
fault  of  a  too  protracted  dialogue,  with  but 
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Uttle  action,  and  are  barren  in  plot.  The  tra- 
gedies are  Wretched.  I  do  not  mean  that  all 
Spanish  tragedies  are  so,  but  allude  to  those 
represented  in  Lima.  There  is  one,  lately  writ- 
ten by  a  native,  founded  on  the  early  history 
of  the  conquest,  which  possesses  considerable 
merit.  The  best  part  of  the  entertainment  is 
in  the  farce  or  "  sainete,'' — pieces  of  one  act, 
in  which  some  ludicrous  incident  in  low-life  is 
presented.  These  are  filled  with  proverbs,  in 
which  the  language  abounds,  and  with  humour, 
though  too  frequently  of  a  vulgar  and  indecent 
kind.  There  is  one  entitled  £1  Santo,  which  is 
what,  the  Spanish  term  ^'mui  gracioso."  A 
worthy  wife  is  represented  as  receiving  visits  of 
rather  an  improper  kind  from  the  sexton  of 
the  parish  church,  and  in  order  to  conceal 
her  lover,  on  the  sudden  arrival  of  her  husband, 
be  is  disguised  and  mounted  on  a  table,  where 
he  assumes  the  attitude  of  a  saint.  The  hus< 
band  enters,  and  finds  his  wife  very  piously 
kneeling  before  it.  Seeing  her  devotion,  he 
joins  her  in  prayer,  and  then  asks  how  the 
saint  came  there,  and  gets  a  most  miraculous 
account  of  its  appearance  in  the  house.     The 
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husband  runs  out  to  assemble  the  Tillage  to 
carry  the  pretended  image  in  procession,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  the  wife  and  saint  discuss  the 
means  of  getting  free  from  the  difficulty  ;  but 
the  husband  returns  so  suddenly,  that  the  saint 
has  not  time  to  assume  his  position,  but  kneels 
on  the  table.  The  village  troop  assemble,  and 
place  candles  in  the  saint's  hands,  and  carry  him 
around  in  procession.  They  at  last  discover 
the  imposition  by  the  entrance  of  the  curate, 
who  recognises  in  his  saintship  no  other  than 
the  sexton.  Then  all  fall  to  beating  and  mal- 
treating him,  and  applying  all  kinds  of  epithets, 
producing  most  immoderate  laughter  in  the 
audience. 

Though  a  censor  was  appointed  in  1822,  by 
San  Martin,  to  watch  over  the  morality  of  the 
stage,  and  prevent  any  representation  that 
might  be  favourable  to  royalty  or  tyranny,  the 
Lima  theatre  is  far  from  having  any  claims  to 
perfection  in  this  respect.  On  particular  occa- 
sions, fire-works  are  exhibited  in  front  of  the 
theatre,  just  as  the  audience  leave  it. 

Such  are  the  amusements  in  Lima,  on  Sun- 
days and  religious  holidays. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Bull-bait— Plaza  del  Acho. 


About  half-past  two  o'clock  on  a  Monday 

afternoon,  in  December,  people  of  all  classes 

were  to  be  seen  pouring  from  the  Plaza  into  the 

street  that  leads  over  the  bridge  to  the  suburb 

of  San  Lazaro.     The  tailor  left  his  thimble,  the 

cobbler  deserted  his  awl,   the   donkey  of  the 

water-carrier  enjoyed  rest  for  a  time,  the  col- 

kgian   threw   aside   his   book,   the  workshops 

were  closed,  the  merchant  left  his  store,  the 

lady  gave  up  the  si6sta,  and  the  president  of 

the   republic  joined  in  to  fill  up   the  living 

stream,  that  moved  towards  the  Alameda  del 

Acho.    "Towards  that  point  rolled  gay  cal6sas, 

accompanied  by  gaily-dressed  equestrians ;  the 

street  was  thronged  with  Mulattoes  and  Ne- 
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rgttiiif   lod   priests — all  going  to  see 
*  j»  zxobT — the  balk  ! 

AaJTig  the  street  IcMling  to  the  Alameda, 
jrreii  oDcen  fnxn  the  president's  guard  were 
iCxiSk^oed  about  a  hundred  yards  apart,  gazing 
^T  oo  the  pasong  crowd,  with  hands  folded 
ibe  p«cna:el  of  the  saddle,  and  lance  rest- 

1^  oc  the  ftwc  and  reposing  against  the  shoul- 
der. G?^»t  earthen  jars  of  chidia  were  leaning 
j^caicsst  the  trees,  here  and  there,  from  which 
Xeseresaes  and  Mulattoes,  bedizened  with  jas- 
Buoe.  were  pumpii^  through  great  canes  "the 
nectar  of  Peru.*  and  dispensing  it  to  groups  of 
the  lower  orders,  standii^  around  them.  The 
sounds  of  harp  and  guitar,  and  fandango4bot* 
ing.  streamed  from  houses  in  the  vicinity.  It 
was  a  heartfelt  holiday,  for  all  classes  ddight 
in  the  spectacle  of  bull-baiting. 

The  Plaza  del  Acho,  which  is  enclosed  in  a 
square,  is  a  large  amphitheatre,  capable  of  con- 
taining in  the  boxes,  and  on  the  benches  which 
surround  it,  riang  one  above  the  other,  not  less 
than  twelve  thousand  persons.  The  boxes  and 
benches  are  supported  an  brick  pillars^  and  are 
accessible  by  narrow  stairs  from  the  outside. 
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I        The  arena  is  about  four  hundred  feet  in  diame- 
ter, surrounded  by  a  barrier  seven  feet  high, 
through  which  are  horizontal  slits  a  foot  broad, 
opening  into  the  pit  beneath  the  benches.     In 
the  middle  of  the  arena,  just  far  enough  apart 
to  allow  a   man   to  pass  between   them,  are 
aeveral  posts  planted  in  the  form  of  three  rays 
diverging  from  a  centre.    At  one  point  are  a 
large  and  a  small  door,  side  by  side,  opening 
into  the  pen  where  the  bulls  are  kept ;  and  over 
them  is  the  box  of  the  prefect  of  Lima,  who 
presides  over  the  exhibition,  and  bestows  the 
rewards  on  those  who  distinguish  themselves  in 
the  fight.     Opposite,  but  a  little  to  the  right,  is 
a  large  box,  occupied  by  the  president  and  his 
suite ;  and  to  the  left  is  a  large  door,  through 
which  the  slaughtered  bull  disappears  from  the 
arena. 

About  a  quarter  before  three,  the  place 
seemed  full,  yet  people  were  still  pouring  in. 
The  ladies  appeared  in  their  usual  extravagant 
style  of  dress,  and  the  tapddas,  or  cyclop  beau- 
ties, were  numerous  in  every  direction.  The 
motley  assemblage,  which  we  had  seen  in  the 
afareet,  now  occupied  the  benches.     A  busy  hum 
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of  conversation  arose  continually  from  the  mul- 
titude ;  and  above  it  bawled  the  "  dulc^ro," 
with  his  tray  of  sweets ;  the  "  almendr^ro,"  with 
his  comfits ;  the  caramel^ro/'  with  his  bans-bans. 
Then  the  ''aguador/'  with  pitcher  and  glass, 
cried  ever  and  anon,  **  un  vaso  de  agua" — a 
glass  of  water.  The  "segarr^ro*'  proclaimed 
"  segarros  de  mi  amo,  que  los  hace  bien'' — my 
roaster's  cigars,  he  makes  them  well.  Occa- 
sionally this  fellow  paused  in  his  walk,  and 
holding  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand  to  his 
mouth  for  a  moment,  smacked  his  lips  as  if 
tasting  something  delicious,  and  bowing  as  he 
swept  away  his  hand,  ejaculated  in  a  tone  hor- 
ribly nasal,  "  que  cosa  tan  rica  !" — how  exqui- 
site! Other  Negroes,  with  trays  of  square 
packages  of  boiled  corn,  resembling  homony, 
done  up  in  plantain  leaf,  were  crying,  *'  maiz 
bianco,  bien  caliente  !" — white  com,  very  hot ! 

In  spite  of  the  discordant  hum,  and  out-of- 
time  cries  of  those  fellows  who  sell  trifling 
sweets  and  sugar-plums  to  the  crowd,  to  amuse 
its  excitement,  (which  must  be  spending  itself 
on  something,)  those  in  the  arena  appear  per- 
fectly calm  and  unconcerned.     The  mataddres 
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and  capeadores,  on  foot,  with  their  red  cloaks 
flung  carelessly  over  one  shoulder,  so  as  to  dis- 
cover the  pink  or  green  silk  jacket,  and  bright 
yellow  breeches  trimmed  with  jaunty  bows  of 
gay  ribbon,  and  with  the  hat  set  knowingly  on 
one  side  of  the  head,  sauntered  about  the  ring 
smoking  cigars.  The  rejonead<ires  and  capea- 
d6res  on  horseback,  armed  with  short  spears, 

**  In  costly  sheen  and  gaudy  cloak  array'd," 

slowly  walked  their  animals  over  the  ground, 
or  awaited  patiently  the  commencement  of  the 
sport.  The  mayors  of  the  Plaza,  better  mount- 
ed than  the  rest,  occasionally  dashed  after  a 
half-dozen  ragged  urchins,  who  were  playing, 
and  chasing  each  other  about  the  arena. 

At  last  the  "  desp^jo,"  or  clearing  of  the  field, 
commenced.  Part  of  a  well-dressed  regiment 
entered  the  arena,  headed  by  a  fine  band  in  a 
Turkish  uniform,  playing  a  quick  step.  They 
marched  and  countermarched,  and  performed 
several  military  evolutions,  which  ended  in  a 
sham-fight  with  a  second  party,  that  attacked 
them  from  several  points  at  the  same  time. 
The  orders  were  given  by  blast  of  trumpet  and 
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tap  of  drum.  This  part  of  the  exhibition  was 
highly  interesting,  and  very  creditable  to  the 
troops. 

Precisely  at  three,  the  president  and  staff 
entered  his  box,  and  were  received  by  the 
troops  with  presented  arms.  The  Turkish 
band  took  its  place  in  front  of  the  president's 
box,  and  the  troops  separated,  and  springing 
over  the  barrier,  mingled  with  the  crowd  on 
the  benches. 

The  rejoneaddres  and  capeaddres  on  horse- 
back, preceded  by  the  mayors  of  the  Plaza, 
and  followed  by  the  mutaddres  and  capeaddres 
on  foot,  marched  slowly  round  the  whole  cir- 
cle, bending  low  before  the  boxes  of  the  presi- 
dent and  prefect,  and  saluting  the  spectators 
generally  as  they  passed  along.  This  ceremony 
ended,  the  mataddres  and  capeaddres  on  foot 
distributed  themselves  in  various  parts  of  the 
arena ;  the  mayors  took  a  position  of  safety, 
and  the  rejoneaddres  and  capeaddres  on  horse- 
back, holding  their  spears  by  the  end  in  the 
right  hand,  the  points  down,  trotted  gallantly 
up  to  the  prefect's  box  and  halted. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  caricature  figure  of  a 
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belle,  constructed  of  paper  and  reeds,  was 
placed  not  far  from  the  centre  of  the  ring.  The 
din  and  buzz  of  the  multitude  were  for  a  moment 
hushed.  A  trumpet  sounded  a  charge,  and  a 
rocket  whizzed  high  and  exploded  in  the  air. 
Expectation  was  mute.  The  den  flew  open, 
and  a  noble  bull,  having  a  cloth  ornamented 
with  tinsel  and  ribbons  stitched  to  his  back, 
sprang  forth.  He  stood  for  a  moment  gazing 
fiercely  right  and  left,  lashing  his  tail  in  the  air, 
and  pawing  the  earth ;  he  wavered  for  an  in 
stant,  then  lowering  his  head,  dashed  at  a  re- 
joneaddr,  who,  with  admirable  skill,  flirted  a 
short  red  mantle  in  his  eyes,  and  saved  himself 
and  horse  from  the  bull's  horns.  Foiled  in  this 
attack,  the  enraged  animal  opened  his  eyes  for 
a  second,  (bulls  always  close  them  to  attack), 
and  rushed  at  a  capeaddr,  who  received  him  on 
the  point  of  his  spear :  thrusting  him  three 
times  in  the  neck,  he  turned  the  bull,  and 
received  the  applause  of  the  assembled  multi- 
tude ;  then  galloping  to  the  prefect's  box,  held 
out  his  cap  and  obtained  a  rouleau  of  four  dol- 
lars, which  was  tossed  into  it  as  his  reward. 
Blood  trickled  over  the  bull's  broad  chest  and 
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down  his  legs,  as  he  stood  wavering  in  which 
direction  to  make  his  next  attack. 

Now  the  capeaddres  on  foot  approached,  shak- 
ing their  red  doaks,  and  stamping  and  shouting 
in  defiance.    He  rushed  at  one  of  them,  and 
bore  off  the  doak  in  triumph  on  his  long  sharp 
horn,  amidst  shouts  of  **  que  buen  lance,  que 
buen  lance  !** — a  good  feat,  a  good  feat !     Next, 
his  furious  attentions  were  bestowed  upon  the 
paper  belle,  and  he  met  a  warm  reception,  for 
she  was  a  **  fire  ship**  of  rockets  and  squibs, 
which  burst  about  his  ears  in  a  hundred  irregu- 
lar explodons,  enhandng  his  violence  and  rage. 
Shouts,  laughter,  and  clapping  resounded  from 
all  sides.     He  turned  impetuously  upon  a  rejo- 
neador,  who  poised  his  spear  and  drew  up  bis 
horse  to  receive  the  charge.     His  aim  was  true ; 
he  struck  just  behind  the  skull,  and  the  bull 
rolled  lifeless  on  the  ground,  amidst  the  deaf- 
ening shouts  and  plaudits  of  the  spectators ! 

Besides  the  public  approbation,  the  rejonea- 
dor  received  a  reward  of  three  rouleaus,  of  four 
dollars  each,  from  the  hands  of  the  prefect 

So  soon  as  the  bull  fell,  the  band  of  hautboys 
and  squeaking  clarionets,  stationed   near  the 
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prefect's  box,  ceased,  and  that  in  the  Turkish 
costume  struck  up  the  national  air  called  La 
Sama  cueca.     Four  horses  that  '^  spumed  the 
ran,"  bed^ked  with  waving  plumes,  pranced 
into  the  arena  under  the  guidance  of  two  pos- 
tilions.    A  mulatto  held  the  traces,  and  leaned 
backwards  with   all  his  strength,   as   he  was 
dragged  forward.     An  axle  with  two  low  wheels 
or  trucks  was  secured  under  the  bull's  head, 
and   the   horses  were  attached.     Under  rapid 
applications  of  whip  and  spur,  they  sprang  for- 
ward, and  with  a  great  sweep  disappeared  with 
the  load  from  the  ring. 

The  pools  of  blood  were  carefully  swept  over 
with  sand,  and  another  paper  figure,  representing 
a  jackass  playing  a  guitar,  was  placed  on  the  spot 
where  the  belle  had  been  so  unceremoniously 
treated.  Again  the  trumpet  sounded,  and  again 
a  rocket  was  fired.  Another  fierce  animal  bound- 
ed forth.  The  capeaddres  and  matadores  shook 
their  red  cloaks  to  invite  him  to  attack ;  but 
they  danced  backwards  as  he  trotted  towards 
them.  At  last  he  rushed  upon  one,  and  receiv- 
ed a  slight  wound  in  the  shoulder  from  the 
sword  of  a  matad6r,  which  served  to  injBame 
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his  fury.  He  gored  the  musical  jackass,  and 
struck  such  notes  as  neither  jackass  nor  guitar 
ever  before  produced.  Wild  with  rage,  he 
darted  upon  a  rejonead6r,  and  receiv^  a  spear- 
wound  in  the  neck,  from  which  the  blood  flow* 
ed  freely.  He  evidently  suffered  pain,  but  did 
not  complain,  though  he  stood  at  bay.  The 
capeadores  on  foot  and  the  matad6res  approach- 
ed, shook  their  cloaks,  stamped,  and  shouted, 
but  he  heeded  not.  Small  darts  loaded  with 
lead  were  showered  upon  him,  and  hung  qui- 
vering in  his  hide ;  this  roused  him,  and  with 
a  well-directed  aim  he  rushed  upon  "  a  light- 
limbed  matador,"  who  received  the  attack  dex- 
terously upon  his  cloak :  the  attack  was  renew- 
ed, but  the  cloak  quitted  the  hand,  and  quick 
as  thought  the  long  blade  was  sheathed  in  his 
broad  chest.  His  career  was  arrested  ;  he  stag- 
gered once,  but  recovered;  instinctively  he 
separated  his  feet  to  gain  a  broader  and  firmer 
base ;  his  limbs  trembled ;  he  hung  his  head, 
and  making  an  effort  to  cough,  belched  forth  a 
torrent  of  gore ;  the  next  instant  he  reeled, 
and  his  feet  kicked  in  the  air  ! 

Prom  the  moment  the  wound  was  given,  the 
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multitude  was  silent;  nothing  was  heard  ex- 
cept the  discordant  and  tearing  notes  of  the 
hautboys ;  but  when  he  fell,  the  welkin  rang 
with  applauding  shouts,  ^'  buen  lance,  buen 
lance!"  and  the  band  struck  up  El  Chocolate, 
another  of  the  Peruvian  airs.  The  matador 
received  his  reward,  the  car  was  brought,  and 
the  carcass  whirled  swiftly  away. 

The  next  feat  exhibited,  excited  deep  inter- 
est. A  large  wooden  spear,  with  a  broad  iron 
bead^  was  placed  near  the  door  of  the  toril  or 
den,  and  inclining  upwards  towards  it.  A 
stout  mulatto,  gaily  dressed,  lay  flat  upon  the 
end,  which  rested  against  a  paint  d*appui,  and 
in  that  position  awaited  the  bull.  The  trum- 
pet and  rocket  signal  was  given.  All  was 
silent.  The  door  opened,  and  the  bull  pitched 
at  the  prostrate  mulatto,  who  guided  his  spear 
so  that  the  point  struck  him  full  between  the 
eyes,  and  passing  through  his  head,  entered 
several  feet  into  his  body,  from  which  it  requir- 
ed the  force  of  three  men  to  extract  it !  The 
animal  fell  dead.  The  spectators  were  delight- 
ed, and  even  renewed  their  plaudits  when  the 
mulatto  held  out  his  cap  for  the  reward. 
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A  fourth  bull  was  received  by  "  matadores 
de  punta*' — matadores  armed  with  short,  broad- 
bladed  dirks,  resembling  in  form  a  bricklayer's 
trowel.      They  played  for  a  long  time;   now 
daring  his  attack,  now  avoiding  it.     Showers 
of  darts  were  thrown,  and  his  hide  bristled  with 
them,  like  that  of  a  porcupine.      The  paper 
image  was  attacked,  and  wrought  him  to  the 
highest  pitch  of  fury  ;  he  ploughed  the  ground 
with  his  horns,  and  bellowed  in  an  agony  of 
rage.     He  pursued  a  matador,  and  was  so  near 
tossing  him,  that  he  ripped  up  the  back  of  his 
gaudy  jacket.      He  then  wheeled  upon  a  re- 
joneador,  and  plunged  his  horn  into  the  horse's 
abdomen,  and  made  an  effort  to  toss;  but  by 
some   means  the  poor  animal  was   extricated. 
The  rider  struck  his  sides  with  his  spur,  and 
the  entrails  gushed  from  the  wound !    A  se- 
cond blow  gave  an  awfully  hollow  sound,  that 
might  have  been  heard,  at  that  moment,  over 
the  Plaza,  for  it  was  still  as  the  grave.     His 
bowels  poured  out  upon  the  ground,  and  were 
trampled  by  his  own  hoofs,  as  he  sprang  for- 
ward,  and    cleared    the  infuriate  bull,   whose 
attention  the  matadores  had  attracted  to  them- 
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selves!  The  horse  was  led  out  of  the  arena, 
and  I  had  the  satisfaction  (poor  indeed!)  to 
learn  that  his  pains  were  ended  in  a  half-hour 
by  death ! 

The  bull  now  cushed  with  furious  impetu- 
osity upon  the  matadores,  yet  he  did  not  escape 
unscathed.  A  mataddr,  with  well-turned 
limbs,  threw  aside  his  hat  and  doak,  and  ad- 
vanced deliberately  to  receive  his  attack.  The 
broad  blade  of  the  **  punta**  glittered  in  the  sun 
for  the  instant,  while  the  swift  arm,  with  cer- 
tain aim,  struck  it  to  the  spinal  marrow,  just 
behind  the  ears.  Lightning  could  not  have 
been  more  suddenly  fatal;  the  bull  dropped 
dead  !  "  Viva  Espinosa  !*' —  the  name  of  this 
famed  matador,  was  shouted  from  all  sides. 
Neither  the  danger  he  had  encountered,  the 
success  of  his  feat,  nor  the  deafening  plaudits 
of  the  multitude,  produced  the  slightest  change 
in  the  calm  expression  of  his  countenance  —  it 
remained  the  same  under  every  circumstance. 
He  gathered  his  cloak  upon  his  arm,  and,  with 
cap  in  hand,  walked  leisurely  to  the  prefect's 
box,  for  the  reward  he  had  so  dexterously  won. 

One  bull  was  encountered  by  six  short-legged 
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Indians,  who,  armed  with  light  spears,  extend- 
ed themselves  on  the  ground,  in  front  of  the 
den,  to  await  his  coming.  He  hurled  his  huge 
weight  among  them,  splintered  several  spears, 
and  overturned  five  Indians,  in  pursuit  of  the 
sixth.  The  excitement  was  very  great,  fcwr  it 
was  douhtful  whether  he  would  escape.  Now 
he  gained  a  little,  and  then  he  lost ;  he  seemed 
to  be  out  of  breath ;  all  feared  that  he  would 
fall;  the  bull's  horns  appeared  to  be  touching 
his  back  !  "  Corre,  corre  muchacho  !"  broke 
through  the  silence  from  a  hundred  mouths; 
and  thus  encouraged,  his  duck -legs  moved 
faster,  and  in  longer  strides,  till  at  last,  panting 
and  breathless,  he  dodged  between  the  posts  in 
the  centre  of  the  ring. 

By  this  time  his  companions  had  risen,  and, 
armed  again  with  spears,  placed  themselves  in  a 
new  position,  to  receive  another  attack.  The 
bull,  for  an  instant,  looked  wildly  at  the  Indian 
be  had  pursued,  bellowed  in  disappointment, 
and  turned  upon  his  expectant  enemies.  But 
when  he  drew  near  to  them,  they  threw  away 
their  arms  and  fled,  to  the  great  amusement  of 
everybody.     The  animal  attacked  every  one 
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who  opposed  him,  in   quick   succession,  and 

received  a  wound  from  every  hand.  One  ma- 
tador attempted  the  feat  of  £spinosa,  but  miss- 
ing bis  aim,  the  ''punta"  viras  tossed  high  in 
the  air,  and  both  man  and  beast  escaped  un- 
hurt 

From  long  exertion  and  loss  of  blood,  the 
animal  seemed  to  be  exhausted,  yet  he  could 
not  be  approached  virith  impunity.  He  stood 
pawing  the  ground  and  flirting  his  tail,  but 
would  not,  any  longer,  attack  with  fury ;  there- 
fore he  afforded  no  more  sport.  The  Luna, 
a  crescentic  knife  fixed  at  right  angles  on  the 
aid  of  a  long  pole,  was  brought.  They  tried 
for  a  long  time  to  get  behind  him,  before  they 
succeeded  in  hamstringing^  his  hind-legs  ;  when 
they  did,  the  poor  brute  still  fought  and  kept 
them  at  bay,  and  even  when  the  sinews  of  his 
fore-legs  were  cut  with  the  luna,  he  attacked 
the  matadores  on  iiis  stumps.  He  at  last  fell, 
under  the  repeated  blows  of  the  dirk  and  sword 
of  the  matadores,  and  was  slowly  expiring, 
when  one  of  the  many  blows  reached  the  spine, 
and  ended  bis  torments. 

The  next  exhibition  was  rather  ludicrous. 
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When  the  door  was  opened,  a  harlequin-attired 
negro,  with  his  face  smeared  with  blue  and 
white,  entered  the  arena  mounted  on  a  bull's 
back.  His  only  means  of  retaining  his  seat 
was  by  holding  fast  to  a  piece  of  wood  lashed 
across  his  horns.  His  task  was  an  arduous  one, 
for  the  bull  reared  and  plunged  in  every  possi- 
ble manner,  to  free  himself  from  his  encum- 
brance ;  but  the  rider  was  encouraged  to  hold 
fast,  as  the  bull  was  his  reward,  if  Ive  suooeeded 
in  safely  reaching  the  middle  of  the  ring.  This 
scene  afforded  a  great  deal  of  mirth,  and  the 
negro  won  the  bull,  after  several  very  narrow 
escapes  from  being  thrown. 

The  parting  rays  of  the  setting  sun  had 
begun  to  tinge  the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Cordil- 
lera, which  seemed  the  signal  for  leaving.  The 
president  and  suite  left  their  box,  and  the 
fashionables  in  different  parts  of  the  circle 
followed  his  example. 

A  guar^  of  about  fifty  horsemen,  armed  with 
sabres  and  lances,  was  formed  round  the  presi- 
dent's carriage,  and  a  number  of  ofKcers  crowd- 
ed to  attend  him  from  the  door  of  the  Plaza. 
The  carriage  was  of  European   manufacture, 


GENERAL  GAMARRA.  145 

with  silver  mountings,    and   drawn    by   four 
splendid  black  horses.     General  Gamarra  soon 
made  his  appearance,  hat  in  hand.     He  is  tall 
rather  thin,  of  a  swarthy  complexion,   black 
eyes,  deeply  sunk  in  their  sockets,  heavy  brow, 
black  whiskers  and  moustaches,  and  possesses 
a  courteous  military  air.     He  wore  a  generaVs 
uniform  of  blue,  deeply  embroidered  in  gold, 
and  red  pantaloons,  with  broad  gold  lace  down 
the  outer  seams.     Over  his  feet  were  drawn 
borseman^s  boots  rising  above  the  knee,  armed 
with   large  gold  spurs.      His  cocked-hat  was 
edged  with  white  feathers,  and  crowned  with 
three  ostrich  plumes,  arranged  in  the  succession 
of  the  colours  in  the  flag  —  white  between  red. 
When  he  mounted  his  seat^  the  ofiicers  threw 
themselves  into  their  saddles,  and   the  coach 
flew   through    the    alam6da  followed   by   the 
guard    at  full  gallop,    the    pennons   of  their 
lances  fluttering  in  the  air.     Their  dress  is  a 
white  jacket  and  red  pantaloons,  cut  full  about 
the  hips  and  narrow  at  the  bottom.     The  cap  is 
blue  cloth,   with  a  long  bag-like  top  of  red, 
terminating  in  a  tassel,  that  hangs  over  one 
side.     £very  one  wore  large  moustaches. 

VOL.  II.  L 
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As  the  President  passed,  the  cal^sas  that  had 
been  standing  to  view  the  passing  concourse 
turned^  and  slowly  followed  towards  the  city. 
Seated  along  the  walls  were  long  files  of  ta- 
imdas, 

**  Skilled  in  the  ogle  of  a  roguish  eye, 
Yet  ever  well  inclined  to  heal  the  wound ; 
None  through  their  cold  disdain  are  doomed  to  die. 
As  moon -struck  bards  complain,  by  Love's  sad  archery — **  1 

They  lingered  to  see  the  last  of  the  crowd. 
When  we  reached  the  Independence  square 
or  plaza,  the  fresco  tables  were  already  lighted. 

The  excitement  of  the  scenes  at  the  Plaza 
del  Acho,  and  along  the  alam^da,  produced  in 
me  and  some  of  our  party  most  severe  head- 
aches. Notwithstanding  the  cruelty  of  the 
sport,  there  is  an  agreeable  excitement  at  the 
bull-bait,  from  the  great  concourse  of  people, 
and  the  endless  variety  of  dress  and  character 
that  present  themselves  for  observation.  In- 
deed, the  ladies  say,  that  were  it  not  for  the 
"  concurrencia,"  tliey  would  not  witness  a  di- 
version "  tan  barbara." 

Previous  to  the  revolution,  bull-baits  were 
seen  in  almost  every  village  throughout  Peru, 
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at  least  once  every  year.  For  the  purpose,  the 
plaza  was  fitted  up  for  the  exhibition.  This 
sport  caused  the  death  of  many  Indians  in  the 
interior,  who  were  either  killed  by  the  buUs^ 
or  died  from  excesses  in  aguardiente  and 
cliicha. 


L  2 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Nacimientos. — Christmas  Eve. — Christmas. — Ride  to  Cho- 
rillos. — Saltead6re8.— Bathing.— Harbour  of  Chorinos.— 
Callao.^La  Presidenta. — CanuTal. — ^Miraflores.  —  Mag- 
dalena. 

About  the  season  of  Christmas,  those  wealthy 
families  in  which  there  are  children,  form  with 
dolls  and  toys  a  representation  of  the  birth 
of  our  Saviour,  which  is  placed  in  some  con- 
venient apartment,  where  it  may  be  visited 
by  their  friends.  These  are  termed  familiarly, 
*'  nacimi^ntos,""  or  births.  Sometimes  mass  and 
prayers  are  said  before  them ;  and  one  of  the 
common  pastimes  of  the  season  is  to  pay  visits 
from  one  to  the  other,  all  over  the  city.  This 
has  at  least  the  merit  of  being  a  beautiful  me- 
thod of  instructing  the  youth  in  that  portion  of 
the  history  of  the  Son  of  God. 

On  Christmas-eve,  or  "  noche  buena,"  as  on 
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almost  all  holydays,  the  plaza  becomes  a  scene 
of  mirth  and  amusement.    The  fresco  tables  are 
more  immerous,  as  well  as  the  fires  of  the  wo« 
men  frying  fritters  and  fish ;   and  the  irons  of 
those  who  make  barquillos  are  plied  more  ac- 
tively than  ever.      Stalls  -are  placed  along  the 
PorUQ  de  Escribanos^  loaded  with  a  variety  of 
cooked  poultry,  picdntes»  stews,  sausages,  and 
pucheros.     All  classes  make  merry ;  the  men- 
dicant and  miser,  the  formal  lady  and  woman  of 
light  manners,  the  old  and  the  young,  allow 
their  bosoms  to  expand  with  joy ;  yet  the  pious 
stand  aloof  from  all  that  tempts  the  appetite 
in  the  plaza  till  past  midnight,  indulging  only 
in  ices  and  iced  drinks.     Lights  were  twinkling 
in  every  direction,  though  the  moon  and  stars 
shone  as  bright  as  day. 

The  great  altar  of  the  cathedral  was  lighted 
with  hundreds  of  candles,  and  the  choir  was  full 
of  instruments  and  voices.  The  naves  were 
crowded  through  the  whole  night  with  women 
fitting  or  kneeling  on  the  pavement  in  saya  y 
manto ;  while  the  priests  celebrated  mass,  deco- 
rated in  cloaks  of  gold  and  silver  lama.  At 
midnight,  Te  Deum  laudamus  was  chanted,  the 
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bells  rang  a  merry  peal,  and  rockets  were  fired 
from  the  church  steps.  At  this  aignal,  niuner- 
ous  parties  and  groups  that  had  been  wandering 
about  the  square,  anxiously  waiting  the  hour  to 
break  their  fast,  seated  themselves  at  difEerent 
tables,  and  fell  to  work  on  the  good  things  that 
had  been  spread  before  them  during  the  even- 
ing. From  that  time  till  daylight,  for  the  say- 
ing is,  ''  nadie  duerma  en  nodie  buena"*-— no- 
body may  sleep  on  Christmas-eve — ^the  plaza  is 
a  scene  of  feasting ;  while  in  the  houses  of  the 
higher  classes,  suppers  are  spread  at  twelve 
o'clock,  and  the  remainder  of  the  night  is  spent 
in  dancing  and  gambling. 

Christmas-day  is  devoted  to  amusement,  and, 
as  it  is  summer,  many  parties  are  made  for 
rides  to  the  country,  and  some  spend  the  whole 
holydays  at  Miraflores  or  Chorillos.  The  ala- 
m^da  in  the  afternoon  is  thronged  with  people, 
and  in  the  morning  presents  a  scene  similar  to 
that  of  a  Sunday.  At  night  there  is  an  exhi- 
bition of  fireworks,  provided  at  the  expense  of 
the  Cabildo. 

During  the  summer  months,  from  December 
to  April  inclusive,  many  paseos  or  excursions  of 
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pleasure  are  made,  to  difierent  points  m  the 
ne^bourhood  of  the  dty .  Most  of  the  wealthy 
fiuniliea  rescvt  to  Chorillos  or  Callao  for  the 
benefit  of  sea-bathing.     Those  gentlemen  who 
lie  detained  in  the  city  by  business  during  the 
week,  g^oerally  leave  Lima  on  Saturday  after- 
nooDs  and  remain  with  their  families  until  Mon- 
day morning. 

In  the  month  of  January,  I  accompanied  a 
party  of  gentlemen  to  Chorillos,  and  passed  se- 
Tenl  days  in  that  place.  We  set  off  about 
three  d'dock  on  Saturday  afternoon,  arrayed  in 
ponchos,  and  large  straw  hats  to  protect  us  from 
the  sun,  and  armed  with  pistols,  to  secure  us 
against  the  "  saltead6res,''  or  highwaymen,  that 
at  this  season  generally  infest  the  road.  They 
have  been  less  numerous,  however,  during  the 
last  two  years  than  formerly.  These  saltea^ 
dorea  are  a  most  ungenerous  set  of  thieves ;  for, 
not  satisfied  with  horse,  purse,  and  valuables. 
they  generally  leave  their  victims  without  any 
other  covering  for  their  skins  than  their  shirts  f 
I  know,  however,  of  an  instance  of  generosity 
on  the  part  of  one  gentleman  of  the  profession. 
He  stopped  a  wealtliy  merchant  on  his  way  to 
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Lima  from  ChoriUos,  and,  after  relieving  him  of 
his  watch  and  purse,  ordered  him  to  dismount 
The  merdiant  remonstrated,  and  argued  that  it 
would  be  a  serious  prejudice  to  his  business  to 
be  detained  from  Lima ;  but  ofibred  to  detiver 
the  horse  the  next  day,  without  asking  ques- 
tions, to  any  person  who  might  be  sent  for  him. 
The  terms  were  accepted,  and  the  merchant  wss 
permitted  to  continue  his  journey.  The  next 
morning  the  8altead6r  called  for  his  horse,  which 
was  honourably  delivered !  It  must  be  recollect- 
ed, that  a  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  bar- 
gain would  have  been  at  the  peril  of  life  in 
case  of  a  second  rencontre. 

We  sallied  out  at  the  ChoriUos  gate,  upon  a 
straight  road,  flanked  on  either  side  by  bigh 
mud  walls,  which  from  the  powerful  reflectimi 
render  the  road  excessively  hot.  The  light  co- 
lour of  the  road,  well  sprinkled  with  pebbles, 
served  to  increase  the  oppressiveness  of  the  heat. 
We  found  everybody  going  in  the  same  direc- 
tion with  ourselves.  Here  we  overtook  troops 
of  borricos,  laden  with  fruit  and  vegetables  for 
the  Chorillos  market ;  there  carts  laden  with 
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beds  and  household  furniture  of  some  migrating 
family ;  agaiD,  parties  of  gentlemen  dressed  like 
ourselves ;  and  now  we  came  up  with  two  or 
tbree  jackasses  that  had  trotted  on  ahead  of  their 
oompanionsy  lying  down  by  the  way  under  bas- 
kets of  fruity  waiting  with  serious  and  dejected 
oocmtenanoes  for  the  rest  of  the  drove.  Now 
and  then  we  passed  a  party  of  gallindzos  and 
dogs,  feasting  amicably  on  the  carcass  of  a  bor- 
liooy  or  mule,  that  had  expired  by  the  wayside. 

The  surrounding  country  was  parched  and 
cheerless^  with  here  and  there  one  of  those  vast 
earthen  mounds  called  Huacas,  the  remaining 
monuments  of  a  race  even  more  ancient  than 
the  children  of  the  sun. 

Afker  a  ride  of  five  miles»  we  came  in  sight 
ef  the  fane  of  Miraflores,  and  another  mile  car- 
ried us  beyond  that  quiet  village.  Along  the 
tapias^  as  the  low  mud  walls  are  called,  were 
seated  rows  of  ladies  with  their  servants,  amus- 
ing themselves  with  observing  the  passing 
groups.  They  wore  Manila  hats,  tied  under 
the  chin  with  black  riband,  the  rim  being  free, 
and  the  hair  braided  down  the  back.     Amongst 
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them  were  some  acquainted  with  gentlemen  of 
our  party,  whom  they  saluted  with,  '^  Adios ! 
adios!  Caball^ros.'* 

We  had  scarcely  cleared  Miraflores,  when  we 
saw  the  low  houses  of  Chorillos  about  two  miles 
off,  nestling  under  the  Morro  Solar,  or  headland 
of  Chorillos,  and  the  broad  Pacifi9  expanding 
to  the  view.  It  was  now  near  sunset ;  the  mUd 
breeze  from  the  ocean  kissed  our  heated  fore* 
heads  as  we  galloped  into  the  pueblo.  We  met 
parties  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  strolling  about 
in  every  direction,  to  enjoy  the  cool  air  of  the 
expiring  day. 

After  ablution  in  cold  water,  we  seated  our- 
selves, and,  like  Sancho  Panza,  were  felicitating 
ourselves  in  not  having  encountered  any  perils 
on  the  road,  when  a  gentleman  came  in,  with 
half-serious  face,  and  began  with,  ^'Malditos 
sean  los  de  la  policfa  que  no  limpian  el  camino 
de  esos  bribones  de  salteaddres !" — "  Curse  those 
police  officers,  for  not  clearing  the  road  of  these 
villainous  highwaymen  !** 

**  Que  hai !  que  hai !  Don  Ignacio  ?''— "  What 
is  the  matter,  what  is  the  matter,  Don  Ignacio?'' 
asked  two  or  three  of  the  party. 
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''Pues,    Senores,   me  piUaron  dos  de  estos 
(ibaU^ros  en  la  mitdd  del  camino»  de  aqui  k 
Minflores,  y  si  no  f uera  por  la  oscuridad  de  la 
noche  me  hubi^ran  descubierto  la  desnud^z  a 
toto  el  mundo!'* — **Ye8,   gentlemen,   two  of 
those  cavaliers  caught  me  on  the  road,  half-waj 
between  here  and  Miraflores,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  would  have 
exposed  me  naked  to  the  whole  wwld  P' 
'•  Que  dices  ?'•— •^  What  sayest  thou  ?" 
•*  Puez,  Senores,  es  verdad,  me  dejaron  fresco 
en  cueros — aun  sin  un  hilo  de  mi  camisa  T — **  It 
is  true,  they  left  me  cool  in  my  skin,  without 
even  a  thread  of  my  shirt  !•* 
^  Caramba  T  exclaimed  one  of  the  ladies. 
^  Jesus !"  cried  another.     Peruvian  ladies  eja- 
culate! 

•*  Que  oigo,  por  Dios !" — "  What  do  I  hear, 
for  God*s  sake  r  said  a  third. 

^  Gua !  que  lisos !" — "  What  impertinence !" 
said  a  fourth. 

"Que  fresquito  vino  usted  k  Chorillos!** — 
**  You  came  a  little  fresh  to  Chorillos !"  observed 
a  gay  young  lady,  and  the  gentlemen  laughed 
outright.     Finding  so  little  sympathy  among 
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US,  Don  Ignacio  stalked  out  of  the  room,  mut- 
tering between  his  teeth  vengeance  on  all  sal* 
teadores,  wishing  that  the  devil  might  warm 
them  all  and  the  police  in  the  bargain. 

The  evenings  in  Chorillos  are  passed  at  ter- 
tulias,  where  gambling  high  at  monte-dao  and 
dancing  are  the  only  amusements.  All  Sun- 
day is  passed  in  this  unhallowed  manner ! 

The  ladies  bathe  twice  and  three  times  every 
day  in  the  sea ;  in  the  morning  before  break- 
fast, about  one  o'clock,  and  again  at  sunset. 
They  descend  the  high  and  precipitous  hill  on 
horseback  or  on  foot,  and  dress  in  little  huts 
made  of  flag  mats,  kept  on  the  shore  for  the 
purpose  by  Indians,  who  chaige  a  real  for 
each  bath.  They  wear  long  flannel  robes,  and 
go  uito  the  water  with  Indians,  who  are  entire- 
ly naked,  with  the  exception  of  a  handkerchief 
tied  about  the  hips.  Many  of  the  ladies  are 
quite  expert  swimmers,  and  all  are  passionately 
fond  of  sea-bathing. 

Chorillos,  in  one  respect  at  least,  is  superior 
to  any  of  the  watering-places  that  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  resorted  to  in  our  country ;  all 
formality  is  thrown  aside,  and  everybody  thinks 
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(xAy  of  oomfort  and  amusement  The  ladies 
stroll  about  with  Uieir  hair  hanging  down  the 
heck,- with  grass  hats,  and  the  gentlemen  are 
dressed  with  short  white  jackets^  and  are  not 
encumbered  with  cravats,  but  substitute  a  nar^ 
row  black  riband.  Nothing  but  dissipation  and 
9unhUng  occupy  the  time,  except  the  few  mo- 
ments deyoted  every  morning  to  counting  the 
rosary.  On  Sundays  the  pueblo  is  more  lively 
than  on  any  other  day,  from  the  great  concourse 
from  the  city ;  and  it  is  then  only  that  ladies 
pay  attention  to  the  toilet,  to  appear  at  the 
balls  or  large  tertCilias  given  at  night. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  even  during  the 
winter,  when  Lima  is  covered  with  a  dense  fog 
and  ^  garua,'"  or  fine  drizzle,  and  the  streets  slip- 
pery with  mud,  the  sun  is  shining  warm  and 
dear  at  ChoriUos.  It  is  probably  owing  to  the 
south-west  winds  blowing  the  vapours  past  the 
Morro  Solar  against  the  high  hills,  where  they 
collect  and  form  clouds,  which  undergo  a  leak- 
age over  the  city  instead  of  dissolving  in  rain. 
This  is  probably  an  electrical  phenomenon, 
which  is  not  yet  well  understood.  The  same 
fact  occurs  occasionally  at  Callao,  though  the 
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<iiitMire  of  either  place  from  Lmda  does  not 
exceed  eiglit  flailei. 

Dmiiig  die  war  of  the  revolution,  while 
Rodil  occupied  die  castles  of  Callao^  Chraflloi^ 
though  onfy  a  small  Indian  tow  n,  wi  th  scmie  few 
indifficRndy-built  houses^  wfaidi  are  termed 
ranchos  and  ^  harracas^*  was  the  port  of  Lima* 
The  harbour  ts  a  roadstead,  cmly  proteeted  by 
the  Monro  Solar:  a  heavy  swdl  is  oonstantly 
rolling  in  from  the  southward,  the  anchorage  is 
not  good,  the  landing  is  bad,  and  vessds  ride 
very  uneasily  at  their  moorings. 

I  spent  the  month  of  February  at  Callao. 
The  place  was  probably  more  gay  than  usosl, 
in  coniequenGe  of  the  President  and  his  lady 
being  there  to  take  advantage  of  the  sea-bath& 
The  tertulias  were  similar  to  those  at  ChonUoi^ 
though  not  so  numerously  attended,  fnr  neither 
Genial  Gamarra  nor  his  lady  is  very  popular. 
They  were  attended,  of  course,  by  a  set  who 
are  more  or  less  dependent  on  their  pleasure 
for  oflSce. 

The  Presidents,  as  she  is  titled,  is  rather  a 
large  and  fine-looking  woman,  but  of  too  much 
embampoiat  for  beauty.      She  has  a  hi^  ex- 
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panded  fwehead,  and  an  intelligent  face.     Her 
manners  are  masculine,  and  tar  from  graceful* 
Her  aGCompUshments  are  those  of  a  man.     She 
shoots  a    pistol  with    great  accuracy  of  aim, 
wiields  the  broadsword  with  much  dexterity, 
aad  is  a  held  undaunted  rider  on  horseback. 
Her  chief  amusement  at  the  tert(ilias  is  playing 
diess.     She  never  dances.     She  is  a  native  of 
Cusoo^  and  a  daughter  of  a  patriot  general,  and 
it  may  be  said  that  she  was  literally  educated 
iQ  the  camp.    She  is  now  about  thirty  years  of 
age^  and  is  said  to  be  rather  a  shrew  in  dispo- 
sition, and  pays  great  attention  to  politics ;  in- 
deed»  some  affirm  that  General  Gamarra  is  in- 
debted to  her  talents  for  retaining  the  presi- 
dency so  long  as  he  has. 

Pic-nic  parties  are  sometimes  formed  on  the 
point  beyond  the  castles,  but  the  place  is  en- 
tirely without  the  shelter  of  trees.  The  chief 
attraction  to  that  quarter  is  the  fine  situation 
for  bathing. 

On  the  17th  day  of  February  1883,  com- 
menced the  merry  season  of  carnival.  The 
vports  consist  in  dashing  scented  water  on  each 
other,  amongst  those  of  the  better  class;  but 
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with  the  oth«^  whole  buckets-full  are  throwii^ 
and  when  the  person  is  well  wet,  the  face  is 
smeared  over  with  flour,  sometimes  oolomed 
with  indigo. 

I  passed  part  of  the  month  of  April  at  Mi- 
raflores,  amusing  myself  with  rides  round  the 
country,  and  feasting  on  ddicious  grapes.  AH 
the  houses  have  gardens  attached  to  them,  whoe 
are  grown  great  varieties  of  beautiful  flowers. 
A  geranium  grows  to  a  large  bush,  and  is  look^ 
ed  upon  almost  as  a  weed.  Amongst  the  bulbs,' 
whidi  are  numerous,  are  the  margarita,  a  white 
flower,  the  amancaes,  which  is  yellow,,  and  the 
fliM:  de  la  pila.  This  takes  its  name  frcmi  its 
resemblance  to  a  fountain.  The  flower  is  beau- 
tifully white,  and  the  mcmopetalous  corolla  has 
six  Irnig  slender  digits,  which  fall  in  gentle 
curves  from  its  edge,  like  so  many  little  streams 
of  water.  It  springs  up  on  the  margins  oi 
drains  and  ditches  all  along  the  Paruvian  coast. 

The  ladies  in  Miraflores  pass  two  or  three 
hours  of  Saturday  afternoon,  seated  (m  the  tapias 
along  the  Chorillos  road,  observing  the  passing 
concourse.  One  half  of ''  Pascua,"  or  Li&it,  ex- 
pired on  the  28th  of  April  1832.     This  day  is 
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celebrated  amongst  the  rabble  by  feasting  and 
dancing.  Parties  with  guitars  and  harps  pass 
through  the  streets  at  night,  visiting  the  best 
houses,  dancing  and  singing,  till  bribed  by  a 
gratuity  to  leave.  At  midnight,  a  grotesque 
mask,  representing  an  old  woman,  leaves  Liima, 
mounted  on  a  borrico,  accompanied  by  a  crowd 
of  Negroes  and  boys,  shouting  and  singing  and 
ringing  bells.  The  party  or  procession  stops 
long  enough  in  Miraflores  to  waken  the  popu- 
lation, and  then  continues  on  to  Chorillos,  where 
the  old  woman  is  met  and  kindly  received  by 
an  old  man,  quite  as  grotesquely  dressed  as  the 
(dd  lady  herself.  The  two  open  the  dance 
in  a  lascivious  minuet,  and  then  the  frolic  is 
continued  till  daylight.  This  feast  is  termed 
La  Vieja,  or  old  woman.  She  is  quite  as  much 
feared  by  the  children  as  old  Chriskingle  him- 
self ;  for  the  old  people  are  wont  to  say,  that  La 
Viga  is  coming  at  four  in  the  morning  to  carry 
off  the  pascua,  and  if  they  are  not  good  boys 
and  girls  she  will  take  them  away  too.  The 
only  explanation  of  the  festival  that  I  could 
obtain  from  the  curate  was, "  £s  solamente  para 
acordarse,  de  las  muchas  pascuas  que  han  pa- 
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sado." — "  It  is  only  to  call  to  remembrance  the 
many  lents  that  have  passed/' 

There  is  a  pleasant  road  from  Miraflores  to 
Callao,  passing  through  a  small  village  called 
Magdalena.  This  place,  which  has  many  gar- 
dens attached  to  it,  is  resorted  to  by  some  of 
the  better  and  quieter  part  of  society.  The 
Liberator,  Bolivar,  occupied  a  house  there  for 
some  weeks,  while  in  Peru ;  it  is  a  more  plea- 
sant summer  retreat  than  either  Miraflores  or 
Chorillos.  The  road  passes  amidst  small  culti- 
vated farms,  and  is  shaded  in  the  afternoon  by 
the  walls  that  surround  them. 

Another  frequent  paseo  is  to  Lurin,  in  the 
valley  of  Pachacamac,  where  there  are  extensive 
remains  of  the  temple  of  that  god. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

St  John's  Day. — Amancaes. 

Amongst  the  great  holidays  of  Lima  is  the 
festival  in  honour  of  St.  John.  It  falls  on  the 
84th  of  June,  when  a  beautiful  yellow  flower, 
called  the  amancaes  (narcissus  amancaes)  is  in 
full  bloom,  which  circumstance  has  given  name 
to  the  day.  About  three  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  city  is  a  high  hill,  forming  with 
two  others  a  deep  vale  or  gorge,  which,  from 
the  number  of  these  flowers  growing  on  its 
sides,  is  called  the  Valley  of  the  Amancaes. 

Early  in  the  afternoon,  all  the  world,  in  every 
variety  of  costume  and  equipage,  began  to 
move  over  the  bridge,  through  the  suburb  of 
San  Lazaro  and  the  Alameda  de  los  Descalzos, 
towards  Amancaes.  Passing  from  the  alam6da, 
the  road  is  shut  in   by   high   mud-walls,   en- 
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dodng  findt  and  flower-girdeiiSi  wfaidi  fill  the 
soft  mr  with  their  odoars.  Here  moved  csihm, 
filled  with  lidies  and  children  gaily  dressed,  and 
their  heads  dkcked  with  amancaes  and  dahlias ; 
ladies  oo  horseback*  managing  their  ^irited 
animals  in  a  most  masterly  style ;  cavaliers  and 
officers  in  gay  dress  and  gorgeous  unifonm; 
Negresses  in  jamity  calico  gowns»  momited  on 
donkeys ;  N^roes  on  foot,  or  mounted  on  sony 
asses  or  mules,  all  crowding  to  the  scene  of  fes- 
tivity.  The  whole  living  stream  was  animated 
fay  die  mutual  smiles  and  salutatimis  of  the 
dames  and  cavaliers,  the  hearty  laugh  of  the  less 
refined,  and  the  coarse  joke  and  noisy  hilarity 
of  the  plebeian  mob. 

When  we  readied  the  vale,  we  found  the  so9 
bare,  save  where  the  hill  ndes  were  sprinkled 
with  ydlow  patches  of  the  amancaes.  Booths 
were  erected  of  mats  in  difierent  parts  of  the 
vale,  and  surrounded  by  various  groups,  enjoy- 
ing themselves  in  dancing  and  nnging  to  the 
sound  of  harps  and  guitars.  Someof  the  ladies 
on  horseback,  moving  from  rancho  to  rancho, 
attracted  our  attention :  they  wore  the  Manila 
hat,  white  pantalets,  and  poncho,  as  have  already 
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been  described.  They  seemed  to  delight  in 
their  skill  m  horsemanship ;  for  a  practised  eye 
tnight  detect  them  reining  in  their  animals, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  spur  was  pressed 
quietly  into  their  sides,  causing  them  to  prance 
and  curvet  over  the  ground.  The  cavaliers 
were  no  less  dexterous  in  the  management  of 
their  steeds,  as  they  squired  the  ladies  with 
^  heedful  haste,"  and  assisted  them  to  the  various 
refreshments  offered  at  the  ranchos. 

In  one  rancho  were  two  Africans  dancing 
the  *'  sama  cueca"  to  the  music  of  a  rude  harp, 
accompanied  by  the  nasal  voices  of  two  Negresses 
jauntily  dressed,  and  their  hair  frizzed  out  and 
6mamented  with  flowers.  One  was  seated  on 
tiie  ground,  beating  on  the  body  of  the  instru- 
ment in  time  with  her  palms.  The  dancer  was 
dressed  in  white,  flounced  to  the  knee,  with  a 
bright-coloured  cotton  shawl  tied  round  the 
bips,  so  as  to  shorten  the  gown  very  consider- 
ably. The  atms  were  bare  and  shining  in  pure 
Uack ;  in  one  hand  she  held  a  white  handker- 
chief, which  was  ever  and  anon  flourished  in 
the  air,  while  the  other  sustained  her  dress 
bdiiind.    Her  hair,  like  that  of  all  the  Negresses, 
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was  frizzed  out  at  each  side,  and  sprinkled  with 
jasmine  and  amancaes,  and  a  high-crowned 
Guayaquil  hat  sat  square  on  the  head.  H&c 
companion  in  the  dance  wore  full-bottomed 
cinnamon-colour  breeches,  open  at  the  knee, 
with  silver  buttons,  over  white  stockings  and 
drawers,  seen  at  the  opening  embroidered  in  a 
gay  pattern  ;  a  white  jacket,  so  short  as  to  show 
his  shirt  between  its  bottom  and  the  waistband 
of  his  bragas.  He  wore  also  a  high-crowned 
Guayaquil  hat.  He  was  rather  advanced  in 
years ;  his  skin  was  black  as  ebony,  and  his  face 
was  rather  thin.  Both  were  smoking  and 
shining  in  the  true  African  gloss.  The  figure 
consisted  in  advancing  and  retreating  from  each 
other,  in  a  short  shuffle  in  time  to  the  music, 
and  occasionally  performing  some  most  lascivi* 
ous  movements,  to  the  great  gratification  of 
the  lookers  on. 

While  these  were  dancing,  those  standing 
round  were  drinking  pisco,  and  talking  and 
laughing  in  the  gayest  manner. 

There  are  two  other  dances  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter, called  El  Chocolate  and  El  Zapat^o,  only 
differing  in  the  accompanying  song.     Though 
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lasdvious  and  vulgar  in  the  eyes  of  Europeans, 
these  dances  are  performed  (with  some  modifi- 
cation however)  at  the  public  balls  and  tertulias. 
Manners  and  vulgarity  are  conventional  in 
every  country,  and  those  of  one  should  not  be 
set  up  as  the  criteria  of  those  of  another:  a 
Frenchman  will  pick  his  teeth  with  his  fork, 
and  wipe  his  lips  on  the  table-cloth,  which 
with  us  is  considered  a  departure  from  good- 
breeding.  We  should  not,  therefore,  condemn 
any  customs,  however  revolting,  unless  we  find 
ihem  intrinsically  immoral,  whatever  may  be 
our  o]^nion  of  correct  taste  in  these  matters. 

Towards  sunset,  the  crowd  began  to  move 
towards  the  city.  The  hilarity  was  increased, 
and  many  were  sufficiently  inebriated  to  be 
thrown  from  their  animals,  with  great  sang-froid 
passing  all  off  as  a  joke.  The  serious  cast  of 
countenance  preserved  by  the  ladies  and  cava- 
liers, was  curiously  contrasted  with  the  boiste- 
rous mirth  of  the  vulgar  mob,  as  the  whole  re- 
turned towards  the  city  loaded  with  bouquets 
of  the  amancaes. 

Amancaes  is  not  only  visited  on  the  day  of 
St*  John  ;  during  the  whole  season,  from  St. 
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John's  day  till  the  close  of  September,  in  which 
the  flowers  are  in  bloom,  the  valley  is  resorted 
to  every  ^londay  by  a  large  number  of  people, 
when  similar  amusements  are  offered  as  on  the 
holy  festival,  though  the  scene  is  not  so  exten- 
sive nor  so  joyous. 

The  feast  of  St.  John  is  variously  celebrated 
in  various  countries.  In  Northumberland,  Scot- 
land, Wales,  and  Ireland,  the  festival  is  cele- 
brated with  bonfires  by  the  young  people.  Not 
many  years  ago,  there  was  a  stone  pulpit  in  the 
University  of  Oxford,  from  which  an  annual 
sermon  was  preached ;  and,  to  make  it  resemble 
the  preaching  of  St.  John  in  the  wilderness,  it 
was  fenced  round  with  green  boughs.  Googe 
has  described  the  whole  custom  as  follows : 

'<  Then  doth  the  joyfull  feast  of  John 

the  Baptist  take  his  turn, 
When  bonfiers  great,  with  loflie  flame, 

in  every  towne  doe  bume ; 
And  young  men  round  about  with  maidei, 

doe  dance  in  every  streete, 
With  garlands  wrought  of  raothen^'ort, 

or  else  with  vervain  sweete, 
And  many  other  flowers  faire, 

with  violets  in  their  handes. 
Whereas  they  all  do  fondly  thinke, 

that  whosoever  standes, 
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And  ihorow  the  flowers  beholds  the  flames 

his  eyes  shall  feel  no  paine. 
When  thus  till  night  they  danced  have, 

they  through  the  fire  amaine, 
With  striTing  mindes  doe  runne,  and  all 

their  hearbes  they  cast  therein, 
And  then  with  words  devout  and  prayers, 

they  solemnly  begin, 
Desiring  God  that  all  their  ills 

may  there  consumed  bee ; 
Whereby  they  thinke  through  all  that  yeare 

from  agues  to  be  free. 
Some  others  get  a  rotten  wheele, 

all  wome  and  cast  aside, 
Which  covered  round  about  with  strawe 

and  tow,  they  closely  hide : 
And  caryed  to  some  mountaines  top, 

being  all  with  fire  light. 
They  hurle  it  downe  with  violence, 

when  dark  appears  the  night : 
Resembling  much  the  sunne,  that  from 

the  Heavens  downe  should  fal, 
A  strange  and  monstrous  sight  it  seemes, 

and  fearefull  to  them  all : 
But  they  suppose  their  mischiefes  all 

are  likewise  throwne  to  hell. 
And  firom  harmes  and  daungers  now, 

in  saflie  here  they  dwell."  * 

Young  women  were  in  the  habit,  and  still* 
are,  of  •*  trying  their  fortunes"  on  Midsum- 
mer's-eve,  and  by  superstitious  processes  sum- 

•  Every  Day  Book,  p.  846. 
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rooned  to  their  presence  the  shades  of  their 
future  husbands.  Gay,  in  one  of  his  pastorals, 
alludes  to  this  custom  : 

**  At  eve  last  mid-summer  no  sleep  I  sought. 
But  to  the  field  a  bag  of  hemp-seed  brought ; 
I  scatter'd  round  the  seed  on  erery  side, 
And  three  times  in  a  trembling  accent  cried : — 
<  This  hemp-seed  with  my  virgin  hand  I  sow, 
Who  shall  my  true  love  be,  the  crop  shall  mow.' 
I  straight  look'd  back,  and  if  my  eyes  speak  truth, 
With  his  keen  scythe  behind  me  came  the  youth.** 

The  following  translation  of  a  ballad,  sung  by 
the  maidens  on  the  Guadalquivir,  when  they  go 
forth  to  gather  flowers  on  the  morning  of  St. 
John,  describes  the  custom  observed  in  Spain  : 

Com^  forth,  come  forth,  my  maidens,  'tis  the  eve  of  good 

St  John, 

It  is  the  Baptist's  morning  that  breaks  the  hills  upon ; 

And  let  us  all  go  forth  together,  while  the  blessed  day  is  new, 

To  dress  with  flowers  the  snow-white  wether,  ere  the  sun 

has  dried  the  dew. 

Come  forth,  come  forth,  &c 

Come  forth,  come  forth,  my  maidens,  the  hedgerows  all  are 
green; 

'And  the  little  birds  are  singing  the  opening  leaves  between; 

And  let  us  all  go  forth  together,  to  gather  trefoil  by  the  stream. 

Ere  the  face  of  Guadalquiver  glows  beneath  the  strengthen- 
ing beam. 

Come  forth,  come  forth,  &c. 
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Come  forth,  come  forth,  my  maidens,  and  slumber  not  away 

The  blessed,  blessed  morning  of  St.  John  the  Baptist's  day ; 

There's  trefoil  on  the  meadows,  and  lilies  on  the  lea, 

And  hawthorn  blossoms  on  the  bush,  which  you  must  pluck 

with  me. 

Come  forth,  come  forth,  &c. 

Come  forth,  come  forth,  my  maidens,  the  air  is  calm  and 

cooU 
And  the  violet  blue  far  down  ye  '11  view,  reflected  in  the 

pool; 

The  violets  and  the  roses^  and  the  jasmines  ail  together. 

Well  bind  in  garlands  on  the  brow  of  the  strong  and  lovely 

wether. 

Come  forth,  come  forth,  &c. 

Come  forth,  come  forth,  my  maidens,  we  '11  gather  myrtle 

boughs. 
And  we  all  shall  learn,  from  the  dews  of  the  fern,  if  our  lads 

will  keep  their  vows : 
If  the  wether  be  still,  as  we  dance  on  the  hill,  and  the  dew 

bangs  sweet  on  the  flowers, 
Then  well  kiss  off  the  dew,  for  our  lovers  are  true,  and  the 

Baptist's  blessing  is  ours. 

Come  forth,  come  forth,  my  maidens,  'tis  the  eve  of  good 

St.  John, 
It  is  the  Baptist's  morning  that  breaks  the  hills  upon ; 
And  let  us  all  go  forth  together,  while  the  blessed  day  is  new, 
To  dress  with  flowers  the  snow-white  wether,  ere  the  sun 

has  dried  the  dew.* 

♦  Every  Day  Book — 24th  June. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Dia  de  Santa  Rosa. — Birtli-day  Customs, — Life  of  Santa  Rosa* 

The  30th  of  August  is  kept  as  a  festival  of 
the  first  order  in  Lima,  in  honour  of  Santa 
Rosa,  the  patroness  of  the  Indies.  At  the  cor- 
ners of  the  plaza  were  erected  temporary  altars 
of  saints,  dressed  gaily  and  richly ;  and  from 
the  balconies  in  the  streets  through  which  the 
procession  passed  were  hung  large  banners  of 
silk  and  satin,  beautifully  embroidered  in  gold« 
or  silver,  or  silk.  All  the  world  wore  holiday 
attire.  At  twelve  o'clock,  the  procession  in 
honour  of  the  saint  formed  at  the  convent  of 
Santo  Domingo,  and  proceeded  slowly  to  the 
plaza.  The  saint,  dressed  in  a  rich  cloak  of 
gold  lama,  and  crowned  with  flowers,  was 
placed  on  a  high  platform  or  table,  called  an 
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''  anda,"  which  was  borne  on  men's  shoulders. 

In  former  times,  the  anda  was  covered  with 

sheets  of  silver. 
Following  the  standard  of  the  order  of  Santo 

Domingo,  (of  which  Santa  Rosa  is  a  member,) 

were  two  lines  of  priests,  each  bearing  a  large 
wax-candle,  although  it  was  noonday,  chant- 
ing aves  as  they  advanced.  Next  followed,  in 
the  centre  of  the  street,  a  Negress,  crowned 
with  flowers  and  gaudily  attired,  carrying 
in  her  hand  a  censer  of  silver  filigree,  in 
the  form  of  a  bird,  and  close  after  her  moved 
the  anda.  Then  were  two  or  three  priests, 
followed  by  a  can6nigo  bearing  the  host  in  a 
rich  custodium  of  silver,  and  shaded  by  a  silken 
canopy  borne  by  four  priests.  Next  came  two 
files  of  church  dignitaries,  in  cloaks  of  gold 
and  silver  lama,  wearing  homed  bonnets  of 
black;  and  after  them,  the  civil  and  military 
officers  of  the  government,  in  gay  uniforms. 
There  was  the  hero  Nicochea,  and  the  veteran 
General  Vivero,  who  has  shown  liimself,  during 
the  whole  struggle  for  independence,  faithful 
to  the  Patriot  cause,  and  unmoved  either  by 
bribes  or  threats.     Then  followed  literary  men 
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and  collegians,  in  black,  with  huge  cocked-hats 
and  small-swords,  bearing  wax-candles.  The 
whole  was  closed  by  companies  of  infantiy,  with 
a  fine  band,  and  a  troop  of  cavalry. 

The  procession  moved  slowly  on,  and  when 
the  anda  reached  the  first  altar,  at  the  north- 
west comer  of  the  plaza,  it  halted  for  a  short 
time,  while  a  few  aves  were  chanted.  A  file 
of  infantry  extended  round  the  sides  of  the 
square,  to  preserve  a  free  space  for  the  passage 
of  the  procession.  The  centre  was  crowded 
with  people  of  all  classes  on  foot,  and  long  lines 
of  cal^s  were  drawn  up  in  the  rear  of  the 
soldiers.  The  balconies  of  the  portales  were 
filled  with  ladies  and  children,  and  the  steps 
of  the  cathedral  were  crowded  with  sayas  and 
tapadas.  When  the  procession  entered  the 
plaza,  the  bells  were  rung  merrily,  both  at  the 
cathedral  and  the  convent  of  Santo  Domingo. 

When  the  anda  reached  the  south-west  comer 
of  the  portdles,  the  cal^sas  that  were  drawn  up 
along  the  west  side  of  the  plaza,  drove  over, 
and  drew  up  on  the  south  side,  to  gain  a  second 
view  of  the  saint.  After  about  an  hour,  the 
anda  arrived  .it  the  side  of  the  cathedral,  and  as 
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it  passed  along,  a  shower  of  roses  fell  over  Santa 
Rosa  from  a  silken  balloon,  which  had  been 
purposely  suspended  over  the  street.  At  the 
moment  the  flowers  fell,  two  or  three  pigeons* 
which  had  been  confined  in  the  balloon,  flew 
out,  to  the  great  amusement  of  the  crowd,  who 
set  up  a  long  shout  of  admiration.  The  bells 
rang  merrily,  and  a  hundred  rockets  and  squibs 
were  set  off  from  the  steps  and  towers  of  the 
church,  and  a  salute  of  musketry  was  fired  in 
the  plaza  as  the  saint  entered. 

After  Te  Deum  had  been  chanted,  the  pro* 
cession  moved  slowly  along  another  street,  and 
returned  back  to  the  convent  whence  it  started. 

So  soon  as  the  saint  had  entered  the  church, 
the  venders  of  lottery-tickets  were  seen  wend- 
ing their  way  through  the  crowd,  with  book 
and  ink-horn  ;  and  the  venders  of  confectionary 
of  various  kinds  also  made  themselves  heard. 

All  the  ladies  in  Lima  named  Rosa  are  pre- 
pared on  this  day  to  receive  visits  from  their 
friends,  who  call  to  congratulate  them  on  the 
tnniversary  of  their  birth-day.  Bouquets  are 
sent  as  presents,  with  complimentary  notes  from 
the  young  gentlemen  to  the  young  ladies.     In 
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every  house  where  there  is  a  Rosita— the  kindar 
term  for  Rosa — ^a  table  is  set  out  loaded  with 
fruits,  flowers,  and  sweets  of  all  kinds^  and 
cordials  and  wines  to  regale  the  numeions 
visiters.  Those  who  are  unable  to  call,  send 
their  cards.  Thus  the  whole  day  is  passed  in 
gaiety  and  visiting,  and  the  evening  in  tortiilia 
and  dancing. 

The  saint's  day  is  generally  the  birth-day,  for 
when  a  child  is  bom,  it  is  usual  to  look  into 
the  almanack,  and  name  it  after  the  saint  on 
whose  day  the  event  may  happen ;  and  when 
this  is  not  the  case,  the  saint's  day  is  generally 
kept  as  the  birth-day,  and  is  celebrated  much 
after  the  manner  above  described. 

Santa  Rosa  was  born  on  the  very  spot  where 
her  altar  now  stands,  in  April  1586.  With 
her  birth  the  miracles  of  her  life  began.  H^ 
mother  did  not  experience  the  same  pains  of 
travail  as  she  did  with  her  other  children.  She 
imbibed  devotion  and  the  sweet  benedictions  of 
grace  from  her  mother's  milk.  Until  three 
months  old,  she  was  called  Isabel;  at  that 
period  of  her  life,  a  rosy  blush  appeared  upon 
her  face,   so  beautiful   that   her  mother  and 
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mne,  when  caressing  her,  ever  after  called 
her  Rose.  Though  christened  Isabel,  she  was 
confirmed  by  the  archbishop  Torribio  (after- 
wards a  saint),  at  five  years  of  age,  under  the 
name  of  Rosa.  Her  young  mind  became  scru- 
pulocis  of  the  validity  of  the  confirmation,  and 
qiplied  in  prayer  to  the  altar  of  Our  Lady  of 
the  Rosary,  in  the  convent  of  Santo  Domingo, 
to  have  her  doubts  relieved.  That  sovereign 
lady  not  only  approved  of  the  name  Rosa,  but 
bestowed  her  own  as  a  surname ;  so  that  she 
wa^  ever  after  known  under  the  title  of  Rosa 
de  Santa  Maria. 

In  her  tender  infancy,  she  manifested  a  most 
dedded  aversion  to  all  the  usual  amusements  of 
her  age,  avoided  conversation,  was  habitually 
silent,  and  much  devoted  to  prayer.  When 
loircely  five  years  old,  she  vowed  eternal  chas- 
tity,  and  consecrated  her  heart  and  affections  to 
Jeans!  This  precious  rose  could  not  grow 
without  thorns.  The  Lord  caused  great  diffi- 
cnlties  and  obstacles  to  be  thrown  in  her  way, 
£or  the  mother  regarded  her  as  a  wayward 
child.  She  endeavoured  first  by  kindness  to 
eonvince  her  of  her  folly,  but  finding  it  vain, 
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she  resorted  to  chastifiemeiity  and  upbraided  ha 
with  the  epithet  of  hypocrite.  She  ordered 
her  to  adorn  her  person,  and  on  one  (ioamm 
to  wear  a  garland  of  flowers  on  her  bead,  which 
the  infant  saint  obeyed,  but  hid  within  it  a 
number  of  pins,  to  mortify  the  flesh.  Con- 
stancy triumphed  over  the  importanity  of  her 
reUtives,  and  the  confesses  obtained  the  mother's 
permission  to  allow  the  child  of  Gk>d  to  pursue 
the  course  of  her  own  inclinations. 

From  the  time  she  had  attained  six  years  of 
age,  till  her  death,  she  fasted  three  days  in 
every  week  on  bread  and  water;  and  when 
forced  by  her  mother  to  eat,  she  mixed  bitter 
herbs  and  gaU,  or  ashes,  in  her  food.  She  lived 
one  year  on  bread  and  water  taken  once  a  day ; 
and  once  existed  fifty  days  on  a  single  loaf  and 
a  glass  of  water.  During  Passion  Week,  her 
sole  diet  was  fiv^  orange-seeds  a  day ! 

When  four  years  old,  she  was  wont  to  jMay 
with  heavy  weights  on  her  shoulders,  and  later 
in  life,  in  imitation  of  St.  Dominique^  she 
prayed  in  a  garden,  walking  barefoot  at  mid- 
night, bearing  a  heavy  cross  on  her  back  ! . 

For  sixteen  years,  her  bed  was  strewed  with 
sharp  stones,  and  her  head  rested  on  a  pillow 
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of  thorns.  Betides,  she  constantly  wore  chauis, 
and  a  crown  of  tin-  filled  with  nails,  sticking 
inwards,  concealed  in  her  hair!  She  prayed 
twelve  honrs,  ahd  woriced  ten,  every  day,  leav- 
ing only  two  for  repose  !  To  keep  off  drow- 
dness  daring  her  devotions,  she  suspended  her- 
sdf  by  the  hidr,  so  as  just  to  allow  her  toes  to 
toaeh  the  ground !  In  fact,  it  was  wonderful 
to  see  the  inventions  to  which  she  resorted  for 
self-mortification  and  humiliation.  She  was 
diaritable  to  the  poor,  and  performed  the  most 
menial  offices  for  them  whien  sick. 

Notwithstanding  her  extraordinary  piety, 
she  was  averse  to  becoming  a  nun;  At  twen- 
ty; she  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  her  pa- 
rents^ to  enter  a'  monastery,  and  when  on  her 
way,  she  stopped  at  the  convent  of  Santo  Do- 
mingo, to  f»rostrate  he«df  for  the  last  time 
before  her  favourite  altar  of  Our  Lady  of  the 
Rosaiy.  On  attempting  to  rise,  she  found  that 
an  her  efforts  were  vain^  till  she  promised  to 
return  home,  and  abandcHi  for  ever  the  idea  of 
taking  the  veil 

At  this  time  she  was  clothed  with  the  third 
order  of  Santo  Domingo,  and  became  a  beata. 

N  2 
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One  day,  while  kneeling  before  the  altar  of 
Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary,  gs^ing  on  the  image 
with  the  infant  Saviour  in  her  arms,  she  saw 
both  smile.  The  lips  of  the  Saviour  moved 
and  said,  *'  Rosa  de  mi  corazon,  s6  tu  mi  espo- 
sa  r* — "  Rose  of  my  heart,  be  thou  my  spouse  T 
Without  any  knowledge  of  this  mirade,  a  bro- 
ther made  her  a  ring,  with  those  very  woids 
aigraved  upon  it ! 

Holy  Mary,  the  Empress  of  Heaven,  often 
appeared  to  her,  and  frequently  waked  her, 
saying,  **  Levantate,  hija,  levantate  k  la  oracidn, 
que  ya  es  hora  oportima.'' — *'  Rise,  daughter, 
rise  to  prayer,  for  now  is  the  proper  hour.** 
-  Rosa  took  care  of  the  altar  of  Our  I^y 
of  the  Rosary,  and  kept  it  supplied  with  the 
sweetest  flowers,  cultivated  with  her  own 
hands.  She  was  careful  that  it  should  hevor 
be  without  wax  candles,  which  she  begged 
from  her  female  friends.  She  also  adorned 
the  image  of  Santa  Catalina  de  Sena,  wh^iever 
it  was  carried  forth  in  processions.  This  saint 
she  had  early  adopted  as  her  example,  and  en* 
deavoured  to  imitate  through  her  whole  life. 

Rosa  was  favoured  by  the  angels,  with  whom 
she   was  on  terms  of  the  closest  familiarity 
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(**  estrechisima  familiaridad") ;   they  were  the 
fiuthful  messengers  of  her  celestial  supplications ! 

In  1615,  a  Dutch  fleet  appeared  in  Callao, 
and,  in  consequence,  the  City  of  Kings  was 
thrown   into  great  consternation.      The  arch- 
bishop ordered  the  Holy  Sacrament  to  be  ex- 
posed in  all  the  churches,  and  prayers  to  be 
ofiR^ied  up  for  the  protection  of  the  city.     Rosa 
repaired  to  her  favourite  altar  for  the  same 
object.     It  was  reported  that  the  heretics  were 
approaching.      She  placed  herself  before  the 
altar,  resolving  to  die  a  martyr  in  defence  of 
the  holy  images  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary 
and  the  infant  Saviour.     She  rejoiced  in  the 
prospect  of  being  soon  translated  to  heaven, 
and  exhorted  the  females  in  the  church  to  emu- 
late her  example.      She  was  disappointed,  for 
the   Dutch  sailed  without  landing;   whether 
through  the  measures  ti^ken  against  them  by 
the  archbishop,  is  not  stated. 

Rosa  wept  and  prayed  for  the  many  she  saw 
around  her,  heedless  of  the  callings  of  the 
Lord ;  and  was  distressed  that  the  poor  igno- 
rant Indians  should  worship  such  a  thing  as 
the  sun ! 

The  power  to  prophesy  was  also  given  to  her. 
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She  foretold  the  buildmg  of  the  convent  of 
Santa  Catalina»  and  named  her  motiier  as 
amongst  the  first  who  would  take  the  V^il,  all 
of  which  happened  bs  she  stated. 

Her  last  illness  was  revealed  to  har  four 
months  previous  to  her  death.  Her  disease 
was  most  excruciating  and  painful,  but  it  was 
borne  with  Christian  fortitude,  derived  from 
her  life  of  penance  and  piety.  She  d^d  at 
midnight,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1617,  in  the 
thirty-second  year  of  her  age.  A  pious  lady 
saw  her  soul  escorted  to  the  regions  of  s^biy, 
by  a  multitude  of  angds  i 

So  great  was  the  rush  made  by  the  infaa^ 
bitants  of  Lima,  to  obtain  parts  of  bar  gar^* 
ments  for  reliques  and  amulets,  that  the  viaeroy 
set  a  guard  over  her  body  to  keep  them  ii& 

She  was  buried  in  the  chapter  of  the  convent 
of  Santo  Domuigo,  and  at  the  end  of  two  yean 
the  body  was  exhumed,  and  placed  upon  her 
altar. 

After  her  death,  she  appeared  and  spoke  to 
seva^  persons.  Her  reliques  were  effectual 
in  curing  the  incurable,  and  even  in  animating 
the  dead ! 
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She  was  beatified  in  Rome,  April  1688,  and 
canonized  in  1671,  as  the  universal  patroness 
of  aU  the  Indies.* 

Miraculous  as  the  life  of  Santa  Rosa  appears, 
the  highest  functionaries  of  the  church  at  that 
time  bear  testimony  to  the  facts  stated;  and 
no  less  than  eleven  holy  confessors  swore  that 
during  her  whole  life  she  never  committed  sin, 
or  even  had  a  sinful  thought !  Yet  there  are 
not  wanting,  in  the  present  day,  persons  mali- 
cious enough  to  doubt  her  sanctity  and  mira- 
cnkms  life,  and  even  say  that  she  was  the  most 
meretricious  saint  in  the  whole  calendar ! 

On  the  SOth  of  August,  the  day  on  which 
&e  procession  in  honour  of  Santa  Rosa  takes 
[dace,  a  compendium  of  her  life  (from  which 
the  above  is  extracted)  is  sold  in  the  Plaza  at 
a  dollar  a  copy.  It  is  a  small  duodecimo  vo- 
lume of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  pages, 
containing  the  prayers  of  the  novena,  or  nine 
days  of  devotion,  and  a  rude  picture  of  the 
saint,  under  which  is  engraved,  '*  A  true  like- 
ness of  Santa  Rosa  de  Santa  Maria." 

*  Vida  de  la  gloriosa  Santa  Rota  de  Santa  Maria  de  Lima. 
Lima,  18ia 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Day  of  All  Saints. — Ptotheon. — Responios. — ^Mode  of  bu- 
rial.— Obsequies. — CoUecdng  alms  for  masseap — Day  after 
All  Saints'. — Funeral  expenses. — A  patriotic  curate. — Ra- 
pacity of  curates. — ConfHidia,  or  burying  company. — ^Mar- 
riage ceremony. — Marriage  fees.^ — Difficult  for  foreigners 
to  marry  in  Peru. — Clandestine  iparriage. 

November  1st. — Dia  de  Todos  loa  Santos — 
Day  of  All  Saints. 

The  streets  were  quiet  during  the  morning; 
all  business  was  stopped ;  the  living  only  di- 
rected their  thoughts  to  the  mansions  of  the 
dead.  The  churches  were  all  open,  and  many 
a  beautiful  saya  entered  and  knelt  before  the 
altar  of  the  patron  saint,  to  breathe  a  9ah)e  for 
the  rest  of  some  departed  friend. 

Nevertheless,  the  Plaza,  which  smiles  even 
when  blood  stains  its  stones,  wore  its  holiday 
appearance.      The  boton^ros  were  not  seen; 
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their  places  were  occupied  by  the  tables  and 
cases  of  the  mercachifles,  and  their  iUdage  of 
small  wares.  Officers  in  gay  and  costly  uni- 
forms, moustaches  combed  and  head  erect,  saun- 
tered up  and  down  the  portties.  Many  a 
laughing  eye  glanced  from  under  the  manto, 
and  many  a  heart  inquired  what  eye  it  was, 
but  in  vain ;  the  silken-dressed  feet  still  moved 
with  the  light  and  measured  step.  The  agua- 
d&'es  disputed  and  laughed,  and  filled  their 
water  at  the  pila.  The  bells  tolled,  and  misas 
ascended.  The  suert^ro  still  cried  in  a  broken 
tone  Su — er^-te,  and  the  priests  moved  along 
and  b^ged  alms  for  the  repose  of  those  de- 
parted, and  their  liberation  from  purgatory. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  all  the 
world  were  in  motion  towards  the  Pantheon — 
the  common  resting-place  of  the  dead.  Before 
we  reached  the  gate  of  the  dty,  we  were  ac- 
costed by  two  women  sitting  at  a  chapel  door, 
who  held  out  small  silver  plates  containing  a 
few  reales  and  medios ;  with  smiling  faces  they 
begged  **Un  mediocito  para  mi  Senora  del 
Carmen  **  —  "A  medio  for  my  Lady  Carmen.** 
Near  the  gate  was  a  temporary  altar,  under  a 
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silken  tent,  where  women  begged  fat  Santa 
BoML  As  we  passed  the  pulperias  at  the  diffisr* 
ent  comers,  we  heard  the  sound  of  the  guitar 
and  song,  and  beating  of  the  rude  dmm. 

Beyond  the  dty  wall  the  concourse  was  great 
Negroes  on  borrfcos,  and  negresses  and  womeD 
of  the  lower  orders  sitting  astride  sony  horses, 
hurried  along  and  brushed  by  the  more  lei- 
surely moving  cal^sas,  bearing  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  women  of  Lima.  The  gay  officers 
we  saw  under  the  portales  were  mounted^  and 
their  horses  pranced  and  curvetted  over  the 
road ;  their  heavily  embroidered  dresses  ^anoed 
in  the  sun,  and  their  gay  plumes  waved  in  the 
air.  The  new  sayas  (for  all  put  on  a  new  saya 
on  the  Day  of  All  Saints)  strolled  along  the 
walls,  and  many  a  one  was  seated  by  the  road- 
side^ gazing  from  the  mask  on  the  moving  mul- 
titude. 

When  we  reached  the  Pantheon,  which  is 
about  a  mile  from  the  dty,  the  concourse  be- 
came a  dense  crowd,  and  the  road  was  blocked 
up  with  cal^sas.  Very  few  ladies  alighted 
from  them,  but  remained  to  view  the  passing 
scene. 
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We  entered  the  resting-plaoe  of  the  dead 
through  a  hall^  in  the  coitre  of  which  is  a  cast 
(probably  of  plaster)  of  the  body  of  Our  Sa^- 
viour,  in  a  sepulchre  of  glass.  The  whole  is 
iweil  fiX60Uted»  and  the  wounds  in  the  hands 
and  feet  -  are  distinctly  seen.  Around  this 
tomb  kndt  a  number  of  females  of  all  co- 
burs,  and  of  all  ranks  in  society,  in  new 
sayaa^  muttering  sokes  for  the  dead.  The 
pporast  seemed  to  be  the  most  devout ;  perhaps 
poverty  is  favourable  to  religion,  by  removing 
from  us,  in  a  great  measure,  the  temptations 
(Uid  Tanitaes  c^  the  worid ! 

We  soon  reached  the  open  yard,  and  saw 
penons  moving  in  every  direction,  examining 
the  epttaphs^  and  graves.  What  an  admirable 
tppmntaieiit  is  the  Day  of  All  Saints,  to  bring 
tts  to  a  wtrospection  of  the  past^  and  remind  us 
of  our  mortality  !  But,  like  many  other  well- 
intended  festivals  of  the  Bomish  church,  it  has 
bedome  a  day  of  rejoicing,  instead  of  mourning 
£(Nr  our  own  and  the  sins  of  our  deceased 
friends. 

Not  fiEur  from  the  front  of  the  building  througli 
which  we  entered,  there  is  a  hollow  pyramid. 
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made  of  canes,  plastered  over  with  mud,  cover- 
ing a  deep  and  capacious  vault,  in  which  are 
thrown  those  bodies  that  are  found,  on  exhuma- 
tion, to  be  not  yet  entirely  decayed.  Around 
it  are  eight  blocks  or  tiers  of  holes,  adapted  to 
receive  the  dead  bodies  of  children ;  they  are 
connected  to  each  other  by  a  wooden  railing 
and  thus  form  an  octangular  enclosure. 

About  this  spot  stood  several  Fathers,  in 
their  church  habiliments,  repeating  responses 
for  these  who  came  to  purchase.  I  observed 
one,  and  stood  near  enough  to  hear.  Presently 
an  Indian  came  up,  and  very  respectfully  taking 
off  his  Guayaquil  hat,  requested  **  un  responso." 
"  Para  quien?" — "For  whom?'' — ^asked  the  friar. 
"  For  Francisca,"  replied  the  Indian.  The  priest 
folded  his  arms,  and  muttered  the  prayer  pretty 
rapidly ;  towards  the  close  he  clasped  his  hands 
mechanically,  and  rolling  his  eyes  towards  hea- 
ven, came  to.  the  Amen.  The  Indian  followed 
the  holy  father  to  the  end,  and,  when  he  had 
ceased,  handed  him  a  two-real  piece.  The 
padre  fumbled  a  little  while  to  find  the  pocket 
that  he  wore  under  his  robe,  and  then  returned 
a  real  in  change ;  and  the  poor  Indian  walked 
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off  with  the  countenance  of  one  who  had  ful- 
filled a  pious  duty — ^perhaps  he  felt  that  Fran- 
cisca  was  relieved  of  a  real's  worth  of  purgato- 
rial pains  ?  Several  persons  followed,  and  paid 
their  real  for  responses.  The  padre  discharged 
his  duty  towards  them  with  the  nonchalance 
and  confident  air  of  one  experienced  in  the 
buriness :  when  alone,  he  stepped  near  to  one 
of  his  order,  and  whispering  into  his  ear,  both 
burst  into  a  merry  laugh.  At  almost  every 
comer  about  the  grounds  was  a  padre  repeating 
reqmescats  for  some  poor  mortal. 
.  The  Pantheon  walls  enclose  about  two  acres 
of  ground,  which  is  entirely  destitute  of  trees 
or  anything  green ;  the  surface  is  parched  by 
the  sun,  and  almost  as  white  as  ashes.  It  is 
divided  into  several  squares,  by  low  walls  or 
curbs  of  adobes.  In  these  are  dug  trenches,^ 
and  the  bodies  of  the  poor, 

<*  Unknell*d,  unco£Bn*d,  and  unknown/' 

are  thrown  promiscuously  together,  and  the 
earth  pitched  in  and  pounded  down.  Almost 
every  morning  a  half-dozen  are  thus  bestowed, 
for  the  sexton  or  undertaker  waits  till  the  dead- 
house  is  filled  before  he  buries ;  being  no  more 
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trouble,  in  his  opinion,  to  buiy  a  dosen  bodiei 
than  one.  The  wealthy,  however,  are  fUflbcatty 
diflpofied  of.  On  one  side  of  the  Pantheon  aie 
four  tiers  or  blocks  of  holes  about  five  feefc  high; 
ranged  in  the  form  of  a  square^  eadi  of  whidi 
is  of  sufficient  capacity  to  receive  a  coffin. 
From  the  roof  of  these  holes  being"  arched, 
the  English  term  them  ovens,  though  their 
office  more  closely  resembles  diat  of  an  ice- 
house. The  mouths  of  these  stratified  sepul- 
chres are  closed  with  a  brass  or  copper  platen 
cemented  round  with  mortar ;  upon  tfaeni  are 
inscribed  the  name  of  the  deceased,  age,  epitaph, 
&c.  At  the  expiration  of  five  or  six  years^  ac« 
cording  to  the  term  for  which  the  grave  may 
have  been  leased,  the  bones  are  removed  and 
burned.  Those  of  the  common  people  are 
exhumed  on  the  morning  of  All  Saints,  and 
heaped  up  on  the  outside  of  the  Pantheon 
walls,  and  burned  at  leisure.  This  custom 
renders  the  Pantheon  all-sufficient  as  the  burial- 
place  of  the  whole  population  of  Lima,  and  it 
wiU  endure  for  ages. 

Funerals  are  usually  celebrated  soon  after 
twilight,  and  are  conducted  with  a  good  deal  of 
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pon^  and  Bolemnity.  Every  person  carries  a 
lighted  x»ndle,  and  the  hearse  is  followed  fay 
pfieata  chanting  the  requiem  hymn.  The 
corpie  ia  left  in  the  church  all  nighty  and  in- 
tared  tiie  following  day  by  the  sexton.  Several 
moDtha  afterwards,  sometimes  a  year»  the  relar 
tivea  of  the  deceased  invite  their  friends  to  assist 
in  the  oelebntion  of  mass  for  the  soul  of  the 
departed.    The  invitation  runs  thus : 

^  Jose  Maria,  Benito,  Juan  Antonio,  sons  of 
the  late  Don  Juan  Maria  Fernandez,  (may  he 
rest  in  peace !)  supplicate  you  to  commend  him 
to  Giody  and  be  pleased  to  assist  at  the  obsequies 
that  axe  to  be  celebrated  for  his  soul  on  the  28th 
inst  at  half-past  eight  a.  m.,  in  the  church  of 
die  cathedral,  for  which  &vour  they  will  remain 
obliged. 
""AlSor.  Don ^. 


^The  mourners  will  be  received  and  taken 
leave  of  at  the  church.*' 

Formerly  bodies  were  interred  in  the  churches 
and  convents :  though  the  Pantheon  was  opened 
in  1800,  it  was  not  generally  used  till  after  the 
following  preamble  and  decree  were  issued  by 
San  Martin:— 
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^'Believing  that  nothing  but  an  excessive 
prejudice,  as  ill-suited  to  the  lights  of  the  age^ 
as  it  is  prejudidal  to  the  public  healthy  can  per* 
petuate  the  abuse  of  interring  dead  bodies  in 
the  temples  consecrated  to  the  assembling  of 
the  faithf uly  and  to  the  worship  of  the  Eternal ; 

«<  I  therefore  order, 

**  1st.  That  no  body  shall  be  buried  outttde 
of  the  Pantheon,  be  the  defunct's  rank  in  so- 
ciety what  it  may. 

*'  2nd.  That  the  bodies  of  nuns  shall  also  be 
buried  in  the  Pantheon,  and  carried  there  with 
all  the  religious  ceremony  which  ought,  to  be 
observed  towards  the  remains  of  any  one  who 
has  been  the  spouse  (esposa)  of  Jesus  Christ. 

''  Srd.  That  the  present  decree  shall  be  com- 
municated to  the  governor  of  the  bishopric,  and 
be  inserted  in  the  oiBcial  gazette,  that  it  may 
be  complied  with. 

**  Given  in  the  Protectoral  Palace  of  Ldma» 
October  25th,  1821.» 

"  San  Martin." 

*  Coleccion  de  las  Leyes  del  Peru. 
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Bj  a  subsequoit  decree,  however,  nuns  are 
paruiitled  to  be  buried  in  the  cemeteries  of  the 
monasteries  in  which  they  may  have  died ;  and 
I  believe  the  same  privilege  is  extended  to  friars 
bdopging  to  the  convents. 

Towards  sunset,  the  concourse  moved  in  a 
stream  towards  the  city.  Many  an  officer  of 
gallant  bearings  and  many  a  gay  cavalier,  glan- 
ced at  the  beauty  in  the  passing  cal6sas.  Many 
a  N^ro  sang  some  amusing  ditty  as  he  strode 
along,  mocking  the  solemnity  with  which  the 
day  was  intended  to  be  observed.  The  scene 
was  almost  as  gay  as  that  presented  by  a  crowd 
fetiirning  from  a  bull-bait;  there  is  little  re- 
spect manifested  towards  the  memory  of  the 
dead,  after  the  requisite  number  of  masses  have 
been  said  to  liberate  them  from  the  pangs  of 
puigatory. 

At  the  comer  of  a  church  by  which  we 
passed,  stood  a  table  covered  with  a  black  cloth, 
bordered  with  narrow  gold  lace.  On  the  centre 
of  it  was  a  naked,  wooden,  half  figure  of  a 
female  in  the  attitude  of  prayer.  On  one  side 
was  a  silver  crucifix,  and  on  the  other  a  silver 
plate,  containing  reales,  medios,  and  quartillos, 
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haman  skull. 

a  MvkttD  priest,  under  a 

raHed  Mxp  wL  ^be  ndes,  md  9i 

in  a 
iFem!   I  asked  the  priest 
He  told  me  tint  the  image 
r  or  departed  ^iiit^  in  tbe 
T,  and  tiiat  tbe  skaDs  wese 
moat  an  die — that  tbe 
tt>  ke  de%med  to  saying  masaes  for 
aaid  ke  vas  mikriing  abns  for  that 
I  asked  If  tbe  skulls  were  of  Indiaiis. 
Xo !  tbij  are  &om  die  Fanthem.'' 
AbI  fn^«^  sad  I,  ^may  they  not  fae^  never- 
IsdfaB  doaUs— what  is  thediSerenoer 
soBi  de  Cristianoa — ka  Indies 
no  an  ^—^  TVac^  sir,  are  Christians,  the  In- 


IW  seeond  day  of  Xorember  (that  fiollowiiig 
AB  Saints)  aaasacs  were  said  in  afl  the  dmidies 
in  the  dty  Ibr  tbe  repose  of  tbe  dead  In  tbe 
catbfAal  there  was  a  procession  of  diurch  dig- 
miarias  aaid  piiests^  aH  dreaaed  in  doaks  of 
gold  aaid  sBrer  hmsL  trinuned  with  hkick  rd- 
^net;  asid  each  wore  a  black  vdvet  cross  over 
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the  back.  lit  the  church  of  the  convent  of  San 
Frandsoo,  I  saw  a  priest  leave  the  chour  where 
he  was  Planting  mass,  and  step  behind  a  pillar 
and  my  a  response^  for  which  he  received  a  real 
firam  a  Negro  who  had  beckoned  him  out ! 

In  lama,  and  indeed  throughout  Peru,  fune- 
nds  are  attended  with  great  expense.  The  cu- 
nrta  reacted  so  much  on  these  occasions,  that 
a  law  was  passed  assigning  the  amounts  that 
might  be  charged  for  each  kind  of  interment 
Tlie  articles  required  that  curates  should  bury 
the  poor,  and  those  who  had  been  in  any  public 
emplojrment,  without  any  charge  whatever. 
For  a  burial  in  the  parochial  or  semi-parochial 
church,  with  the  corpse  present,  the  curate  is 
entitled  to  sixteen  dollars,  including  the  vigil, 
mass^  and  two  chanted  responses,  *^  cruz  alta " 
or  elevated  cross,  censer,  and  chiming  of  bells  ; 
but  no  mourner  is  required  to  observe  this 
pomp,  unless  the  deceased  may  have  so  ordered 
in  his  will,  or  his  heirs  desire  it.  If  the  mourn- 
ers should  require  more  ^^posas,**  or  passing 
bells,  the  curate  may  receive  two  dollars  for 
each,  but  in  no  case  can  the  number  exceed 
eight     If  surplices  are  desired,  which  may  not 

o  2 
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ezeeed  cigiift»  indndiiig  two  diaiitiiig  eodeti- 
«itiGl^  he  wmj  leoore  for  each  two  doUnrt*  For 
a  dwnted  famkl  without  the  parish,  the  diaige 
it  onMlmd  more.  For  a  dianted  nuMB  in 
bonoor  of  the  deoesKd,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
with  a  Yigil  abo  dianted,  the  curate  is  entitled 
to  ei|^t  deflan.  But  these hc»oun,  and  ^cabo 
de  ano^*  or  end  of  tiie  year,  are  not  obligatory. 
If  the  parties  deshe  a  ^  novena,**  or  nine  days 
ct  dianted  nuwsps^  with  a  vigil,  ended  with  a 
sin^  reqponse^  tiie  curate  n  entitled  to  two 
dollars  for  each.  For  the  interm^it  of  a  child, 
the  charge  is  eight  dollars ;  but  more^  if  aooom- 
panied  with  ringing  of '  bdls,  and  surplices. 
NatiTcs,  or  Indians^  are  to  jioy  nothing,  unless 
they  are  known  to  possess  property ;  then  they 
are  diarged  one-half,  Sudi  are  the  rates  fixed 
by  law,  but  they  are  not  attended  to^  and  the 
curates  always  endeavour  to  impitess  upon  the 
minds  of  the  parishioners,  how  important  these 
masses  are  to  the  rest  of  the  defunct's  soul  i 

Not  long  since  the  god-child  of  a  lady  died ; 
the  parents  were  too  mudi  reduced  to  give  it 
that  kind  of  burial  whidi  their  former  circum- 
stances wamnted.    The  godnadother  generously 
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undertook  the  management  and  expense  of 
the  funeraL  To  ascertain  what  were  the  ex- 
pensea  and  jHroper  steps  to  be  taken,  she  called 
on  the  curate  of  the  parish.  He  told  her,  that 
the  expense,  if  a  Spanish  child,  would  beforty- 
dgfat  dollars ;  if  a  plebeian  of  the  country,  twelve 
dedknrs;  and  if  belonging  to  any  one  of  the 
yaiious  castes,  six  dollars.  Now,  as  this  was  a 
Spanish  child,  the  expense  would  be  forty*eight 
dcrflars ;  and  a  mass  the  next  day,  to  deliver  its 
tool  from  purgatory,  would  be  twelve  dollars 
extra !  She  told  him,  that  as  infants'  souls  did 
not  stop  in  purgatory,  she  supposed  the  mass 
would  be  unnecessary.  "  Puez  bueno," — **  Very 
well,**  sttd  he^  **  if  you  choose  to  run  the  risk 
of  ity  the  mass  may  be  dispensed  with,  but  the 
funeral  will  be  not  a  quartillo  less  than  forty- 
eight  dollars.''  However  patriotic  it  might  be 
thought,  in  the  time  of  the  revolution,  to  charge 
more  for  the  interment  of  a  Spanish  subject,  we 
should  suppose  that  Christian  charity  would 
have  caused  this  pious  clergyman  to  have  equal- 
ised the  expense,  now  it  is  over ! 

The  rapacity  of  the  curates,  though  less  now, 
is  almost  incredible.    Previous  to  the  revolu- 
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II  ftiv  wai  a  sore  Juvtune  to 
Ike  cnone  of  m  Terf  firir  yeua 

CHT  CXNT  0M   9L   poor  'IVldMf  S 

to  per  tfeftmcnl  csfMnes  cf 

'.    b  Kn^  I  nr  SB  Infim  b^, 

ted  kecB  mU  W  the  evate  ia  flaecftlie 

to  |H^  far  tiie  requiste  BEHDiA 
Wr  cf  HiaRs  Ibr  the  icsfcof  Mi  fiiAef^  sool! 

onffles  Qsedit 
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to  lomng 

tfe  ^HRki,  aid  agpn  irim  Rtomed;   die 

is  Aoi  anortniedy 
tftirBKMraeis  areiittdetopajfarit.  The 
of  CMiJIrs  used  «t  a  fanenl  nlmuted 
to  taieli-€%tt  hf  kw.  It  ie  usual  to  place 
feiur  candles  raond  the  ecapse  in  tibe  boose 
before  ioieimgiit,   bot  the  corstes   genenUj 


-  m;.  w  ■ 


tOTU^  tbe  «ul  horn  tbe  tonnents  of  puigatorf . 
Indeed,  so  fiiml^  are  tbe  fewer  rlsm  s  eon* 
Tinccd  of  tbe  ne«saitjF  of  maBes  for  die  eter* 
nsl  rest  ctf*  tbe  deceased,  tbat  tbere  isaoofirjUbs 
or  CMopanj  io  lima,   to  which  ercry  poor 
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fiunily  pays  a  real  a  week,  for  which  the  com- 
pany engage  to  defray  the  funeral  expenses, 
and  purchase  the  requisite  number  of  masses, 
in  oaae  of  the  death  of  any  of  its  members. 

Besides  the  fees  for  funerals,  the  curates 
receive  others  for  marriages.  The  marriage 
ceremony  consists  of  two  parts;  one  is  the 
simple  bttiediction  of  the  parties  on  joining 
hands,  after  having  expressed  their  mutual 
consent  before  witnesses.  After  the  consum- 
JhaHon,  sometimes  the  next  day,  and  sometimes 
« week,  the  parties  go  to  church,  4ind  go  through 
the  second  part  of  the  ceremony,  which  is  call- 
ed the  **  velacion'*  or  veiling,  or  nuptial  bene* 
diction.  The  bride  is  covered  with  a  veil,  and 
kneels  with  the  bridegroom  before  the  altar. 
After  mass  is  said,  he  puts  the  ring  on  the 
bride's  finger,  and  presents  her  with  thirteen 
pieces  of  money,  which  are  termed  the  '*  arras." 
These  pieces  of  money  may  be  reales,  or  two- 
leal  pieces,  or  escudos,  or  onzas  of  gold,  accord- 
ing to  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the 
parties.  These  thirteen  pieces  or  arras  are 
given  by  the  bride  to  the  curate.  The  velacion 
cannot  take  place  during  Lent,  except  on  St. 
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Joseph's  day.  Besides  the  am%  the  cante  is 
entitled  to  thirteen  doUan  and  four  raales,  for 
wax,  proclaiming  the  manriagey  &c. ;  and  for 
ascertaining  the  fact  of  bachelorship,  the  con^ 
sent  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  the  assent 
of  parents  or  guardians,  he  reoeiyea  twelve 
dollars! 

Great  difficulties  are  thrown  in  the  way  of 
fcnreigners  who  wish  to  marry  TJmanian  ladies, 
if  they  be  not  of  the  Roman  Catholic  fiutfa. 
To  render  the  nuptials  legal,  and  the  childrm 
legitimate,  a  license  and  a  dispensation  are  re- 
quired to  be  obtained  from  the  bishop  or  arch- 
bishop. To  enhance  the  value  of  this  indul- 
gence, the  Inshop  bears  long  importunity,  and 
at  last  yields,  in  connderation  of  a  domoemr  of 
five  or  six  hundred  dollars,  which  he  accepts, 
only  to  be  given  to  the  poOT,  or  for  masses  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Inidegroom !  Persuasicm  to 
join  the  church,  or,  as  the  phrase  is,  ^  hacerse 
Cristiano" — ^become  a  Christian,  is  always  made 
use  of ;  and  if  the  candidate  fcnr  Hy m^s  altar 
will  attend  mass  and  confess,  all  the  difficulty 
is  removed !  Fortunately  for  foreigners  in  this 
predicament,  a  half-dozen  onzas,  quietly  depo- 
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sited  in  the  bands  of  the  curate  of  the  parish^ 
will  clear  all  obstructioiii3  in  the  way,  without 
resorting  to  the  bishop,  or  even  *^  becoming  a 
Christian ;''  and,  for  two  dollars  more,  the  neces- 
sary certificate  may  be  obtained. 

In  cases  where  the  parties  have  been  unwill- 
ing to  pursue  this  latter  course,  and  dispen- 
satic»i  could  not  be  procured  from  the  bishop, 
the  **  clandestine  marriage''  has  been  resorted  to. 
It  is  thus  effected. .  At  the  elevation  of  the 
host  in  the  usual  mass,  when  the  priest  pro- 
nounces the  benediction,  the  bridegroom,  in  the 
presence  of  three  witnesses,  (who  afterwards 
sign  the  marriage  contract,)  says,  taking  the 
hand  of  the  bride,  *^  I  am  your  husband,  you 
are  my  wife;"  and  she  replies,  ^^I  am  your 
wife^  you  are  my  husband."  This  form  is  all- 
sufficient  to  make  the  nuptials  legal,  and,  con^ 
sequently,  the  children  legitimate. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Influence  of  Priests  over  society. — Perpetual  light^Priests 
rule  families. — Confession. — Penances. — Money  paid  for 
expiation  of  Sin. — Nov^nas.-- Superstition* — Pk-eachingw— 
Bulas  de  Cruzada. — Cliaracter  of  the  Clergy. —Notions 
about  Religious  Toleration* — Supremacy  of  the  Pope.  - 
*'  Cartas  Peruanas." 

In  spite  of  the  low  state  of  morals  in  Lima, 
the  influence  of  religion,  or  rather  of  its  priests, 
over  society  is  very  great.  Whatever  the 
''sacerdote  santo*"  says,  is  looked  upon  with 
great  veneration.  They  exercise  their  power, 
however,  with  a  great  deal  of  lenity,  and  sel- 
dom interdict  any  of  the  pleasures  or  pastimes 
of  the  people.  Notwithstanding  this  influence, 
the  number  of  intrinsically  pious  Catholics  is 
very  limited,  though  all  ai^e  very  observant  of 
the  forms  of  religion.  The  priests  are  very 
careful  in  giving  currency  to  superstitious  no- 
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tions,  particularly  in  cases  where  pecuniary  pro- 
fit  is  to  be  derived.  The  importance  of  endow- 
ing diapels  and  chaplains  is  very  generally 
inculcated. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  there  is  a 
small  crudfix  standing  in  a  little  niche  in  the 
wall  of  a  comer-house,  before  which  a  light  has 
been  kept  burning  for  many  years.  Around 
the  niche  are  nailed  small  books,  said  to  contain 
the  history  of  an  individual  who  was  murdered 
near  the  spot,  and  who  left  a  very  respectable 
estate.  As  he  died  without  the  sacrament  and 
confession,  a  portion  of  his  property  was  allotted 
to  pay  for  daily  masses,  to  free  his  soul  from 
the  pangs  of  purgatory,  which  is  held  up  by 
the  clergy  as  a  terror  to  the  ignorant,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  omitting  any  of  the  forms  of 
the  church.  Indeed,  it  would  seem,  as  that 
eccentric  tyrant  of  Paraguay,  Dr.  Francia,  once 
said^  **  the  priests  teach  the  people  to  be  mind- 
ful of  the  devil,  and  forgetful  of  God  Al« 


The  priests  managed,  through  the  means  of 

*  EsBai  Historique  sur  la  Revolution  du  Paraguay,  pour 
Rengger  et  LoDgdutnip. 
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the  confessional  and  the  duenas,  to  make  them- 
selves rulers  of  families  of  wealth,  and  even,  in 
some  degree,  governed  their  domestic  nj^ime. 
If  a  servant  made  himself  obnoxious  to  the 
confessor,  he  was  soon  dismissed,  and  his  place 
filled  by  a  person  of  the  padre's  own  sdection. 
Though  this  influence  has  worn  away  before 
the  improvement  of  Lima  in  knowledge,  there 
are  still  many  powerful  families  completely 
ruled  by  the  ministers  of  the  church.  It  is 
through  the  confessional,  that  powerful  engine 
of  mental  despotism,  that  the  priests  have  main- 
tained that  sway  which  has  been  so  fatal  to  the 
advancement  of  civil  liberty  and  true  know- 
ledge. Children,  who  are  scarcely  able  to  com- 
prehend the  meaning  of  purgatory,  or  heaven, 
are  sent  to  the  family  confessor  to  recount 
their  infant  sins.  A  lady,  who  is  in  the  habit 
of  expressing  more  independent  views  than  is 
generally  done  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  **  City 
of  the  Free,"  told  me  that  her  parents  sent  her 
to  confess  when  she  was  so  young  that  she  had 
no  idea  of  the  meaning  of  sin.  Her  objections 
and  protestations  were  in  vain.  She  at  last  used 
to  tell  the  confessor  a  story  impromptu,  often  as 
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eztmvagant  as  it  was  Mae,  and  perform  the 
penance  to  which  he  condemned  her,  in  order 
to  be  firee  from  the  chiding  of  her  parents.  A 
young  friend  of  this  same  lady  committed  to 
memory  the  catalogue  of  sins  contained  in  the 
oonfiessional  guide-book,  and  acknowledged  her- 
self guilty  of  the  whole !  The  pious  father  was 
curious  to  see  a  person  of  a  character  so  aban- 
doned as  the  little  girl  represented  herself  to 
be^  and,  looking  forth  from  the  confessional, 
he  beheld  a  child  scarcely  seven  years  of  age ! 

The  pious  confess  weekly,  and  some  even 
daily ;  but  all  are  compelled,  under  the  peril  of 
excommunication,  to  lay  their  sins  before  the 
padre,  and  ask  forgiveness,  at  least  once  a  year. 
Just  before,  and  during  the  early  part  of  Lent, 
is  the  season  that  all  endeavour  to  remember 
the  sins  of  the  past  year,  and  make  a  humble 
and  contrite  confession,  and,  under  a  promise 
of  doing  better  for  the  future,  obtain  abso* 
lution. 

.  The  penances  imposed  consist  sometimes  in 
wearing  a  leather  girdle ;  sometimes  pecuniary 
fines  or  religious  offerings  are  required.  In 
1828,  an    order  was  issued  to   the  reverend 
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bishops  and  ecclesiastic  governors  of  the  sevenk 
dioceses  in  the  republic^  to  inform  againsfc  those 
curates  who  required  money  to  be  paid  for 
penance,  or  to  remove  impediments  to  matri- 
mony, particularly  amongst  the  Indians.  To 
those  impediments  prices  w»e  affixed,  accord- 
ing to  their  supposed  gravity. 

The  curates  are  in  the  habit  of  imposing  cer- 
tain feasts,  which  are  paid  for  by  their  parishr 
ioners.  This  custom  was  carried  to  such  an 
excess,  that  a  decree  was  published  against  .it, 
limiting  the  nutnber  of  feasts  to  eight  yearly ; 
and  also  limiting  the  price  of  each  feast  to  ten 
dollars.  Offerings  of  every  kind  were  pro- 
hibited, which  it  was  customary  to  exact  under 
the  name  of  rieuchico  y  aguinaldos;  also  the 
oblations  required  by  some  curates  during  Holy 
Week,  under  the  title  of  I^ostes,  Alferece^, 
Estandarteros,  &c.  The  laws  of  Peru,  both 
religious  and  civil,  are  but  little  heeded,  except 
while  they  are  new ;  therefore  the  curates,  in 
the  remote  provinces  particularly,  still  continue 
their  exactions. 

Amongst  many  other  religious  feasts,  are  the 
**  novinas,**  or  nhie  days'  prayer,  in  honour  of 
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particular  saints,  which  are  celebrated  with  a 
great  deal  of  pomp,  at  the  expense  of  the 
parishioners.  There  are  also  prayer  meetings 
almost  every  night  in  the  churches  of  the  con* 
Tents,  which  are  attended  by  great  numbers  of 
the  lower  classes,  amongst  which  are  found  the 
fanatics  in  this,  as  well  as  in  our  own  happy 
country.  The  ignorance  and  superstition  of 
these  dasses  fill  me  with  pity  for  them,  and 
disgust  for  their  hypocritical  teachers.  One 
evoiing,  in  the  convent  of  St.  Augustin,  I 
heard  an  old  lady,  in  saya  y  manto,  chide  an- 
other who  was  kneeling  near  her,  for  wearing 
her  combs  in  church,  telling  her  that  it  was  a 
mortal  sin,  and  that  she  had  better  remove 
them.  The  young  woman  replied,  with  some 
warmth,  **  V"***-  es  mas  pecadora  que  yo — ^y  no 
me  da  la  gana  quitarmelos  —  pues  es  mas 
pecado,  el  Uevar  peine  de  noche  que  de  dia?" 
-— '*  You  are  a  greater  sinner  than  I — ^and  I  don't 
choose  to  take  them  out — for,  is  it  a  greater  sin 
to  wear  a  comb  by  night  than  by  day  ?" 

On  these  occasions,  all  the  arts  of  eloquent 
description  of  hell  and  purgatory  are  made  use 
of  by  these  fanatic  and  abandoned  priests,  to 
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maintain  the  fean  of  the  people,  and  to  pro- 
pagate superstitions  which  are,  alaa!  but  too 
widely  spread  over  Peru,  and  indeed  over  all 
South  America. 

A  very  intelligent  Lioianian  told  me,  that, 
when  a  child,  her  nurse  carried  her  to  hear  a 
sermon  at  one  of  those  night  meetings.  The 
priest,  after  the  celebration  of  mass,  ascended 
the  pulpit.  He  set  forth  in  glowing  terms  all 
the  horrors  of  hell — the  torments  that  awaited 
those  who  in  this  world  neglected  confesaon 
and  the  purchase  of  indulgences,  and  at  length, 
by  his  eloquence,  wrought  the  whole  congre- 
gation to  tears.  He  then  exdaimed,  **  Ye  aie 
cursed — and  your  souls  will  bum  and  blaze  for 
ever,  as  I  do  now,**  at  the  same  time  throwing 
out  his  arms ;  his  sleeves,  which  had  been  pur- 
posely wet  with  spirits,  took  fire  in  one  of  the 
candles.  While  thus  in  flames,  he  seized  a 
crucifix,  and  rushed  from  the  pulpit,  crying, 
"  Let  me  escape  the  contamination  of  these 
vile  sinners." 

Besides  the  feasts  imposed  and  alms  begged, 
the  people  are  burthened  with  the  charge  of 
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**  Bulaa  de  Cruiada,''  or  Crasade  Bulls,  and 
other  ^  indulgencias.'' 

Lm  bulas  de  Cruzada  were  originally  con- 
ceded to  the  Kings  of  Spain  by  the  Popes,  and 
the  profitis  resulting  from  their  sale  were  de- 
voted to  aid  the  holy  wars,  or  Crusades,  and 
h^ioe  their  name.  When  the  age  of  chivalry 
faded  away  before  the  advancing  lights  of 
knowledge,  and  the  necessity  that  created  the 
vending  of  the  bulas  de  Cruzada  had  ceased, 
they  had  become  a  lucrative  branch  of  the 
church  revenue.  Soon  after  the  conquest  of 
Ametiea,  the  bulas  de  Cruzada  were  intro- 
dnoed ;  and^  at  the  commencement  of  the  revo- 
lution, there  were  five  different  kinds  of  bulas, 
eadb  one  possessing  its  respective  virtues.  T  hese 
were^  the  bull  of  the  living ;  the  '^  lacticinio,"  or 
that  for  food,  into  the  composition  of  which 
milk  entered  largely ;  the  dispensation  for  eat- 
ing meat  on  days  of  abstinence ;  and  the  bulls 
of  the  dead,  and  of  composition  or  reconci- 
liation. To  each  was  affixed  a  price;  they 
were  sold  from  two  reales  and  a  half  to  fifteen 
dollars,  according  to  their  supposed  virtues,  and 
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the  peconknr  cireumstanoes  of  the  purchaser. 
Hie  bulk  were  poblished  every  two  yean,  $A 
the  end  of  whidi  petiod  tiieir  virtues  ceased, 

ode  WIS  made;  it  was  therefon 
pindiase  new  ones.  The  bulh 
in  Spanish,  and  printed  on  ordi- 


The  balk  weiepairiiased  for  eveiy  raemberrf 
the  lamihr  that  had  attained  seven  years  of  age ; 
and  so  lolly  penoaded  were  the  poor  of  their 
neee&Mtv  to  oomjj^ete  absolution  after  coitfes* 
sion»  and  also  of  their  effiea^  in  mit^ting  the 
taments  of  those  of  their  fiiaids  who  had 
departed  to  another  worid,  that  they  sacrificed 
«n3rthin^  in  their  possession  to  obtain  the  bulb 
of  dispensation  for  eating  mea^  and  those  of 
the  Kving  and  of  the  dead. 

The  tevohition  intennpted  all  eommnniea* 
tion  with  the  Apostolic  See^  and  eonsequendy 
the  buks  de  Cmada  that  were  on  hand  kst 
their  efficacy  before  a  new  stock  could  be  sup« 
plied.  Under  these  circumstances,  on  the  IStfa 
cf  December  18S5,  the  Dean  of  the  holy  Me^ 
tropobtan  Church  of  lama  issued  an  order  to 

*  Restrep(H  Hislorui  de  Cdombia. 
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continue  the  sale  of  the  bulas  de  Cruzada, 
which  had  been  suspended  on  the  4th  of  March 
preoeduig.  The  order  states,  ^  As  the  want  of 
eommunication  renders  it  impossible  to  consult 
the  Silla  Apostolica,  and  being  necessary  in  the 
existing  circumstances,  the  bula  de  Cruzada 
will  be  granted,  that  meat  may  be  eaten  on  the 
days  of  Lent,  and  on  other  days  of  abstinence ; 
excepting  only  Ash  Wednesday  ;  every  Friday 
in  Lent ;  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday  in  Holy  Week  ;  the  vigils  of  the  Nati- 
vity of  Our  Lord  and  the  Pentecost;  the 
Assumption  of  Our  Lady,  and  the  days  of  the 
Uetsed  apostles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul ;  with 
the  understanding,  however,  that  on  all  except- 
ed days  for  eating  meat,  it  is  obligatory  to  pre- 
serve the  form  of  fast ;  it  not  being  permitted 
to  mix  fish  and  flesh,  agreeably  to  the  constitu- 
tiim  of  the  sovereign  pontiff  Benedict  XIV., 
dated  SOdi  of  May  1741,  beginning  *  Nan  am^ 

To  obtain  this  indulgence,  some  act  of  cha- 
rity or  penance  is  required.  ''AH  persons  in 
authority,  from  the  first  in  the  republic ;  all  in 
its  employ  who  enjoy  any  salary  whatever ;  all 
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*  hackndadcis,*  or  fanners,  whether  proprietors 
or  tensnto  ;  all  who  possess  any  property,  or  are 
engaged  in  oommeroe,  (every  individual)  shall 
annually  pay  one  coined  olver  dollar  to  the 
hospitals  or  other  pious  institutions.  Those 
who  are  not  enumerated  shall  pay  the  fourth 
part,  which  is  two  reales.  Those  who  are  poor, 
and  rdigious  mendicants  of  both  sexes,  shaU 
only  be  oUiged  to  pray  on  each  day  a  Pater 
A  Offer  and  an  Ave  Maria^  beseediing  God  in 
£ivour  of  rdigion  and  of  the  state.  Thus  shall 
all  obtain  the  baiefits  ci  the  *  indulgencia.' 

**  In  the  same  way,  and  by  the  same  means, 
may  be  enjoyed  aU  the  spiritual  privileges  and 
indulgences  contained  in  the  summary  of  the 
hulas  de  Crusada  of  the  living  and  of  the  dead. 
Not  doubting  this  to  be  the  will  and  rdigious 
intmtion  of  the  high  dispenser  of  them,  we, 
tharefrane,  on  our  part,  by  the  powers  ordinary 
and  delegate  which  authorize  us,  concede  them 
for  the  relief  and  felicity  of  the  faithful,  and 
the  tranquillity  of  their  consciences. 

**  Given  in  Lima,  December  iSth,  1885. 
^  Francisco  J.  db  Echague,  jDeam. 
''  Dr.  Jorjb  de  Bbnaventr,  Secretary^ 
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The  dergy  of  Peru,  like  that  of  all  Spanish 
America,  holds  in  its  ranks  men  of  talents,  deep 
adiolastic  learning,  and  patriotism ;  but  the  great 
mass  of  priests  is  composed  of  men  who  are 
plunged  in  superstitious  ignorance,  and  given 
to  every  kind  of  immorality. 

The  majority  of  those  wearing  the  garb  of  the 
church  are  men  of  the  lowest  vices — men  who 
stroU  the  streets,  ragged  and  filthy  in  their  per- 
sons— men  who,  in  spite  of  their  vows  of  celi- 
bacy, live  in  open  concubinage,  and  own  them- 
selves, not  only  fathers  of  the  church,  but  also  of 
a  numerous  offspring,  doubly  illegitimate.  I 
have  heard  them  boast  of  their  successful  amours, 
and  say  that  holy  orders  do  not  change  human 
nature  !  The  Peruvian  clergy,  particularly  the 
lower  grades,  as  curates  and  sub-curates,  have 
borne  this  character  for  the  last  hundred  years. 
Ulloa,  in  his  "  Noticias  Secretas,"  complains 
ci  their  being  addicted  to  women,  gambling, 
and  to  imposing  upon  their  parishioners.  His 
account  is  given  in  sober  language ;  but  the  de- 
scription given  by  Butler  of  the  fanatics  of  his 
time  is  quite  applicable  to  Peru. 

(They)  '<  could  turn  the  cov'nanU  And  translate 
The  Gospel  into  spoons  and  plate  ; 


214  THREE  TE4I8  III  THE  PACIFIC. 


And  opea  the  intricalett  places ; 
Could  cstediiae  a  maoej-hax^ 
And  prore  all  poddies  orthodox." 

They  beg  every  day  through  the  streets,  under 
the  pretence  of  some  pious  purpose^  but  devote 
the  greater  part  of  their  collections  to  the  sup- 
port of  their  mistresses,  iU^timate  children, 
and  numerous  vices. 

Unfortunately  for  the  cause  of  rdiffon  in  all 
ages,  the  faults  and  vicious  habits  of  its  teachers 
have  been  charged  against  the  purity  of  Christi- 
anity itself.  And»  however  we  may  di£fer  in 
o}nnion  with  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  it  is 
our  duty  to  give  their  arguments  an  honest  con- 
sideration ;  for  amongst  those  above  alluded  to, 
we  meet,  even  in  Lima,  men  of  most  exem- 
plary piety  and  austere  virtue,  such  as  the  vener* 
able  Padre  Arrieta,  and  others.  One  reason  for 
the  degraded  state  of  the  clergy  i%  that  since 
the  revolution,  many  priests,  by  the  suj^res- 
sion  of  the  convents  and  monastic  property, 
have  embraced  the  privilege  of  the  law  of  secu- 
larization, or  leaving  the  cloister.  This  has 
cast  upon  the  world  men  who  are  destitute  of 
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means  or  professions  by  which  to  support  them- 
selves in  society.  These  men,  too,  are  not  en* 
titled  to  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  and  they 
must  beg  or  starve. 

According  to  the  constitution  of  1828,  the 
rdigion  of  the  republic  is  **  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Apostcdic  The  nation  protects  it  by  all  the 
means  that  ccHiform  to  the  spirit  of  the  Evan- 
gelistt  and  will  not  permit  the  exercise  of  any 
other."*  A  similar  article  is  found  in  the  Chi- 
lian  constitution  of  May  1838. 

In  both  countries,  the  question  of  religious 
toleration  gave  rise  to  very  considerable  discus- 
sion of  an  animated  character.  The  arguments 
against  toleration  were,  that  it  gives  rise  to  a 
multiplicaty  of  religious  sects ;  that  these  give 
rise  to  deism  and  irreligion;  and  adduce  in 
proof  of  it  the  state  of  religion  in  France  dur- 
ing the  revolution;  the  religious  persecutions 
in  England,  particularly  against  the  Roman 
Catholics ;  and  the  great  prevalence  of  irreligion 
and  sectarian  fanaticism  in  the  United  States. 
That  the  state  of  religious  opinion  in  Chile 
and  Peru  does  not  require  it,  because  all  their 

*  Constitucion  del  Peru. 
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dtnens  are  Catholics;  and  tboogh  it  be  not 
XHopcr  to  persecute  any  man  for  opinion's  sake, 
as  God  akNDe  is  the  ruler  of  the  consdenoe,  it  is 
thought  proper  that  any  person  who  endeavours 
to  make  ^oadytes  to  a  new  faith  should  be 
banished  the  territory  for  ever.  In  the  case  of 
only  two  sects  in  a  state,  there  is  danger  of  the 
destnicticm  of  the  state,  or  of  one  of  the  reli- 
gious parties ;  in  proof  of  whidi  is  adduced 
the  bloody  wars  of  the  Jews  against  the  poly- 
theists,  and  the  Mocmts  against  the  Spaniards. 
To  avoid  religious  disccnrd  and  contention,  the 
United  States  resolved,  at  the  formation  of  the 
government,  to  tolerate  all  sects,  but  to  protect 
none  more  than  anoth«*.  The  uniformity  of 
religion  tends  to  the  consolidation  of  states,  and 
toleration  is  of  no  advantage  to  a  society  where 
one  opinion  or  sect  prevails,  &c. 

A  pamphlet  published  in  Chile  thus  con- 
dudes:  **I  should  not  omit  to  remark,  that 
some  of  the  tolerant  party,  convinced  of  the 
dvil  and  moral  dangers  occasioned  by  a  diver- 
sity of  religions  in  a  state,  have  proposed  to 
follow  the  example  of  North  America,  and  de- 
dare,  constitutionally,   that  there  is  no  religion 
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of  the  state;  that  is,  that  the  social  body  has  no 
kind  of  worship  by  which  to  adore  the  Supreme 
Being.  We  admits  that  in  a  federal  system, 
where  each  sovereign  state  has  its  respective 
reKgions,  it  is  almost  necessary  that  the  general 
government  should  not  declare  itself  for  any  one 
in  particular;  it  is  certain  that  this  free-will 
cannot  prevent  convulsions,  where  the  sects  are 
few;  irreligion,  if  many ;  nor  the  spirit  of  cor- 
poration and  religious  party  from  mixing  in 
political  movements.  But  may  Heaven  never 
permit  in  Chile  the  establishment  of  that  politi- 
cal atheism,  and  leave  this  nation  united  in  a 
society  without  forms  or  worship  to  adore  God. 
I  would  rather  inhabit  pagan  Rome,  where  I 
should  see  the  Consul,  surrounded  with  tri- 
umphal pomp,  humiUate  himself  before  Jupi- 
ter, received  as  the  god  of  the  empire,  than  a 
country  where  the  benefits  of  Providence  are 
acknowledged  in  taverns,  and  where  there  is  no 
national  God  to  implore  in  times  of  public  dis- 
tress!" 

They  generally  look  upon  the  separation  of 
the  church  from  the  state  as  a  deplorable  mis- 
take, founded  in  a  false  spirit  of  philosophy. 
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Those  in  oar  oountiy,  who  seem  anxious  to 
dmogt  the  £udi  oi  the  Catholics  in  South 
AnKrica»  riMuld  pause  before  they  make  the 
attempt,  and  consider  the  immense  evils  their 
cArts  may  bring  on  a  people  who  have  already 
auffligred  modi  on  aooount  of  religion.  The 
karoed  and  pious  amongst  the  dergy  are  anxi- 
ous for  religious  reformation^  and  conrectiDg 
the  many  abases  they  know  to  exist  in  the 
diuicfa ;  but  they  are  as  unwilling  to  change 
their  tbdrimty  whkh  they  distinguish  from  its 
temdorSj  as  any  o{  the  many  sects  in  the  United 
States  to  give  up  theirs  for  the  foith  oi  the 
Romish  diurdi.  It  must  not  be  forgotten^  that 
the  pec^e  <^  South  Amwica  wee  Christians^  and 
not  heathen  nor  idolatars,  like  the  Western 
Indians^  or  the  inhalHtants  of  the  South  Sea 
Islands.  I  fear  there  is  too  mudi  truth  in  the 
diarge  of  the  prevalence  of  irrdigion  in  the 
United  States.  There  is  a  broad  fidd  at  home 
for  the  exenase  oi  missionary  labourers.  What 
would  we  think  if  the  Peruvian  church  should 
send  tracts  and  missionaries  to  our  happy  coim- 
try,  to  nuke  prosdjrtes  to  the  Romish  diurch  ? 
*'  Take  the  beam  from  thine  own  eye,  bdbre 


THE  POP£S.  819 

tbou  removeBt   the  mote   from    that  of   thy 

brother." 

Lately,  the  interestiiig  question  of  the  uni- 
yersal  supremai^  of  the  Pope  over  the  Catholic 
diurch  has  given  rise  to  some  learned  artides 
in  the  newspapers,  and  an  erudite  pamphlet,  of 
816  pages,  by  the  author  of  ^  Cartas  Peruanas,'' 
in  defence  of  the  Christian  primate. 

The  argument  against  the  Pope's  supremacy, 
and  consequently  of  the  independence  of  the 
bishops,  turns  on  the  question,  whether  Christ 
gave  ''the  keys"  to  Peter  wlely^  or  whether 
the  disciples  also  partidpated  in  tlie  gift.  The 
artides  signed  Desenganador,  in  the  papers  al- 
luded to,  insist  upon  it  that  Christ  gave  the 
kejrs  to  all  the  disdples  as  well  as  to  Peter,  and 
that  consequently,  as  they  received  them  under 
the  same  injunctions,  Peter  could  be  in  no 
manner  superior  to  them.  Against  this,  the 
audmr  of  the  ''  Cartas  Peruanas"  quotes  a  host 
of  the  holy  fathers,  and  the  nineteenth  verse  of 
the  sixteenth  chapter  of  St.  Matthew ;— '<  And  I 
will  give  unto  thee  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven :  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  bind  on 
earth,  shall  be  bound  in  heaven  :  and  whatso- 
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erer  thou  shalt  loose  on  earth,  shall  be  loosed 
in  heaven  ;"*  and  several  other  passages  from 
the  New  Testament,  which  I  have  not  time  to 
quote,  are  adduced  and  explained,  to  prove  that 
St.  Peter  solely  was  charged  with  the  kejs,  and 
was  set  over  the  other  disciples  as  tbeir  chief. 
The  popes,  according  to  the  faith,  are  the  suc- 
cessors of  St.  Peter,  who  was  left  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Christ  upon  earth ;  and  the  holy 
bishops  are  the  successors  and  representatives  of 
the  Apostles. 

Our  author  insists  that  the  destruction  of  the 
supremacy  of  the  Pope  must  be  followed  by 
the  destruction  of  Catholicism — that  the  church 
is  a  unity,  and  its  separation  must  be  followed 
by  the  springing  up  of  various  sects,  discord, 
contention,  and  irreligion. 

The  following  pages,  translated  from  this 
well-written  pamphlet,  will  give  an  idea  of  the 
manner  and  spirit  in  which  the  Pope  is  defend- 
ed by  the  author  of  the  •'  Cartas  Peruanas.'* 

Speaking  of  the  vices  alleged  against  the 
popes,  he  says,  *'  Amongst  these  false  Catholics 
there  are  some,  who,  skimming  over  the  annals  of 
the  church,  instead  of  imitating  the  sheep,  and 
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extjnacting  the  sweetest  juices  from  the  flowers, 
resemble  flies  that  delight  in  filth  and  offensive- 
ness.     They  collect  the  sweepings  of  history  to 
cast  upon  the  heads  of  the  popes,  without  dis- 
tinguishing between  the  few  bad  ones  and  the 
multitude  of  those  who  have  shone  in  the  face 
of  the  universe — when  not  for  their  eminent 
piety,  at  least  for  their  talents,  their  integrity, 
their  prudence,  their  zeal,  and  upright  intention. 
**  Of  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  popes 
who  have  occupied  the  chair  since  St.  Peter, 
how  few  are  they  who  can  in  reality  be  quali- 
fied as  vicious  and  perverse  men !    What  throne 
on  earth  presents  us  with  so  long  a  list  of 
princes  recommendable  for  genius  and  virtue  ? 
Let  us  hear  Bergier.     *  The  charity,  the  heroic 
fortitude,  the  humble  and  poor  life  of  the  popes, 
for  the   three  first  ages,  are  attested  by  the 
monuments  of  history.     The   knowledge,  the 
talents,  the  zeal,  and  laborious  vigilance  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  centuries  are  incontestable,  for 
their  works  exist.      The  labours  and  constant 
endeavours  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  to  diminish 
and  repair  the  ravages  of  barbarism,  to  save  the 
reliques  of  the  sciences,  arts,  laws,  and  customs, 
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oamoi  be  cdled  in  doubt ;  <rf  thei^  thdr  oo* 
tempungics  bour  totimoD j.  What  the  popes 
did  in  the  eigfaA  and  ninth,  to  humanize  the 
people  of  the  North  through  the  means  of  re- 
hgion,  is  so  wdl  known,  that  the  ProCestantB 
have  not  been  able  to  conceal  it,  eren  with  the 
varnish  of  odium,  except  by  pcMSCXiing  the  mo* 
lives,  the  intentions,  and  the  means  employed. 
It  was  necessary  not  to  forget  what  the  popes 
did  in  the  ninth  century  to  restrain  the  devasta- 
tions of  the  Ifahometans.  It  has  been  requisite 
to  scrape  through  the  lees  of  past  ages,  to  find 
penonages  and  deeds  that  could  be  bladcened 
at  discretion.  And  at  what  period  were  the 
bad  popes?  It  was  whai  Italy  was  torn  by 
petty  tyrants,  who  di^)osed  of  the  See  of  Bome 
at  their  will ;  it  was  when,  casting  out  its  le- 
gitimate possessors,  they  [daced  in  it  either 
thdr  childrai  or  th^  creatures*'^ 

**  But  even  in  the  ages  of  general  cormptioii 
and  darkness,  I  mean  the  tenth  and  eleventh^ 
how  much  are  the  majority  of  the  popes  distin- 
guished above  the  commonalty  of  men,  not  only 

*  DiccioD.  TheoL  art.  Papa. 
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hy  their  knowledge,  but  bj  thdr  fiiin  and 
trntbing  tcaI  in  opposing  the  torrent  of  abuses 
of  the  monarcbs  and  people,  in  extirpating  the 
dominant  vices  of  simony  and  incontinency,  in 
reducing  the  clergy  everywhere  to  a  common 
mode  of  living  separate  from  the  age !  All  the 
monuments  of  that  epoch  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact,  and  amongst  them  may  be  reckoned  the 
Roman  Councils,  celebrated  in  1059  and  1068. 
Of  the  thirty-three  popes  who  governed  the 
diurch  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries, 
there  is  not  one  who  did  not  do  honour  to  the 
Holy  See  —  not  one  whose  habits  were  repre- 
hensiUe.  If  their  pretensions,  and  the  mode  of 
sustaining  them,  sometimes  caused  disturbance 
in  the  church,  the  purity  of  their  lives,  and  their 
zeal  for  discipline,  always  maintained  it.  In  the 
order  of  polity  and  government,  they  adopted 
the  received  maxims  of  the  times,  and  which 
nobody  charged  as  unjust  or  excessive.  Some, 
as  Innoc^it  III.,  laboured  in  correcting  with 
just  severity  all  the  vices  and  abuses^  particu- 
larly that  of  venality,  of  which  the  Roman 
court  was  accused ;  and  if  some  did  not  display 
an  equal  zeal,  their  tolerance  was  drawn  from 
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ifistingaished  tor  his  vir« 
befcmniiig  of  the  fourteenth  oeDtuiy ; 
it  a3WD^  the  seren  pc^ies  who  succeeded 
wad  ftrkd  '  de  ATjgnooe;,'  because  they 
tnn^iaed  ibeir  cbair  to  that  dtj  in  Fnmoe, 
there  veie  some  chargeable  with  weakness  and 
uieguigitin' — exaggerated  by  the  Italians^  who 
eould  not  pardon  their  absence  from  Rome— 
an  exact  and  impartial  judgment  must  confess 
that  they  were  ahnost  all  conunendable  fot  their 
subhme  qualities,  for  the  superiority  of  thdr 
intellects  and  talents,  and  many  rendered  their 
names  venerable  by  the  sanctity  c^  their  lives. 
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It  is  not  strange,  that  those  who  figured  dur- 
ing the  schism  should  scandalize  the  church 
by  thmr  insatiable  avarice  to  possess  means  to 
sustain  their  party,  and  by  their  cruel  ambition, 
that  made  them  always  perfidious,  constantly 
breaking  their  promise  of  renunciation  for  the 
peace  of  the  church.  Such  intruders  do  not 
merit  the  name  of  popes ;  but  that  of  sangui- 
nary wolves,  who,  without  compassion,  scattered 
the  flock  of  the  Lord. 

••  But,  ftom  the  election  of  Martin  V.,  the 
nine  popes  that  legitimately  succeeded  him  to 
the  papal  throne,  until  the  close  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  if  they  were  not  all  of  eminent  virtue 
and  unimpeachable  merit,  we  may  be  assured, 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  last,  they 
possessed  appreciable  qualities,  which  did  not 
render  them  unworthy  of  the  sublime  station 
which  they  filled.  Amongst  them  there  is  not 
one  who  may  not  be  admired  for  an  ardent 
and  generous  zeal,  manifested  in  the  defence 
of  Christianity,  threatened  by  the  Turks,  and 
who,  in  this  respect,  did  not  merit  well  of  all 
the  kings  and  nations  of  Europe.  Though  it 
was  their  duty,  as  well  as  their  desire,  they  were 

VOL.  II.  Q 
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not  always  able  to  cause  a  reform  in  the 
customs  and  abuses  that  afflicted  the  interior 
of  the  church.  Besidcis  the  obstacles  met  with 
in  their  own  court,  and  the  diflScult  and  extra- 
ordinary state  of  things  that  produced  in  the 
church  the  great  schism  of  the  West,  they  found 
many  in  the  situation  of  the  whole  of  Christian 
Europe,  torn  by  internal  dissensions  or  external 
wars,  that  armed  nation  against  nation,  and  in 
each  a  party  against  a  rival  faction,  without 
observing  the  terms  of  moderation,  or  the  first 
maxims  of  humanity  1  In  the  midst  of  so  many 
difficulties,  and  all  the  excesses  of  ambiti<m,  oi 
vengeance  and  civil  fury,  to  which  the  Christian 
nations  of  England,  France,  Germany,  Poland, 
Bohemia,  Hungary,  Spain,  and  Italy  had  given 
themselves  up,  what  could  the  popes  do  in 
favour  of  good  order  and  canon  law,  oppressed 
as  they  were  by  affairs,  surrounded  by  cabals, 
and  obliged  to  defend  themselves  against  their 
own  restless  vassals  and  powerful  usurpers  ?  If 
we  were  just,  we  would  not  censure  them  so 
much  for  not  having  done  good,  of  the  import- 
ance  of  which  they  were  aware,  as  we  should 
pity  them  for  not  having  been  able  to  do  it. 
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"  From  Leo  X.,  that  is/ during  the  last  three 
centuries,  Rome  has  counted  thirty-six  popes. 
And  is  there  one  among  them  whose  habits  are 
not  free  from  censure  ?  And  how  few  are  not 
remarkable  for  talent,  knowledge,  elevated 
sentiments,  or  eminent  piety  ?  In  the  eyes  of 
ai^  impartial  man,  Paul  III.,  Pius  V.,  Sixtus 
v.,  Clement  VIII.,  Benedict  XIV.,  Pius  VI., 
Pius  VII.,  cannot  be  considered  either  as  me- 
diocre or  vulgar  men. 

**  The  Protestant  historian  of  the  Life  and 
Pcmtificate  of  Leo  X.  doubtlessly  was  not  en- 
tirely exempt  from  prejudice  :  but  he  possessed 
too  much  information  and  probity  to  avail  him- 
self of  that  tone  of  injury  and  inflammation 
against  the  popes,  which  has  become  so  com- 
mon ammigst  some  who  call  themselves  Catho^ 
lies.  Here  is  the  tribute  of  homage  which  he 
renders  them.  '  Few  popes  have  ascended  the 
papal  throne  who  were  not  endowed  with  more 
intellect  and  talents  than  are  common  amongst 
men.  Consequently,  the  pontiffs  of  Rome 
have  very  often  shown  great  examples,  and 
have  appeared  in  the  highest  degree  protectors 
of  the  sciences,  of  letters,  and  of  arts  ;  having, 

Q  2 
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as  ecclesiastics,  devoted  themselvea  to  those 
studies  which  were  interdicted  to  the  luty,  or 
despised  by  them.  So  that  we  must  consider 
them  in  general  as  superior  to  the  age  in  which 
they  lived;  and  the  philosopher  may  justly 
celebrate  the  eloquence  and  force  of  Leo  I., 
that  saved  Rome  from  the  fury  of  the  barba- 
rian Attila ;  and  he  may  admire  the  candour, 
the  beneficence,  the  paternal  solicitude  of 
Gregory  I. ;  he  may  wonder  at  the  diversity  of 
the  knowledge  of  Silvester  II.;  he  may,  in 
fine,  praise  the  ability,  penetration,  and  wisdom 
of  Innocent  III.,  of  Gregory  IX.,  of  Innocent 
IV.,  and  of  Pius  II.,  as  well  as  the  munificence 
and  love  of  letters  that  distinguished  Nicho- 
hisV; 

"Why  is  it  that  Villanueva,  Pradt,  and 
others,  whom  the  Desenganador  follows  and 
imitates,  do  not  weary  with  accusing  the  popes 
generally  of  ambition  and  avarice,  of  pride 
and  indolence,  of  interest  and  false  zeal,  of 
injustice,  of  usurpation,  of  violence,  &c. ;  it 
appears,  to  listen  to  them,  that  from  the  time 
they  belted  on  the  *  tiara,'  they  laid  down  every 
sentiment  of  morality,  to  follow  no  other  rule 
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than  that  of  their  interests  and  passions  !  Why 
do  they  spread  through  their  writings  the 
bitterest  bile  against  their  persons^  and  swear 
against  them  a  hatred  so  incarnate,  a  rage  so 
implacable^  as  if  they  had  received  from  them 
a  personal  injury  of  the  most  atrocious  and 
mipardonable  nature?*  Does  this  agree  with 
the  truth  of  things,  or  with  the  Christian  phi- 
lanthropy, or  even  with  the  philosophy  of 
which  they  boast?  Tantane  animts  cceleitibuB 
wm !    Shall  we  suppose  that,  irritated  like  all 

*  **  It  11  true,  that  there  is  not  wanting  a  personal  motive 
•uSdent  to  excite  the  eternal  babble  of  Pradt,  and  stir  up 
the  black  bile  of  Villanueva  against  the  Pope.  The  first 
cannot  forget,  that  by  Pius  VII.  refusing  the  bulls  of  con- 
firmation to  the  tyrant  Napoleon,  while  held  captive  in  Savo* 
nt,  he  was  deprived  of  the  Bishopric  of  Malinas,  to  which  he 
had  been  named ;  hence  his  complaints,  and  his  endeavour 
to  despoil  the  Pope  of  the  right  of  installing  the  bishops ; 
ivafling  himself  for  this  purpose  of  all  the  sophisms  that  he 
can  imagine*  (See  Concord,  de  la  Amr.  con  Roma,  cap.  12. 
7  nota  23 — »)  Nor  has  the  latter  been  able  to  pardon  the 
myny  Pius  VII.  for  refusing  to  receive  him  near  his  person 
and  court  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  Spain,  or»  what  is 
the  same  thing,  submit  to  .his  insolent  and  seditious  dis- 
courses against  the  Apostolic  See,  or  allow  himself  to  be  in- 
sulted to  his  face,  after  having  been  insulted  so  often  in 
public,  both  in  writing  and  vivd  tToce.— See  Su  vida  literaria, 
escrita  por  si  mismo,  tom.  i.  cap.  Ixix.  y  siguientes." 
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innovators,  at  the  inflexible  rigour  of  the  Apos- 
tolic See  in  respect  to  bad  or  dangerous  doc- 
trines, they  omit  nothing  to  make  it  an  object 
of  odium  and  contempt ;  and  that  they  hope  to 
make  the  afiront,  with  which  they  charge  the 
Roman  Pontificate,  recoil  upon  the  Pontiff 
himself^  and  upon  the  church  that  reverences 
him  as  its  chief  ? 

**  I  am  unwilling  to  say  it ;  but  I  may  affirm 
that  the  course  they  take  to  accriminate  the 
popes  is  as  perfidious  and  tortuous  as  inno- 
vators always  select ; — to  bring  their  vices  in 
strong  relief,  and  dissimulate  their  virtues — ^to 
be  delighted  with  showing  the  excesses  and 
abuses  of  power,  and  cast  a  veil  over  the  im- 
mense services  rendered  to  civilization,  to 
letters,  to  science,  the  arts,  and  all  humanity — 
to  exaggerate  the  rigour  of  punishments,  with- 
out taking  into  consideration  the  enormity  nor 
the  scandalous  nature  of  the  crimes  that  pro- 
voked them — to  give  right  to  everybody  ex- 
cept the  Pope — to  give  an  evil  interpretation 
to  the  most  laudable  actions  and  enterprises — 
to  copy  all  that  has  been  thought  or  expressed 
against  him  and  his  authority  by  his  enemies  or 
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; — to  refer  to  the  facts,  not  as  they  happen- 
ed in  reality,  but  as  they  relate  them ;  or  to 
disfigure  them,  passing  over  in  silence  those 
circumstances  that  justify  them— wilfully  to 
misunderstand  the  difference  of  legislation,  of 
customs,  of  the  genius  of  the  ages  and  of  the 
people;  always  to  pass  sentence  against  the 
Pope  by  modem  ideas  entirely  unknown  in 
pest  times — and  not  only  to  deplore  abuses* 
(which  is  allowable),  but  to  make  it  a  crime  for 
the  popes  to  have  at  all  participated  in  the 
general  spirit  of  their  times,  notwithstanding 
that,  in  the  midst  of  their  very  abuses,  they  so 
frequently  showed  themselves  superior  to  their 
cotemporaries,  which  ought  rather  to  have  ex- 
cited admiration  than  bitter  and  impious  cen- 
sure !  Such  is  the  way  in  which  Villanueva, 
above  all,  has  composed  his  libels,  infamatary  as 
regards  the  person  of  the  Pope,  and  seditious  in 
respect  to  the  authority  of  the  See. 

"  I  would  say  to  them,  with  Melchor  Cano, 
that,  discrediting  the  Pope,  and  crying  for  that 
reason  the  vices  of  the  court  of  Rome,  even  if 
they  were  ascertained,  they  imitate  the  insolent 
Ham,  who  discovered  and  turned  into  jest  the 
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dame  of  Ins  fiither !     Do  they  think   in   this 
manoer  to  render  honest  their  perfidy  and  re- 
beffion  against  die  common  father  of  Christians? 
Let  them  remember,  (adds  the  same  learned 
man,)  that  Jesus  Christ  shut  to  them  this  door, 
saying,  'The    Scrihes    and    Pharisees    »t    in 
Moses*  seat;    aD,  therefore,  whatsoever  they 
hid  Tou  ofasenre,  diat  observe  and  do ;  but  do 
not  ye  after  their  works.'  (Matt  xxiiL  2.)     The 
seal  whidi  ye  feign  to  heal  Rome  of  the  tMe- 
fefwAf  kettie^  wkkk,  aoooiding  to  you,  pemetrateg 
is  At  loMst;  ye  had  better  reserve  to  cure  the 
pestilential  gangrene  of  pride  and  rebellicm  that 
has  ulcerated  your  hearts.    While  ye  are  in- 
ternally infirm,  ye  cannot  hope  to  see  and  judge 
of  things  as  they  are.     Does  Rome  scandalise 
you  ?    Review  other  courts,  all  tribunals,  the 
episcopal  curacies;  in  eveiy  place  that  men  are 
found  ye  will  find  meorrigible  abuses^  imcmraUe 
catet.     F<Nr  this,  then,  wiU  it  be  necessary  to 
throw  off  all  authority,  and  have  ndther  pc^, 
nor  rectors  of  the  people,  nor  magistrates^^  nor 
bishops  ?** 

Such  are  the  ideas  of  a  large  party  in  South 
America.     Every  means  to  preserve  the  church 
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and  the  purity  of  the  faith  were  resorted  to  by 
the  governments  at  the  very  commencement  of 
the  revolution.  Living,  as  we  do,  in  a  land 
where  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  follow  his  own 
religious  inclinations  and  opinions^  we  can  have 
but  a  faint  idea  of  the  mightiness  of  Catholicism 
when  united  to  the  political  government.  Nor 
can  we  perhaps  justly  appreciate  the  reasons 
advanced  for  its  support,  in  countries  where 
but  one  religion,  or  rather  sect,  prevails;  at 
least,  not  till  we  take  into  consideration  the 
mental  thraldom  in  which  the  people  have  been 
held  by  the  edicts  and  dogmas  of  the  Catholic 
deigy.  The  veil  of  ignorance  that  so  long 
has  darkened  this  fair  portion  of  the  earth,  is 
breaking  away  before  the  rising  light  of  know- 
ledge ;  its  rays  have  penetrated  far  and  wide, 
yet  there  is  much  still  to  dear  from  the  dark- 
ness of  superstition  and  the  influence  of  clerical 
imposition;  and  there  is  reason  to  hope,  that 
the  Catholic  church  will  in  these  countries  be 
freed  from  its  abuses,  and  the  faith  restored  to 
its  pristine  purity.  The  very  discussion  above 
alluded  to  may  possibly  result  advantageously 
to  Christianity. 
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By  many  in  the  United  States  even  the 
name  of  Catholic  is  used  reproachfully;  but 
when  we  see  men  of  talents  and  education 
yielding  to  forms  and  ceremonies  that  appear 
idle,  let  us  pause,  and  be  sure  that  we  under- 
stand before  we  condemn  them.  San  Martin, 
the  liberator  of  Peru^  received  instructions  firom 
the  Chilian  congress  to  hold  sacred  the  temples 
of  religion,  and  to  punish  any  of  those  imder 
his  command  who  should  forget  the  duty  that 
Christians  owe  to  their  God ! 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tion, the  book-makers  of  Europe  prepared 
hasty  translations  of  the  most  impious  books, 
such  as  Volney's  Ruins,  the  writings  of  Thomas 
Paine,  &c.,  with  a  host  of  lascivious  novels, 
that  aboimd  in  the  French  language,  and 
brought  them  into  the  South  American  market. 
Lima  was  full  of  them.  Instead  of  enlighten- 
ing, they  only  served  to  stir  up  the  passions, 
and  fill  with  doubts  a  people  by  no  means  pre- 
pared to  think  on  abstract  subjects.  To  pre- 
vent the  diffusion  of  this  mental  poison,  several 
decrees  were  published  during  1823,  prohibiting 
the  publication  of  any  article  in  the  gazettes. 
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*'  against  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  articles  and 
dogmas  of  faith,  morality,  religion,  or  the  essen- 
tial discipline  of  the  church." 

It  was  these  circumstances  that  gave  origin 
to  the  **  Cartas  Feruanas,"  that  were  commenced 
in  1822,  and  continued  till  1825,  at  intervals. 
In  18299  they  were  collected  and  published  to- 
gether, forming  a  well-written  work  on  the 
evidences  of  Christianity,  in  which  the  author 
displays  a  great  deal  of  erudition  and  industry. 
He  is  said  to  be  a  canonigo,  named  Moreno. 
He  has  taken  up  and  answered  the  arguments 
of  all  the  most  distinguished  anti-religionists  of 
France^  as  Voltaire,  Rousseau,  Diderot,  &c. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


Arica. — Appearance  from  the  Anchorage. — Mole. — Adrer^ 
tisements. — Streets. — School. — Water  and  Proviaioiit. — 
Ancient  Cemetery. — Founding  of  Arica.  — Populatioo^ — 
PktxlucU. — Commerce. — Guano. 


About  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  19th  Sep- 
tember 1882,  we  anchored  in  the  roadstead  ci 
Arica.      It  is  situated  in  18""  28'  south  latitude 

The  town  of  Arica  is  placed  under  a  high 
sand-hill  and  headland,  that  shelter  it  from  the 
southerly  winds,  which  prevail  nearly  through- 
out the  year.  The  houses  are  white  ;  and  the 
churches  and  belfries,  standing  on  the  high 
ground  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  give  it  a  neat 
and  imposing  appearance  from  the  anchorage. 

The  long  valley  of  Azapa,  running  inland, 
with  clusters  of  trees  in  the  distance,  and  the 
town  at  the  entrance,  is  seen  from  far  at  sea. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  gardeu&juid  trees 
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to  the  left  of  the  town,  the  vale  is  entirely 
Daked  for  two  or  three  leagues  back ;  and  the 
hills  that  rise  in  a  long  ridge  to  the  north  and 
south  to  form  it,  are  sandy  and  totally  barren, 
not  affording  even  soil  enough  to  nourish  a 
single  cactus.  The  morro,  or  headland  of  Arica, 
which  is  a  prominent  bluff  of  rocks  and  sand, 
whitened  by  the  deposites  of  birds,  forms  a  very 
striking  kmdmark  in  approaching  the  port. 
On  its  summit  is  erected  a  wooden  cross, 
which  is  said  to  be  eight  hundred  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.*  Not  far  from  the  base 
of  the  morro,  is  a  low  flat  island  of  rocks,  also 
whitened  with  similar  deposites ;  between  this 
islet  and  the  main  are  many  small  rocks,  rising 
even  with  the  surface  of  the  water,  amongst 
which  the  breakers  are  constantly  rolling  and 
foaming  with  great  violence.  About  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  the  north  is  the  anchorage,  which 
is  pretty  good,  though  but  slightly  protected 
against  the  prevailing  winds. 

In  the  afternoon  we  landed  at  the  Mole  and 
breakwater,  which  has  been  built  within  the  last 

*  This  headland  was  sunk  by  an  earthquake  in  Septem- 
ber 1838. — New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer, 
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few  years.*  It  has  two  or  three  flights  of  steps 
for  embarking,  and  its  top  is  surrounded  by  a 
wooden  rail  and  benches,  which  in  the  evening 
are  the  resort  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
At  the  outer  end  is  a  small  box  to  shelter  the 
custom-house  officers,  who  are  constantly  on 
the  alert  to  detect  and  prevent  smuggling.  On 
the  sides  of  this  watch-tower  were  pasted  seve- 
ral written  notices :  one  ordered,  that  no  boat 
should  land  or  leave  the  Mole  before  sunrise,  nor 
after  eight  o'clock  at  night ;  and  it  forbade  any 
person  to  go  afloat  at  any  time  without  a  writ- 
ten permission  from  the  captain  of  the  port  or 
the  head  of  the  custom-house;  nor  are  balsas 
to  be  afloat  either  before  sunrise  or  after  sunset 
Another  was  the  quarantine  regulation  to  be 
enforced  against  all  vessels  from  Chile,  to  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  scarlet  fever. 

We  found  the  streets  intersecting  each  other 
at  right  angles,  but  narrow  and  dusty,  hot  and 
dirty.  In  our  walk  over  the  whole  town,  we 
met  now  and  then  a  Negro,  or  a  half-naked 

*  Tlie  landing  is  dangerous  for  those  who  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  very  narrow  channel,  which  is  surrounded 
by  sunken  rocks  and  breakers. 
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child  playing  in  the  dirt  In  one  street,  we 
passed  a  house  in  which  was  a  small  school. 
We  heard  a  dozen  ragged  children,  of  various 
castes,  colour,  sex,  and  age,  standing  round  the 
mistress,  who  was  seated  on  the  floor,  singing 
at  the  top  of  their  voices,  in  a  nasal  tone,  a  set 
of  aoeSt  which  appeared  to  form  the  conclusion 
of  the  afternoon  exercises. 

On  the  9th  November  1831,  nearly  the  whole 
place  was  shaken  down  by  an  earthquake.  The 
streets  seemed  desolate,  and  many  of  the  houses 
were  in  ruins  or  undergoing  repair.  Most  of 
the  buildings  are  but  one  story  high,  and  some 
have  fiat  roofs,  and  others  have  them  made  of 
adobes,  and  arched.  Occasionally  there  falls  a 
passing  shower;  generally,  however,  there  is 
nothing  but  a  g^ua,  or  mist,  during  the  winter. 

This  is  the  only  one  of  the  many  towns  that 
I  have  visited  in  South  America  in  which  there 
is  no  billiard-table. 

With  some  labour,  vessels  may  obtain  here 
very  good  water.  There  is  a  narrow  stream 
running  along  the  northern  side  of  the  town, 
planted  on  either  bank  with  young  willows; 
to  obtain  water,  it  is  necessary,  (on  account  of 
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rollers  and  the  rocky  nature  of  the  fihore,)  to 
n^  the  casks  for  a  considerable  distance  to  the 
watering-place.  Provisions  are  founds  of  the 
same  kinds,  and  at  about  the  same  rates,  as  at 
Lima,  though  not  so  abundant.  Beef,  however, 
is  an  exception.  The  only  butcher's  meat 
usually  to  be  met  with  in  the  market  is  mut- 
ton. The  fruits  and  vegetables  ot  this  valley 
are  the  same  as  those  of  the  capitaL  The  fer- 
tility of  this  part  of  Peru  is  much  lauded  by 
the  Spanish  writers.  It  is  stated,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Garcilaso,  that  in  1536  there  grew  a 
radish  so  large,  that  five  horses  were  sheltered 
under  the  shade  of  its  leaves ! 

With  the  exception  of  agues,  that  prevail 
during  one  season  of  the  year,  the  place  is 
healthy  ;  and  it  is  fortunate  for  the  inhalntants 
that  it  is  so,  for  the  curate  is  the  only  man  who 
pretends  to  any  knowledge  of  the  healing  art ! 

About  a  mile  from  the  town,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  morro,  is  a  cemetery  of  the  ancient 
Peruvians.  There  is  one  path  to  it  over  the 
hill,  which  is  somewhat  laborious ;  and  another 
round  the  base  of  "  Arica  Head,"  which  is  only 
practicable  when  the  tide  is  low. 
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On  the  side  of  the  hill  are  found  the  graves 
of  this  injured  people,  indicated  by  hillocks  of 
upturned  sand,  and  the  numbers  of  human 
bones  bleaching  in  the  sun,  and  portions  of 
bodies,  as  legs  and  arms,  or  a  hand  or  foot,  with 
the  diy  flesh  still  adhering,  scattered  over  the 
surfiace.  The  graves  have  been  a  great  deal 
dug,  and  many  bodies  carried  to  Europe  by 
travellers.  Some  boys,  who  were  playing  about 
the  place,  told  us  that  an ''  Ingles,"  in  Tacna, 
had  a  large  collection  of  them,  which  he  is  con- 
stantly increasing ;  for  a  pair  of  these  mummies, 
when  perfect,  he  pays  a  doubloon. 

We  dug  in  several  places,  without  being  able 
to  find  anything.  At  last  we  inquired  of  an 
Indian,  who  was  fishing  with  a  cast  net,  where 
the  graves  were  found,  and  what  were  the  indi- 
cations by  which  we  might  discover  them.  He 
told  us  that  there  were  none,  except  to  stamp 
upon  the  ground^  and  dig  where  it  sounded 
hollow.  We  pursued  this  plan  with  consider- 
able success. 

The  surface  is  covered  over  with  sand  an  inch 
or  two  deep,  which  being  removed,  discovers  a 
stratum  of  salt^  three  or  four  inches  in  thickness, 

VOL.  II.  R 
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that  spreads  all  over  the  hill.  Immediately 
beneath  are  found  the  bodies,  in  graves  or 
holes  not  more  than  three  feet  in  depth. 

The  body  was  placed  in  a  squatting  posture, 
with  the  knees  drawn  up,  and  the  hands  apphed 
to  the  sides  of  the  head.  The  whole  was  en- 
veloped in  a  coarse  but  dose  fabric,  with  stripes 
of  red,  which  has  withstood  wonderfully  the 
destroying  effects  of  ages ;  for  these  interments 
were  made  before  the  conquest,  though  at  what 
period  is  not  known.  A  cord  was  passed  about 
the  neck  on  the  outside  of  the  covering ;  and  in 
one  case  we  found  deposited  upon  the  breast  a 
small  bag,  containing  five  little  sticks  about  two 
inches  and  a  half  long,  tied  in  a  bundle  by  two 
strings,  which  broke  in  our  efforts  to  open  the 
bag.  A  native  gentleman  told  me  that  drink- 
ing vessels,  and  the  implements  of  the  occupa- 
tion pursued  by  the  deceased  while  living,  as 
balsas,  paint  brushes,  &c.  were  frequently  found 
in  these  graves.* 

Several  of  the  bodies  which  we  exhumed  were ' 
in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation.    We  found 
the  brain  dwindled  to  a  crumbling  mass,  about 

*  See  Calancha,  Herrera,  Garcilaso,  &c. 
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the  size  of  a  hen's  egg — perhaps  adipocire  ? 
The  cavity  of  the  chest  was  nearly  empty,  and 
the  heart  contained  what  seemed  to  be  indura- 
ted blood,  which  cut  with  as  much  facility  as 
rich  cheese.  It  was'  reddish  black.  The  mus- 
cles cut  like  hard  smoked  beef. 

Arica  was  founded  not  long  after  the  con- 
questy  though  at  what  period  is  not  recorded. 
It  is  880  leagues  from  Lima,  80  from  Arequipa, 
and  14  from  Tacna.  In  1579,  when  visited  by 
Sir  Francis  Drake,  in  the  Golden  Hind,  it  con- 
tained only  SO  houses ;  and  though  two  centu- 
ries and  a  half  have  since  elapsed,  their  number 
is  not  more  than  SOO,  and  the  population  does 
not  exceed  3,000  souls. 

Before  the  revolution,  the  valley  produced 
cotton,  wine,  olive  oil,  maize,  and  aji,  (a  kind  of 
red  pepper,  extensively  used  by  the  Indians,) 
amounting  in  all  to  602,500  dollars  for  the 
year  1791-*  It  was  also  rich  in  mules,  employ- 
ed in  the  traffic  of  the  interior. 

Prior  to  the  birth  of  the  republic  of  Bolivia, 
all  the  trade  with  that  country,  known  then 
as    Alto-Peru,    passed    through    Arica;    but 

*  Mercurio  Peruano,  vol.  vL  page  132. 
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fince  the  opening  of  CoUja,  the  oommeioe 
has  diminished  in  proportion  as  it  advances 
in  the  latter  pkce.  The  prosperity  of  Arica 
depended  very  much  on  that  trade,  which 
the  policy  pursued  by  the  government  of  Peru 
has  lost.  All  goods  intended  for  the  Bolivian 
market  are  charged,  according  to  their  class, 
with  a  transit  duty  of  five,  ten,  and  fifteen 
per  cent. ;  but  as  they  can  now  be  introduced 
directly  through  Cobija,  at  the  same  or  less 
rates,  Arica  is  ruined.  The  population  of  the 
valley  is  too  small  to  create  a  demand  sufi&dent- 
ly  great  to  maintain  wholesale  dealers ;  conse- 
quently, very  few  vessels  touch  in  the  port 

The  principal  exports  are  gold,  silver,  copper, 
tin,  and  some  few  chinchilla  skins,  that  pay  a 
duty  of  four  per  cent,  on  a  valuation  of  two 
dollars  per  dozen.  To  encourage  the  working 
of  mines  in  this  district,  gold  and  silver  are 
allowed  to  be  exported,  though  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  republic  it  is  prohibited:  gold 
pays  a  duty  of  about  eighty  cents  the  ounce ; 
and  silver,  a  dollar  the  mark  of  eight  ounces. 

There  is  a  coasting  business  carried  on  be- 
tween this  place  and  Fabellon  de  Pica  and 
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Iquique,  which  are  some  leagues  to  the  south- 
ward. Small  vessels  load  at  those  places  with 
a  substance  called  Guano,  which  is  used  as  a 
compost  in  almost  every  section  of  the  coast  of 
Teru  ;  in  many  places  the  soil  being  entirely 
unproductive  without  it. 

The  "  guano  de  Iquique,"  or  "  de  paja- 
108,"  according  to  tradition,  was  in  use  during 
the  dynasty  of  the  Incas.  There  are  various 
opinions  respecting  the  nature  of  guano ;  some 
suppose  that  it  is  a  mineral  production,  and 
others,  that  it  is  simply  an  accumulation  of  the 
excrement  of  marine  birds.  The  immense  quan- 
tities that  are  consumed,  its  weight,  its  reddish 
colour,  the  length  of  time  and  immense  num- 
ber of  birds  required  to  produce  the  great  quan- 
tity that  exists,  are  rather  in  favour  of  the  mi- 
neral origin.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  its  physi- 
cal  and  chemical  properties  incline  us  to  look 
upon  it  as  an  animal  production.  The  ammo- 
niacal  odour  which  it  gives  off;  the  presence  of 
uric,  phosphoric,  and  oxalic  acids,  and  potass  ;* 
its  colour  more  or  less  reddish,  according  to  its 
exposure  to  the  atmosphere ;  the  identity  of  its 

*  According  to  an  analysis  made  by  MM.  Fourcroy  and 
Vauquelin. 
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eoanMMitni  widi  that  of  the  ^  guano  bianco" 
(while  guano) daSky  ptodooed;  nmilar  deposites 
not  being  found  in  the  interior;  not  being  in 
itralm  or  kjen,  as  we  should  expect  to  finds 
minod  product ;  haTing  found  in  it,  at  certain 
depdis^  the  lemains  of  birds,  and  cutting  instru- 
ments used  by  the  ancient  Indians;  the  fact 
that  the  guano  Uanoo  becomes  red  in  the  course 
of  time, — tfe  su£Bcient  evidence  that  the  guano 
de  pa|aros  is  an  animal  production. 

Of  this  substance  there  are  three  varieties;  the 
red,  the  dark  gray,  and  the  white.  Thefirstand 
second  are  <m  the  islands  of  Chindia  (near  Pisco), 
Iquique^  and  the  hill  of  Fdiellon  de  Pica. 

Tlie  island  of  Iquique  is  the  place  whence  it 
was  first  extracted,  and  hence  its  name  of  **  gua- 
no de  Iquique.**  It  is  about  four  hundred 
yards  fiom  the  port  of  that  name;  it  is  eight 
hundred  yards  lon^  and  two  hundred  broad ; 
and  was  worked  for  twenty-five  years,  in  whidi 
time  it  was  exhausted.  About  thirty  years  since, 
the  Piloto,  Reyes,  discovered  the  guano  of  Pa- 
bdkMi  de  Pica,  which  is  situated  on  the  sea- 
shore, about  thirty  leagues  from  the  village,  and 
eighty  from  the  port  of  Mdlendo.     This  hill  is 
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very  high ;  the  sea  laves  its  base,  which  consists 
entirely  of  guano,  and  the  opposite  side  is  sand 
and  gravel;  formerly  a  mine  was  worked  in  the 
rocky  said  to  be  of  silver,  but  no  indication  of 
guano  was  met  with  in  the  excavation.  The 
neighbouring  hills  on  both  sides  are  of  pure 
sand,  which  is  carried  by  the  winds,  and  depo- 
sited on  and  covers  the  guano.  The  guano  of 
this  hill  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  length, 
and  about  three  hundred  varas  high.  To  ex. 
tract  it,  the  covering  of  sand  is  first  removed, 
and  then  deep  excavations  are  made. 

The  third  variety,  or  white  guano,  is  most 
esteemed,  from  being  fresh  and  pure ;  it  is  taken 
from  the  numerous  islands,  lying  near  the  shore, 
along  the  whole  Peruvian  coast.  These  varie- 
ties of  guano  have  several  prices ;  the  red  and 
dark  gray,  being  more  abundant,  are  worth  ten 
reales  (I  dollar  25  cents)  the  fan^ga  of  250  lbs. ; 
the  white,  from  the  port  of  Mollendo,  is  sold  at 
two  dollars  the  fan^ga,  and  during  the  war  it 
rose  even  to  seven. 

It  seems  incredible  that  these  guanos  could  be 
deposited  by  the  assemblage  of  birds  that  rest 
together  during  the  night;  but  wonder  ceases 
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the  miHkms  of  them,  as  the 


Fhauoopterai^  or  fluningoe^  that  me 
m  the  mr  like  doods  of  many  leagaes  in  extoi  t» 
and  that  the  deposites  have  heen  aocumnkt^ 
iB|g  jinhy  ever  ainoe  die  ddnge.  Fnxn  the 
jdnwh  of  Ulay  and  Jesas»  in  the  yean  that 
they  me  fieqaented  hy  many  hiida^  four  and 
fire  hundred  Cm^gas  of  white  gaano  are  an- 
nually obtained.  Daring  these  hitter  yean 
their  prodnoe  has  heen  very  small*  the  birds 
hani^  ahacnted  themselves,  from  the  unusual 
heat  of  the  sommen^  the  want  of  food,  and  the 
iirii^  of  guns  fay  many  vessels  that  have  vidted 
that  port.  The  proprietois  of  the  guan^ra,  or 
gttano  ground  of  Jesus»  were  so  fully  persuaded 
of  this^  that  they  obtained  ceduks  from  the 
Court  of  Spain,  fioriudding  the  entrance  of  ves- 
sels into  the  port,  and  the  Inrds  again  returned. 
Since  the  <^eniug  of  the  port  of  Islay,  these 
isbnds  have  not  yidded  a  hundred  fan^as  a 


Without  the  guano»  the  volcanic  and  sandy 
soil  of  the  province  of  Arequipa  is  almost  un- 
productive; but,  when  used,  it  yields  in  pota- 
toes forly-five  for  one,  and  in  maize  thirty-five 
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for  one.  It  is  so  active  that,  unless  watered  soon 
after  it  is  applied  round  the  roots  of  the  plants, 
it  dries  them,  or,  as  the  country  people  say, 
bums  them  up. 

The  quantity  of  guano  yearly  employed  in 
Peru  is  estimated  to  be 


Mollendoi    •    .     •    . 

25.000  fan^gai. 

Cocotea,       .... 

6,000 

Chancay,      .... 

5,000 

Arica  and  Tarapac^, 

5,000 

Total,      41,000  fan^gas. 


The  above  account  is  taken  from  a  paper  on 
the  subject,  published  in  the  **  Memorial  de 
Ciencias  Naturales,  y  de  Industria  Nacional  y 
Estranjera,"  edited  by  M.  De  Rivero  and  N.  De 
Pierola.  Lima.  Vol.  i.  1828. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Usj.  —  I  anding-phce.  —  Towik  —  Aieqi^MBiaB 

Pott-cffice  regulataan. — Nockxis  of  the  C^iCbb  of  the  port 
about  Politick 

Aboit  two  o'clock  in  the  aftemooD  of  the 
24th  of  September  1832,  we  anchored  in  the 
roads  of  Islay.  The  charts  of  this  part  of  the 
coast  of  Peru  are  far  from  being  accurate. 
This  port  is  laid  down  as  being  in  16°  44'  of 
south  latitude,  and  in  72"  4(/  of  west  longitude 
from  Greenwich.  The  true  latitude  is  17°  1' 
-^seventeen  miles  farther  south  than  marked 
in  the  cliarts  ;  and  the  longitude  is  72°  —  forty 
minutes  to  the  eastward  of  the  chart.  By  the 
chart,  Arequipa  is  forty  miles  from  Islay,  but  the 
actual  distance  is  ninety.  Similar  errors  are 
found  in  several  places  along  this  region  of  Peru. 

The  land  to  the  north  and  south  is  barren 
and  rocky,  and  lower  than  it  usually  is  along 
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the  coast.  About  two  leagues  back,  it  rises  to 
a  very  considerable  height.  In  the  gullies  and 
ravines  are  large  white  patches,  consisting  of 
ashes  thrown  out  many  years  since  from  a 
volcano,  which,  from  the  sea,  have  the  appear- 
ance of  light  drifted  snow  partially  melted. 

The  landing-place  differs  from  anything  of 
the  kind  that  I  have  seen  anywhere  on  the 
coast.  The  shore  of  the  whole  bay,  or  rather 
roadstead,  is  bounded  by  irregular  rocks  about 
two  hundred  feet  high,  and  nearly  perpendi- 
cular; so  that  even  if  a  landing  be  effected, 
their  top  is  almost  inaccessible.  At  the  base 
of  a  rocky  mass  with  square  faces,  rising  out  of 
the  sea,  and  about  ten  feet  high,  and  separated 
from  the  main  by  a  narrow  channel,  there  is 
a  floating  stage,  or,  as  it  is  technically  called, 
a  camel.  A  horizontal  stage,  supported  by 
stanchions  and  chains,  juts  out  from  the  top 
of  the  rock,  having  a  vertical  shutter  or  midriff 
floating  from  its  edge.  The  ascent  from  the 
camel  to  the  stage  is  effected  by  the  aid  of  a 
rope-ladder  of  some  six  or  eight  steps,  that 
rests  against  the  shutter,  and  a  pair  of  man- 
ropes  like  those  suspended  at  the  gangway  of 
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a  ship.  On  the  stage  b  a  pair  of  shears^  with 
a  tackle  for  hoisting  and  lowering  goods.  A 
path  mounts  from  the  stage  over  the  rock,  and 
is  continued  over  a  short  wooden  bridge  that 
connects  it  with  the  main. 

The  site  and  neighbourhood  of  Islay  is  a 
barren  plain,  gently  rising  from  the  sea.  About 
two  leagues  back,  the  surface  is  covered  with 
green  vegetation,  and  suddenly  rises  to  a  height 
of  about  three  thousand  feet.  The  summits  of 
these  hills  were  so  constantly  hidden  in  clouds, 
that  we  got  a  glimpse  of  them  only  once  or 
twice  while  here.  Near  their  base  are  some 
groves  of  olive-trees. 

In  1829,  this  spot,  cheerless  as  it  is,  was 
purchased  by  the  government,  for  building 
the  seaport  of  Arequipa,  which  was  previously 
reached  from  Quilca  and  MoUaido,  which  are 
now  closed. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  ground  is  broken 
by  deep  gullies,  the  town  is  very  regularly  laid 
out.  The  huts,  for  they  do  not  merit  the 
name  of  houses,  are  one  story  high ;  the  roofis 
are  pitched,  covered  with  rush-mats,  and  stand 
with  the  gable-end  to  the  street.     The  walls 
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are  made  of  willow  poles,  brought  about  four- 
teen leagues,  driven  into  the  ground  closely 
together,  and  lined  on  the  inside  with  mats 
stmilar  to  those  of  the  roofs.  The  floors  are 
also  of  mats.  From  the  great  pitch  of  the 
house-tops,  I  was  led  to  inquire  whether  it 
rained,  and  learned  that  there  is  only  an  occa- 
sional drizzle.  Such  is  the  general  architecture 
in  this  new  port,  excepting  the  custom-house, 
which  is  two  stories  high,  ,and  some  two  or 
three  wooden  buildings  occupied  by  foreigners. 
The  church,  which  stands  on  one  side  of  the 
plaza,  is  a  large  frame,  bearing  a  striking  like- 
ness to  an  old  weather-beaten  bam.  Near  it 
is  a  pair  of  shears,  made  of  three  poles,  from 
which  are  suspended  three  small  bells;  strips 
of  raw  hide  hang  from  the  clappers,  by  which 
simple  contrivance  (and  it  is  adopted  all  over 
South  America)  the  necessity  of  turning  the 
bell  over  to  ring  it  is  completely  avoided.  The 
only  exterior  ornament  is  a  wooden  cross  fixed 
on  its  top.  Through  the  joinings  of  the  door, 
we  perceived  that  the  floor  was  tiled,  and  the 
interior  neat  and  clean.  On  the  door  was 
pasted  a  notice  nearly  to  the  following  effect : — 
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**  We,  the  Bishop  of  Arequipa,  desurous  of 
affording  to  all  faithful  Christians  opportuni- 
ties of  prayer,  and  availing  ourselves  of  our 
power  delegated  from  his  Holiness  the  Pope, 
do  grant  to  the  port  of  Islay  an  indulgence 
of  forty  days,  provided  that  its  inhabitants 
prostrate  themselves/'  &c. 

^  Well/'  said  I  to  the  captain  of  the  port,         1 
**  suppose  that  the  indulgence  had  not  been 
granted,  what  difference  could  it  make  to  the 
place."      He    shrugged    his    shoulders,  drew 
down  the  comers  of  his  mouth,  and  replied, 

Ninguna" — None ! 

Of  what  benefit  is  it  to  the  people  ?•* 
Ninguna  puez;  but  they  suppose,  if  any 
one  who  accepts  of  the  indulgence  die,  he  will 
escape  from  purgatory  in  one  half  of  the  time 
allotted  for  his  stay  there,  which,"  said  he  with 
a  knowing  smile, ''  is  a  consideration !" 

We  next  found  a  billiard-table,  where  a 
Negro  and  a  White,  both  genteelly  dressed, 
were  playing ;  and  I  learned  that  the  first  was 
a  doctor,  and  the  latter  an  alcalde.  Besides 
this  place  of  public  resort,  there  are  t^o  ^ 
three  tippling  shops,  with  signs  over  the  d^"' 
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lepresenting  the  union  of  the  flags  of  Peru, 
Chile^  England,  and  the  United  States,  which 
are  all  temptations  for  sailors ;  and  being  clanish 
in  their  notions,  they  are  easily  taken  by  the 
bait.  If  Jack  only  spies  his  own  bunting  in 
the  picture,  it  is  enough,  and  he  seldom  cares 
to  notice  anything  further. 

When  we  called  on  the  captain  of  the  port, 
we  were  courteously  received  by  his  lady,  who 
appeared  at  the  door,  smoking  a  cigar.  We 
found  in  the  room  a  very  pretty  collection  of 
books,  which  is  quite  an  unusual  sight  in  these 
places.  It  consisted  mostly  of  novels ;  amongst 
them  were  translations  of  Ivanhoe,  the  Talis- 
man, two  cantos  of  Byron's  Don  Juan,  Frank- 
lin's works,  and  several  treatises  on  marine  and 
military  tactics. 

Islay  is  at  present  quite  gay,  and  presents 
as  busy  a  scene  as  may  be  imagined,  for  a 
place  containing  no  more  than  eight  hundred 
or  a  thousand  inhabitants.  There  is  a  number 
of  families  here  from  Arequipa,  where,  at  this 
season,  I  am  told,  it  is  disagreeable  and  un- 
healthy. The  ladies  are  amusing  themselves 
in  this  inhospitable-looking  place,  by  bathing, 
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and  promeiHidiiig  the  hilk.  To  judge  from 
tile  speeimen  here,  the  Arequipenas  are  nther 
piet^  :  they  are  remarkably  small,  and  have 
Mack  eyes^  dear  skiiis,  fine  hair,  and  dear  little 
feet! 

When  we  returned  to  the  boat,  we  found 
the  whole  wcnrld  assembled  round  a  seal  that 
had  been  just  shot,  and  laid  on  the  bridge  be- 
fore mentioned.  The  governor  and  captain  of 
the  port,  with  their,  ladies,  were  amongst  the 
crowd.  The  news  of  the  phoca  ran  through 
the  town,  and  curiosity  soon  brought  all  the 
ladies  in  the  place  around  it.  They  took  this 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  progress  made  in 
removing  the  stones  from  a  spot,  surrounded 
by  perpendicular  rocks,  which  is  intended  for 
a  bathing- place.  Some  of  the  ladies  were 
finely  dressed,  and  wore  beautifully  embroi- 
dered shawls,  and  large  filigree  combs,  with 
the  hair  tastefully  supported  by  them ;  otherB 
were  in  dishabille,  with  red  baize  shawls  over 
the  shoulders,  and  the  hair  plaited  in  two 
bnuds,  hanging  down  the  back;  and  some 
wore  round  hats  of  Manila  or  Guayaquil 
manufacture.     All  were  scrupulously  nice  about 


COMMERCE  OF   ISLAY.  S57 

the  feet.  They  were  cased  in  silken  hose  and 
white  satin  shoes,  which  did  not  seem  ex- 
actly adapted  to  the  dust  and  rocks  of  the 
streets.  When  they  turned  up  the  hill  to- 
wards the  town,  we  could  not  but  admire  the 
turn  of  many  a  foot  and  ankle,  which,  from 
the  shortness  of  the  dresses,  were  disclosed 
even  unto  the  garters ! 

The  commerce  of  Islay  is  very  limited. 
During  the  two  past  years,  only  three  Ameri- 
can merchant-vessels  have  anchored  in  the 
roads.  The  trade  is  chiefly  English.  At 
present  there  are  two  English  and  one  French 
merchantmen,  and  a  French  frigate,  with  one 
or  two  guano  traders,  in  the  port.  It  is  sup- 
poised  that  the  commerce  will  increase,  when 
the  port  of  Arica  is  closed,  which  has  been  for 
some  time  contemplated  by  the  government. 

The  foUowing  decree,  given  to  me  by  the 
captain  of  the  port,  was  pasted,  with  several 
others,  signed  by  the  Prefect  of  Arequipa, 
against  the  side  of  his  house.  One  prohibited 
the  firing  of  rockets  on  feast-days,  and  another 
forbade  bull-baiting,  as  a  barbarous  and  inhu- 
man sport,  suited  only  to  the  uncivilized. 

VOL.  II.  s 
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'Temment, 

cf  FoR^iB  AJ&in — ^House  of  €k)vem- 

*,  13S2— 13th. 


TO  TKL  rttEfTCT  OF  AREQUIPA. 


•»:  '    » 


B^  iiUBii  crdo;  and  under  the  necessary 
j^  I  huiwilhendoaeyoa  an  autho- 


1 1 .  ip  „.« 


cop^  cf  tbe  sapveme  decree^  israed  June 
ftadL  1893.  tikA  joa  saj  cause  it  to  be  strictly 
eonfionDcd  to :  tat  in  spifee  of  its  haTing  been 
ly  nssadl  tiie  leieniie  of  the  post- 
iliminiJiHl  to  sadi  an  extent  that 
it  is  not  mfliripnt  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
that  department. 

''With  tfais^  I  will  also  advise  yoa  to  take 
esppTial  care  that  no  subversive  papers  be  in- 
tfodoced  into  this  department:  for  the  law 
whidi  governs  the  press,  should  not  allow  the 
importation  c^any,  that  may  not  be  printed  with 
impunity  within  the  territory  of  the  republic. 

''I  mention  this  to  you,  for  the  purpose 
indicated  by  the  express  command  of  His  £x- 
odlence  the  President — May  God  protect  you ! 

"Matias  Leon.'' 


A  DECREE.  259 

"THE  SUPREME  DELEGATE. 
"I  HAVE  ACCORDED  AND  DECREED: 

"  1st.  That  80  soon  as  any  vessel  shall  anchor 
in  any  port  of  the  state,  from  whatever  place 
she  may  proceed,  her  captain  or  supercargo 
shall  notify  the  passengers,  that  they  may  de- 
liver the  letters  which  they  may  bring,  with 
those  in  charge  of  the  captain  or  supercargo, 
to  the  captain  of  the  port,  or  in  his  absence, 
to  the  sub-delegate  of  marine;  in  order  that 
they  may  be  remitted  to  the  general  adminis- 
tration of  the  post-office,  or  to  the  chief  of  the 
department,  to  which  the  port  appertains,  with 
a  list  of  the  letters,  signed  by  the  captain  of  the 
vessel,  and  by  him  who  may  receive  them. 

'^Snd.  If  any  letters  shall  contain  bills  of 
exchange  or  other  interesting  documents,  the 
same  shall  be  noted  by  whoever  receives  them, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  list  mentioned  in  the 
previous  article,  relying  on  the  statement  of 
the  captain  or  supercargo. 

"  Srd.  The  captain,  supercargo,  or  passenger, 
in  any  vessel,  who  shall  infringe  the  first  ar- 
ticle, shall  incur  the  penalty  of  five  hundred 

s  2 
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hard  dollars,  for  every  letter  he  shall  fail  to 
deliver  as  therein  expressed. 

"  4th.  Whoever  shall  inform  of  the  infraction 
of  the  said  article,  proving  that  any  letter,  even 
of  recommendation,  has  been  delivered,  shall 
receive  one  half  of  the  fine,  and  his  name  shall 
not  be  disclosed. 

"  5th.  Travellers  by  land,  who  may  carry 
letters  from  one  point  to  another  of  the  free* 
territory,  are  equally  obliged  to  deliver  them 
to  the  administration  of  the  post-office,  on  ar- 
riving at  the  place  of  their  destination,  under 
the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  every  letter  they 
shall  fail  to  deliver  into  that  office. 

**  6th.  Loose  copies  of  this  decree  shall  be 
printed,  and  the  officer  charged  with  its  execu- 
tion shall  give  one  to  the  captain  or  supercargo, 
so  soon  as  he  shall  arrive  in  any  port,  and 
the  guards  at  the  gate  shall  give  them  to 
those  coming  from  beyond  this  capital,  that 
nobody  may  allege  ignorance. 

"  7th.     From  these  general  rules  is  only  ex- 

*  Meaning,  not  occupied  by  the  Spanish  armies ;  this 
decree  having  been  first  promulgated  during  the  revolu- 
tion. 
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cepted  official  correspondence,  directed  to  any 
of  the  constituted  authorities,  which  may  be 
delivered  directly  to  them.  So  soon  as  the 
present  decree  is  inserted  in  the  official  gazette, 
it  shall  be  considered  as  circulated  to  the  admi- 
nistrators of  the  post-office  revenue,  to  the 
director-general  of  marine,  to  the  sub-delegates 
of  that  direction,  and  to  captains  of  ports,  that 
each  one  respectively  may  take  care  of  the 
punctual  observance  of  what  is  in  it  ordered. 

"  Given  in  the  palace  of  the  Supreme  Go- 
vernment in  Lima,  4th  of  June  1822-3. 
•*  (Signed)        Torre  Tagle. 

"  By  order  of  His  Excellence, 

"  Bernardo  Monteagudo. 

"  Copy— Rio. 
"  Arequipa,  1882." 

After  reading  the  decree,  I  told  the  captain 
of  the  port  that  such  laws  were  hardly  in 
accordance  with  the  institutions  that  should 
adorn  a  free  republic,  nor  were  the  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  preamble  very  feasible  to  account 
for  the  diminution  of  the  revenue,  since  it  was 
a  natural  consequence  that  correspondence  must 
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diminish,  when  commerce  was  interrupted  by 
war  and  onerous  duties. 

He  answered,  it  was  very  true ;  but,  he  con- 
tinued, the  object  of  the  decree  was  not  reve^ 
nue,  as  set  forth,  but  to  prevent  tbe  intro- 
duction of  any  gazettes  or  papers  oontaining 
articles  against  General  Gamarra  or  his  admi- 
nistration. He  stated,  that  he  was  authorised 
to  open  any  letter  or  packet  containing  papers, 
and  if  they  contained  anything  that  might  be 
construed  as  subversive  of  the  Government,  to 
destroy  them.  He  added,  that  very  lately  he 
had  burned  a  large  number  of  papers  of  that 
character,  forwarded  by  General  La  Fuente 
from  Chile,  to  different  persons  in  Peru. 

I  told  him  how  matters  are  managed  in  our 
country,  and  how  free  was  the  expression  of 
public  opinion. 

He  observed,  in  reply,  "  You  are  a  different 
people  from  us  —  you  are  educated,  and  have 
been  independent  for  fifty  years — though  com* 
posed  of  many  states,  they  move  on  harmo- 
niously together.  We  are  made  up  of  seven 
departments  or  provinces,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  one  are  against  those  of  the  others.     The. 
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Cuzcanian  abhors  the  Limanian,  and  the  Are- 
quipanian  both.  Our  population  is  a  hetero- 
geneous mass  of  Negroes,  Sambos,  Mulattoes, 
Mestizos,  Indians,  and  Whites ;  the  latter  are 
fewest  in  number,  and  the  Indians  most  numer- 
ous. All  the  castes  set  themselves  against  the 
Whites,  and  the  Indian's  hand  is  against  them 
alL  The  greater  part  of  the  population  is 
ignorant,  and  incapable  of  judging  of  its  rights. 
The  Government  is  now  establishing  schools, 
and  it  is  to  the  rising  generation  that  we  look 
for  a  proper  constitution  and  laws.  We  are 
not  like  the  United  States — her  freedom  would 
not  suit  us.  Our  people  are  passionate,  and 
ignorant,  and  ready  to  follow  the  standard  of 
any  plausible  leader,  who  chooses  to  lure  them 
by  fair  promises  and  the  abuse  of  the  existing 
authorities.  Newspapers,  which,  in  the  United 
States,  are  the  great  means  of  propagating 
knowledge,  and  correct  opinions  on  almost 
every  subject,  are  not  appreciated.  Even  men 
of  the  better  classes  live  without  knowing  what 
is  going  on  around  them  —  even  official  news- 
papers are  but  little  read,  and  foreign  gazettes 
are  unheard  of.     For  this  reason,  inflammatory 
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articles  have  very  extensive  influence  upon  the 
people.  It  is  therefore  necensary,  for  the  tran- 
quillity  of  the  republic,  to  keep  factious  and 
party  papers  out  of  their  way.** 

"  Your  commerce  is  declining  ?•* 

**  Yes  !  and  our  ports  are  in  ruin ;  but  the 
present  congress  is  thinking  of  lowering  the 
duties,  and  we  hope  that  it  will  again  revive.'* 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Piscoy  from  the  anchorage. — Landing. — Ancient  Pisco*-- 
Town.  —  A  ride.  —  Salinas.  —  Commerce.  — .  Captain  of 
the  Port. 

On  the  29th  of  September  1832,  we  anchored 
opposite  to  Pisco,  about  two  miles  from  the 
shore,  and  in  four  fathoms  of  water.  Lat.  IS** 
46^  S.     Long.  76^  12'  W. 

From  the  anchorage,  the  broad  valley  pre- 
sents an  undulating  champaign  country,  ex- 
tending several  leagues  in  every  direction,  and 
covered  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  with  olive 
groves,  palmettos,  and  "shrubbery.  The  white 
spires  and  fanes  of  the  town  were  seen  in  relief 
against  the  sides  of  the  blue  Cordilleras,  magni- 
ficent  in  their  snow-crowned  summits,  and  rich 
in  hidden  treasures  of  gold  and  silver.  They 
stand  far  from  the  coast,  but  still  oppose  their 
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blue  doad-like  ades  to  the  view.  Their  out- 
line was  pendDed  agamst  the  vault  of  heaven ; 
they  looked  the  benefic»it  genii  of  South  Ame- 
rica, invitiiig  the  clouds^  the  vapours,  the  rain, 
and  the  snow ;  and  receive  their  gloom,  their 
torrents,  their  frost  and  cold,  upon  their  own 
devoted  heads^  and  thus  defending  the  thou- 
sand vaUeys  at  their  feet,  pour  down  their 
streams  to  fertilize  those  valleys,  whidi  are  as 
their  children. 

We  found  the  landing  easy,  though  it  is 
occasionally  difficult;  when  the  wind  is  fresh, 
several  large  rolkrs  form  themselves  in  lines, 
and  tumble  one  after  the  other  on  the  beach, 
with  so  much  force  as  to  upset  or  fill  the  boats 
that  attempt  to  land. 

Some  hundred  and  fifty  years  since,  Pisco 
stood  where  the  sea  now  breaks ;  and  even  now, 
the  tide  does  not  ebb  beyond  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  town.  To  the  right  of  the  landing  is 
an  old  fort  and  some  ruined  stores,  that  were 
destroyed  by  the  patriots  who  landed  here  in 
September  1821.  A  large  storehouse  and  a  few 
huts  stand  upon  the  shore,  the  town  of  Pisco 
being  about  a  mile  from  the  sea,  where  it  was 
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built  soon  after  the  earthquake  of  1682.  At 
that  time»  the  sea  retired  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance,  and  again  returning  with  immense  vio- 
lence,  submerged  the  whole  town ;  and  remained 
a  quarter  of  a  league  beyond  its  former  limits. 

When  we  landed,  we  found  the  captain  of 
the  port  ready  to  receive  us ;  he  pleaded  in- 
disposition for  not  having  visited  us,  and,  to 
use  a  Spanish  expression,  he  politely  '*  franked 
us  bis  bouse,**  and  offered  us  horses  to  ride  to 
town  ;  but  we  preferred  walking,  as  the  morning 
was  pleasant,  and  the  distance  short.  On  our 
way,  we  saw  several  ruins  of  ancient  Pisco,  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  several  huacas  or  mounds 
of  the  aborigines.  It  is  supposed  that  the  race 
of  Indians  which  inhabited  this  section  of  the 
country  previous  to  the  conquest,  was  very 
poor,  as  nothing  has  ever  been  found  either  in 
thdr  huacas  or  in  their  graves,  though  diligent 
examinations  have  been  made. 

The  town  of  Pisco  is  small,  and  bears  a  suf- 
ficient resemblance  to  Lima  to  mark  it  as  a 
dwarfish  offspring  of  the  same  parent.  As  at 
Lima,  buzzards  and  carrion  birds  are  constantly 
sailing  about  in  the  air  above  it.    It  contains  a 
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convent  of  the  order  of  San  Francisco,  which  is 
now  closed,  from  ^vant  of  funds  to  maintain  its 
friars.    The   architecture  of  the  churches  and 
dwellings  is  similar  to  that  in  most  of  the  towns 
along  the  coast    of  Peru.      The  Cathedral,  or 
rather  the  Iglesia  Matriz,  occupies  all  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Plaza  ;  it  has  a  tower  at  each  a^ner 
of  its  front,  an    oval  roof,  and  a  dome  at  4c 
back. 

Being  Sunday,  the   streets    were  gay;  and 
several  well-furnished   stores  of  the  place  were 
open.     Many  heaps    of  fruit,  shaded  by  niats 
supported  on  poles,    lay   in  a   line  across  the 
Plaza.     Mules  and  asses  were  moving  in  everj 
direction,  bearing  riders  in  holiday  suits.    The 
Negress  moved  in  her  calico  gown  and  jaunty 
flounces,    with   a   well-glazed   hat    of  Manila 
straw,  barefoot,  though   not  without  the  orna- 
ment of  a  flower.     The  Negro  sauntered  about 
in  his  big-bottomed  "  bragas ;"  the  gay  miss 
advanced  towards  the   church    with  measured 
step,  in  her  saya  y  manto,  followed  by  a  little 
Negress  bearing  the  rug  upon  which  her  mis- 
tress bowed  the  knee  before  her  saint,  and  sent 
her  oraisons  to  heaven. 


A  RIDE. — SALT  BEDS.  269 

The  hours  of  prayer  bad  scarcely  passed 
away»  before  the  ear  was  saluted  with  the 
tones  of  the  guitar  and  rude  harp ;  the  sounds 
of  moving  feet,  the  laugh,  and  all  the  noise 
of  jolly  mirth. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  October  we  took  a 
ride  into  the  country.  We  visited  a  vine- 
yard, which  covers  more  than  a  hundred  acres, 
where  black  grapes  only  are  grown,  but  the 
vines  were  not  very  carefully  tended.  From  the 
black  grape,  large  quantities  of  pisco  or  aguar- 
diente (brandy)  are  distilled  in  this  Depart- 
ment, and  exported  to  different  parts  of  Peru. 
We  left  the  vineyard  and  passed  over  an  ex- 
tensive formation  of  chalk,  through  which  a 
channel  or  canal  was  cut,  many  centuries  ago, 
by  the  aborigines.  A  bridge  of  chalk  was 
left  for  the  purpose  of  crossing. 

A  little  further  on,  we  came  to  the  Salinas, 
or  salt  beds.  The  surface  looked  as  if  it  had 
been  boiled  and  suddenly  cooled,  leaving  little 
ridges  running  over  it  in  every  direction.  We 
rode  at  least  a  league  on  the  salt,  when  we 
came  to  a  spot  where  several  men  were  cut- 
ting it  into  cakes  of  about  two  feet  long,  one 
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broad,  and  about  six  inches  thidc.  Where 
the  salt  had  bemi  taken  out»  there  were  ponds 
of  water  of  a  reddish  colour,  and  indeed  the 
whole  may  be  compared  to  a  frozen  lake 
with  holes  cut  into  it.  Although  almost  any 
amount  of  salt  is  obtainable,  the  expense  of 
conveying  it  to  the  coast  is  so  great  that  the 
Salinas  cannot  be  worked  with  profit.  This 
salt,  like  all  that  found  along  the  coast,  is  so 
contaminated  with  nitre,  lime,  and  magnesia, 
that  it  is  unfit  for  preserving  beef  or  any  kind 
of  meat. 

Not  far  from  the  Salinas  is  an  extensive 
sugar  estate,  known  by  the  name  of  Caucata 
Before  the  revolution  it  was  worked  by  twelve 
hundred  slaves,  but  since  that  period  it  has 
gone  almost  to  ruin,  and  the  slaves  are  reduced 
to  less  than  five  hundred,  and  who  are  not  at 
all  subordinate.  There  are  several  mills  upon 
it  for  grinding  the  cane,  which  are  worked 
by  oxen;  the  only  water-mill  is  now  out  of 
repair.  They  were  making  a  brown  sugar,  of 
an  inf^or  quality,  termed  *^  chancaca,"  which 
is  used  in   the  manufacture    of  syrups    and 
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sweetmeats.  The  sugar  of  Peru  is  generally 
put  up  in  large  loaves  of  from  fifty  to  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  and  wrapped  in  flag- 
mats  covered  with  coarse  bagging.  Chile  is 
its  only  foreign  market ;  and  since  the  heavy 
duty  of  three  dollars  the  arroba,  or  twelve 
dollars  the  hundred,  has  been  imposed,  that 
is  destroyed,  and  many  of  the  sugar  estates 
of  Peru  are  consequently  fast  going  to  decay. 
On  this  estate  there  is  also  a  soap  apparatus, 
with  copper  vats,  one  of  which  is  so  large  as 
to  give  800  quintals,  equal  to  80,000  pounds 
of  hard  soap,  at  a  boiling!  It  has  not  been 
in  operation  since  the  revolution. 

The  chief  exports  from  Pisco  are  sugar, 
olives,  dates,  aguardiente,  and  Italia,  a  very 
pure  brandy,  of  a  peculiar  odour  and  flavour, 
resembling  that  of  peach-leaves.  It  takes  its 
name  from  the  grape  from  which  it  is  made. 
The  aguardiente  is  put  up  in  jars  containing 
from  ten  to  twenty  gallons;  of  these  about 
18,000  are  annually  exported  and  consumed 
along  the  coast.  The  country  about  lea,  the 
capital  of  the  province,  yields  some  wine,  but 
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of  a  verj'  indifferent  flavour.  A  duty  of  three 
reales  in  paper*  is  paid  on  every  arroba  of 
spirits  exported,  and  three  reales  in  silver  on 
wine. 

During  our  stay  here,  we  found  the  captain 
of  the  port,  and  indeed  all  those  we  became 
acquainted  with,  very  courteous  and  hospitable. 
The  captain  was  inclined  to  be  intelligent  on 
some   points,  but  prejudiced  and    opinionated 
on  otiiers.     His  family  was  amiable,  and  his 
daughters,  though  living  in  a  one-story  build- 
ing,  with  a  ground-floor,  and  with   no  other 
furniture  than  a  rough  table  and  half  a  dozen 
high-backed  chairs  with  leather  seats,    always 
received    us    kindly,  and    presented   us   with 
flowers,  the  odour  of  which  they  were  careful 
to  enhance  by  sprinkling  them  with  Cologne 
water ! 

At  the  captain's  house  wc  met  an  "  old  Spa- 
niard,''  who  had  resided  a  number  of  years  in 
different  parts  of  Peru,  and  who  was  very  in- 
telligent and  agreeable  in  conversation.  Speak- 
ing of  the  Peruvian  ladies  one  day,  he  said, 
**  that  during  sixteen  years  he  had  not  heard 

*  Customhouse  bonds. 
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of  a  single  happy  marriage  with  foreigners/' 
and  supposed  that  it  arose  from  difference 
of  education.  The  husband  was  annoyed  by 
the  frivolities  and  expensive  amusements  of 
his  wife^  or  by  her  loose  manner  of  conver- 
sation^  for  there  are  few  Limanians  who  are 
not  fond  of  vulgar  allusions  and  broad  jests, 
too  disgusting  to  repeat,  and  some  even  go  so 
far  as  to  enjoy  a  practical  joke  of  the  kind.  But 
he  added,  that  though  the  ladies  were  accused 
of  looseness  of  morals  and  inconstancy,  he  had 
not  known  one  to  go  astray  who  was  united 
to  a  foreigner  of  any  respectability. 

Speaking  with  the  captain  of  the  port  about 
the  political  state  of  the  country,  and  more 
particularly  of  its  relations  with  Bolivia  and 
Chile,  he  observed,  that  he  believed  the  object 
of  the  dissensions  with  Bolivia  was  to  make 
General  Santa  Cruz  President  of  Peru,  for  all 
the  states  of  South  America  looked  towards 
Peru  with  a  jealous  eye,  as  being  the  favour- 
ite child  of  Nature,  abounding  in  capital  and 
mineral  wealth ! 

Not  long  since,  it  was  thought  that  Peru 
could  grow   within  itself  sufficient  wheat  for 

VOL.  II.  T 
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its  own  consumption ;  therefore  a  very  heavy 
duty  was  imposed  upon  that  imported  from 
Chile,  with  the  view  of  encouraging  its  calti* 
vation  at  home.  The  Chilians  hecame  indig* 
nant,  and  reciprocated,  by  imposing  a  duty  of 
twelve  dollars  per  quintal  on  the  importation 
of  Penivian  sugars.  The  Peruvian  Congress 
then  proposed  to  admit  into  their  ports  all 
foreign  vessels  at  reduced  duties,  on  condition 
of  not  touching  previously  in  the  Chilian  ports. 
The  Peruvians  and  Chilians  now  view  eadi 
other  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  mutually  apply 
very  harsh  epithets ;  the  first  say  that  the  lat- 
ter are  a  set  of  savages,  who  were  not  civilized 
till  after  the  revolution,  and  they  are  mean- 
spirited  enough  to  ape  the  English  and  Ame^ 
ricans  in  whatever  they  do  — "  Siendo  In- 
glez  6  Norte  Americano,  basta  para  que  entre 
en  la  socied&d  de  Chile" — "  To  enter  the  society 
of  Chile,  it  is  enough  to  be  an  Englishman  or 
North  American."  The  Chilians  charge  the 
Peruvians  with  ignorance,  immorality,  arro- 
gance, and  want  of  hospitality.  The  Peruvians 
reply,  that  they  cannot  even  speak  Spanish  with 
propriety ;  that  they  are  a  set  of  drawl«s,  ice 
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I  asked  the  captain  of  the  port  if  he  had 
received  the  circular  relative  to  the  post-of&ce» 
which  I  had  seen  at  Islay.  He  said  ''  Yes ;  but 
B8  it  was  promulgated  at  a  time  when  nobody 
ruled  —  when  Bolivar,  Torre  Tagle,  and  Mon- 
teagudoy  were  all  heads  of  the  government,  and 
nobody  subordinate,  and  as  Pisco  was  not  a 
port  of  entry,  he  did  not  trouble  himself  about 
it!- 


T  2 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


GuarmcT.  —  FerroL  —  Samanco.  —  GiMmudmdba. Gmr^ 

Umbo. — ^XcpefijL 

Ox  the  24th  of  April  1833,  we  sailed  from 
Callao,  and  on  the  26th,  at  ten  o'dock^  anchor- 
ed in  the  Bay  of  Guanney.  It  is  a  mere  inden- 
tation of  the  coast ;  and  is  situated  in  ten  de- 
grees and  five  minutes  of  south  latitude,  and 
fifty-nine  and  a  half  minutes  of  longitude  west 
of  Callao.  It  is  of  easy  ingress  and  egress,  and 
the  anchorage  is  said  to  be  good.  The  land  to 
the  southward  is  sterile  and  precipitous.  After 
doubling  round  the  point,  the  eye  is  relieved 
by  an  agreeable  contrast ;  for  then  the  valley 
comes  into  view,  covered  with  the  bright  green 
foliage  of  algarrobo  and  espino  trees,  which 
grow  about  twenty  feet  high.  A  small  rivulet 
empties  into  the  southern  extremity  of  the  bay. 
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where  vessels  may  take  in  a  supply  of  fresh 
water  without  much  difficulty.  The  river  is 
from  three  to  four  feet  deep,  and  about  twenty 
yards  in  breadth.  It  has  several  branches,  some 
of  which  pass  through  beds  of  saline  earths,  or 
salt-licks,  that  yield,  by  lixiviation  and  evapora- 
tion, nitre  and  marine  salt.  The  earth  which 
has  been  lixiviated  and  deprived  of  its  nitre,  is 
exposed  for  a  twelvemonth  to  the  atmosphere, 
and  again  affords  nearly  an  equal  quantity  of 
that  important  article.  The  rationale  of  its 
formation  is  far  ^from  being  satisfactory,  if 
we  are  obliged  to  look  to  animal  remains  for 
the  nitric  add  which  is  contained  in  the  nitre. 
The  original  formation  might  be  attributed 
to  that  cause,  for  the  whole  vicinity  has  been 
formerly  a  cemetery  of  the  aborigines;  but 
how  the  earth,  after  it  has  been  exhausted  of 
nitre,  regains  it  by  simple  exposure  to  the 
air,  is  a  problem  which  I  am  not  prepared 
to  solve. 

The  salt  is  said  to  be  too  strong  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  meat ;  and  sealers  say  that  it 
is  so  caustic  as  to  destroy  the  seal-skins  salted 
with  it.     The  extraction  of  nitre  at  this  place 
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has  been  but  recently  cotntnenced,  but  promiiei 
to  be  a  lucrative  business.  At  present  its  <mly 
market  is  Lima. 

The  chief  export,  after  the  nitre,  is  fire- wood 
(the  espino),  which  is  sold  at  Callao  at  a  doUsr 
per  quintal — at  Guarmey,  it  is  worth  two  reaki 
and  a  half. 

Near  the  beach,  were  lon^  piles  of  wood, 
from  which  two  or  three  small  craft  were  load- 
ing. Two  or  three  ranchos,  of  flag-mats^  were 
the  only  habitaticMis  about  the  laiMling.  The 
town  of  Guarmey  is  about  two  miles  from  the 
bay,  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  thickly  growing 
forest  of  espino  and  algarrobo  trees.  A  single 
broad  street,  kept  remarkably  clean^  forms  the 
village ;  the  houses  are  constructed  of  flag-mats^ 
or  reeds,  plastered  over  with  mud  ;  the  chapd, 
which  stands  at  one  end  of  the  street,  and  two 
or  three  dwellings,  are  built  of  adobes.  As  we 
walked  through  the  town,  the  children  that 
were  sprawling  about,  or  playing,  got  up  and 
gazed  at  us,  either  with  the  thumb  stuck  in  the 
mouth,  or  twirling  their  hands  behind  them ; 
the  women,  whose  ugliness  was  remarkable^ 
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OBme  to  the  doon ;  and  at  least  fifty  lank  and 
worthless  curs  broke  the  silence  by  theur  at- 
tacks upon  us.  The  whole  place  had  an  air  of 
oodness  and  cleanliness^  that  are  unusual  in  the 
small  towns  along  the  coast,  for  every  house 
was  very  nicely  whitewashed.  Guarmey  con- 
tains about  three  hundred  inhabitants,  all  of 
whom  are  Indians  or  Sambos,  with  the  excep- 
ticm  of  a  dozen  Whites.    The  only  foreigners 

are  General  E ,  with  three  or  four  men, 

asasting  him  in  his  nitre-works. 

So  soon  as  we  anchored,  I  landed,  in  com- 
pany with  Lieutenant  A——.  We  followed 
the  stream,  and  one  or  two  of  its  branches, 
crossed  some  lagoons,  shooting  ducks  and  water- 
bens  as  we  proceeded.  We  saw,  during  our 
walk,  a  small  flock  of  flamingoes,  whose  fea- 
thers were  unusually  deep-coloured  and  bril- 
liant. 

On  our  way  along  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
rivul^  we  came  upon  two  Indians,  catching 
^  camar6nes,"  or  prawns ;  each  was  armed  with 
a  small  hoop-net,  which  they  swept  under  the 
bank,  and  scooped  out  from  two  to  twenty  at  a 
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time.  Their  trousers  were  rolled  above  the 
knee,  and  they  waded  through  the  water  widi 
the  least  noise  possible. 

^V  little  further  on,  we  met  an  old  Indisn 
carrying  a  rude  iron  axe  upon  his  shoulder.  He 
saluted  us  with  a  smiling  face;  and  halting 
IcM^ked  at  our  guns  with  an  expression  of  curiosi- 
ty. He  directed  us  with  his  hand  to  a  branch  of 
the  stream  where  we  would  find  plenty  of  game; 
for  which  kindness  we  gave  him  a  porter  bot- 
tle that  we  had  just  emptied,  an  article,  in  this 
|)art  of  the  world,  not  easily  procured  by  the 
lower  classes ;  gourds  of  different  forms  being 
dried,  and  used  as  substitutes.  ''  Dios  le  pague, 
mi  patron !"— "  May  God  pay  you,  my  patron  T 
said  he,  when  he  received  it,  with  an  inclina- 
tion of  the  head. 

\\*'e  c*ontinued  on  our  course,  and  he  turn- 
ed upon  his  heel,  and,  in  our  company,  retrod 
the  path  which  he  had  just  traversed.  He 
made  mnny  inquiries  about  the  guns,  and  was 
very  curious  in  examining  the  percussion  locks 
and  caps.  Presently  he  disappeared,  but  soon 
returned  with  a  large  gourd  of  chicha,  which 
wc  found  very  acceptable,  and  quite  as  excel- 
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lent  as  we  were  led  by  fame  to  expect  the 
ehicha  of  Guarmey  to  be. 

After  we  had  done  honour  to  his  gourd  in 
deep  potations,  he  led  us  to  a  spot  where  the 
sand  had  formed  a  flat  in  the  river,  which  was 
shaded  by  rocks  and  trees.  Two  women  were 
seated  on  the  bank,  preparing  prawns  for  a  meal ; 
they  took  ofi*  the  shell,  and  threw  them  into 
a  gourd;  a  plentiful  supply  of  lime-juice  was 
squeezed  over  them,  and  some  salt,  which  was 
broken  from  its  bed  not  far  ofi^,  was  then  added. 
In  the  mean  time,  a  young  man  was  upon  his 
hands  and  knees,  blowing  a  fire  made  of  fag- 
gots, to  heat  some  stones,  which  were  to  be 
thrown  amongst  the  **  camarbnes,"  to  cook 
them.  Besides  this  dish,  they  had  a  quantity 
of  small  dried  fish,  and  a  gourd  of  **  mat6,'' 
and  several  of  ehicha. 

After  taking  a  second  potation  of  ehicha, 
and  leaving  them  a  small  gratification,  we  left 
this  pic-nie  party,  and  followed  the  path  to- 
wards the  town,  which,  however,  we  lost  in  the 
sand,  and  ascended  a  high  sandy  hill,  from 
whose  summit,  where  there  are  some  Indian 
ruins,    after  some   difficulty  we  descried  the 
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village,  almost  hiddeo  in  trees,  and  after  a  teil- 
some  walk  succeeded  in  reaching  it*  though  we 
were  near  passing  it  when  not  more  than  s 
hundred  yards  off!     W^e   stopped   in  a  smifl 
pulperia,  where  we  found  a  quantity  of  oew 
cheeses  hung  up  over-head,  and  a  supply  d 
pisco,  bread,  and  chicha.      Havin^^  refiesbed 
ourselves  with  these,  and  well  pleased  with  the 
hospitality  of  the  old  woman   who  kept  the 
shop,  we  returned  on  board   with   our  gam^ 
bags  filled  with  ducks,  water-hens,   and  wild 
pigeons. 

Not  far  from  the  landing,  are  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  fortress ;  and  in  fact  the  valley  is  crossed 
by  the  vestiges  of  a  wall,  which  it  is  supposed 
was  built  by  the  Grand  Chimu  in  his  last  war 
with  the  Incas.  This  war,  which  was  one  of 
religion,  ended  in  the  complete  subjugation  of 
the  empire  of  that  valiant  chief. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  we  again  weighed 
anchor,  and  set  sail  for  the  bay  of  Samanco; 
but  passed  it  at  night ;  and,  about  ten  o'clock 
the  next  morning,  anchored  in  the  bay  of 
Ferrol.  This  bay  is  two  leagues  from  Santa, 
and    about   five   from    the   port  of  Samanco. 
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Fcnol  1ft  a  beautiful  bay,  completely  shut  in  by 
two  or  three  rocky  islands  at  its  mouth,  and  is 
about  serai  miles  long  and  four  broad.  At  its 
Bortfaem  extremity  is  a  small  Indian  village, 
containing  about  five  hundred  inhabitants, 
called  Chimbote;  and  also  several  springs  of 
fireah  water,  accessible  to  boats,  for  watering 
diips. 

The  bay  is  only  visited  by  sealers,  and  occa- 
sionally by  smugglers.  The  rocks,  during  cer- 
tain seasons,  are  completely  covered  with  seals, 
which  are  taken  in  great  numbers.  The 
southern  extremity  is  separated  from  that  of 
Samanoo  by  a  flat  neck  of  sand,  about  three 
quArters  of  a  mile  wide,  extending  from  the 
main  to  a  large  morro  or  headland,  forming  in 
part  the  northern  cape  of  Samanco.  Ferrol 
bay  is  in  9""  7'  south  latitude,  and  78^  8'  west 
longitude.  The  extent  of  the  bay  of  Samanco, 
which  is  not  laid  down  on  the  charts,  is  as  ex- 
tensive as  that  of  Ferrol,  but  not  so  smooth, 
nor  so  well  defended  from  the  sea.  Fire-wood, 
sugar,  and  rice  are  carried  in  small  coasting 
vessels  to  the  Lima  market,  but  even  this  trade 
is  very  limited. 
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We  left  the  ship  ahout  eleven  o'dock,  and 
pulled  to  the  southern  end  of  the  bay,  distant 
about  three    miles    from   the  -anchorage,  and 
dragged  the    boat   across  the  sand,  which  «e 
found  covered  with  dead  sheUs,  and  hone*  <» 
marine  animals.      Alarmed  by  oar  lantog,  • 
very  large  flock  of  flamingoes  rose,  and  ssaled 
away  through    the   air  with  an  infin^**  P"* 
while  a  party    of    buzzards,  less  titnid,  ody 
moved  off  a    few    yards,   and,  when  we  hsfl 
passed,  returned  to  their  carrion  fess** 

Our  boat  being  launched  on  the  paters  rf 

Samanco,  we  pulled  across  to  what  is  t*™^ 

the  port,  a  distance  of   at  least  seven  miles. 

When   near   the    beach,    we   perceived »  H 

rancho,  built  a  few  yards  from  the  water,  on  a 

knoll  of  sand,  which  is  in  a  kind  of  g(»«efonB- 

ed  by  high  rocks  rising  on  either  side    Several 

dogs  ran  out  and  set  up  a  loud  barking,  st  le«»t 

ten  minutes  before  we  reached  the  shore.    On 

the  beach  were  several  pieces  of  iron  machinay, 

and  a  sun-dried  boat.      Our  boat  was  drawn  up 

«•  high  and  dry,"  and  the  oars.  &c  carried  to 

the  rancho  and  deposited. 

The  front  of  the  rancho,  which  is  about  ten 
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feet  wide,  was  sheltered  from  the  sun  by  the 
roof  projecting  in  advance  of  the  wall,  forming 
a  kind  of  corridor.  The  whole  was  built  of 
cane  and  flags  or  bulrushes.  Beneath  this 
shade  we  met  an  elderly  woman,  of  the  sambo 
caste,  in  a  culioo  gown.  Panchita,  as  she  is 
called,  was  seated  on  a  low  stool,  shelling  com, 
and  at  the  same  time  quieting  a  young  child 
extended  in  her  lap.  On  her  right  was  a  shelf 
or  counter,  filled  with  bottles  of  aguardiente, 
gourds  of  chicha,  and  some  cheese  and  onions ; 
on  her  left,  were  overturned  gourds  of  different 
sizes,  and  several  cats  and  dogs  lying  together 
in  familiar  confusion.  On  one  corner  of  the 
counter  was  the  "  Guia  de  los  Fieles" — "  Guide 
of  the  Faithful** — and  a  mutilated  copy  of  the 
incomparable  Adventures  of  Don  Quixote,  that 
in  appearance  had  been  very  frequently  thumbed. 
The  interior  of  this  dwelling  was  small,  and 
apparently  comfortless.  In  one  comer  was  a 
bedf  in  which  one  of  Panchita*s  two  sons  was 
lying  sick  with  a  disease  of  the  skin. 

Though  the  widow  Panchita  was  so  nearly 
alone,  she  replied  quietly  to  our  salutation, 
while  she  continued  her  employment,  nor  did 
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she  evince  the  least  surprise  at  our  visit.    We 

had  a  letter  for  a  Mr.  C ^ ,  and  we  inquired 

the  way  of  leaebkig  that  gentleman^s  hadAida, 
or  estate.  She  told  us,  that  Guacatambo,  the 
name  of  the  had6nda,  was  at  least  three  leagues 
distant,  and  she  had  no  ^b6stias*,to  hire,  nor 
had  she  anybody  to  send  to  the  estate  to  bring 
us  horses.  We  suggested,  that  the  boy,  Jacinto, 
who  was  standing  by,  might  go  on  the  ^  biiiro*' 
that  was  tethered  before  the  door,  amuring  him- 
sdf  with  a  bundle  of  grass ;  but  Panchita  said, 
that  Jacinto  was  the  only  aid  she  had;  and  added, 
that  we  might  get  horses  at  Guambadio,  which 
was  only  a  league  and  a  half  off,  and  that  we 
might  walk  there  in  a  little  while.  After  some 
persuasion,  she  consented  that  Jacinto  should 
mount  the  donkey  and  act  as  our  guide;  which 
the  little  fellow  seemed  right  glad  to  do. 

We  acted  on  the  widow's  suggestion,  and  the 
whole  party,  boat's  crew  and  all,  set  off  for  the 
pueblo  of  Guambacho.  The  sub  was  power- 
fully hot,  and  the  road  deep  in  sand,  which 
increased  the  beat  by  its  reflecti(ml  The  coun- 
try is  Wild  and  uncultivated,  covered  with  thorn- 
bushes  and  a  few  algarrobo-trees. 
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We  found  the  distance  a  long  league  and  a 
half,  and  indeed  we  were  afterwards  informed 
that  it  rather  exceeded  two.  When  we  entered 
Guambadio,  the  whole  pueblo  was  assembled 
at  one  rancho,  drinking  chicha  and  making 
merry,  because  it  was  Sunday.  The  houses,  or 
rather  ranchos,  are  some  six  or  eight  in  number, 
and  the  whole  population  cannot  exceed  fifty 
souls.  The  men  had  drunk  enough  to  make 
their  speech  a  little  thick,  and  to  enlarge  their 
hearts.  The  women  were  less  affected  by  the 
drink,  and  all  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome.  We 
made  known  our  desire  to  hire  horses  for  Guaca- 
tambo,  which  they  told  us  was  about  a  league 
distant,  but  all  said  there  were  no  horses  to  be 
had«  There  were  two  horses  and  a  mule  stand- 
ing by  the  rancho,  and  one  of  the  men  said 
he  would  hire  his  animal  for  four  reales,  a 
second  offered  his  for  six,  but  a  third  declared 
that  he  would  not  let  his  animal  go  for  less  than 
a  dollar,  and  at  last  refused  to  hire  the  beast  for 
any  consideration  whatever.  All  at  once  he 
had  business  on  his  chacra,  and  must  be  off,  but 
at  last  agreed  to  accompany  us  to  the  hacidnda. 
The  sailors  were  to  remain  at  Guambacho,  and 
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make  out  the  best  way  they  could.  Our  part}- 
consisted  of  three ;  but  the  owners  of  the  ^  b6s- 
tias'*  would  not  consent  to  trust  the  animals  to 
our  care,  and  insisted  upon  accompanying  us. 
A  small  boy  was  mounted  behind  Lieutenant 

D ,  and  a  man  behind  Mr.  B ,  who 

was  on  the  mule  without  a  saddle ;  I  was  on  a 
horse,  with  a  youth  named  Manuel  seated  be- 
hind me  on  a  pillion. 

While  we  were  bargaining  for  the  horses,  we 
inquired  for  the  alcalde,  with  the  view  of  en- 
listing his  services  in  our  favour.  An  old  In- 
dian, in  his  shirt-sleeves,  secured  at  the  wrists 
with  silver  buttons,  seated  in  the  group,  was 
pointed  out  by  one  of  the  party  as  the  person 
inquired  for ;  he  arose  on  being  addressed,  and 
acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  alcalde,  but 
regretted  very  much  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  force  the  owners  to  hire  their  horses, 

unless  we   had   *' un  papel   del   gobierno" a 

paper  from  the  government ;  in  that  case  he 
would  furnish  as  many  horses  as  might  be  de- 
sired; but  he  doubted  whether  we  could  do 
better  than  take  up  with  the  "  bestias"  before 
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US,  because  he  did  not  think  there  were  any 
more  in  the  "  pueblo." 

Manuel,  who  was  behind  me,  was  a  light 
young  man,  of  a  copper-coloured  complexion. 
His  eyes  were  black,  but  lacklustre;  and  his 
whole  form  promised  great  activity,  for,  though 
small,  his  limbs  were  well-proportioned.  He 
wore  a  white  shirt  and  trowsers,  and  a  straw  hat, 
which  were  all  extremely  degenerated  in  colour 
by  dirt.  When  talking,  he  was  perfectly  non- 
chalant, and  his  countenance  at  no  time  betrayed 
anything  like  emotion  or  feeling  of  any  kind ; 
his  face  was  as  expressionless  as  parchment. 

We  set  off,  but  had  not  ridden  more  than 
a  hundred  yards,  before  the  mule  kicked  up 
and  threw  both  riders  to  the  ground,  and  trotted 
away  into  the  bushes,  to  the  infinite  amusement 

of  our  friends  at  the  rancho.     Mr.  B then 

got  up  behind  our  third  companion,  after  mak- 
ing the  boy  dismount. 

After  riding  about  a  mile,  bewailing  our  ill 

accommodation,  Mr.  B asked  Manuel  for 

his  pillion.     "  En  que  voy  yo  puez  ? — On  what 
shall  I  go  then  ?"  asked  Manuel  in  return. 

VOL.  II.  u 
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<"  Why,  ride  on  the  hare  hack,  as  I  do!" 
"  Y  como  voy  yo  gustannelo  mejor  que  V"*-  ? 
— How  am  I  going  to  like  that  better  than 
you?" 
**  But  my  pantaloons  will  he  soiled." 
**  Y  tamhien  los  mios— y  que  me  importa  k 
mi  si  se  ensucien  los  pantalones  de  V°^  o'  no? 
— And  mine  too— -and  what  is  it  t6  me  whe- 
ther your  pantaloons  are  soiled  or   not  ?" — So 
Manuel  remained  ohstinate^  and  my  friend  was 
compelled  to  ride  on. 

Guacatambo  was  reached  after  a  ride  of  a 
league  through  bushes  and  stunted  algarroho- 
trees.  We  found  a  single  house,  built  of 
adobes,  standing  in  a  barren  spot,  with  two  or 
three  common  ranchos  near.  A  number  of 
dogs,  some  pointers,  hounds,  and  degenerate 
curs,  came  forward  to  meet  us.  The  ''mayor- 
domo/'  almost  as  immovable  as  Manuel  him- 
self, and  three  or  four  slaves,  were  sitting,  or 
rather  sprawling,  before  the  door  in  idleness. 
Amongst  them  was  a  sprightly  Mulatto,  from 

whom  we  learned  that   Mr.  C was  "  en  la 

sierra" — in  the  mountains — and  that  the  horses 
were  all  "  en  el  monte"  (a  common,  thickly  over- 


GUACATAMBO.  891 

grown  with  bushes  and  small  trees).  Disap* 
pcmited  hi  gettmg  horses  here,  we  appealed  to 
Manuel,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  to 
accompany  us  to  Nepena,   but  in  vain.     Mr. 

B said  he  would  keep  the  other  horse,  to 

which  Manuel  made  no  objection,  but  replied, 
••  Entonces  me  voy — then  I  am  going  ;*•  and, 
widking  his  horse  up  to  where  the  other  was^ 
standing,  struck  it  so  smartly  with  the  plaited 
end  of  his  bridle,  that  Manuel  and  both  horses 
went  off  at  full  gallop,  leaving  us  to  get  back 
the  best  way  we  could.  Though  exercised  at 
our  expense,  we  could  not  but  laugh  at  the  dex- 
tsrity  of  Manuel,  who  shouted  from  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  as  he  disappeared,  **  Adios !  Ca- 
bfeUetoS  adios  !'' 

It  was  near  sunset,  and  we  began  to  think 
seriously  of  eating,  but  on  requesting  the 
«<  may ordomo^  to  give  us  some  bread  and  cheese, 
he  replied,  **  Pan  no  hay,  mi  patr6n — there  is 
no  bread,  my  patron."  Disappointed  in  this, 
we  found  in  one  of  the  ranchos  a  copper  pan, 
half  full  of  broiled  ribs  of  pork,  and  a  gourd  of 
boiled  com,  which  the  slaves  had  prepared  for 
their  suppers;  w.e  partook   of  the  food   thus 

u  2 
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thrown  in  our  way,  and,  when  our  appetites 
were  appeased,  the  Mulatto  Inought  us  aniinab 
to  proceed  to  Nepeiia,  whither  he  volunteered 
to  be  our  guide. 

It  was  dark  when  we  mounted  on  two  don- 
keys and  a  mule,  the  guide  riding  with  me  on 
the  latter  animal.  The  road  or  path  wound  in 
almost  every  direction  through  a  **  monte^** 
sometimes  plunging  into  dose  thickets,  and 
again  emerging  into  open  spots,  with  here  and 
there  a  lone  algarrobo,  or  thorn-bush,  that  cast 
a  long  shade  over  the  ground,  as  the  moon  was 
just  rising.  The  distance  is  two  leagues ;  and 
it  was  nine  o'clock  when  we  entered  the  streets 
of  the  village  of  Nepena. 

When  we  rode  into  the  plaza,  everything 
was  still  save  a  party  of  men  and  women  who 
were  singing  and  dancing  to  the  tinkling  of  a 
guitar  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  square.  The 
moon  was  shining  clear  and  bright.  We  alight^ 
ed  at  the  house  of  the  curate,  for  whom  we  had 
a  letter  of  introduction,  but  he  was  not  at  home. 
Several  persons  came  forward  to  see  us,  and  we 
learned  with  satisfaction  from  one  of  them  that 
Mr.   C had  returned  the  previous  even- 
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iDg  firom  the  **  derra/'  He  soon  made  his  ap- 
pearance, and  carried  us  off  to  the  house  of  his 
friend  Don  Jos^  Manuel,  where  we  were  re- 
ceived with  the  kindest  hospitality.  Don  Jos6 
was  engaged  at  a  game  of  **  solas"  with  two  or 
three  friends ;  his  lady  and  some  of  her  female 
acquaintances  were  chatting  under  the  corridor 
in  front  of  the  house. 

We  were  quickly  supplied  with  the  means 
of  ablution  and  abstersion,  though  we  had  no 
handmaiden  to  perform  for  us  these  agreeable 
operations.  A  plentiful  supper  of  steaks  and 
eggs  was  spread  for  us,  and  in  consideration  of 
our  fatigue  we  were  permitted  to  retire  early. 

The  next  morning  we  walked  over  the  whole 
pueblo  before  breakfast,  and  afterwards  con- 
versed for  an  hour  or  two  over  our  cigars  with 
our  host  in  the  corridor. 

Don  Jos6  was  a  man  of  good  sense  and  con- 
siderable reading,  and  possessed  of  a  fund  of 
entertaining  anecdotes.  Speaking  of  politics, 
and  the  state  of  Peru,  he  observed, "  The  morale 
of  the  mass  is  not  suited  for  a  republican  form 
of  government.  We  want  a  Frederick  II.,  or 
a  Napoleon  ;  you  were  happy  in  having  Wash- 
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ington  amongst  you.  The  Pmidents  of  tibe 
United  States  have  always  retiied  from  office 
poorer  than  when  they  were  elected.  Our  Pie- 
sidents  and  their  officers  think  only  of  eniicb- 
ing  themselves.  The  army  is  a  sort  of  parasite 
to  the  body  of  the  people,  and  the  otRoen  of  it 
are  constantly  striving  to  destroy  each  other. 
The  lieutenant  is  opposed  to  the  captain ;  the 
captain  to  the  major ;  the  major  to  the  colond ; 
the  colonel  to  the  general,  and  the  general  to 
the  president.  All  cry  *  libertad  y  la  patria, 
y  no  piensan  en  mas  que  agarrar' — liber^  and 
the  country,— and  they  only  think  of  grasping^ 
This  expression  was  accompanied  with  a  ges- 
ture more  expressive  than  his  words,  his  hand 
being  spread  out  like  the  claw  of  a  bird,  and 
gradually  closed  as  he  drew  it  through  the  air. 
He  added,  '<  Los  que  hablan  de  la  patria,  son 

los    picaros  mas    grandes  en  el  Peru Those 

who  talk  of  the  country  are  the  greatest  romies 
in  Peru." 

While  we  were  conversing,  the  lady  of  Don 
Jos6  was  engaged  in  a  small  ti6nda  or  shop 
selling  various  articles  of  dry-goods  to  the 
people  of  the  place.    Even  by  the  most  wealthy 


THE  CURATE  OF  NEPENA.       S95 

in  Peru,  the  keeping  a  tidnda  is  not  deemed  to 
be  derogatory  to  their  dignity  or  standing  in 
society.  Don  Jos^  is  master  of  three  hundred 
daves  and  a  sugar  estate,  and  is  estimated  to  be 
worth  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

About  eleven  o'dock  we  visited  the  curate. 
He  was  swinging  in  a  hammock  of  Guayaquil 
grass,  and  smoking  a  cigar.  He  received  us 
very  cordially,  and  after  offering  us  Italia  and 
cigars,  at  once  entered  upon  the  subject  of 
politics.  He  read  us  a  representation  that  he 
bad  just  made  to  the  President^  setting  forth 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  annexing  Nepena 
and  its  vicinity  to  the  province  of  Chancay ;  or, 
in  case  this  proposition  should  not  be  approved, 
to  appoint  a  prefect  to  rule  over  it,  and  allow 
it  a  representative  in  CcHigress.  He  assured  us, 
that  the  alcaldes  were  so  linked  with  the  people, 
dther  by  interest,  relationship,  or  friendship, 
that  it  was  next  to  an  impossibility  to  obtain 
justice  at  their  hands.  From  the  conduct  of 
the  alcalde  at  Guambacho,  I  am  disposed  u> 
think  his  observation  correct. 

The  curate  had  been  a  chaplain  in  the  artny, 
both  with  Bolivar  and  General  Gamarra,  and 
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seemisd  therefore  unwilling  to  express  himself 
freely  as  to  the  probable  result  of  the  poiding 
election.  He  said  that  General  Gamarra  had 
been  his  friend,  and  had  rendered  him  essential 
services.  ''  A  man/'  said  he,  **  should  wait  tiU 
office  seek  him,  and  not  seek  office :  Greneral 
Gamarra  was  called  by  the  voice  of  the  people, 
and  now  the  voice  of  the  people  seems  to  be 
calling  on  General  Riva  Aguero;  and  if  he  suc- 
ceed to  the  presidency,  it  would  be  useless  fior 
me,  with  my  single  arm,  to  oppose  him  because 
he  is  not  my  friend — my  duty  is  to  obey." 

He  opened  the  churdi,  and  took  to  himself 
great  crcdit  for  its  cleanliness,  and  the  improve- 
ments which  he  had  made.  The  dmrch  is 
smdl,  very  plain,  and  contains  nothing  worthy 
of  notice.  The  curate's  house,  adjoining  to  it, 
is  of  one  story,  and  built  of  adobes ;  it  has  a 
ground  floor,  and  is  furnished  with  a  rough 
table  and  a  few  rude  high-backed  chairs. 

While  on  our  visit,  the  worthy  father  re- 
ceived a  note,  and  a  pair  of  large  gold  buckles 
ivrapt  in  paper.  He  said  that  they  were  sent 
with  the  governor's  compliments,  to  see  whether 
one  of  us  would  not  purchase  them.     We  de- 


RETURN  ON   BOARD.  297 

dined,  observing  that  they  were  too  large  for 
our  fashions.  He  replied,  that  we  could  not  do 
better  than  purchase  them,  as  he  would  dispose 
of  than  cheap,  and  that  we  might  sell  them 
again  in  Lima  to  great  advantage  ! 

Nepena  is  a  small  village  of  ranchos,  built 
of  mats  and  canes,  and  about  a  dozen  adobe 
houses.  Its  population  is  estimated  at  fifteen 
hundred.  The  country  around  is  watered  by 
the  river  Guambacho  and  its  branches.  Sugar, 
rice,  and  maize  are  its  chief  products. 

At  one  o'clock  we  again  mounted,  and  re- 
turned to  our  boat  by  a  shorter  road  than  that 
we  had  travelled.  The  boat's  crew  had  return- 
ed from  Guambacho  in  the  morning.  They 
reported  that  they  had  great  difficulty  to  get 
anything  to  eat  in  the  pueblo,  and  that  there 
was  a  strong  disposition  manifested  to  impose 
upon  them,  and  cheat  them  of  their  money. 
According  to  their  account,  the  widow  Pan- 
chita  was  the  only  lady  in  the  country. 

About  half  past  five  o'clock  we  launched  our 
boat,  and,  after  a  long  and  tedious  pull  outside 
of  the  promontory  that  separates  the  two  bays, 
we  got  on  board. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Santa. — Bathing.— Hospitality* — The  Lagoons. — ^Don  Jos£. 

A  prison  scene. — ^An  execution. 

At  one  o'clock,  p.m.,  on  the  7th  of  March 
1883,  we  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Santa. 

We  landed,  and  walked  along  the  shores 
stopping  at  the  different  ranchos,  (only  aix  in 
all,)  constructed  by  hanging  flag-mats  on  poles, 
forming  a  square  divided  into  two  or  three 
apartments.  In  one  we  found  the  curate  of 
Santa,  attended  by  his  mistress,  a  comely  girl, 
of  an  Indian  caste,  and  about  eighteen  years 
old.  The  padre  was  a  short,  stout  tnan,  with  a 
round  face  and  jaundiced  eye.  He  told  us 
that  he  had  been  suffering  for  a  long  time 
with  the  "  tertiana,"  or  intermittent  fever,  and 
had  been  recommended  sea-bathing  as  a  dernier 
resort  for  his  cure !    This  is  not  the  only  in- 
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stance  that  has  oome  in  my  way,  of  the  priests 
violating  their  vows  of  celibacy. 

About  half  a  mile  from  the  usual  landing- 
place  were  two  ranchos,  occupied  by  families 
who  had  taken  up  a  temporary  abode  for  the 
advantage  of  sea-bathing  in  the  cases  of  some 
of  their  members.  Several  females  were  bath- 
ing; and  as  they  sprung  up  to  avoid  the 
rolling  in  of  the  surf,  they  gave  way  to  the 
hilarity  of  youth  on  a  narrow  escape,  or  they 
plunged  into  it,  and  again  emerged,  like  Venus 
of  old,  from  the  froth  of  the  sea,  in  all  thdr 
beau^.  The  youngest  of  the  five  bathers  was 
a  littile  girl,  but  eight  years  old,  entirely  naked, 
plunging  and  sporting  in  the  breakers,  with 
her  long  hair  floating  down  her  back.  The 
symmetry  and  taumure  of  her  little  person  were 
perfect.  The  next  was  thirteen,  and  had  so 
far  advanced  into  womanhood,  as  to  conceal 
the  lower  part  of  her  person  in  a  petticoat. 
Her  bosom  was  bare,  white^  and  rounded, 
and  made  her  represent  more  years  than  she 
possessed.  The  third  was  a  matron  of  some 
twenty  summers;  her  person  was  hidden  in 
a  calico  dress,  which  was  rent,  and  permitted 
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the  eye  to  discover  at  a  glance  the  beauty  d 
her  bust.  The  other  two  were  much  further 
advanced  in  life,  and  attracted  but  little  of 
our  attention. 

An  elderly  lady  sat  upon  the  bank,  smiling 
at  the  pranks  of  her  sporting  family,  surround- 
ed by  half-a-dozen  lean,  lazy  curs.     The  father 
was  a  long  man,  of  about  forty  years  old,  with 
a  grizzled  beard  of  a  week's  growth.     He  wore 
a  poncho  and  a  straw   hat.     When  we  came 
up,  he  was  seated  in  front  of  the  rancho,  si- 
lent and  reflecting ;  and  near  him  a  half-dozen 
slattern,  barefoot,   half-dressed  black  wenches 
were  preparing  dinner.     He  came  forward  and 
saluted  us:  seeing  our  attention  directed  to- 
wards the   bathers,   he  ordered  chairs  to   the 
bank,  and  invited  us  to  be  seated.     We  soon 
entered  into  familiar  conversation,  and  though 
we  were  total  strangers,  and  foreigners  to  boot, 
not  one  of  the  party  appeared  to  be  the  least 
geni ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  never  seen  these  peo- 
ple, under  any  circumstances,  the  least  embar* 
rassed  by  the  sudden  appearance  of  strangers 
amongst  them.      The  young   maids  did   not 
abate  one  jot  of  their  mirth,  nor  endeavour  to 
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avdid  oor  gaze.  The  old  lady  and  gentleman 
seemed  pleased  with  the  scene,  and  the  first 
laughed  heartily  whenever  her  daughters  were 
buried  in  the  sea. 

After  twenty  minutes,  we  walked  about  a 
hundred  yards  further  on,  where  there  was  a 
group  seated  on  the  shingle  bank,  and  near 
the  last  rancho.  Two  old  men  were  reclin- 
ing on  the  stones,  and  a  middle-aged  woman 
was  sitting  upon  a  pillion.  She  was  of  an 
Indian  caste,  and  possessed  a  smiling,  good- 
humoured  face.  One  old  man,  who  was  dress- 
ed in  a  rusty,  snufif-coloured  suit,  had  a  bald 
crown,  fringed  round  with  a  light  growth  of 
silyery  hair.  Time  had  made  some  inroads 
upon  his  sun-burnt  cheek,  but  his  eye  was 
still  bright  and  expressive  of  good-nature  and 
kindness  of  heart.  His  companion  was  some 
years  younger.  His  dress  was  a  blue  jacket 
and  trowsers ;  the  latter  were  of  rather  stinted 
longitude,  but  sat  close  to  his  well-proportioned 
leg;  his  vest  was  striped,  and  secured  by  a 
single  button.  A  bottle-nose  and  a  pair  of 
twinkling  eyes  evinced  the  remains  of  humour. 
He  had  been  evidently  a  hon^vivant^  and  was 
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doing  penance,  perhaps,  far  the  indiBGretioM  of 
youth. 

When  we  drew  near,  the  elder  hdy  boired 
her  head  and  smiled  ;  and  both  the  gendonen 
raised  their  hats,  and  saluted  us  with  ''  Buenas 
dias,  Caballeros,"  without  changing  their  poff- 
tion  in   any  manner.      The  bam^immt  invited 
us  to  be  seated,  sayinia^,   "  though  the  stona 
are  not  the  softest,  yet  we  share  what  we  have." 
We  complied,  and  offered  cigars  to  our  new 
acquaintances ;  the  lady,  and  the  gentleman  in 
the  snufi-coloured  suit,  took  one  each,  but  the 
ban^vivant  moved  his  finger  before  his^face,  from 
side  to  side,  saying  '<  No,  muchas  gracias,  me 
hace  daiio  ahora — No,  I  thank  you,  it  is  inju- 
rious to  me  now." 

As  is  usual,  we  commenced  the  conversation 
with  remarks  upon  the  weather,  the  pleasant 
situation  of  the  rancho  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  sea-breeze,  and  its  convenience  for  bathing. 
The  man  in  blue  saw  that  we  looked  towards 
the  bathers,  and  assenting  to  our  remark,  ob- 
served, **  Pero  esas  son  jovenes  y  no  valen 
nada,*'  and  expressed  by  a  look  all  that  his 
words  did  not  convey.     He  admired  our  ship. 
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and  inquixed  whether  there  was  not  a  general 
impatience  amongst  those  liying  on  board  to 
get  <m  shore  immediately  after  arriving  in  port. 
He  dwelt  upon  the  pleasures  of  the  land  after 
being  at  sea,  and  thought  that  it  must  be  de* 
ligbtful  to  arrive  at  a  great  city  like  Lima, 
where  there  were  so  many  amusements, — the 
opera,  the  bull-bait,  the  cock- pit,  the  terttilias, 
**  en  fin,  cuanto  hay  para  distra^rse, — in  fine, 
everything  to  distract  one  from  care."  He 
added,  that  he  had  been  there  the  last  year, 
during  the  gay  season,  and  had  won  something 
at  ChoriUos.  ''  To  anchor  in  a  place  like  Santa," 
he  continued,  *^  in  these  days,  when  it  is  '  triste,' 
and  the  place  so  in  ruins,  is  not  so  pleasing — it 
is  not  as  it  was  before  it  was  destroyed  by 
George  Anson  and  Cochrane" — and  he  express- 
ed something  more  by  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders, 
whicht  however,  it  is  impossible  to  interpret. 
He  told  us  that  he  came  from  a  place  seventy 
league  in  the  interior,  and  spoke  in  enthusias- 
tic terms  of  the  richness  of  its  soil  and  its  pro- 
ducts. 

At  this  moment,  two  girls,  who  had  been 
bathing,  came  dripping  from  the  sea ;  one,  less 
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dian  tan  yean  <dd,  was  entirdy  naked;  the 
other»  about  thirteen,  who  was  in  a  cotton 
dress,  smiled,  and  saluted  us  with  an  indina- 
tion  of  the  head,  and  hastily  threw  a  wooUen 
poncho  over  her  shoulders.  The  younger  one 
hung  down  her  head,  and,  by  her  averted  face 
and  8ide4ong  gait,  evinced  a  degree  of  modesty 
at  thus  appearing  before  strangers  in  a  state 
of  nudity.  The  hom-vhamt  laughed,  and  said, 
^  Que !  tu  no  tienes  nada  que  tapar — si  fuistes 
hombre,  entonces  si." — The  little  girl,  howeva-/ 
did  not  agree  with  him,  and  glided  behind  hex 
sister  in  the  poncho,  and  soon  slipped  on  her 
dress. 

A  Negress  now  announced  dinner,  and  the 
good  people  invited  us  to  join  them ;  but,  being 
past  our  dining  hour,  we  declined;  we  took 
seats,  however,  in  front  of  the  rancho. 

A  table,  about  two  feet  square,  and  a  foot 
and  a  half  high,  was  placed  under  the  shade  of 
the  projecting  roof.  It  was  covered  with  a 
white  doth,  and  laid  with  several  silver  plates, 
and  heavy  forks  and  spoons  of  the  same  metaL 
The  pillions  were  spread  round,  and  the  good 
people  seated  themselves  upon  them.     Accord- 
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iDg  to  th^  general  customs,  a  large  dish  was  set 
in  the  centre  of  the  table,  from  which  every 
one  helped  himself.  The  first  was  of  boiled 
beef,  dressed  with  a  salad  of  tomatoes  and 
onions*  A  variety  of  dishes  succeeded  it  in 
tum^  amongst  which  were  rice,  quinoa,  and 
potatoes,  dressed  with  aji,  which  is  one  of  those 
common  mixtures  termed  picantes;  this  one  is 
termed  **  papas  con  aji.'* 

The  children  were  seated  round  a  pillion ;  in 
its  centre  was  placed  a  silver  plate,  out  of 
whicdi  they  fed  themselves  with  their  fingers. 
About  three  yards  from  the  table  was  the 
kitchen,  where  the  various  materials  of  the 
meal  were  cooking  in  their  respective  ^^  ollas^" 
or  earthen  crocks,  supported  on  stones,  with  a 
fire  beneath  them.  Two  or  three  horses  were 
standing  near,  dosing,  and  occasionally  switch- 
ing away  the  flies  with  their  tails ;  their  bridles 
were  hanging  upon  the  ground,  which  is  the 
only  means  usually  adopted  to  secure  a  horse  to 
any  particular  spot  where  the  rider  may  dis- 
mount. These  were  the  "  rocines,"  or  hacks ; 
but  there  was  one  animal,  lighter-limbed  and 
sleeker  than  the  rest,  tethered  by  a  lazo  to  a 
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peg  in  the  ground,  that  stood  rubbing  his  head 
against  a  f<xe4eg  that  was  advanced  before  the 
rest,  and  now  and  then  looking  in  upon  the 
company.  A  philosophic-looking  borrico,  with 
a  dean  face,  peered  his  long  head  and  great 
ears  beneath  the  shed,  and  looked  calmly  upon 
what  was  going  forward.  A  great  blue  cat  was 
purring  and  rubbing  her  sides  against  the  chil- 
dren, with  her  tail  curved,  and  using  all  her 
doquence  to  influence  the  charity  of  the  little 
girls  for  a  morsd  of  beef.  With  sneaking 
looks,  and  tails  between  their  legs,  a  half-dozen 
mongrel  curs  stole  cautiously  towards  the  table, 
and  seated  themselves  at  the  elbows  of  their 
masters.  I  thought  they  took  advantage  of 
company  to  draw  near,  for  so  soon  as  they  were 
perceived,  and  slightly  reprimanded,  they  slunk 
away,  but  took  the  first  opportunity  to  resume 
their  places. 

We  sat  there  nearly  an  hour,  smoking,  chat- 
ting, and  occasionally  joining  in  the  potations 
of  the  *^  chicha  de  maiz,"  which  was  served  in 
silver  tankards.  The  bon-vivant  told  us,  that 
the  old  lady  had  been  recommended  to  visit  the 
sea-shore  ^^  to  breathe  the  air,''  and  that  he  had 
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come  to  bathe,  "Porque  teni^  la  sarna  y  me 
rasgaba  mucho — aim  no  me  dej6  dormir  de 
noche''— "  For  I  had  the  itch,  and  scratched 
much  ;  I  scarcely  could  sleep  at  night ;  but  I  am 
now  cured,  though  I  am  still  afraid  to  drink 
chicha  or  smoke  cigars." 

Impressed  with  a  favourable  idea  of  the 
hospitality  of  our  new  acquaintances,  which  is, 
out  of  the  large  cities,  proverbial  along  the 
whole  coast,  we  bade  them  farewell.  On  our 
way  back  to  the  landing,  we  passed  over  an 
andent  burying-place  of  the  Indians,  which  has 
been  pretty  generally  turned  up  by  visiters  in 
search  of  huaqueros,  or  earthen  vessels,  found 
in  the  graves.  The  whole  surface  is  strewed 
with  skulls  and  bones  bleaching  in  the  sun, 
which  receive  many  a  kick  by  the  idle  passers- 
by.  The  back  part  of  these  skulls  is  almost 
vertical,  and  rises  quite  abruptly  from  the  great 
hole  at  the  base.  The  left  side  is  generally 
much  more  prominent  than  the  right.  The 
forehead  is  narrow  and  retreating ;  and  the  line 
of  the  face  is  quite  as  perpendicular  as  that  of 
the  European. 

The  bay  of  Santa,  situated  in  8""  52'  of  south 
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latitude,  is  a  mere  roadstead,  defended  from  the 
prevailing  winds  by  a  high  bluff  on  the  south. 
The  valley  is  comparatively  fertile,  and  yields 
rice  and  sugar  in  considerable  quantities ;  and 
large  herds  of  cattle  are  grazed,  and  sold  in  the 
Lima  market.  A  little  to  the  south  is  a  small 
lagoon,  filled  with  most  excellent  mullet,  which 
we  judged,  from  their  large  size  and  great 
numbers,  had  not  been  disturbed  previous  to 
our  visit.  There  are  other  lagoons  in  the 
neighbourhood,  abounding  with  ducks,  snipe, 
and  water-hens. 

The   lagoons  owe  their  origin   to    a    small 
rivulet  which    passes  the   town    to   the  north, 
called  Santa  river,  which  occasionally  overflows 
its  banks.     Algarrobo  and   espino  trees  grow 
closely    along    its     shores,     forming     thickets 
which  are  visited  by  deer.     These  features  of 
the  country  are  quite  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  intermittent  fevers  which  prevail  through 
the  year,  and  for  which  the  padre  before  men- 
tioned was  indebted  to  the  kind  attentions  of 
his   Dulcinea.     The   valley  contains   many   of 
the  ancient  mounds  termed  huacas,  and  a  for- 
tress of  the  Grand  Chimu,  who  for  some  time 
made  head  against  the  Incas,  previous  to  his 
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fall.  The  graves  of  the  aborigines  in  this  part 
of  the  country  resemble  those  near  Arica,  but 
appear  to  have  been  made  with  more  care ;  for 
some  of  them  are  square  chambers  about  six 
feet  deep,  and  four  on  each  side,  walled  up  with 
small  adobes. 

The  town  of  Santa,  which  is  situated  about 
three  miles  from  the  beach,  is  laid  out  with  a 
regularity  that  is  characteristic  of  all  Spanish 
towns,  and  the  architecture  is  the  same  as  that 
of  Lfima.  Its  streets  have  a  lonely  deserted  ap- 
pearance, and  are  much  more  than  sufficiently 
extended  for  the  present  small  population, 
which  does  not  exceed  eight  or  nine  hundred 
souls.  Santa  was  once  much  more  populous ; 
but  change  of  government  and  war  have  re- 
duced it  to  its  present  condition.  In  former 
times^  the  town  stood  upon  the  shore ;  but  in 
consequence  of  its  being  sacked  in  1685  by  the 
English  buccaneers,  it  was  moved  to  its  present 
site,  to  avoid  the  frequent  descents  made  at 
different  periods  by  the  enemies  of  Spain  along 
the  whole  coast.  But  here  it  did  not  escape ; 
for,  in  1761,  the  river  on  which  it  stands  over- 
flowed its  banks,  and  reduced  the  place  nearly 
to  a  mass  of  mud  ! 
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At  the  house  of  a  native,  who  is  one  of  the 
magnates  of  the  land»  and  who  keepsamiif* 
and    an    immense     baboon     for    her   amuse- 
ment,   without     exciting    the   scandal  of  «* 
neighbours,  (which   may  be   owing  to  tbe  ab- 
sence of  the  practice  of  tea-drinking,)  I  became 
acquainted  with  a  gentleman  named  Don  Jo8& 
Previous  to  the  re  vol  u  tion,  he  was  possessed  of 
a  million  of  dollars,  and  lived  only  to  enjoy  it 
Loyal  in  his  principles,  in  1823  he  hastily  got 
together  eighty   thousand    hard  dollar,  dete^ 
mined  to  leave   the    country   till   the  ttouUei 
should  pass  over.      This  money  he  was  carrying 
to  Guanchaco  to  embark,  when  it  M^s^g  geiaed 
by  the  patriot  chiefs,  and  spent  in  the  service 
of  the   country.      Fearing    that  he  might  be 
drawn   upon  for  larger  amounts,  and  for  this 
reason  desirous  of  conciliating  the  patriot  offi- 
cers, he  kept  open  house,  and,  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  his  friends,  kept  a  gambling-table  at 
which   he   constantly   lost.      At   last,    almost 
ruined,  he  closed  his  establishment;  the  conse- 
quence of  which  was  that  he  was  accused  of 
being  favourable  to  Ferdinand,  and  was  obliir. 
ed  to  fly  for  safety.     He  was  hunted  for  seve- 
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lal  years,  and,  after  the  Spanish  flag  had  disap- 
peared from  South  America,  he  made  his  ap- 
pearance, and  found  his  immense  fortune  reduced 
to  about  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Don  Jos6 
told  me,  that  even  now  he  is  afraid  to  express 
an  opinion  about  political  matters,  on  account 
of  the  strong  prejudice  that  universally  prevails 
against  Spaniards.  He  therefore  almost  con- 
stantly resides  upon  his  estate,  where  he  grazes 
large  herds  of  cattle,  which  are  sold  in  the  Lima 
market. 

One  morning,  while  at  Santa,  I  was  attracted 
by  an  assemblage  of  about  a  dozen  persons 
around  two  or  three  horsemen  in  the  plaza, 
which  was  an  unusual  sight  in  this  lonely  spot. 
They  were  in  front  of  what  is  termed  the 
"carcel,"  or  gaol.  Before  a  door,  made  of  thick 
wooden  bars  forming  a  grating,  through  which 
we  saw  about  a  half-dozen  prisoners,  in  a  dirty 
obscure  room,  the  group  was  assembled.  One 
of  the  prisoners  held  two  of  the  bars  above  his 
head  with  his  hands,  and  leaned  his  chin  against 
the  door,  looking  out  upon  the  plaza,  while  the 
latter  part  of  his  body  projected  backwards. 
He  was  a  savage-looking  fellow,  with  sturdy 
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limbs  and  bloodshot  eyes 
of  a  white  shirt  and  trousf 
was  rolled  up  to  his  knee, 
on  the  ground,  leaning  h 
wall,  while  his  head  hung  i 
with  a  striped  handkercbie 
legs  were  crossed,  as  they  e 
and  his  hands  were  claspe 
lap,  with  their  palms  tum< 
tion  to  bis  shirt  and  trou 
tered  with  mud,  he  wore  a 
round  his  waist.  The  o 
walking  back  and  forth  in 
The  horsemen  were  dt 
ponchos,  Guayaquil  hats 
and  armed  with  pistols  si 
each  bad  a  dragoon's  sabre, 
dangling  at  his  side.  Thi 
heads  like  wearied  animals : 
limbs  had  not  been  sufficiei 
their  riders  clearly  proved 
just  returned  from  a  lon^ 
old  man,  in  a  gingham  jack 
and  little  grey  whiskers,  st 
one  of  them,  while  the  oi 
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paper  cigar,  and  striking  fire  by  aid  of  a  mach^ro. 
The  respect  paid  by  all  present,  and  a  large 
Molluca  stick,  with  a  ponderous  gold  head, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  occasionally 
moved  to  support  his  arguments,  declared  him 
to  be  no  other  than  the  Alcalde  of  Santa.  One 
horse  stood  without  a  rider,  the  reins  lying  on 
the  ground,  and  a  lazo  by  his  side.  The  pri- 
soner had  been  brought  in  upon  this  animal, 
secured  by  tying  his  legs  together  with  the 
lazo. 

The  whole  turn-out,  I  soon  discovered,  was 
to  see  a  murderer,  who  had  been  just  brought 
in  by  the  mounted  **  vigilantes."  The  prisoner 
had  eluded  an  almost  constant  search  all  over 
the  country  during  more  than  a  year,  and  was 
at  last  brought  to  the  town  to  show  that  escape 
under  such  a  crime  was  impossible  even  in 
Peru.  The  conversation  between  the  alcalde 
and  the  "  vigilante"  was  upon  the  best  mode  of 
keeping  securely  a  prisoner  who  had  murdered 
his  patron  under  most  aggravated  circumstances. 
The  only  plan  which  occurred  to  them  was  to 
mount  guard  constantly  before  the  door,  because 
manacles  or  shackles  they  had  none.     Curiosity 
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led  me  to  look  a  second  time  in  the  carc6I,  to 
see  the  prisoner,  who,  1  concluded,  was  the  de- 
jected-looking man  sitting  against  the  wall ;  but 
to  my  astonishment  I  was  told  that  the  mur- 
derer was  he  who  was  leaning  his  chin  against 
the  grated  door.  I  instinctively  drew  back  to 
gaze  upon  the  wretch :  he  smiled,  and  extend- 
ing his  hand  through  the  door,  said,  **  D6  me  un 
real  para  comprar  dgarros ;''  which,  with  tone 
and  manner  taken  into  account,  translated,  is^ 

"  Give  me  a  real  to  buy  cigars,  and  be  d d  to 

you !" 

About  two  months  after  this  event,  I  was 
passing  through  the  streets  of  the  capital,  and 
was  attracted  by  a  Mulatto  walking  slowly 
along,  tolling  a  little  table-bell  in  one  hand,  and 
carrying  a  silver  plate  in  the  other,  containing 
several  small  pieces  of  money.  I  asked  him 
what  it  meant  He  replied,  that  he  was  col- 
lecting alms  to  pay  for  misas  and  the  ^  mort- 
age'* of  a  man  who  was  in  ''  capilla,"  and  who 
was  to  be  shot  at  ten  o'clock.  A  prisoner  is 
said  to  be  in  **  capilla,"  when  he  is  separated, 
after  being  sentenced,  from  the  rest  of  the  pri- 
soners in  the  cared,  and  only  allowed  commu- 
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nication  with  his  immediate  friends  and  con- 
fessor. 

I  hastened  to  the  plaza  to  witness  the  execu- 
tion, the  manner  of  which  was  almost  new  to 
me.  The  portales  presented  their  usual  appear- 
ance. A  hollow  square  of  troops  was  drawn 
up  just  in  front  of  the  Bishop's  palace,  resting 
on  their  arms,  and  some  forty  or  fifty  specta- 
tors, mostly  idle  boys  or  Negroes,  were  standing 
around.  On  a  nearer  approach,  I  discovered, 
at  one  end  of  the  hollow  square,  an  old  Negro 
with  a  grizzled  head,  dressed  in  a  short  jacket, 
and  full-bottomed  bragas,  open  at  the  knee, 
standing  upon  one  leg,  while  the  other  crossed 
it  and  rested  the  toe  upon  the  ground  ;  his  left 
hand  grasped  the  top  of  a  square  post  planted 
in  the  ground,  having  a  small  board  about  two 
feet  high  nailed  in  front  of  it,  and  his  right 
hung  by  his  side,  holding  a  white  handkerchief 
folded  like  a  cravat.  Over  the  top  of  the  post 
were  laid  a  white  fillet  and  two  or  three  strips 
of  hide  about  a  fathom  long.  Presently,  an 
officer  at  the  head  of  a  small  guard  entered  the 
hollow  square,  and,  as  he  marched  round  with 
his  sword  drawn,  repeated  several  times  in  a 
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kwd  T<Nce,  *^  Juan  Mendez  is  doomed  to  die  fcnr 
mmder ;  if  any  person  can  ofi^  a  reason  why 
hesboakl  be  pardoned,  let  him  speak."  All 
remained  silenL 

In  a  few  minutes  a  chanting  was  heard,  and 
the  prisoner,  suppcMted  by  two  friars,  attended 
by  olbeis,  and  guarded  by  twenty  scddiers,  ad- 
Tanced  slowly  into  the  plaza  from  the  street 
leading  to  the  prison.      When  he  had  nearly 
reached  the  place  <tf  execution,  the  troops  were 
ordered  to  shoulder  arms ;  and  a  body  of  cavalry 
issued  from  the  palace,  and  formed  outside  the 
infantzT,  completely  surrounding  them.    The 
prisoner  halted  in  front  of  the  troops.     He  was 
much  emaciated ;  but  I  recognized  in  his  strong 
frame  and  bloodshot  eyes,  as  they  wandered 
round  the  scene  before  him,  the  murderer  that 
I  had  seen  at  Santa.     He  knelt  down,  and  the 
executioner,  that  the  reader  has  already  guessed 
to  be  the  Negro  in  bragas,  blindfolded  him  with 
the  handkerchief  which  he  held  in  his  hand. 
The  padres,  who  were  chanting  the  whole  time, 
raised  him  and  led  him  to  the  post,  where  he 
again  knelt  for  a  moment,  and  then,  with  much 
composure,  took  the  seat  which  was  prepared 
for  him.      The  executioner   passed   the  hide 
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cords  round  his  arms  and  body^  and  secured  it 
to  the  post,  and  then  bound  his  head  back  with 
the  white  fillet ; — the  padres  crying  in  a  lugu- 
brious tone  all  the  time, "  Misericordia  !  Miseri- 
cordia  !*'  not,  however,  as  if  tliey  really  desired 
it,  but  mechanically,  as  if  they  did  it  as  a  trade. 

At  a  motion  of  the  sword  of  the  command- 
ing officer,  after  all  had  been  adjusted,  four 
soldiers  wheeled  out  from  the  ranks,  and  at 
another  signal  fired,  though  not  simultaneously, 
and  the  prisoner  fell,  and  hung  by  the  middle 
to  the  post,  with  his  head  and  feet  touching  the 
ground.  A  friend  advanced  with  the  "  mort- 
age," or  grave-clothes,  and  the  crowd  rushed 
forward,  anxious  to  see  the  body.  The  troops 
quickly  retired,  and  in  two  minutes  the  padres 
had  disappeared,  and  only  four  persons  besides 
the  executioner  were  standing  near  the  spot 
of  the  execution.  The  body  was  untied  and 
laid  on  the  ground,  and  a  plate  laid  upon  the 
breast,  into  which  several  "cuartillos"  were 
thrown.  In  this  situation,  I  am  told,  the  bo- 
dies of  malefactors  are  frequently  exposed  for 
many  hours,  to  obtain  alms  from  the  passers-by 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  interment. 

To  judge  from  this  instance,  public  punish. 
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ment  for  crime  is  useless  in  Lima ;  for  not  more 
than  eighty  persons  besides  the  troops  witness- 
ed the  execution— indeed,  the  plaza  appeared 
to  be  as  gay  during  the  whole  scene  as  if 
nothing  unusual  was  going  forward. 
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Huanchaco. — Balsas. — Landing. — Port — Road  to  TruxiUo. 
— The  Grand  Chimu,  and  his  War  with  the  Incas. — City 
of  Tnixillo. — "  El  Quipos  del  Chimu." — A  Nunnery  and  a 
Nun. — Pacas  Mayo.— Spinning. — Ride  to  San  Pedro.— A 
Governor.— A  Colonel. — Hospitable  Reception. 

Huanchaco,  or  Guanchaco,  is  situated  in  8"" 
V  south  latitude,  close  to  the  beach,  upon  which 
the  sea  breaks  with  so  much  violence  that  the 
ordinary  boats  of  a  ship  cannot  land,  even 
when  the  ocean  is  most  tranquil.  The  anchor- 
age is  about  two  miles  distant,  and  communica- 
tion is  held  with  the  shore  by  large  launches, 
and  a  peculiar  kind  of  balsa,  made  of  straw, 
which  the  fishermen  call  ''  caballito,"  from  the 
manner  they  ride  upon  it  through  the  breakers. 
It  consists  of  two  large  bundles  of  straw  or 
rushes,  made  of  a  conical  shape,  bound  close 
together,  leaving  a  small  space  or  hole  towards 
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the  large  end,  in  which  small  parods  are  some- 
times carried ;  the  apex  of  the  cone  is  turned 
up  in  a  slender  point,  like  the  toes  of  the  shoes 
worn  by  our  great-great-grandmammas,  in 
times  of  old.  The  balsero  sits  astride  this  little 
vessel  or  caballito  when  in  the  surf,  for  better 
security ;  and  when  he  gains  the  open  sea,  a  la 
Turqucj  in  the  hollow  or  space  just  mentioned. 
A  straw  hat,  a  coarse  shirt  and  trousers,  form 
his  dress,  and  he  manages  his  '^  littie  horse"  with 
a  double  paddle  instead  of  rein. 

On  the  morning  after  our  arrival,  we  pulled 
towards  the  shore,  to  meet  a  launch  that  was 
making  its  way  slowly  to  the  ship,  and  thus 
save  as  much  time  as  possible.  After  we  had 
got  on  board,  her  head  was  turned  again  to  the 
shore,  and  we  soon  found  ourselves  in  the  roll- 
ers. When  fairly  in  the  breakers,  foaming 
and  boiling  fiercely  enough,  the  oars  were  held 
up  perpendicularly,  ready  to  be  put  in  the 
water  again  if  occasion  should  require ;  and  the 
timoneer,  an  old  Indian,  guided  her,  as  she 
swept  high  on  the  top  of  a  roller,  swiftly  to- 
wards the  beach,  and  just  before  she  touched, 
brought  her   bows  to  the  sea,  and   the   next 
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moment  three  or  four  Indians  waded  to  the 
stem  of  the  boat,  having  one  shoulder  saddled 
with  a  sheep-skin,  on  which  the  passengers 
were  ridden  ashore.  The  Indian  holds  the  feet 
of  his  rider  in  his  hands,  while  the  latter  holds 
by  the  other's  head,  to  prevent  himself  from 
sliding  off.  For  this  piece  of  service  each  pas- 
senger paid  a  real. 

At  different  places  along  the  coast,  as  far  as 
eye  could  reach,  the  line  of  the  breakers  was 
sprinkled  with  fishermen,  mounted  on  their  ca- 
ballitos,  engaged  in  their  vocation,  now  mount- 
ing high  on  the  foamy  crest  of  a  sea,  like  a 
great  water-fowl,  now  sinking  from  sight  in 
the  hollow  of  the  waves,  or  whirled  about  in 
the  eddies ;  and  again,  by  aid  of  the  double 
paddle,  regaining  their  positions. 

The  Indians  that  were  on  the  shore,  were 
rather  short,  stout,  of  a  sleek  copper  colour, 
with  small  black  eyes,  set  well  apart,  coarse 
black  hair,  cut  close,  except  a  small  tuft  or  top- 
knot in  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  and  temple- 
locks  hanging  down  to  a  line  with  the  lower 
part  of  the  ear.  They  wore  coarse  white 
shirts  and  trowsers,  the  latter  rolled  high  above 
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the  knee,  showing  their 
They  were  employed  carr 
irom  the  launches  that  we 
or  loading  others  with  suj 
bacoo. 

The  port  of  Guanchaco 
house,  a  churdi,  which  is  tli 
and  about  a  dozen  or  tw 
houses.  The  city  of  Tru 
cording  to  the  latest  ortho; 
Academy,  is  about  sevai  i 
baUy  not  more  than  a  le 
from  the  sea. 

The  road  is  tolerably  ; 
many  huacas,  and  the  ruin 
of  Chimu,  named  after 
called  the  Gkand  Chimu,  t 
Fannunca,  Huallmi  (no^ 
Huanapu,  or  Guanape,  ai 
He  is  represented  to  have  t 
very  successful  in  war,  an( 
neighbouring  nations.  I 
ped  various  beasts,  and 
some  peculiar  virtue  or  ti 
the  lion  and    tiger  for 
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condor  for  its  size;  the  owl  for  its  wonderful 
sight,  being  able  to  see  at  night,  and  the  dog 
for  his  loyalty. 

In  the  reign  of  Pachaeutec,  who  died  in 
1423,  the  Incas  carried  their  arms,  under  the 
command  of  Inca  Yupanqui,  his  son,  and  his 
uncle,  Capac  Yupanqui  (whom  the  king  called 
his  right  arm),  into  the  dominions  of  the  Grand 
Chimu,  to  force  him  and  his  vassals  to  renounce 
their  idols  and  worship  the  sun,  the  god  of 
the  Incas. 

Inca  Yupanqui  advanced  as  far  as  the  valley 
of  Rimac,  and  while  waiting  there  for  some 
reinforcements  from  the  south,  sent  ambassa- 
dors to  the  Grand  Chimu,  to  declare  the  will  of 
the  Inca,  and  to  offer  clemency  in  case  of 
submission.  The  powerful  and  Grand  Chimu 
replied,  that  he  was  ready  to  die  with  arms  in 
his  hands,  in  defence  of  his  country,  laws,  and 
customs,  and  desired  no  new  gods;  and  that 
the  Inca  must  rest  satisfied  with  his  answer, 
for  he  would  never  give  any  other. 

War  was  begun,  and  waged  with  great  fury 
on  both  sides,  for  some  of  the  ancient  enemies 
of  Chimu  joined   the  Incas  for  the   sake   of 

Y  2 
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revenge.      The   inhabitantft  of  Santa  and  the 
valley  of  Chimu,   where   this  proud  king  bdd 
his  court,  were  more  warlike  than  the  rest, » 
that  the  contest    w^as   more    fierce  and  bloody 
than  any  that  occurred  during  the  long  dynasty 
of  the  children  of  the  sun.     At  last  the  haughty 
king  was  forced   to  yield,   and  the  Inca  gene- 
rously left  him  the  government  of  his  vallcyii 
saying  that  he  did   not  w^ish  to  despoil  him  of 
his  domain,  but    to    raise    him  and  bis  vassab 
from  their  low  state  of  idolatry,  and  to  improve 
their  laws.* 

The  huacas  of  Chimu    have  yielded  more 

treasures  and  curious  antiquities  than  those  of 

any   other  of  the    Peruvian    valleys.     Laige 

amounts  in  gold  and  silver  have  been  extracted 

at  different  periods.       Among   many  of  these 

antiquities,  I  was  shown  a  fore-arm  and  hand  of 

gold,  found  several  years  since;  it  was  about 

six  inches  long,  hollow,  without  any  seam,  and 

had  three  holes  on  one  side,  and  a  single  one 

opposite,  like  those  in  the  joint  of  a  flageolet, 

and  it  was  supposed  to  have  been  used  as  a 

musical  instrument. 

♦  Garcilaso.     Herrera. 
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The  city  of  Truxillo  (now  known  in  public 
documents  by  the  name  of  Libertad)  stands  in 
a  sandy  plain,  about  two  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward of  GuanchacOy  and  about  a  league  from 
the  sea.  It  was  founded  in  1535^  soon  after 
the  founding  of  Lima^  by  Don  Francisco  Pi- 
zarro,  and  called  after  the  city  of  his  birth  in 
Estremadura  in  Spain.  The  streets  are  of  a 
convenient  breadth,  and  intersect  each  other  at 
right  angles ;  but  from  the  nature  of  the  soil, 
and  being  badly  paved,  they  are  dusty  and 
dirty.  Many  of  the  houses  are  built  of  adobes, 
two  stories  high,  having  balconies  looking  into 
the  streets  and  interior  courts,  resembling  Lima 
in  all  respects.  The  population  does  not  ex- 
ceed six  thousand. 

The  city  is  surrounded  by  an  adobe  wall, 
intended  in  former  tinres  to  repel  the  attacks  of 
Indians.  It  contains  a  cathedral,  two  convents 
of  nuns,  and  a  hospital.  Lately,  a  newspaper, 
under  the  title  of  "El  Quipos  del  Chimu," 
printed  on  a  sheet  of  foolscap,  headed  with  a 
phcenix  rising  from  the  flames,  and  the  motto, 
"  Sin  ilustracion  en  los  ciudadanos,  ni  severidad 
en  los]  mandatarios  son  nulas  las  Republicas,"  is 
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published  every  Saturday,  at  a  reale  each  num- 
ber, or  at  the  rate  of  six  doUars  a  year.  The 
editor  announces,  that  all  articles  intended  for 
publication  must  be  presented  before  Thurediy 
of  the  week,  if  their  publication  be  desired 
for  the  following  Saturday;  this  illustrates 
the  activity  of  the  press  in  this  city.  The 
«  Quipos"  contains  the  public  decrees,  items  of 
foreign  news,  commercial  advertisements,  but 
the  greater  part  is  filled  with  personal  wrangles 
and  vituperation. 

The  title  and  the  phoenix  are  both  fanciful 
and  classic,  for  Quipos  is  the  name  of  a  register 
of  important  events,  composed  of  a  variety  d 
different-coloured  strings  and  knots,  that  was 
kept  by  the  ancient  Peruvians,  and  the  phoenix 
is  symbolic  of  the  city  of  Liberty  rising  out 
of  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Chimu,  which  are 
in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Truxillo  was  formerly  the  residence  of  se- 
veral nobles,  who  held  lucrative  offices  under 
the  Spanish  government.  Tarralla,  in  his  satire 
entitled  "  Lima  por  dintro  y  fuera,"  says, 
that  it  was  "  poverty  enclosed  in  walls,**  and 
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for  want  of  money,  that  articles  were  bartered 
in  the  market-place. 

**  Que  en  la  plaza  se  permutan, 
Harina  y  carne  por  huevoSy 
For  pan,  frutas  y  vcrduras 
Y  tambien  gatos  por  perros.*' 

Though  the  country  immediately  surround- 
ing the  city  is  sandy  and  barren  a  few  miles 
from  the  sea,  the  valley  is  rich  m  sugar-cane, 
com,  and  wheat.  In  a  report  made  to  the  gene- 
ral government  of  Peru,  by  the  governor  of 
Huanchaco,  in  July  1833,  it  is  stated,  that 
the  province  yielded  for  the  past  year  20,000 
bn^as  of  wheat,  valued  at  53,000  dollars,  and 
from  the  fostering  care  of  the  government 
being  extended  to  agriculture,  the  quantity 
would  be  in  all  probability  very  much  increas- 
ed. The  chief  wealth  of  this  part  of  Peru 
consists  in  the  products  of  the  mines.  Large 
amounts  of  uncoined  silver,  in  spite  of  the 
prohibition,  are  smuggled  on  board  of  men- 
of-war  that  stop  at  this  port  for  this  purpose. 

One  morning  I  paid  a  visit  to  a  convent  of 
nuns,  that  is  under  the  holy  protection  and 
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patronage  of  Santa  Carmen.    On  oae  nde  of 
the  bulling   is   a  small  square  haH>  lewiV 
from  the  street  to  an  interior  court,  which  «« 
closed.    A    dumb-waiter  or  turning  wheel  » 
placed  on  one  side  of  the  hall,  which  wm^^* 
things  in  and  out  of  the  apartments  occop 
by  the  nuns,  without  any  of  them  heing  **• 
While  1  was  there,  many  servants  arrive*^^ 
baskets  of  fruit,  sweetmeats,  and  vario'*'  P 
sents,  that  were   placed  on   the  wheel,  «»*  ^ 
oeived  on  the  inside  by  a  female  with  *  '  .   i 
voice.    She  heard    me  speakinir.  an^  ^^^ 
who  the  stranger  was ;    and    then    ^      v^^ 
whether  I  was  a  Christian,  and  bo^  ^ 
Peru.    I  told  her,    that    it  was  ar»    '^**^^^a», 
country,  though  I  thougljt  TruxillcD  ^^^    y\ 
and  I  ventured   to   inquire,    whetl^er  s^® 
not  sometimes  feel    a   want    of  &«-»ciety"       , 
replied,  "  Jamas,  somos  veinte,  tod^^_s  es^os»» 
nuestro  Senor  Jesu  Christo,  y  que  c:^  tra  felici"** 
podemos  descar !"— "  Never,  we  ar^     twenty,  ^ 
wives  of  our  Lord    Jesus    Chris  tr,   ^j   ^hst 
other  happiness  can  we  desire  .'»        ^f^^  ^^^  ^^ 
but  a  scapulary,  which  she  bade  me'  i. 
amulet  for  the  sake  of  Nuestra  Seijovv,  ., 
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men,  and  for  which  I  returned  some  silver  in 
charity,  and  asked  how  long  she  had  been  a 
nun.  Imagination  pictured  her  to  be  young, 
and  of  course  beautiful,  because  she  had  a 
sweet  voice;  but  the  romance  vanished  when 
she  told  me  that  she  had  taken  the  veil  more 
than  thirty  years  back,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  ! 

On  the  corner  of  the  convent  is  the  chapel, 
which  is  open  to  the  public.  The  interior  is 
tastefully  decorated,  and  almost  hidden  in 
gilded  mouldings  and  panels.  On  the  side 
next  the  convent,  are  holes  about  a  foot  square, 
covered  with  a  tin  perforated  plate,  through 
which  the  nuns  whisper  their  confessions  to 
the  priests,  who  occupy  the  confessionals  placed 
immediately  below. 

Leaving  Truxillo  at  midnight,  we  anchored 
the  next  day  before  the  port  of  Pacasmayo, 
situated  about  fifty  miles  to  the  northward. 
We  landed,  as  at  Huanchaco,  in  a  launch. 
The  port  consists  of  a  half-dozen  ranchos, 
built  on  the  sand,  of  reeds  and  flag,  without 
door  or  window,  inhabited  by  Indians,  who 
are  exclusively  employed  in  fishing  with  their 
caballitos.    They  use  small  cast  nets,  by  which 
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they  obtain  almost  their  only  food.  In  one  of 
the  ranchos,  an  old  woman  was  spinning  after 
a  very  primitive  fashion.  She  was  seated  on 
the  ground  a  la  Turque,  with  a  roll  of  nicely 
picked  cotton  enclosed  in  paper,  and  supported 
on  three  sticks,  forming  a  kind  of  tripod.  Her 
dress  was  a  woollen  petticoat,  and  a  shawl  of 
coarse  blue  baize ;  her  face  was  wrinkled,  and 
her  head  gray.  The  cotton  was  drawn  out 
into  a  thread  with  the  fingers,  which  were 
occasionally  rubbed  on  a  large  lump  of  chalk 
beside  her,  and  twisted  by  aid  of  a  stick,  hav- 
ing one  end  pointed,  and  on  the  other  a  heavy 
button,  that  was  set  in  motion  by  a  dextarous 
twist  of  the  fingers,  and  the  weight  kept  it 
revolving  for  some  time.  As  the  thread  was 
spun,  it  was  wrapped  on  the  stick  that  per- 
formed the  office  of  a  spindle.  In  the  same 
rancho,  several  sea-stars  were  roasting  on  the 
coals,  and  a  young  Indian  was  eating  one  with 
aji,  which  was  contained  in  a  small  gourd.  A 
little  to  the  northward,  is  a  small  stream  of 
fresh  water,  on  whose  banks  grow  some  small 
trees,  which  are  the  only  relief  from  the  re- 
flection of  the  fine  white  sand. 
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One  of  the  persons  whom  we  met  in  the  port 
was  a  young  man  with  black  hair,  dressed  in 
a  short  jacket  and  pantaloons  of  white,  and  with- 
out stockings.  This  personage  very  courteously 
introduced  himself  to  us  as  a  lieutenant  of  the 
navy,  and  offered  his  assistance  to  procure  us 
horses  to  ride  to  San  Pedro,  the  chief  town  in 
the  province,  distant  two  leagues.  Our  party 
consisted  of  three  persons.  After  some  delay, 
four  horses  were  brought  forward,  but  only 
three  saddles  could  be  found,  and  our  compag^ 
nans  de  voyage  would  be  three,  so  that  we  made 
six  in  all.  One  animal  was  a  little  lean  pony, 
about  four  feet  high,  and  it  somehow  happened 
that  he  fell  to  the  longest-legged  man  in  com- 
pany. In  place  of  a  saddle,  a  fragment  of 
a  rug  was  folded  and  placed  on  his  back,  and 
the  owner  of  the  animal  insisted  upon  riding  a 
aneas  or  en  croupe.  The  other  chargers  were,  to 
judge  from  appearances,  descendants  either  in 
direct  line,  or  from  a  branch  of  the  renowned 
Rodnante,  for  they  seemed  to  possess  all  the 
spirit  of  their  sire,  and  not  a  jot  more.  1  was 
fortunate,  and  had  an  entire  horse  to  myself, 
so  that  we  set  off  for  the  pueblo. 
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Our  route  h[w  orcr  deep  suid,  that  did  not 
leisn  the  ttatks  of  our  animals^  and  after  a 
mile^  we  fooiidoimdTes  amongst  drifting  sand- 
hSSk^  which  aie  oommoo  in  several  [^Uk»8  along 
the  eout.  Here  the  fdlow-tnYdler  of  our 
fang  legged  friend  got  down,  and  took  to  his 
own  legs  in  prefefenoe  to  being  longer  dandled 
CD  the  sharp  rear  of  the  hard-trotting  pony .  See- 
ii^  him  toiling  through  the  sand,  I,  in  she^* 
eompasBOD,  gave  him  a  seat  behind  me.  In 
this  way  we  got  through  the  sand,  and  came 
out  upon  hard  ground,  planted  with  low  cedars 
and  willow.  The  road  then  passed  through 
rice-fidds^  which  were  OYerflovred  from  a  neigh- 
bouring aoequia. 

About  one  o'dodc,  under  a  burning  sun,  we 
entered  the  pueUo  of  San  Pedro,  which  con- 
sists of  an  assemUage  of  adobe  houses  and 
randios»  sufficient  in  number  to  accommodate 
about  five  hundred  inhabitants.  It  rejoices  in 
a  small  diurch,  a  billiard-table,  and  a  gambling- 
house,  where  we  found  several  groups  engaged 
at  cards  and  monte-al-dao,  for  reales  and  dollars. 

We  paid  a  visit  to  the  governor,  a  short  £it 
man  of  the  Indian  caste,  who  unites   in  his 
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person  the  offices  of  captain  of  the  port,  tailor, 
and  shopkeeper.  A  little  band-box  of  a  room, 
with  a  counter  in  front,  formed  his  ti6nda, 
which  was  stored  with  American  cottons,  coarse 
cloth,  white  wax,  candles,  hardware,  besides 
sundry  cheeses  suspended  in  little  nets  from 
the  ceiling.  His  sitting-room  was  furnished 
with  three  leather-backed  chairs,  a  low  table, 
four  tumblers,  and  a  black  bottle,  from  which 
he  regaled  us  with  a  potation  of  pisco  and 
water.  He  was  warm  in  praise  of  the  quiet 
of  San  Pedro,  and  mentioned,  in  proof  of  its 
prosperous  condition,  that  a  piano  had  been 
lately  imported,  which  was  the  delight  of 
''todas  las  doncellas  del  pueblo, — the  delight 
of  all  the  maids  in  the  place."  In  spite  of  the 
apparent  want  of  comfort,  he  received  us  with 
great  cordiality,  and  presented  us  with  cigars, 
and  had  fire  brought  in  a  silver  braz^ro  of  fine 
filigree  in  the  form  of  a  bird.  This  "  filigrana" 
of  silver,  as  it  is  termed,  is  manufactured  at 
Huamanga,  or  Ayacucho,  by  the  Indians,  into 
a  variety  of  baskets,  birds,  &c.  which  are  very 
beautiful,  and  many  have  been  carried  to  Eu- 
rope and  the  United  States,  by  travellers,  as 
curiosities. 
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Our  friend  the  ••  teni^nte/'  invited  us  to  visit 
his  cousins,   one    of    whom,    he   told  us,  wis 
married  to  a  lieutenant-colonel,  and  we  con- 
sequently concluded  that  they  were  of  the  ta 
We   found   his   cousins,     three    young  ladiej; 
sleeping  on  the  estrada,  (part  of  the  room  raised 
about  a  foot  above  the  level  of  the  floor,)  on 
mats,  with   their   bare    arms  for  pillows.    On 
our  entrance,  the  aunt  shook   the  girls,  saying, 
"  Levantate,  nina,  aqui  hay^ente — get  thee  up! 
there  are   people   here  !**     The  cousins  roused 
themselves,    and   threw    their   hair   over  their 
bare  shoulders  with  a  shake  of  the  head,  and 
concealed   their  busts   in   shawls,    which   they 
hastily  put  on,  but  without  an  air  of  surprise 
or  embarrassment.     They  smiled,  and  said  that 
they  had  fallen  asleep  in  consequence  of  the 
heat. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  room  sat  a  thin  little 
man«  with  black  eyes,  moustaches,  and  a  long 
beard,  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  busily  employed  in 
making  paper  cigars.  He  only  bowed  his  head 
but  did  not  speak,  and  continued  his  employ- 
ment. The  aunt,  after  a  communication  in 
a  whisper  from  the  *'  teni^nte,"  pressed  us  to 
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take  dinner  with  them.  While  it  was  prepa- 
ring, the  girls  sang  and  played  the  guitar,  and 
exerted  themselves  to  amuse  us.  There  were 
two  or  three  children  sitting  by  the  window 
studying  their  lessons  from  a  catechism,  and  a 
work  on  Christian  morality  ! 

Our  dinner  consisted  of  stewed  chickens, 
roasted  lamb,  boiled  eggs,  rice,  and  a  rout  of 
"  puch^ros,**  "  papas  con  aji,"  onions,  cheese, 
and  garlic,  with  a  desert  of  melted  "  chancaca" 
and  bread.  Before  dinner,  the  man  who  was 
employed  making  cigars  disappeared,  and  we 
learned  that  he  was  the  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
did  not  dine  in  consequence  of  indisposition. 

About  three  o'clock,  we  took  leave  of  our 
hospitable  friends,  well  pleased  with  our  re- 
ception and  kind  treatment,  and  returned  on 
board  ship. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Lambaycquc  Roads. — Derivat  ion  of  the  nune  of  the  Pacifier- 
Landing. —  Snn  Job4.  —  Balsa. — Ride  to  Lambayeque.— 
Plaza. — The  Capfis,  a  dress  worn  prerioiu  to  the  Conquest. 

—  A  curious  currency,— The  Church A  morniog  timL 

—  Chicharios.  —  Huacas.  —  Chicha. — Gourds.— Indians. 
Town. — Products. — Visit  Chiclayo. — Factoria  de  Tobacos. 
— Soap  making.  —  Tanning.  —  Palm  Sunday. -~ Return  to 
Lambayeque — Passion  Week. —  Scenes  at  the  Chicliarfa 
and  Billiard-room. — Mode  of  embarking. 

On  the  22nd  of  March  1833,  we  arrived  in 
the  roadstead  of  Lambayeque,  in  6°  47'  of  south 
latitude,  and  anchored  about  six  miles  from  the 
beach.  Tlie  anchorage  is  unprotected  by  either 
point  or  lieadland,  so  that  it  is  much  like  an- 
choring in  the  open  ocean,  particularly  when  a 
fog  covers  the  distant  ahore.  In  any  other 
part  of  the  worid  it  would  be  dangerous; 
but  here,  where  sCgP^^^Htfmpwn,  and  the 
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breezes  blow  steadily  from  one  direction  near- 
ly throughout  the  year,  it  is  done  with  im- 
punity. 

"  This  south  sea,*'  says  the  worthy  Fray  Ca- 
lanclia,  *^  is  called  the  Pacific,  because,  in  com- 
parison with  the  Atlantic,  the  Mediterranean, 
the  Red  Sea,  and  the  Persian  Gulf,  its  storms 
are  less  violent  and  fewer,  and  its  calm  is  more 
tranquil.  It  is  also  called  the  sea  of  drunkards, 
because  a  drunken  man  might  navigate  in  it, 
and  if  a  vessel  be  ever  lost,  it  is  entirely  owing 
to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot,  for  the  navigation 
is  safe,  unless  he  go  where  he  should  not.  Both 
ocean  and  ships  are  ruled  over  by  five  beautiful 
stars  in  the  form  of  a  cross  — a  happy  prognostic 
of  a  holy  domination  over  sea  and  land— at  the 
sight  of  which  the  devil,  even  when  most  en- 
raged, retreats,  and  leaves  all  in  tranquillity  !" 

But  the  poet  Peralta,  more  gallantly  at  least, 
even  if  less  devoutly,  attributes  the  tranquillity 
of  the  Pacific  to  the  mild  spirit  of  its  empress, 
Amphitrite,  who,  according  to  him,  rules  this 
ocean. 

'<  Pacifica  Amphitrite  magestuosa 
Domina  en  Throno  rara  vez  turbado  ; 

VOL.    II.  Z 
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Que  solo  alii  de  su  Deidad  iinddsa 
£1  descuydo  es  despojo  lamentado ; 
Con  que  de  bus  espumas  la  violencia 
Del  error  es  castigo  no  inclemencia  I*** 

Whether  the  cross  of  brilliant  stars,  or  the 
goddess,  keeps  away  tempests,  I  must  leave  to 
the  decision  of  those  who  are  more  deeply  skill- 
ed in  the  reading  of  the  heavens,  though  I  hope 
the  goddess  may  not  be  cheated  of  her  empire, 
since  she  is  so  beneficent  to  sailors. 

Soon  after  anchoring,  we  took  a  whale-boat 
and  pulled  in  for  the  town,  in  hopes  of  getting 
on  board  of  a  balsa,  which  we  saw  under  sail 
close  to  the  shore,  and  which  we  conjectured 
was  steering  for  the  beach  ;  but  on  coming  up 
with  her,  we  found  she  was  standing  out  with 
goods  for  a  brig  loading  for  Callao.  Loth  to 
return  after  so  long  a  pull,  we  determined  to 
attempt  the  landing  in  our  boat,  though  ex- 
tremely hazardous,  from  the  heavy  surf  that 
constantly  lashes  the  beach  ;  we  did  not  appre- 
hend much  danger,  as  the  boat  had  twice  land- 
ed on  former  occasions  without  the  least  diflS- 
culty.    We  rowed  boldly  into  the  breakers,  and 

*  Lima  Fundada.     Canto  i.  st.  xx.  p.  10. 
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though  they  boiled  fiercely  around  us,  we  met 
with  nothing  that  caused  us  to  regret  our  un- 
dertaking, till  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
sand ;  then  the  steering  oar  was  wrenched  from 
the  hands  of  our  timoneer.  Now  deprived  in 
a  great  measure  of  the  means  of  managing  the 
boat,  she  came  broadside  to  the  sea,  which  rush- 
ed leaping  and  foaming  and  roaring  towards  us, 
as  if  exulting  in  our  danger.  We  found  our- 
selves in  the  most  imminent  peril ;  and  one  of 
our  party  cried  out,  "  It  is  all  up  with  us — that 
sea  must  turn  us  over." 

"  Not  so  fast,"  exclaimed  our  timoneer.  "  Now 
boys  for  your  lives  !  —  give  way  your  starboard 
oars,  and  back  the  larboard — and  no  crab-catch- 
ing!" The  order  was  obeyed  with  precision, 
and  the  stem  of  the  boat  almost  instantly  was 
opposed  to  the  approaching  sea,  but  not  soon 
enough  to  avoid  the  spray,  which  drenched  us 
pretty  thoroughly.  The  boat  mounted  on  the 
crest  of  the  wave;  the  oars  were  at  rest,  and 
the  next  moment  we  lay  safely  upon  the  sand. 
At  this  season,  many  families  are  here  from 
the  town,  for  the  benefit  and  pleasure  of  sea- 
bathing.    More  than  a  hundred  persons,  men, 
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women,  and  children,  ran  to  the  beach,  spring- 
ing over  the  balsa  logs  strewed  in  every  direc- 
tion, to  see  us  land.  Some  were  impelled  by 
curiosity  to  examine  our  boat»  never  before 
having  seen  one,  except  at  a  distiince,  and 
others,  who  had  sympathised  with  us  in  peril, 
shouting  for  us  to  turn  back  long  before  we 
were  within  ear-shot,  now  came  to  reprove 
us  for  our  temerity.  **  Que  temeridad !  expo- 
nerse  la  vida  para  nada !"  —  "  What  temerity ! 
to  expose  life  for  nothing  !**  said  one. 

"  Unos  Calaveras  sin  duda  !" — "  Some  rattle- 
pates,  doubtless!"  cried  another. 

''  Valgame  Dios !  no  lo  hago  yo  por  diez  mil 
pesos  !"  —  "  The  Lord  preserve  us  !  I  would 
not  do  it  for  ten  thousand  dollars  T  exclaimed 
a  third ;  but  the  young  damsels  spent  their  ad- 
miration on  the  boat,  ''  Que  buen  bote !  que 
bonito  parecia  en  la  ola !  que  bien  andaba  !** — 
"  What  an  excellent  boat !  How  beautiful  she 
appeared  on  the  wave  !  How  well  she  sailed  T 
Indeed,  many  a  boat  has  been  lost  here,  and 
money  cannot  induce  these  people  either  to 
embark  or  land  in  anything  but  a  balsa.  See- 
ing us  dripping  like  river  gods,  several  of  the 
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good  people  came  forward,  thanking  Heaven 
that  we  were  safe,  and  offered  us  a  change  of 
clothes;  but  our  valise  having  escaped  being 
wet,  we  declined  the  offer,  though  we  were 
fain  to  accept  a  potation  of  pisco  to  keep  out 
the  cold. 

Our  boat  was  again  launched,  in  spite  of  pro- 
testations, and  being  very  buoyant,  was  soon 
forced  through  the  breakers,  and  puUing  away 
for  the  ship. 

There  are  a  few  huts  and  store-houses  built 
upon  the  shore,  which  together  form  the  town 
of  San  Jos^.  The  town  of  Lambayeque  stands 
about  six  miles  to  the  northward  and  west- 
ward. 

The  balsa  used  here,  differs  from  that  of  Co- 
quimbo,  Cobija,  Arica,  or  Huanchaco ;  it  con- 
sists of  a  raft  of  large  logs,  of  a  very  light  spe- 
cies of  wood  that  grows  near  Guayaquil.  They 
are  secured  together  by  ropes,  and  a  mast  is 
fixed  near  the  centre,  on  which  a  square  sail  is 
set  The  balsa  is  managed  by  six  or  eight  In- 
dians, and  used  for  landing  and  embarking  car- 
goes for  vessels,  for  fishing,  and  many  sail  as 
far  north  as  Guayaquil,  with  cargoes  of  dry 
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goods.  Some  are  employe 
Sediura  to  Faita,  and  son 
thirty  and  forty  miles  ho 
beat  along  by  standing  off 
breeze,  and  laying  on  all 
wind,  which  succeed  each  ' 
Their  progress  is  much  m< 
be  possibly  conjectured  & 
nation  of  their  structure, 
always  land,  sailing  direc 
and  if  not  required  (or  ia 
once  taken  apart,  because 
soon  dash  them  to  pieces. 

Wet  as  we  were,  we  moi 
in  a  few  minutes  put  spur  1 
bayeque.  The  road  lies  ov 
winding  amongst  sand-l 
mounds;  the  only  v^eti 
species  of  thom-tre^  cal 
everywhere  pervading  &I| 
seven  o'clock  we  entered  t 
noisy  salutations  of  hosts 
roused  from  their  slumb 
step ;  they  seem  to  enjoy 
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to  judge  from  the  fact  that  there  is  a  strong 
sympathy  between  poverty  and  dogs,  it  might 
be  conjectured  that  this  town  rejoices  in  a 
number  of  poor  inhabitants.  Bells  were  ring« 
ing  and  dogs  were  barking  as  we  passed  through 
the  streets,  while  numerous  little  groups  of 
idattem  women  and  children  were  assembled  at 
the  doors.  We  alighted  at  the  house  of  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  country,  who  had  travelled  in 
Europe,  and  who  speaks  English  very  well; 
but  we  found  that  he  was  absent  in  the  Sierra, 
on  a  visit  to  some  of  the  mines.  According  to 
a  previous  agreement  with  him,  we  took  pos- 
session of  the  house,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes 
put  the  siervants  into  requisition,  to  prepare 
our  supper  and  beds. 

While  at  tea,  several  neighbouring  gentle- 
men, and  two  of  our  countrymen,  residing  here, 
came  in;  we  passed  all  the  evening  in  the 
bouse,  conversing  with  our  guests,  one  of  whom 
(a  native)  we  found  to  be  very  intelligent  in  the 
history  of  the  country,  besides  possessing  very 
correct  notions  in  regard  to  Europe  and  the 
United  States. 
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The  conversation  turned  upon  the  conquest 
of  Mexico  and  Peru,  and  our  friend,  Don  Fran- 
cisco, who,  by  the  way,  was  as  thin  and  as  dry 
as  Don  Quixote  himself,  was  very  warm  in  the 
praise  of  Cortez  and  Pizarro.  He  defended 
the  latter  in  the  part  he  took  in  the  death  of 
Atahualpa  the  Inca,  who  was,  according  to  him, 
an  usurper,  and  deserving  of  his  fate.  When  I 
urged  Pizarro's  ignorance  and  baseness,  he 
argued  that  perhaps  any  other  chief  would 
have  pursued  a  similar  policy  under  similar 
circumstances,  and  that  it  was  hardly  probable, 
th^t  a  man  who  held  such  entire  sway  amongst 
his  followers,  should  be  unable  either  to  read  or 
write — particularly  as  he  governed  pien,  who, 
according  to  the  Fray  Calancha,  und^'stood 
both  those  arts — Don  Francisco  therefore  con- 
cluded that  such  reports  had  been  propagated 
through  envy  by  his  contemporaries.  . 

About  four  o'dock  the  next  morning,  we 
were  roused  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  firing 
of  rockets,  accompanied  by  the  music  of  haut- 
boys, horns,  and  violins,  which  were  altogether 
too  noisy  to  permit  us  to  sleep.  We  found  it 
to  be  a  part  of  a  church  ceremony,  and  when 
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we  looked  out  upon  the  street,  the  stars  were 
brilliant,  and  the  sky  almost  transparent. 

Soon  after  sunrise  we  visited  the  plaza, 
which  forms  part  of  every  Spanish  town.  We 
found  numbers  of  people  in  the  street,  passing 
thither  to  purchase  the  day's  provisions,  or  re- 
turning with  their  baskets  already  filled.  Now 
and  then  we  passed  a  door,  where  two  or  three 
old  men,  in  morning  gowns  of  calico,  and  white 
cotton  caps,  sat  smoking  the  segarrito,  and 
enjoying  the  freshness  of  the  morning. 

Along  one  side  of  the  plaza,  next  to  the 
church,  were  the  market  women,  sitting  amidst 
heaps  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  shaded  by  mats 
propped  up  with  canes.  The  women  were  all 
Indians,  short,  and  square-built,  having  coarse 
black  hair,  braided  down  the  back,  black  eyes, 
set  well  apart,  white  teeth,  and  flat  noses.  The 
expression  of  the  countenance  is  sad  and  very 
placid,  from  which  might  be  inferred  their 
great  docility,  and  patience  of  suffering.  The 
colour  of  the  skin  is  a  dark  copper,  and  smooth. 
They  are  an  ugly  race,  and  their  full  black  dress 
conceals  any  grace  their  figures  may  possess.  It 
is  called  the  *'  capus''  (pronounced  capoos),  and 
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coBOits  of  two  pieces ;  the  lower  part  is  a  pet- 
tiooal,  filfiMling  finom  above  the  ankle  to  the 
y^aniandwlBck  it  IS  gathered  full;  theuf^per 
part  is  itiiightj  and  maj  be  compared  to  a  bag, 
iw  wMA  Aa  are  left  for  Ae  head  and  arms ;  it 
is  looped  uf  on  the  shoulders  widi  a  blade  rib- 
bon or  string  like  an  inlands  slip.    A  broad 
sash  of  red  paases  round  the  hips  several  times, 
and  secmes  tbe  petticoat  and  lower  edge  <^ 
the  ' CKpas^whoA  being mudi  kn^per  than  the 
bodk,  &Qs  down  in  a  sort  of  bagging  fold,  so 
aa  to  CQBoeal  the  sarii.    The  ^  cap^s,''  sitting 
looaefy,  fidk  off  froaa  the  bust  in  front,  and  dis- 
corners  the  white  rhfmise  of  coarse  linen,  em- 
broidered with  blue  thread,  and  being  neatly 
pud^ered  about  Ae  nedi,  completely  cxmoeals 
the  boGom.    Tlie  deeres  of  the  chemise  are 
short,  Mdd  also  wotked  in  blue  or  pink  thread. 
A  soapulaiy  of  various  virtues,  or  a  string  of 
bbck  beads  and  a  cross  pending  in  front,  is 
the  \v^^  ornament  of  the  neck,  when  anj  is 


To  this  costume^  whidi  does  not  differ  very 
materially  firom  Uiat  used  ]^vious  to  the  con- 
quest, is  added  a  white  pondio  or  shawl,  woven 
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in  a  blue  pattern,  worn  over  the  shoulders,  and 
which  occasionally  serves  to  sling  **  the  mother's 
joy"  upon  her  back:  while  she  sits  spinning 
cotton  after  the  fashion  of  Pacasmayo,  or  dis- 
posing of  her  truck,  the  infant  sleeps  on  her 
back,  and  lolls  its  head  and  arms  out  of  its 
sack,  in  vain  endeavouring  to  reach  the  ground; 
and  it  is  rarely  that  these  children  are  heard  to 
^  weep  or  complain  while  near  the  mother.  The 
little  urchin  soon  learns  to  attract  the  parent's 
attention,  by  tugging  her  ear  or  hair,  and  is 
sure  then  to  be  hauled  by  the  heels  over  the 
shoulder,  and  his  lips  applied  to  the  fountain  of 
the  purest  as  well  as  the  earliest  food. 

On  another  side  of  the  plaza  are  three  or 
four  moveable  shambles  for  butcher's  meat, 
shaded  by  mats,  and  surrounded  by  a  bevy  of 
idle  curs.  Besides  a  variety  of  fruits,  amongst 
which  are  fine  cherimoyas  and  grapes,  several 
kinds  of  fish,  some  salted,  and  some  fresh,  were 
spread  out  on  mats ;  amongst  those  salted,  were 
the  flounder  and  skate.  A  small  shell-fish, 
known  to  conchologists  under  the  name  of 
donaxt  was  exposed  for  sale  in  little  heaps. 

The  want  of  small  coin  in  Lambayeque  has 
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making  change, 
here;  is  a  medio 
«%  €Bms^  thooigpi  m  Lima  the  coaitilla,  equal 
Id  half  that  asHiy  is  fioHid,  hot  in  limited  num- 
To  iCBaedf  tikig^  a  eonrentional  law  has 

dllo:  when  the 

loi^  time  without  visiterSy 

ao  much,  that  three 

veqoired  to  equal  diat  sam, 

hKioatiiig  than  the  cur- 

Ihaiil  or  Buenos  Ayies. 

TW  dres  of  the  aaak  Indians  oonasts  of  a 

of  faRodbea.  ti^^ft  rannd  tfie  hips»  and  \ooBe 

hmggmg  hrhindj  and  open  at  the  knee,  show- 

the  embroidered  finen  or  ootton  drawers. 

popchn^  feUed  and  kid  <yver  one  shoulder, 

dming  the  warm  weather,  and 
jad»t  is  worn.  A  large  hat  of 
Guaiaquil  anaiHifaftuie,  forms  a  conspicuous 
part  of  the  Aeai^  and  when  mounted,  the  heels 
are  armed  with  huge  spurs  of  iron  or  sHver. 
Like  the  women»  their  fiices  are  serene,  and 
scUom  fighted  by  a  smile;  they  are  short, 
square4»uilt^  and  possess  Tery  sturdy  limbs. 
The  pfaiaa,  at  an  early  hour,  presents  a  curi- 
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ous  scene  to  the  eye  of  the  stranger ;  and  if  he 
would  see  the  world  of  Lambayeque,  at  this 
season,  he  must  visit  this  spot  before  the 
powerful  sun  has  driven  everybody  home. 
Amongst  the  heaps  of  fruity  shaded  by  mats 
that  look  like  so  many  targets,  are  seated  the 
Indian  women,  in  the  capus,  d  la  Thtrque,  or 
threading  their  way  among  them  with  infants 
slung  upon  their  backs,  loitering  here  and 
there,  to  gossip  in  a  singing  tone,  and  pur- 
chase their  frugal  meals.  These  are  contrasted 
with  the  more  animated  Creoles,  Sambos,  and 
Whites,  of  both  sexes,  who  appear  in  gayer 
attire.  At  one  comer  are  assembled  the  asses 
and  mules,  with  empty  capachos  and  panniers, 
whisking  away  the  flies,  or  nodding  in  the 
shade.  The  bells  are  ringing,  and  on  the  ter- 
race around  the  church  are  seen  ladies  in  saya 
y  manto,  and  in  the  mantilla  of  Cadiz,  and  fat- 
beaded  friars  in  black  robes,  walking  very 
leisurely  to  matins  or  confession ;  for  at  this 
early  hour  the  conscience  is  lighter,  the  me- 
mory is  clearer,  and  the  stomach  is  not  employ- 
ed in  digestion.  At  the  same  time,  the  water- 
carriers,  seemingly  as  gay  as  the  morning,  are 
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hurrying  Blong,   chirpin^r  or  wbisiling  to  tbdr 
asses,  loaded   with    cxk>1    water  dripping  6om 
the  kegs. 

We  entered  the  only  church  in  Lamhtyeqne. 
It  is  built  of  adobes  and  brick,  is  terraced  round, 
and  occupies  one  side  of  the  plaza.    It  has  tk 
tower   or  belfry  about  a  hundred  feet  bi^ 
The  interior,  like  all  Catholic  churches,  contaiiw 
several  altars  and    saintly  shrines.     The  altar- 
cloths  are  secured  by  a  great  iron  hasp  and 
padlock,  which  conveyed  to  my  mind  a  dark 
meaning,  that  liad  some  relation  to  the  honesty 
of  those  who  visit  these  shrines.    The  pulpit, 
as  well  as  some  of  the  altars,  are  heavily  carved 
and  richly  gilt,  and  the  square  columns  are 
hung   with    crimson    damask,    trimmed   with 
tawdry  yellow  lace,  but  the  whole  is  tarnished 
and  covered  with  dust.    The  choir  contained 
an  organ,  a  rudely-constructed  but  sweet*toned 
harp,   two  horns,  two  vocalists,  and  a  violin. 
The  music  was  solemn  and  soothing  at  times, 
and  then  lively.     The  organ  always  sounded 
without  accompaniment. 

Several  women,  some  in  saya  y  manto,  and 
one  or  two  in  the  mantilla,  were  kneeling  on 
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mats  or  rugs,  in  the  nave  of  the  church,  count- 
ing their  beads,  while  two  priests  were  chant- 
ing mass  before  the  altar.  In  distant  comers 
of  the  temple,  two  were  kneeling  beside  con- 
fessionals, whispering  through  its  sieve-like 
pane  into  the  ear  of  a  friar  seated  within  the 
box,  while  two  or  three  irreverent  curs  were 
gamboling  amongst  the  kneeling  women.  One 
old  lady  was  apparently  much  annoyed,  and 
occasionally  interrupted  her  devotions  to  cast 
a  reproving  glance  upon  the  sporting  dogs,  and 
then  relaxed  her  countenance  to  a  proper  de- 
votional longitude.  Just  as  she  was  concluding 
a  prayer  with  "  Bendito  sea  Dios,"  a  little  dog 
leaped  against  her.  Her  equanimity  was  over- 
thrown, and  she  exclaimed  in  an  angry  but 
subdued  tone,  "  Zafe,  perro  sin  verguenza !" — 
'*  Out,  dog  without  shame  !"  but  the  dog  seemed 
to  enjoy  her  anxiety,  and  did  not  desist  tiU  she 
struck  at  him  with  her  rosary. 

About  noon,  in  spite  of  the  oppressive  heat, 
we  passed  through  the  silent  streets,  to  visit 
a  family  that  one  of  us  had  formerly  known. 
The  matron  made  her  appearance,  with  her 
arms   drawn  out  of  the  sleeves  of  her  dress. 
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which  were  pendent  at  her  sides,  ber  hiir 
hanging  down  her  back  and  shoulders,  and 
her  bosom  nearly  bane*  In  this  slovenly  Mttxre, 
for  which  the  heat  is  offered  as  an  apology, 
it  is  not  uncommon  for  married  ladies  of  J^am- 
bayeque  to  be  seen,  in  their  own  bouses,  during 
tlie  summer  season.  As  is  customary  in  other 
countries  besides  this,  the  conversation  began 
upon  the  weather.  "  Que  calor  hace  !** — "  How 
warm  it  is!"  said  Dona  Juanita,  (the  elderly 
matrons  are  always  pleased  to  have  the  diminu- 
tive annexed  to  their  names,  even  after  the  hair 
has  become  silvered,)  at  the  same  time  passing 
her  pocket-handkerchief,  first  on  one  side  of 
her  neck,  and  then  on  the  other,  to  dry  away 
the  effects  of  the  heat  of  which  she  complained 
This  remark  was  most  philosophically  replied 
to  by  a  young  Peruvian  of  our  party  :  — "  Si, 
Seiiorita! — Es  verdad,  pero  es  la  fruta  de  la 
estacion." — "  Yes,  madam  ! — It  is  true,  but  it 
is  the  fruit  of  the  season/' 

After  exhausting  the  subject  of  the  weather, 
not  forgetting  to  dwell  on  the  pleasures  and 
advantages  of  sea-bathing,  the  comparative  fa- 
cility of  learning  various  languages  was  next 
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discussed.  On  a  due  consideration  of  French, 
Italian,  and  English,  Spanish  was  decided  to 
be  more  easily  acquired  by  foreigners  than  any 
other,  "  porque  como  se  pronuncia  se  escribe,  y 
como  se  escribe  se  pronuncia,"  —  **  because  as 
it  is  pronounced  it  is  written,  and  as  it  is  writ- 
ten it  is  pronounced ;  but,"  continued  our  hos- 
tess, *'el  idioma  de  ustedes  se  escribe  de  un 
modo,  y  se  habla  de  otro," — "  your  language  is 
written  in  one  way,  and  spoken  in  another.** 
These  remarks  I  have  heard  in  every  town 
from  Valparaiso  to  Panama.  After  waiting 
some  time,  and  losing  all  patience  for  the  ap« 
pearanoe  of  the  young  ladies,  the  mother  ob- 
served, "Las  niSas  estan  pein^ndose," — "The 
girls  are  dressing ;"  but  as  the  hair  is  the  material 
part  of  the  female  toilet  in  South  America,  the 
ei^pression  is  better  rendered,  "the  girls  are 
combing."* 

*  I  am  informed  by  an  English  lady  who  has  long  resided 
in  Lima,  that  the  belles  never  wear  corsets,  except  on  the 
occasion  of  attending  public  balls ;  hence  whatever  beauty 
their  persons  may  possess  is  natural,  and  not  the  result  of 
that  much-to  be-deprecated  habit  of  squeezing  and  lacing,  so 
generally  practised  both  in  England  and  the  United  States, 
to  the  prejudice  of  health,  and  oflen  to  the  peril  of  life. 

VOL.  II.  2  A 
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About  five  lydock  the 
subsided,  and  the  bouses  in 
north  and  south,  cast  a  ot 
strolled  out,  and  found  a 
popul^on  seated  at  their  c 
ing  dgars,  and  the  womei 
beads  ornamented  with  fr 
Near  the  river,  which  pass 
of  the  town,  is  a  lai^  buil 
as  an  hospital,  but  now  in 
were  seated  upon  the  doa 
men,  amongst  whom  wer 
a  numbnr  of  officos  of  the 
and  chatting  over  their  dgi 

After  a  few  remarks,  we 
across  the  bridge,  which  is 
in  the  centre.  It  is  built  c 
and  covered  with  earth,  su 
algarrobo  wood  that  hav( 
hard  as  stone,  tbougb  they 
for  a  hundred  years.  Thei 
dred  feet  wide  Mid  twelvi 
Generally  it  runs  with  ar 
when  the  snows  melt  in  the 
hard  winter,  it   overflows 
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everything  before  it.  In  March  1791,  the 
town  was  inundated,  and  many  lives  destroyed ; 
again,  in  1828,  the  hospital  before  mentioned 
was  nearly  destroyed,  and  canoes  were  floated 
in  the  streets  for  several  days. 

Lambayeque  is  celebrated  for  its  excellent 
chicha,  and  it  is  one  of  the  few  places  in  Peru 
that  Taralla  speaks  well  of :  — 

'*  Que  llegas  a  Lambayeque 
Abundante  fertil  pueblo, 
Cuyos  Indios,  y  vecinos 
Son  del  agrado  el  modelo." 

Along  the  streets  are  seen  poles  projecting 
horizontally  from  the  tops  of  the  ranchos,  with 
a  bunch  of  corn-leaves  tied  on  the  end,  which 
indicate  that  chicha  is  to  be  sold  within.  Near 
the  extremity  of  the  bridge,  opposite  to  the 
town,  is  a  **  chicharia,"  at  present  in  high  re- 
pute for  the  excellence  of  its  liquor.  Here  we 
found  two  or  three  young  gentlemen  and  a 
jolly  friar,  styled  Fray  Tomas,  chatting  over 
their  mat^  o^  chicha,  and  smoking  cigars. 

Fray  Tomas  is  a  remarkable  little  man,  not 
only  for  his  short  stature  and  well-filled  rotun- 
dity, but  for  his  neat  manner  of  dressing.     He 

2a2 
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usually  wears  a  black  silk  vest,  carelessly  but- 
toned, so  as  to  display  to  advantage  a  neatly 
embroidered  shirt  bosom  and  ruffles,  black  vel- 
vet small-clothes,   secured  at  the  knee   with 
gold  buckles,  black  velvet  pumps,  tied  in  bows 
of  black  riband,  and  his  well-proportioned  calf 
covered  in  black  worsted  hose.     His  upper  gar- 
ment is  a  striped  gingham  surtout,  short  in  the 
waist,  and  reaching  below  the  knees.     A  low 
straight  stock,   with   purple  edging,   is  worn 
about  his  neck,  and  a  heavy  gold  chain  and 
seals  hang  from  his  waistband,  like  a  kedge 
anchor  fix)m  the  bows  of  a  frigate.     When  he 
walks  out,  he  wears  a  thin  black  cloth  doak, 
and  a  clerical  hat  rolled  up  at  the  sides,  which 
shelters  his  little  face,  at  the  same  time  hiding 
his  thin  black  hair  and  tonsure;   besides,  he 
carries  a  gold-mounted   MoUuca  stick  about 
four  feet  long.    Altogether,  Fray  Tomas  is  a 
trig,  merry  son  of  the  church,  of  fifty  years 
old,   who    leads    an    easy  life,    saying    mass, 
exhibiting  the  sacrament,  and  employing  his 
leisure  in  playing  cards,  smoking  cigars,  and 
drinking  chicha.     He  is  courteous  and  talka- 
tive,   and  delights  in    mixing   the    *^  Nectar 
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del  Peru,**  as  he  styles  it,  of  different  brewings, 
always  desiring  the  opinion  of  the  company 
whether  it  be  not  improved. 

Like  most  of  the  clergy  in  Peru,  he  is  skill- 
ed in  Latin  and  church  history,  and  besides, 
has  somewhat  of  an  antiquarian  taste,  which  he 
indulges  occasionally  upon  inquiries  about  the 
buacas  and  graves  of  the  children  of  the  sun, 
and  always  dwells  with  particular  gusto  upon 
the  chicha  sometimes  found  in  them,  which  he 
represents  as  becoming  much  stronger  than 
brandy.  Speaking  of  the  huacas,  the  question 
was  agitated,  whether  they  were  tombs,  or  de- 
p6ts  for  treasure,  or  strongholds.  Fray  Tomas 
thinks  they  are  the  dep6ts  for  treasures,  because 
the  burying-places  are  always  found  in  the 
plains,  and  that  nothing  but  treasures  are  ever 
found  in  the  huacas,  while  in  the  graves,  jars 
of  chicha,  or  some  implements  of  industry,  are 
only  met  with.  I  expressed  a  desire  to  visit  a 
huaca  which  is  near  the  town,  to  satisfy  my 
curiosity  upon  the  subject. 

At  this  moment,  a  tall  Indian,  whose  person 
was  but  partially  concealed  by  a  dirty  poncho 
rolled  about  him,  who  was  leaning  against  a 
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po6t>  arms  folded,  a  leg  croesed  over  the  other, 
toe  resting  on  the  ground^  and  head  redhiiog 
slightly  backward,  listenin^^  silentlj  to  our  oon- 
versation,  remarked,  that  it  would  be  dange- 
rous to  visit  that  huaca,  because  it  was  enchant- 
ed. ''  No  hay  tal — tu  no  sabes  nada** — *'  It  is  no 
such   thing — thou  knowest  nothing,*"  said  the 
priest  snappishly ;  and  then  in  a  softer  tone  said 
to  me,  "  No  le  crea  V"*-" — **  Don't  you  believe 
him  */*  at  the  same  time,  with  a  significant  look, 
moving  his  forefinger  before  his  nose  firom  one 
side  to  the  other.     He  then  observed,  that  there 
was  a  huaca  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which 
became  enchanted  in  a  curious  manner.    Two 
parties,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  inten- 
tions of  each  other,  commenced  mining  on 
opposite  sides,  at  night,  with  the  view  of  keep- 
ing their  work  secret.     At  last  the  adits  met 
in  the  centre,  and  when  the  earth  between  them 
grew  thin,   they  heard  strange  sounds,  which 
they  attributed  to  enchanted  Indians,  who  were 
disturbed  by  their  labours.     Presently  the  par- 
tition  broke,   and  there  was  a  rush  of  wind 
through  the  aperture,  that  reduced  all  to  dark- 
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ness.  The  workmen  threw  down  their  tools, 
and  fled  in  great  consternation ;  and,  though  it 
was  fully  explained,  the  lower  orders  never 
could  be  persuaded  that  the  huaea  was  not 
enchanted. 

Though  many  huacas  have  been  explored, 
and  yielded  large  amounts  in  gold,  there  are 
still  many  which  remain  untouched ;  these  may 
reward  the  enterprise  of  some  fortune-hunting 
individual.  There  is  an  anecdote  told  in  Trux- 
illo,  of  a  poor  but  industrious  Spaniard,  who 
gained  the  esteem  of  an  old  Indian  by  kind 
offices,  and  protecting  him  from  the  operation 
of  the  mita  system.  The  Indian  described  a 
spot  in  Chimu,  where  the  Spaniard  found  more 
than  a  million  in  gold,  in  utensils  and  orna- 
ments, and  promised  to  tell  him  before  his  death 
whare  he  might  obtain  much  more,  saying  that 
he  had  only  got  a  single  egg  from  the  nest  In 
gratitude  for  this  mark  of  confidence,  the 
Spaniard  purchased  an  exemption  from  per- 
sonal service  in  the  mines  for  the  Indian  and 
all  of  his  tribe,  but  the  old  man  died,  and  his 
secret  was  buried  with  him  ! 


TURLE  TEABS  IK  THE   PACIFIC. 

One  aftemoon  we  visited    some   huacas  in 

ike  Tidnity,  wUcfa,  among  the  Indians,  have 

the  n^iutation  of  being  endianted.     They  le- 

scmfaie  fortieses  moce  than  anything  dse.     In 

the  interior  of  one  of  them  there  is  a  wall,  made 

of  adobes  of  dilliaent  axes,  whidi  appears  as  if 

it  had  been  heavfly  ndned  on.    They  are  about 

dnrtT  feet  h^h,  a  hundred  feet  sqoar^  and  of 

a  pyramidal  diape.    There  is  no  trace  of  graves 

or  bones  anywhere   in    their  neighbourhood 

The  age  of  these  mounds  is  not  known,  for  we 

are  told  that  seven  hundred  years  ago   their 

onpn  and  use  were  as  great  a  mystory  as  at  the 

present  day.    The  term  Huaca,  in  the  Qoichua 

language,  signifies  ''to  weep,"  and  hence  the 

general   impression    that  these  mounds   were 

graves  or  pboes  of  interment.    The  amount  of 

treasure  taken  from  them  at   different  times 

is  very  great.     It  is  stated  in  the  **  Diario  de 

Lima,'*  for  1791,  that,  from  the  year  1550  to 

1590,  the  king  s  fifths  amounted  to  nearly  one 

hundred  thousand  Castellanos^  of  gold,  worth 

about  two  hundred  thousand  doUars ! 

*  A  CasteUano  b  one  huDdredth  part  of  a  Spanish  pound. 
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Chicha  was  a  liquor  used  by  the  aborigines 
before  the  conquest,  which  is  proved  by  its 
having  been  found  in  their  tombs.  Chicha  of 
the  present  day  is  of  the  consistence  of  milk,  of 
a  yellowish  colour,  and  when  poured  from  one 
vessel  into  another,  froths  like  beer  ;  generally 
its  taste  is  slightly  acid,  but  when  very  good, 
the  acidity  is  scarcely  perceptible.  The  pro- 
cess of  making  it  is  simple.  Indian  corn  is 
steeped  in  water  till  it  swells ;  it  is  then  dried, 
and  ground ;  the  flour  and  bran  are  boiled  in 
water,  strained,  and  left  to  ferment  twenty- 
four  hours,  when  it  is  fit  for  use.  Sugar  is  oc« 
casionally  added,  and  it  is  sometimes  made  into 
flip  with  eggs.  Foreigners  are  generally  dis- 
gusted with  chicha,  because  they  are  told  that 
it  is  made  by  chewing  the  com,  and  spitting 
the  saliva  into  a  common  receptacle,  where  it  is 
left  to  ferment !  This  is  called  "  chicha  mas- 
cada,"  and  I  am  assured  that  it  is  thus  made  in 
several  places.* 

*  Chicha  bears  some  resemblance,  at  least  in  its  manu- 
facture, to  the  Epeahla,  made  by  some  of  the  "  HoUon- 
tontes*'  on  the  Southern  coast  of  Africa. — See  Ou>en*8  Voyages 
io  explore  Africa  and  Arabia, 
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p^w  to  K6«^^-  .^  -I  que  acaba 

Bien  puedc  el  qu 
Perdlr  se  renoeve 

Elpotoenqoebebe 


Cubra  nuesuas  7- 
B,  chupe  y  q««f «» 
Y  eV  «q'i  »«"*""' 
^^'^''''^'f^.cabe.as 

La  que  bacet  ae 
De  «.ai.  6^'- 

Que  nos  trajo  la 
Para  envenenar. 
%s  n.uy  espu^o^"  • 
Y  yo  \a  ptefiero 

^  cuanW  ei 
Pudo  codiciar. 

El  Inca  la  usaba 
a«e  OS  mtoetnorml. 


O  8tt  caporal. 

Patriota*'  »<=• 
El  sevicbe  venga. 
T     ouatia  en  8egiu«»» 
Que  tambien  com 

Y  esita  &  y>^-  ^  ^^ 
Todo  indio  aosteng. 
con  el  poto  en  tnano 

Que  i  todo  titano 
Ha  de  «'borrecer_ 
patriaUa,  «c- 
Oh  Ucot  precioso  I 

T6  Ucor  peruano, 
Ucorsobrebumanc 

Oh  nectar  sabroao 

De  color  del  oro, 
Delindiotesorol 

Patriotas,  bebed. 

palriotas,  &c. 
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Sobre  la  jalea  De  nuestro  letargo 

Del  aji  untada  A  una  despertaroos : 

Con  mano  enlazada  Y  tamblen  logramos 

El  poto  apurad :  Libres  por  fin  ser. 

Y  este  brindis  sea  PatrioiaSy  &c. 

El  signo  que  damos  Gloria  eterna  demos 

A  los  que  engendramos  Al  heroe  divino 

En  la  libertad.  Que  nuestro  destino 

PcitriotaSf  &c.  Cambiado  ha  por  por  fin^ 

Al  ckliz  amargo  Su  nombre  gravemos 

Oe  tantos  disgustos  En  el  tronco  bruto 

Sucedap  los  gustos,  Del  ^rbol  que  el  fruto 

Suceda  el  placer.  Debe  i  San  Martin. 

PatriotaSy  &c. 

The  gourds  from  which  chicha  is  drunk  are 
called  mat^.  Gourds  grow  here  to  an  astonish- 
ing size,  and  are  converted  into  all  kinds  of 
household  utensils  required  by  the  Indians. 
The  small  ones  are  made  into  bottles,  drinking- 
cups,  and  plates,  and  the  large  ones  into  dishes, 
and  even  into  wash-tubs  ! 

The  Indians  and  common  people  pay  less  at- 
tention to  personal  cleanliness  than  at  any  other 
place  I  have  visited.  The  better  classes,  though 
slovenly  in  their  dress,  are  extremely  careful  to 
wash  and  bathe  frequently  in  the  river.  In  our 
walks,  we  often  saw  men  and  women  bathing 
together,  in  a  paucity  of  clothing  ;  and  children 
of  both  sexes,  of  eight  or  ten  years  of  age,  are 
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seen  plunging  in  the  river,  and  even  playing 
through  the  streets  entirely  naked. 

The  food  of  the  Indians  consists  of  a  little 
fish,  salted  or  fresh,  parched  com,  and  chieha. 
They  sometimes  indulge  in  eggs,  but  not  often, 
for  it  is  like  eating  up  their  own  gold  !  These 
people  still  bear  the  impress  of  the  Spanish  do- 
mination, evinced  in  their  silent,  tolerant  man- 
ners. They  are  extremely  superstitious,  and 
resort  to  witchcraft  for  the  cure  of  diseases,  and 
give  a  large  portion  of  their  gains  to  the  church; 
they  spend  everything  in  wax  for  religious 
ceremonies,  and  chieha.  The  women  carry 
heavy  loads  of  wood  and  great  jars  of  water, 
enough  in  appearance  to  weigh  down  a  man. 
They  are  a  short,  square-built  people,  possessed 
of  mild  countenances,  but  an  ugly  race  withal. 
Honesty  is  a  rare  virtue  among  them.  I  am 
told  they  were  in  the  habit  of  placing  combus- 
tibles against  store-doors,  and  silently  burning 
their  way  in ;  to  avoid  which,  many  doors  were 
made  double,  having  the  interstitial  space  filled 
with  rockets  to  give  alarm.  Both  in  Lambaye- 
que  and  Chiclayo,  a  town  about  five  miles  dis- 
tant, there  are  Indians  who  trace  their  genealogy 
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back  to  the  Caciques ;  and  one  old  man  in  the 
latter  village  is  familiarly  styled  "  el  Cacique." 

The  town  of  Lambayeque  contains  at  present 
about  twelve  thousand  inhabitants,  including 
Whites,  Blacks,  Sambos,  Indians,  and  Castes. 
The  streets  are  narrow,  and  intersect  each  other 
nearly  at  right  angles.  The  houses  are  gene- 
rally one  story  high,  and  resemble  those  of  Lima 
in  their  architecture.  There  are  no  wheeled 
carriages  in  the  place,  with  the  exception  of  a 
sort  of  cart,  made  of  heavy  pieces  of  algarrobo, 
supported  on  low  wooden  trucks,  and  drawn  by 
oxen. 

Many  years  ago,  this  place  was  inhabited  by 
Indians  alone,  the  capital  of  the  province  being 
Sana,  situated  a  few  leagues  to  the  southward  ; 
but  after  the  latter  town  was  sacked  by  an 
English  pirate,  about  the  year  1685,  the  inha- 
bitants removed  to  Lambayeque.  ^^  Old  Lam- 
bayeque" applies  now  to  the  site  of  an  ancient 
Indian  village,  about  four  miles  northward. 

The  country  around  for  many  leagues  is  a 
plain,  w^atered  by  the  river  of  Lambayeque, 
which  bursts  over  the  land  in  almost  every 
direction,  and,  like  the  Nile,   carries  fertility 
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Besides  ail  the  fruits  of  the  soil,  large 
amounts  in  silver  bullion,  from  the  mines  of 
Hualgayoc  and  Caxamarca^  are  exported,  in 
spite  of  the  law,  and  sold  either  at  Callao  or 
Valparaiso^  to  English  or  American  merchants. 
The  ingenuity  practised  by  the  owners  of  the 
sUver  to  elude  the  custom-house  is  admirable. 
It  is  sometimes  packed  in  bales  of  soap,  and 
sometimes  in  bags  of  rice,  and  in  that  way 
arrives  on  board  of  the  men-of-war,  where  the 
silver  is  removed,  and  the  rice  and  soap  sent  on 
board  of  some  merchant-vessel.  A  custom- 
house officer  once  observing  a  great  number  of 
apparent  bales  of  soap  that  were  being  embark- 
ed on  board  of  an  American  man-of-war,  re- 
marked very  archly,  "  The  Americans  must  be 
a  dirty  people  to  require  so  much  soap  to  keep 
one  ship's  company  clean  !" 

English  and  American  naval  commanders 
receive  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  freight  for 
carrying  specie  or  bullion,  and  one  per  cent, 
deposit.  The  French  government  does  not 
allow  their  officers  any  privilege  of  the  kind. 
This  freight  money,  with  the  English,  is  divid- 
ed between  the  captain,  admiral  of  the  station. 
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and  the  Greenwich  Hospital;  with  AmencBOi, 
it  ''is  to  be  equally  divided  between  tliec^»- 
tain  of  the  vessel  and  the  Navy  Pension  Fund." 
By  this  business,  in  the  time  of  the  revolution, 
some  commanders  gained  eighty  and  even  a  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  the  course  of  a  three 
years'  cruise.  In  those  days,  it  was  not  unccxn- 
mon  for  a  million  in  plate  and  bullion  to  be 
shipped  at  one  time,  to  save  it  from  the  hands 
of  patriot  or  royalist,  as  the  fortune  of  either 
happened  to  be  ascendant. 

The  Indians  manufacture  a  vauriety  of  cotton 
fabrics,  which  are  consumed  in  the  country; 
such  as  cotton  counterpanes  with  raised  figures^ 
straw  hats  of  a  variety  of  colours^  pet^tes  or 
mats,  and  segarr6:x>s. 

Some  years  ago,  a  holy  friar  and  his  nephew, 
who  was  anxious  for  promotion  in  the  Spanidi 
army,  left  Truxillo  for  Spain,  the  lattei;  carrying 
with  him  one  of  the  finest  segarr^ros  made  in 
the  country.  The  friar  contrived  in  a  short 
time  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  King,  and 
get  appointed  one  of  his  Christian  Majesty's 
confessors ;  and  the  nephew,  who  was  blessed 
with  winning  manners,  soon   became  in  such 
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high  'fiivour  as  to  visit  his  king  in  his  chamber 
before  he  arose  from  bed  ;  ''  for  you  know,**  said 
tbe  old  gentleman  who  told  me  the  story,  **  that 
kings  never  get  up  before  twelve  o'clock/* 
One  morning,  the  king  told  the  nephew  to  take 
a  dgar  from  the  royal  segarr^ro,  ''  which  was  a 
great  honour ;''  and  observing  that  it  was  a  very 
eoerae  one,  not  worth  more  than  two  reales  in 
Lambayeque,  the  young  man  very  humbly  pro- 
posed to  exchange  it  for  the  beautifully  fine  one 
he  had  brought  with  him.  To  his  unspeak- 
aUe  joy,  the  offer  was  accepted  !  For  a  time, 
the  king^s  segarr^ro  was  the  admiration  and 
theme  of  conversation  with  the  whole  Spanish 
court.  The  firiar  at  once  sent  to  Peru,  and  im- 
pelled the  finest  dgar-boxes  that  had  ever  been 
seen  in  all  Spain ;  and  such  was  the  rage  and 
fashion  for  these  segarr^ros,  that  they  sold  for 
fifty,  and  even  a  hundred  dollars  each,  and 
many  Indians  grew  rich  by  plaiting  them. 
But  the  most  important  result  of  the  exchange 
was,  that  his  majesty  appointed  the  young  man 
to  an  office  near  his  person,  which  was  no 
doubt  turned  to  advantage  both  by  the  confes- 
sor and  his  winning  nephew  ! 

VOL.    II.  2  B 
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One  Sunday,  we  mounted  our  hones  at 
seven  o'dock  in  the  mmiing,  and  set  off  for 
Chidayo.  The  road  winds  fint  anoong  algur- 
robo*trees  and  lagoons,  in  which  were  several 
storks  and  a  variety  of  white  herons  feeding ; 
and  the  trees  were  filled  with  wild  figeom, 
Near  Chidayo^  the  road  was  inclosed  between 
green  hedges,  running  through  fields  of  sugar- 
cane and  rice. 

The  entrance  to  the  town  is  through  a  gate- 
way, with  square  white  pillars,  and  over  a 
short  bridge  thrown  across  an  aoequia  or  ditdt 
The  first  building  is  a  large  one,  called  ^  Fae- 
toria  de  Tobacos^"  where,  during  the  Spanish 
colonial  government,  tobacco  was  bought  by  the 
Real  Hadenda,  or  Royal  Treasury,  and  padi^ed 
up  in  long  rolls,  about  two  inches  in  diameter, 
called  ''  mazos.**  A  million  of  these  rolls  were 
annually  exported  to  Chile,  where  this  tobacco 
is  esteemed  and  still  purchased  by  the  estanoo 
or  monopoly,  though  it  is  not  used  in  Peru. 
The  price  was  fixed  by  the  **  Direcdon  Gene- 
ral de  Lima*"  at  seventy-five  dollars  for  a 
thousand  rolls,  which  were  sold  at  the  same 
rate  per  hundred,  yielding  a  large  profit  to 


CHICLAYO.  171 

the  govanment.  Though  the  building  has 
changed-  masters,  it  is  still  used  for  drying 
Old  paddng  tobacco  for  exportation. 

Chidayo  is  smaller  than  Lambayeque,  which 
it  dosdy  resembles  in  general  appearance,  the 
population,  lately  very  much  increased,  not 
exceeding  eight  thousand  souls.  The  plaza 
is  a  parallelogram,  having  a  church  on  one 
comer.  On  one  ^ide  of  it  is  a  small  apothecary's 
diop,  tenanted  by  a  tall  yankee  master  of  the 
pesde  and  mortar,  whom  I  remember  to  have 
seen  several  years  ago  in  Lima.  He  told  me 
that  he  was»  married,  **  made  out  to  get  a 
fiving^"  and  that  th»^  was  an  American  car- 
ptater  in  the  place.  There  is  not  an  out-of- 
the-way  corner  in  the  world  where  some  of 
obr  enterprising  countrymen,  from  **  the  land 
of  ste^y  habits,"  are  not  met  with  [ 

We  stopped  at  the  house  of  Don  Antonio, 
which  is  at  one  end  of  the  square,  and  by  far 
the  neatest  in  the  place.  Don  Antonio  was 
making  his  toilet  in  the  sala,  and  saluted  us 
with  a  nod,  without  saying  a  word,  but  con- 
tinued buttoning  and  adjusting  his  shirt  bosom. 
One  of  our  party  thought  the  recie^tion  so 
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cold,  that  he   said  something  about  returoing 

Before   our    host  found  Irisure  to  Bfexk,  ^ 

had  examined    him,    the    apartment,  and  to 

furniture.      He  is  a  Spaniard,  about  forty  J^ 

of  age,    with    a    short    oorpulait  stoture,  ^^' 

mounted  by  a  square,   stupid,  inoflFensive 

not  at  aU   set  oflF  by   his  thin  hair  and  l^g*^^* 

coloured  eyebrows.      The  apartment  was 

lury,  clean,  and  floored  with  tiles.    "^  *     . 

luture    consisted    of    a    Guayaqu"  " 

stretched    across    one    end  of  t^®  '^  \^ 

leather-backed      sofas,    a    hiate^"'^       ^^ 

and  a  host  of  sulphur-coloured  Wio^**^^  ^ 

enough  to  make  one  pant  with   ^^^'       ^ 

of  tame  blackbirds  were  hoppir»^  *^*  ' 

ing  up  flies.  ^^  , 

At  last,  Don    Antonio,  witl»      *  .^^  ^ 

gathering   up  the  clothes  he  h^^  ^^^  as 

off,  said,  "  Puez.  Senores.  porqu^    ''"dot*'* 

ustedes?"— "  Well,  gentlemen,  wf^^^a  «« 

yourselves  down?"   and  disappea^'^e 

ment  into  the  next  room.      Wher^ 

he  drew  a  chair,  expressed  his  pl^^' 

visit,  inquiring  about  our    ride,  &<^ 

better  half,  who  is  young,  and  y^ 
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in  conyersation^  came  in,  followed  by  a  little 
curly^headed  girl  about  five  years  old,  who, 
Ocma  Josepba  told  us,  had  been  left  at  the 
docH*  when  an  infant,  and,  having  no  children, 
Don  Antonio  and  herself  considered  her  as 
their  own.  In  five  minutes,  in  spite  of  our 
first  impression,  we  were  perfectly  at  home, 
and  conversed  with  our  new  acquaintances  as 
if  we  had  known  them  for  years. 
.  The  table  was  supplied  with  cool  water, 
glasses,  and  some  excellent  Italia,  which  was  so 
Qordially  recommended,  that  a  president  of  a 
temperance  society  could  not  have  refused  it 
](q  a  few  minutes  breakfast  was  brought,  con- 
sisting  of  a  variety  of  substantial  dishes  in  the 
Spanish  style.  After  the  lady  retired,  we  sat 
an  hour  chatting  over  our  cigars  with  an  old 
Franciscan  who  came  in ;  and  then  Don  Isidro 
proposed  a  stroll  through  the  town. 

The  streets  were  dusty  and  hot,  and  we 
gladly  took  shelter  in  the ''  tina,"  or  soap-factory, 
belonging  to  our  friend  Don  Isidro.  He  makes 
large  quantities  of  soap,  and  tans  a  great  number 
qf  goat-skins.  Tanning  and  soap-making  are 
combined  here,  because  the  soap  is  made  from 
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goQte'  tallow,  to  obtam  which  the  whole  animal 
must  be  purchased.  Having  no  coopers  in  the 
place,  the  soap-tubs  or  boilers,  with  a  copper 
bottom,  are  built  up  in  an  octagonal  form,  of 
pieces  of  wood,  the  ends  of  which  are  dovetailed 
together,  and  the  seams  and  joints  caulked  like 
those,  of  a  ship.  The  barilla,  here  called  **  lito," 
is  obtained  at  Sechura,  a  few  leagues  to  the 
northward.  The  soap  is  cut  into  square  cakes 
of  five,  six,  or  nine  to  the  pound,  and  packed 
in  bales  called  ''  petacas"  for  exportation. 

The  goat-skins  are  tanned  and  dyed  by  the 
aid  of  a  plant  called  paipai.  A  hundred  thou- 
sand skins  of  cordovan  are  annually  exported 
from  the  province.  The  goats  are  fattened  on 
the  algarrobo  bean,  and  yield  from  seventeen  to 
twenty-four  pounds  of  tallow  each. 

The  whole  neighbourhood  of  Lambayeque 
and  Chiclayo  is  taken  up  with  soap^factories, 
tanneries,  and  sugar-mills,  in  most  cases  all  com- 
bined into  one  establishment.  They  are  only 
remarkable  for  the  rudeness  of  their  structure. 

Leaving  the  soap-wcxrks,  we  visited  several 
families,  but  found  only  the  gentlemen  at  home, 
all  the  ladies  having  gone  to  church. 
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The  news  of  n  late  revolution  had  just  reached 

Cbidayo,  isnd  was  the  absorbing  theme  of  con^ 

versafion.    An  old  gentleman  in  company  re^ 

marked,  **  that  a  general  commotion  throughout 

Peru  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  country, 

because  it  would  serve  to  unite  the  liberals,  and 

[Nit  dovm  the  tyrant  Gamarra  and  his  army, 

whose  otily  use,  since  the  state  was  at  peace, 

wtt  to  support  the  executive — ^that  these  local 

disturbances  were  scarcely  felt  beyond  the  ca*- 

pitaly  and  in  fact  they  were  not  aware  of  the 

existence  of  the  government,  except  when  it 

levied  contributions  to  support  the  soldiery  kept 

about  the  president's  palace — that  trifling  revo«- 

lutions  only  irritated  and  increased  the  com* 

l^aints  of  the  people,  '  quienes  son  todos  mui 

patriotas  para  hablar,  hasta  que  se  toca  la  bolsilla 

*<-«elitonoes  se  callan  ;* — who  are  all  great  patriots 

in  talk,  till  the  purse  is  touched — then  they  are 

sikfit." 

We  next  visited  the  church,  which  was 
erdwded  with  women,  sitting  upon  their  heels 
in  the  nave,  waiting  for  the  commencement  of 
mass.  The  bells  were  chiming  right  merrily  \ 
and  presently  we  heard  approaching  music.     In 
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afew  minutes,  a  priest,  followed  by  a  half-dozen 
•Chic1a3ro  patricdans,  under  cocked-hats,  and 
adorned  with  bows  of  red  ribands  tied  in  the 
button-holes,  entered.  Immediately  after  them 
walked  a  dozen  Indians,  bearing  long  palm- 
leaves  in  their  hands,  to  be  blessed  by  the  priest, 
previously  to  being  affixed  to  the  windows  of 
thdr  huts,  to  keep  off  witches  and  disease. 
When  the  padre  reached  the  great  altar,  which 
was  hidden  by  a  large  green  curtain  with  a 
yellow  cross  upon  it,  the  women  rose  up  on 
their  knees,  and  having  scrupulously  adjusted 
the  dress  so  as  to  conceal  their  feet,  assumed  a 
devout  look,  and  crossed  themselves  a  half-dosien 
times.  The  voice  of  the  organ  rolled  among 
the  arches,  smoke  rose  from  the  censers,  and 
drculated  around  the  priest  and  the  pahns; 
and  two  or  three  Indians,  who  had  fallen  asleep 
behind  the  bench  upon  which  we  were  seated, 
started  up,  and  were  quickly  kneeling  and  cross- 
ing. Our  patience  was  exhausted;  so  we  re- 
turned to  Don  Antonio's,  and  saw  from  his 
door  a  procession  issue  from  a  chapel  called  La 
Recoleta,  and  enter  the  church.  We  were  too 
fiir  off  for  a  satisfactory  view,  and  the  heat  was 
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too  great  to  attempt  to  get  nearer.  All  we 
could  distinguish  was  that  they  carried  palms 
(being  Palm  Sunday)  and  lighted  candles, 
though  the  sun  was  glowing  in  meridian  effuU 
gence. 

We  chatted  and  smoked  cigars  in  the  house 
for  an  hour  or  two.  During  the  conversation, 
curiosity  prompted  me  to  ask  a  lady's  age,  prin« 
cipally  because  she  said  she  had  married  young. 
^  Nos^  de  veras ;  hay  madres  curiosas  que  apun- 
tan  cuando  nacen  sus  hijos,  pero  la  mia  no  era  una 
de  esas !"  —  **  Indeed  I  do  not  know ;  there  are 
mothers  curious  enough  to  note  down  when 
their  children  are  bom,  but  mine  was  not  one 
of  those !"  This  was  said  with  so  much  inge- 
nuousness that  I  could  not  suppose  it  was  for 
evasion;  in  fact,  the  ladies  in  Peru,  when 
married,  do  not  keep  their  ages  a  secret. 

About  three  o'clock,  the  table  was  set  out 
with  fruits  of  different  kinds,  and  we  were 
invited  "  to  refresh  ourselves."  After  partak- 
ing of  the  fruits,  several  dishes  of  meat,  dress- 
ed in  various  ways,  succeeded  each  other  to 
the  number  of  ten  or  twelve ;  and  then  follow- 
ed a  dessert  of  puddings,  custards,  and  cakes. 
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h  freqnentfy  to  take  breath* 
preoeded  fay  m  nmnber  <tf  men 
bearing  candles,  two  or  three  In- 
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ti  jewels^  which  are  genenUy  kianed  them 
their  mistresaes  for  the  occasion,  carrying 
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ailyer  brazeros  of  coals,  upon  which  others,  ever 
and  anon,  sprinkled  frankincense.  A  priest, 
in  full  canonicals,  followed;  and  the  accom- 
panying band  was  playing  lugubrious  airs. 
One  evening,  the  scourging  of  the  Saviour  m 
the  presence  of  Pontius  Pilate  was  the  scene 
represented ;  the  guards  were  dressed  for  all 
the  w(»rld  like  old  Continental  soldiers,  with 
Uack  beards  and  bristly  moustaches,  which 
strongly  reminded  us  of  our  boyish  days,  when 
we  were  delighted  with  the  figures  in  ''Jesse 
Sharpless's  wax- works"  at  Philadelphia.  These 
processions,  which  are  paid  for  by  voluntary 
contributions  from  the  Indians,  serve  to  enliven 
the  place,  but  at  the  same  time  bring  religion 
into  disrespect  with  the  better  informed. 

•*How  would  you  tolerate  such  puppets  in 
your  country,  before  which  everybody  must 
stand  uncovered?"  asked  a  friend.  ** These 
are  all  inventions  of  the  priests  to  filch  money 
from  the  ignorant,  who  give  their  pittance 
to  secure  for  themselves  a  short  detention  in 
purgatory,  and  a  free  passage  through  the  gate 
guarded  by  St.  Peter !" 

"Before  you  condemn  the  clergy  of  these 
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countries,  look  to  the  United  States,  and  tell 
me  whether  there  are  no  abuses  to  be  corrected 
io  them.  How  many  hypocritical  enthusiasts, 
who  have  thrown  aside  the  thimble  and  goose, 
or  the  lap-stone  and  awl,  *  to  obey  a  call/  are 
now  robbing  women  of  their  pin-money,  and 
children  of  their  cakes,  under  the  pious  pretext 
of  saving  souls,  in  order  to  live  in  idleness  them- 
selves !"  It  is  these  apostates  of  St.  Crispin  who 
luring  religion  into  disrespect,  and  make  us 
laughed  at  by  the  thinking  of  all  parts  of 
the  world ! 

We  frequently  visited  the  chicharia  over  the 
bridge :  the  house,  partly  from  antiquity,  and 
partially  from  the  frail  nature  of  the  materials 
of  which  it  is  constructed,  has  a  decided  in- 
clination towards  the  street,  which  the  owners 
have  opposed  with  stout  logs  of  algarrobo  pla* 
oed  against  the  eaves.  The  interior  presents 
a  small  apartment,  or  rather  covered  entrancct 
furnished  with  two  or  three  high  leather^back- 
ed  chairs,  and  as  many  wooden  benches.  At 
our  last  visit.  Fray  Tom  as  sat  swinging  his 
legs,  which  did  not  reach  the  ground,  and 
sipping   chicha   from   a    mat^    of   wholesome 
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capacity.  A  little  dried-iip  custom-house  of-^ 
ficer,  in  a  yellow  striped  jacket,  occupied  one 
of  the  chairs  opposite  to  him,  smoking  a  paper* 
cigar.  Both  these  gentlemen  were  listening  to 
a  gay  story,  told  by  a  tall  fine-looking  man, 
who  had  been  in  the  army,  but  is  now  ad- 
ministrador  of  the  custom-house.  Further, 
there  was  a  little  group  of  gentlemen,  smoking, 
latighing,  and  chatting ;  and  two  pre-eminently 
Ugly  Indian  women  were  squatted  by  a  bed 
of  coals,  broiling  fish.  They  were  shaded  by 
a  few  canes  laid  side  by  side,  their  ends  rest^ 
ing  on  a  rickety  fence  of  reeds,  that  separated 
them  from  the  high  road. 

One  of  these  Indians  had  a  child  about  two 
yean^  old  slung  upon  her  back ;  and  the  squalid 
little  thing  kept  striking  its  mother  to  gain  at- 
tention, but  in  vain ;  she  continued  putting^ 
fish  on  the  coals,  and  coals  on  the  fish,  without 
noticing  anything  else.  An  Indian  girl,  as 
ugly  as  either  of  the  others,  who  acted  as  an 
attendant,  wore,  instead  of  the  capus,  a  piece 
of  cloth  rolled  about  her  person,  extending  from 
the  armpit  below  the  knee,  secured  over  the 
breast  by  strings  tied  over  the  shoulders  and 
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to  eating  with  their  fingers.  Those  who  could 
Dot  find  room  at  the  table,  got  a  fish  on  a 
gourd  plate  with  a  handful  of  mot^,  and  eat 
as  they  walked  up  and  down,  inviting  us  to 
join  them.  Though  we  had  just  dined,  and  the 
food  was  so  rudely  served,  we  found  the  fish 
and  mot^  very  good.  Fray  Tomas  and  his 
friend  the  custom-house  officer  formed  a  se- 
parate mess,  seated  on  a  mat,  with  a  great  gourd 
dish  of  beef  and  rice  stewed  with  aji,  garnished 
by  a  mat^  of  chicha,  and  another  of  mot^. 
The  padre  plied  his  gourd  spoon  so  rapidly, 
that  everything  like  articulation  was  precluded; 
but,  true  Spaniard- like,  never  forgetting  po- 
liteness, he  conveyed  an  invitation  to  us  by 
pointing  into  the  dish,  and  nodding  his  head, 
with  a  look  which  made  the  whole  gesture 
quite  intelligible.  The  custom-house  officer  was 
not  far  behind  his  companion.  One  of  the  curs 
was  disposed  to  join  them,  in  spite  of  the 
rebufis  given  him  by  the  priest,  under  whose 
arm  he  now  and  then  found  an  opportunity  to 
run  his  nose  into  the  dish,  and  scamper  oflp 
with  a  piece  of  hot  meat.  We  joined  in  eating 
mot^  and  drinking  chicha,  and  I  ventured  to 
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oompfiment  the  Indian  on  her  cookery:  ber 
onlj  reply  wm^  ^Ay!  Senor,**  ^(Aen  in  the 
osnal  haU-sii^^ii^  kind  of  tone,  as  she  conti- 
nued poking  the  fire. 

We  foQowed  the  whole  party,  after  they  bad 
ended  the  feast,  to  the  InUiard-rooni,  where 
some  were  playing  UUiards,  while  others,  seated 
in  the  comers,  were  gambling  with   dice  or 
caids.    The  young  men  pass  their  eTenings  in 
this  way,  and,  when  they  lose,  always  attribute 
it  to  scxne  unusual  run  of  luck.    Last  night  a 
custom-house  officer  lost  all  his  money  with  the 
curate  and  some  others,  who  left  him  seated  on 
a  bendi,  holding  fast  to  his  chin,  staring  va- 
cantly on  Ibe  billiard-table,  and  looking  like  a 
man  in  despair.     To-night,  however,  he  was  in 
luck ;  the  curate  grew  desperate,  and  increased 
his  bets  till  he  placed  all  he  had  in  his  pocket  on 
the  table.    The  devil  was  in  the  dice,  for  they 
it^ed  against  the  clergyman,  and  in  favour  of 
the  custom-house  officer,  who,  amidst  the  dead 
silence  of  the  astonished  losers,  swept  the  table, 
apparently  delighted  in  prolonging  the  chinking 
of  the  silver  and  gold,  as  they  dropped  from 
sight,  piece  by  piece,  into  his  straw  hat,  and  in 
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his  turn  walked  off,  leaving  the  curate  to  con- 
sole himself  with  a  paper  cigar.  Whether  long 
halHt  had  inured  him  to  losses,  whether  his  pro- 
fession had  taught  him  resignation,  or  whether 
he  derived  consolation  irom  the  little  paper 
cigar  that  smoked  so  cheerfully  around  his  nose, 
I  could  not  determine ;  but  the  fact  is,  he  did 
not  appear  to  be  much  distressed.  The  custom- 
house officer,  flushed  with  success,  ventured  his 
winnings  at  another  game  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  room.  Directly  there  was  a  loud  laugh ; 
and  I  saw  him  sit  down  by  the  curate,  and, 
lighting  his  cigar,  torture  his  features  to  look 
cheerful,  but  the  whole  effort  only  resulted  in  a 
grin. 

We  left  Lambayeque  about  twelve  o'clock, 
and  embarked  on  a  large  balsa,  called  £1  Sacra* 
mento,  which  was  laden  with  supplies  for  our 
ship.  The  crew  consisted  of  ten  brawny  In- 
dians, who,  like  all  of  their  tribe,  wore  the  hair 
braided  behind,  and  cut  short  from  the  crown 
to  the  forehead,  except  a  long  tuft  in  the  cen. 
tre.  Their  dress  was  complete  in  a  pair  of  cloth 
trousers. 

All  being  ready,  the  square  sail  was  hoisted, 
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and  one  end  of  the  balsa  pushed  off  towards  the 
breakers,  while  the  other  was  retained  on  the 
beach  by  a  rope  held  by  a  party  of  Indians 
on  shore.  Presently  the  sail  filled,  a  heavy 
wave  broke  roaring  on  the  beach,  sending  a 
sheet  of  foamy  water  towards  the  shore,  and 
our  balsa  was  afloat.  The  bals^ros  who  had 
been  bearing  off  the  bow  of  the  vessel,  or  rather 
raft,  gave  a  shout,  jumped  on  board,  and  the 
rope  was  let  go.  The  sail  was  now  sufficient  to 
urge  us  steadily  through  the  surf  into  the  open 
sea,  aided  by  broad  paddles,  called  rudders, 
which  the  Indians  worked  cheerily.  As  we  got 
into  deep  water  several  short  planks  were  forced 
down  between  the  logs,  giving  steadmess,  and, 
like  the  keel  of  a  ship,  keeping  the  balsa  near 
the  wind. 

After  we  were  fairly  under  way,  the  Indians 
put  on  their  ponchos  and  sat  themselves  down, 
with  gourds  of  mote  and  little  shell-fish,  before 
mentioned,  called  donax.  At  four  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  we  reached  the  ship,  and,  having  been 
thirteen  days  in  port,  got  our  anchor  and  put  to 
sea. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Paita. — Bay. — Town. — Piura. — Whalers.— A  fish  story. 

At  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  on  the  10th  of  January 
1888,  we  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Paita,  which 
is  situated  in  5°  9!  south  latitude.  Its  con- 
figuration resembles  that  of  Valparaiso,  but  is 
of  greater  extent.  For  several  leagues  to  the 
north  and  south,  the  land  is  a  flat  waste,  com- 
posed of  rocks  and  clay  filled  with  marine 
shells.  It  bears  the  appearance  of  having  been 
submerged  at  some  remote  period  ;  not  a  green 
spot  or  even  a  blade  of  grass  meets  the  eye 
in  any  direction.  A  liard  sand-beach  stretches 
round  the  harbour,  which  is  completely  shel- 
tered from  all  prevailing  winds.  The  atmo- 
sphere is  remarkably  clear  at  all  seasons,  and 
the  moon  is  said  to  be  more  beautifully  pale 
than   in   any   other  part  of  the  world.     The 

2  c  2 
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climate  is  dry,  and  equal  in  temperature.  A 
sea-breeze  usually  sets  in  about  ten  or  eleven 
o  clock,  A.  M.,  and  blows  till  sun-down ;  in  the 
summer  season,  before  that  hour,  it  is  some- 
what sultrw 

A  verj-  short  time  enables  you  to  survey  the 
whole  town.  It  is  built  under  a  precipice 
of  clay  and  stone,  upon  a  lap  of  land  of  irre- 
gular superficies.  It  consists  of  two  or  three 
parallel  streets,  connected  by  narrow  alleys  or 
lanes.  The  houses  are  constructed  of  split 
canes,  brought  from  Guayaquil,  where  they 
grow  to  a  large  size ;  they  are  lashed  to  the 
wooden  frame  with  cords,  and  are  plastered 
with  mud ;  they  present,  in  the  early  stage  of 
construction,  the  appearance  of  large  cages.  I 
inferred,  from  the  great  peakedness  of  the  roofs, 
that  heavy  rains  were  frequent,  but  learned 
on  inquiry  that  it  is  only  once  in  two  or  three 
years  that  there  is  a  shower  from  a  stray  doud. 
The  dews,  however,  compensate  for  the  ab- 
sence of  rain,  though  they  are  thrown  away 
upon  the  ungrateful  soil  in  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity. The  number  of  inhabitants,  according 
to  the  captain  of  the  port,  amounts  to  three 
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thousand,  "  mal  contado" — "badly  counted," 
and  consists  chiefly  of  Indians  and  their  pro- 
geny. The  main  street  now  presents  a  busy 
appearance ;  houses  are  being  built,  and  others 
are  falling  under  the  march  of  improvement. 
Whalemen  are  swaggering  before  the  doors 
of  the  pulperias,  and  talking  of  their  exploits 
with  "  the  fish."  Children  are  sprawling  about 
in  the  sand  at  play,  and  their  parents  seem  to 
be  sleeping  in  the  thresholds.  At  the  "  Union 
Sociable,"  according  to  the  advertisement  on 
the  door,  may  be  had  «  Uillar  y  Caf6"— "  Bil- 
liards  and  Coffee;"  this  is  the  fashionable  re- 
sort, and  the  balls  are  never  at  rest.  The  fe- 
male part  of  the  community  spend  a  large 
portion  of  time  swinging  in  straw  hammocks. 
At  night,  in  the  summer,  the  whole  population 
seem  to  live  in  the  street ;  after  wearying  them- 
selves with  dancing  to  the  tinkling  of  guitars 
by  moonlight,  in  spite  of  the  dews,  they  stretch 
themselves  out  on  the  ground  before  the  doors 
to  sleep.  In  all  parts  of  South  America,  the 
people  live  to  enjoy  themselves,  and  the  com- 
mon people  indulge  more  generally  in  innocent 
amusements   than   those   of  similar   classes   in 


390  TUREE  YEARS   IN   THE   PACIFIC. 

the  United  States ;  national  music,  perhaps, 
has  a  tendency  to  amuse  the  populace,  and 
prevent  it  from  resorting  to  sensual  dissipa- 
tion ! 

Paita,  which  was  discovered  by  Pizarro,  is 
the  sea-port  of  Piura,  also  founded  by  the  con- 
queror in  1532,  and  called  San  Miguel.*  Piura 
is  fourteen  leagues  in  the  interior,  built  on  a 
river  of  the  same  name.  It  is  celebrated  for 
the  salubrity  of  its  climate,  and  visited  by  num- 
bers of  valetudinarians,  to  drink  of  the  waters 
of  the  river,  which  are  said  to  be  strongly  im- 
pregnated with .  sarsaparilla,  that  grows  abund- 
antly on  its  banks.  The  town  contains  ten 
thousand  inhabitants,  and  is  a  market  for  Eu- 
ropean and  American  goods,  which  are  there 
sold  and  sent  to  the  different  villages  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  exports  from  Paita  are  cinchona  bark, 
rhatany,  silver,  and  wool. 

Paita  has  figured  in  the  history  of  the  buc- 
caneers from  the  earliest  periods,  and  has  suf- 
fered as  much  from  their  invasions  as  any  other 
port  in  the  Pacific.     It  was  sacked  on  the  24th 

•  Hcrrera. 
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of  November  1741,  by  Lord   Anson,  who  is 
now  familiarly  spoken  of  by  the  old  inhabit- 
ants as  "  Jorge  Anson."     He  landed   so  few 
of  his  people,   that  the  Paitanians  carried  off 
quantities   of  their  treasure,  and  buried  it  in 
the  sand,  yet  the  Admiral  found  wealth  enough 
left  to  surprise  him.     Don  Nicolas  de  Salazar, 
who  was  at  that  time  Contador  of  Piura,  aided 
by  a  Negro,  fired  two  small  guns  from  a  fort 
that  had  been  abandoned,  but  ammunition  was 
so  scarce  that  he  loaded  them  with  hard  dol- 
lars.* 

This  port  is   a  rendezvous   throughout   the 
year  for  American  whalers,  who  resort  to  it 
to  refresh  their  crews,  to  cooper  their  oil,  and 
to  fill  up  their  supplies  of  vegetables  and  pro- 
visions.    For  this  purpose,  they  are  allowed 
to  sell  goods  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  dollars,  duty  free ;  but  they  generally 
exceed  the  law,  and  dispose  of  certain  "  ven- 
tures" at  the  risk  of  seizure  and  confiscation. 
I  asked  the  captain  of  a  whaler  in  port,  whether 
he  was  not  afraid  of  being  detected  in  these 
transactions.     He  replied,  "  Why   you   see   I 

*  Noticias  Secretas,  p.  180. 
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never  know  how  things  gets  asbcMne — they  will 

have  *em,  and  I  am  mostly  asleep  when  they 

takes  *em  away !     But  there  b  no  trade  now. 

When  I  first  came  to  the  South  Sea,  in  1805, 

we  used  to  get  just  as  much  as  we  chose  to  ask 

for  anything.     Our  captain  had  a  barrel  of  gin 

fixed  in  the  bulk-head,  so  one  half  of  it  was  in 

the  cabin,  and  the  other  in  the  maters  room 

When  the  people  knew  we  had  this  liquor, 

they  flocked  aboard  with  bottles  and  gourds; 

and  while  the  captain  drew  off  gin  in  the  cabin, 

the  mate  was  in  his  room  pouring  in  water,  so 

that  I  guess  the  barrel  was  sold  three  times 

full  for  about  six  dollars  a  gallon  T 

\V  halers  form  a  distinct  class.  When  sev^ 
vessels  are  assembled  at  any  of  the  places  of 
rendezvous,  the  oldest  captain  in  company  is 
styled  the  admiral  They  have  suppers  on 
board  one  of  the  ships  every  night,  to  which 
all  present  are  invited  by  hoisting  a  flag  before 
sunset  I  attended  on  one  of  these  occasions, 
and  was  much  amused  with  the  peculiar  slang 
of  these  people.  ''  Come,"  said  the  caption, 
"  take  a  cigar  ;  you  '11  find  *ein  pretty  much  half 
Spanish,  I  guess.'' 


A   FISH   STORY.  398 

I  inquired  of  one  who  had  been  relating 
some  exploits  with  whales,  whether  he  never 
felt  that  he  was  in  danger.  "  Why,  I  always 
think,  if  I  have  a  good  lance,  the  fish  is  in  most 
danger !" 

I  asked  another  whether  he  had  ever  met 
with  an  accident. 

*^  I  can't  say  exactly  as  how  I  have,  though  I 
came  plaguy  near  it  once.  You  see  we  was 
off  the  coast  of  Japan,  right  among  a  shoal  of 
whales,  and  all  hands  was  out  in  the  boats  ex- 
cept me  and  the  cook.  I  was  lookin  at  the 
creaturs  with  the  glass,  and  saw  one  on  'em  flirt 
her  tail  agin  a  boat,  and  it  was  a  caution  to  see 
the  scatterment  she  made  of  her.  All  the  boys 
were  set  a  swimmin,  so  the  cook  and  me  jump- 
ed into  a  boat  and  picked  'em  all  up.  Directly 
the  fish  bio  wed  close  to  us,  and  I  took  an  iron 
and  sunk  it  into  her,  and  I  know  how  to  strike 
a  whale  as  well  as  any  man ;  but  the  creatur 
canted  the  wrong  way,  and  I  know  how  a 
sparm  ought  to  cant ;  and  comin  at  us  full  tilt, 
with  her  jaws  as  wide  open  as  a  barn-door,  bit 
the  boat  smack  in  two  in  the  middle.  Then 
she  chawed  up  one  end  on  her ;  and  by  the  time 
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we  got  hold  on  the  other,  she  come  at  us  agin, 
and  making  another  bite,  took  me  by  the  back 
betwixt  her  teeth,  and  shook  me  as  a  puppy 
would  a  ball  of  yam,  and  I  guess  she  wouldn't 
have  dropped  me,  if  the  mate  hadn't  come  up 
in  another  boat,  and  shoved  in  his  lance  till  she 
was  sickened!  As  good  luck  would  have  it, 
we  was  all  picked  up  without  any  accident ;  but 
I  got  five  of  her  tooth  prints  in  my  back  to  this 
day  r 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Geography  of  Peru.  —  Repartimientos.  —  M ita  System,  — 
General  La  Mar. — General  Gamarra. 

The  once  extensive  empire  of  Peru,  whose 
foundation  by  the  Incas  is  shrouded  in  the 
darkness  of  fable  and  an  uncertain  tradition, 
was  bounded,  at  the  period  of  the  conquest, 
on  the  north  by  the  Blue  river,  or,  in 
the  language  of  the  country,  the  Ancalmayu, 
which  is  near  the  equator,  and  between  Pasto 
and  Quito ;  on  the  south  by  the  river  Mauld, 
which  crosses  the  kingdom  of '  Chile  to  the 
north  of  the  country  of  the  Araucanians ;  on 
the  east  by  the  snow-capped  Ritisuyu,  or  band 
of  snow,  that  stretches  from  Santa  Martha  to 
the  Straits  of  Magellan ;  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Pacific  Ocean.     In  the  course  of  time  its  extent 
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was  diminished.  In  1718,  the  provinces  form- 
ing  the  kingdom  of  Quito  were  separated  from 
it ;  and  in  1778,  the  viceroyship  of  Buenos  Ayres 
was  taken  away. 

In  1791,  Peru  extended  from  two  degrees  to 
twenty-three  of  south  latitude ;  it  was  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  kingdom  of  New  Granada, 
and  on  the  south  by  the  desert  of  Atacama. 
On  the  east,  a  gloomy  desert  of  five  hundred 
leagues  in  extent  separated  it  from  Brazil,  Pa- 
raguay, and  Buenos  Ayres.  On  the  west  the 
Pacific  still  lashed  its  shores. 

At  present,  the  Republic  of  Peru  is  separated 
from  the  territory  of  Equador,  on  the  north, 
by  the  river  Tumbez ;  on  the  south  it  is  bound- 
ed by  Bolivia,  the  limits  of  which  are  not  yet 
settled ;  on  the  east  by  Brazil,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  Pacific. 

The  territory  is  divided  into  seven  depart- 
ments, and  each  department  into  provinces. 

DepATtmentt.  Provinces. 

.  -  jArica,  Callyoma,  Camana,  Cercado,  Conde- 

(      suyos,  Moquegua,  Tarapack. 
r  Andaliuaylas,  Cangallo,  Castrovireyna,  Hua- 

Ayacuclio9.  ^      manga,    Huaiicavelica,    Huanta,    Lucanas, 
V      Parinacoclias,  Tayacaja. 
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Departments.  Provincee. 

iAbancay,  Aymaraes,  Galea,  Cercado,  Cota- 
bambas,  Chumbivilcas,  Paniro,  Paucartam- 
bo,  Quispicanchi,  Tiota,  Urubamba. 
.  (Cajatambo,  Conchucos,  Huaylas,  Huamalies, 

I     Huanuco,  Hauri,  Jauja,  Pasco. 
/-Cajamarca,  Chachapoyas,  Chota,  Huamachuco, 
Libertad  10.  <       Jaen,  Lambayeque,  Maynas,  Pataz,  Piura, 
V.     TrujiUo. 

{Canta,  Cafiete,  Cercado,  Chancay,  Huarochirt, 
lea,  Santa,  Yauyos. 

{Azangaro,   Carabaya,   Chueuito,    Huaneane, 
Lampa. 


PopulaHan 

in 

1795. 

Department*. 

Arequipa,     - 

- 

- 

- 

136,812 

Ayacucho,  - 

- 

- 

- 

159,608 

Cuzeo, 

- 

- 

- 

216,382 

Junin, 

- 

- 

- 

200,839 

Libertad,     - 

- 

- 

- 

230,970 

Lima, 

- 

- 

- 

149,112 

Puno, 

Total, 

156,000 

1,249,723 

This  population  is  composed  of  three  original 
castes — Spaniards,  Indians,  and  Negroes.  The 
secondary  species,  arising  from  these  three,  are 
the  Mulatto,  from  the  Spaniard  and  Negro; 
Quarteroon,  from  Mulatto  and  Spaniard;  and 
the  Mestizo,  from  Spaniard  and  Indian.     The 
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other  subdivisions  are  as  numerous  as  the  pos- 
sible combination  of  the  primitive  castes. 

The  coast  is  occupied  by  a  chain  of  arid, 
craggy  hills,  and  sandy  deserts.  Several  lakes, 
many  of  them  very  extensive,  expand  their 
bosoms  to  the  sky,  some  of  which  are  on  the 
very  summits  of  the  Cordillera.  Such  is  gene- 
rally the  face  of  the  country ;  yet  its  watered 
valleys  and  quebradas  contain  populous  towns 
and  villages,  and  enjoy  a  benign  climate,  while 
the  elevated  situations  in  the  Sierra  are  extreme- 
ly cold,  the  thermometer  ranging,  on  the  Pam- 
pas de  Bonbon,*  which  are  forty  leagues  to  the 
eastward  of  Lima,  constantly  from  84**  to  40"  of 
Fahrenheit. 

Almost  coeval  with  the  conquest  of  Peru  by 
the  Spaniards,  the  country  was  divided  into 
districts  or  corrigimientos,  over  which  a  cor- 
regid6r  or  praetor  was  appointed  to  rule,  with 
power  to  judge  and  punish  civil  and  criminal 
offences  in  the  name  of  the  king.  A  tribute  of 
one-third  was  exacted  by  law  from  every  In- 
dian over  eighteen  years  of  age,  which  was  col- 
lected till  he  completed  fifty-five,   when   he 

*  Celebrated  for  the  mines  of  Pasco. 
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became  exempt.  The  corregiddr  or  prsetor  was 
charged  with  its  collection,  and  for  this  purpose 
visited  all  the  villages  and  estates  twice  an- 
nually. The  praetors  made  arbitrary  distribu- 
tions of  goods  amongst  the  Indians,  at  most 
exorbitant  prices,  and  which  the  individual 
dared  not  refuse,  however  useless  the  articles 
allotted  to  him  might  be.  These  repartimien. 
tos,  or  distributions,  were  made  throughout 
Peru,  excepting  in  the  Audiencia  of  Quito, 
Paraguay,  and  the  modern  missions  in  the 
Sierra.  The  tribute  was  intended  by  the 
Spanish  court  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians, 
in  paying  the  curates,  teachers,  and  alcaldes; 
but,  from  the  cupidity  of  the  corregidores,  be- 
came a  system  of  most  cruel  and  unheard-of 
oppression.  No  crime  was  alleged  against  the 
unhappy  aborigines ;  there  was  no  fault  save 
theu-  docility  and  ignorance. 

Two  modes  of  collecting  the  tribute  were 
adopted.  In  the  first,  a  register  of  the  number 
of  Indians  in  the  prcetorship,  liable  to  pay  tri- 
bute, was  made  out  from  the  baptismal  and 
burial  records,  and  an  account  rendered  to  the 
Royal  Audiencia  at  Lima.      This  plan  gave 
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room  to  great  fraud  on  the  public  treasury,  for 
the  corregid6res  sometimes  detained  the  tribute 
collected,  in  their  own  hands,  for  years,  under 
various  pretexts,  and  employed  it  in  trade.  A 
second  plan,  resorted  to  in  the  province  of  Quito, 
and  approved  by  the  Viceroy  of  Peru,  Marqu^ 
de  Villa  de  Gkircia,  was  to  sell  the  tribute  to 
the  highest  bidder  at  auction,  and  in  this  case 
the  corregid6r  always  had  the  preference.  Not- 
withstanding the  law,  tribute  was  exacted  from 
Indians  two  or  three  years  before  they  com- 
pleted the  eighteenth  year,  and  long  after  they 
had  attained  fifty-five — even  decrepit  old  men 
of  more  than  seventy  years  of  age,  and  who 
begged  for  their  subsistence,  were  forced  to 
pay  the  tribute.  The  law  exempted  all  the 
Caciques  and  their  heirs;  alcaldes;  all  who 
served  in  the  church,  and  all  those  who  were 
corporeally  or  mentally  deficient ;  yet  they  did 
not  escape  the  grasping  avarice  of  the  corre- 
gid6res,  who  were  poor  men  that  came  to  India 
to  make  their  fortunes,  coute  qui  coute ;  they 
generally  retired  at  the  end  of  five  years,  the 
term  for  which  they  were  appointed,  with  for- 
tunes of  from  one  hundred  thousand  to  a  half 
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a  million  of  dollars,  according  to  the  district  al- 
lotted to  them. 

Compassion  prompted  brothers,  wives,  and 
children,  to  task  themselves  doubly,  to  assist 
those  in  paying  the  tribute  who  were  exempt 
by  law,  that  they  might  not  see  their  near  re- 
latives cruelly  scourged  for  its  default,  by  the 
fiendish  collectors  appointed  by  the  corregidor. 
Thus  were  they  doubly  oppressed.  It  often 
happened,  too,  that  the  tribute  was  twice  exact- 
ed. When  paid,  the  collector  gave  the  Indian 
a  receipt,  which,  from  ignorance  and  want  of  a 
place  of  safety  for  keeping,  was  soon  lost,  and 
when  called  on  by  another  collector,  he  was 
again  forced  to  pay,  in  spite  of  every  protesta- 
tion. The  Indians,  when  absent,  were  forced 
to  pay  the  tribute  in  the  district  in  which  they 
happened  to  be  at  the  time  of  collection,  and  if 
they  did  not  show  receipts  on  their  return,  they 
were  forced  to  pay  a  second  time.  If  destitute 
of  means^  the  collector  seized  any  valuable  he 
could  lay  hands  upon  in  his  miserable  hut ;  and 
if  not  enough  to  satisfy  his  demand,  the  Indian 
was  set  at  some  day-labour,  at  low  wages,  until 
the  debt  was  discharged.     Misery  and  oppres- 

VOL.    II.  2   D 
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sion  soon  ended  his  unhappy  days,  if  his  wife 
and  daughters  were  not  able  to  free  him  by 
their  extra  tasks ! 

The  corregidores  masked  their  cruel  iniquity 
and  oppression  under  a  pretended  zeal  for  the 
service  of  the  king  and  royal  treasury,  in  order 
to  self^ggrandizement. 

In  the  province  of  Quito,  besides  the  exaction 
of  tribute,  the  corregidores  employed  the  In- 
dians like  slaves,  at  very  low  wages,  either  in 
weaving  cotton,  or  in  the  fields  of  their  own 
estates.  The  slightest  pretext  was  sufficient  to 
seize  the  mule  or  cow  of  an  Indian,  as  a  fine 
for  his  offence ;  in  fact,  no  means  of  oppression 
were  left  unpractised. 

With  a  view  of  encouraging  industry  amongst 
a  people  naturally  idle,  as  is  the  case  with  all 
savage  and  semi-civilized  nations,  all  the  corre- 
gid6res  south  of  Loxa  were  directed  to  carry 
with  them  a  supply  of  such  articles  as  were 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  Indians,  and  dis- 
tribute them  amongst  them.  Being  obliged  to 
pay  for  these  at  moderate  prices,  it  was  thought, 
would  be  an  incentive  to  industry,  and  the 
means  of  improvement.     Such  was  the  princi- 
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pie  of  the  repartimiento,  or  distribution,  which, 
ill  practice,  became  the  most  horrible  system  of 
tyranny  and  oppression  that  history  has  re- 
corded, and  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to 
the  great  bloodshed  and  depopulation  of  South 
America. 

On  receiving  his  appointment,  the  corregid6r 
went  to  any  merchant  in  Lima,  whom  he  might 
find  willing  to  give  him  credit,  and  purchased 
an  assortment  of  articles  to  be  distributed  in  his 
corregimento.  He  generally  took  a  large  por- 
tion of  unsaleable  articles  off  the  merchant's 
hands,  and  paid  an  exorbitant  price  for  every 
thing ;  for,  being  poor,  he  was  unable  to  make 
cash  purchases. 

He  commenced  the  distribution  by  assigning 
to  each  Indian  a  certain  quantity  of  goods,  at 
an  arbitrary  price,  and  then  gave  a  list  of  them 
to  the  cacique  of  the  village  or  town.  It  was 
in  vain  that  the  Indian  protested  against  the 
price,  and  his  total  inability  to  pay  for  articles 
which  he  did  not  require,  and  of  which  in  many 
instances  he  did  not  even  know  the  use.  Of 
what  use  was  a  yard  of  velvet  or  satin  to  these 
poor  savages,  for  which  they  were  charged  forty 

3d2 
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or  fifty  dollars! — or  silk  stockings? — to  what 
end  were  locks  to  men  living  in  straw  cabins, 
without  a  single  article  of  furniture,  save  per- 
haps an  earthen  cooking-vessel  and  a  few  gourd 
dishes  ? — What  a  cruel  jest  it  was  to  practise 
on  men,  entirely  destitute  even  of  down  on 
any  part  of  their  bodies,  to  force  upon  them 
razors,  looking-glasses,  and  scissors,  though 
they  never  cut  their  hair !  Yet  all  those  things, 
and  more,  the  Indian  was  compelled  to  receive 
at  almost  incredible  prices.  Two  years  and  a 
half  were  given  to  pay  for  the  first  distribution, 
at  the  end  of  which  period  another  was  made ; 
the  second  was  not  so  great,  and  consisted  of 
articles  which  might  serve  them  for  some  use- 
ful  purpose.  Besides  these  two  general  reparti- 
mientos,  or  distributions,  the  corregidor  made 
frequent  visits  to  the  towns,  and  gave  to  those 
who  were  prompt  in  payment  such  articles  as 
they  absolutely  required,  at  very  exorbitant 
prices.  In  each  village  of  his  jurisdiction,  he 
established  a  shop,  where  all  were  forced  to 
purchase,  because  no  other  was  allowed.  These 
were  termed  voluntary  sales;  but  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  in  the  first  distribution,  the 
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most  useless  articles  were  given  out,  and  those 
of  absolute  necessity  reserved  for  the  second 
and  irregular  distributions. 

The  distribution  of  mules  will  serve  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  repartimiento.  A  corregidor 
generally  purchased  from  five  to  six  hundred 
mules,  at  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  dollars 
each,  and  allotted  to  each  Indian  from  four  to 
six,  according  as  he  estimated  his  capacity  to 
pay  for  them.  He  charged  them  generally 
from  forty  to  forty-four  dollars  each.  The 
Indian  was  prohibited  from  hiring  his  mules 
without  permission  from  the  corregiddr,  under 
the  pretext  of  preventing  illicit  trade. 

When  travellers  or  merchants  required  mules 
for  transporting  their  baggage  or  merchandise, 
they  applied  to  the  corregidor,  who  looked  over 
his  list  of  those  who  had  received  mules,  and 
ordered  those  who  were  most  indebted  to  him 
to  undertake  the  journey.  He  received  the 
amount  of  the  freight,  and  reserved  one-half  on 
account  of  the  debt ;  one-fourth  was  given  to 
the  traveller  or  merchant,  to  defray  the  expense 
of  food  for  the  mules,  and  the  remaining  fourth 
was  paid  to  the  peones  or  Indians,  who  accom- 
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panied  the  caravan  to  load  and  feed  the  animals, 
so  that  nothing  was  left  to  the  Indian  to  whom 
the  mules  belonged.  One-half  of  that  fourth 
given  to  the  peones  was  reserved,  on  account  oi 
the  repartimiento  or  distribution  of  goods. 

The  Indian  set  out  on  his  route,  which  in 
Peru  was  generally  a  long  and  toilsome  one,  and 
it  frequently  happened,  that  from  fatigue  one 
of  the  mules  died.  In  this  case,  being  obliged 
to  continue  his  journey,  he  was  forced  to  seU 
one  of  his  mules  at  a  very  low  price,  and  with 
the  proceeds  hire  two  others ;  so  that  when  he 
arrived  at  the  place  of  destination,  he  had  two 
mules  less,  and  nothing  as  an  equivalent  in 
their  place.  He  was  left  without  means  of  sub- 
sistence, and  a  long  and  rugged  road  between 
him  and  his  home.  A  bare  chance  alone  re- 
lieved his  distress ;  sometimes  he  met  with  a 
return  freight,  which,  however,  from  the  fatigue 
of  his  mules,  and  their  reduced  number,  was 
necessarily  small,  and  if  it  was  enough  to  re- 
place his  loss,  he  thought  he  had  made  a  suc- 
cessful trip,  though  after  two  or  three  months' 
absence  he  had  gained  nothing. 

After  the  mules  were  paid  for,  the  corregidor 
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no  longer  employed  the  Indian,  to  afford  him 
an  opportunity  of  paying  other  debts,  all  of 
which  were  kept  strictly  under  separate  heads ; 
but  he  required  payment  in  cloth  and  the  pro- 
ducts of  his  little  farm  or  garden.  Sometimes 
he  distributed  more  mules,  though  the  Indian 
did  not  require  them,  in  order  to  increase  the 
recua  or  drove,  that  he  might  have  the  advan- 
tage of  employing  a  greater  number. 

It  not  unfrequently  happened,  that  the 
mules,  from  being  driven  hundreds  of  leagues, 
from  change  of  climate  and  pasture,  grew  sick 
and  died,  even  in  a  day  or  two  after  they  had 
been  delivered  to  the  Indian.  An  instance  of 
this  kind  fell  under  the  notice  of  UUoa  in 
1742. 

Sometimes  they  distributed  or  reparted  wines, 
brandies,  olives,  or  oil,  which  the  Indians  never 
used.  For  a  botija  of  brandy  (aguai*diente), 
they  were  charged  from  seventy  to  eighty 
dollars;  and  if  they  could  dispose  of  it  for 
ten  or  twelve,  they  esteemed  themselves  for- 
tunate. 

Such  was  the  practice  of  the  repartimiento, 
and  truly  does  UUoa  exclaim,  "  The  corregidores 
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must  have  been  abandoned  by  the  hand  of  God, 
to  practise  such  iniquities!" 

In  1780,  the  corregidor  of  Chayenta,  Don 
Joaquin  de  Aloz,  and  the  corregidor  of  Tinta, 
Don  Antonio  Arriaga,  made  three  reparti- 
mientos  in  one  year.  The  Indians,  unable  to 
bear  such  oppression,  rose,  put  to  death  the  cor- 
regidores,  and  every  Spaniard  that  fell  into  their 
hands.  The  veteran  troops  marched  from  Lima 
and  Buenos  Ayres  to  the  interior  of  Peru,  and 
from  Jujui  to  Cuzco  became  a  bloody  theatre  of 
cruelty  and  vengeance.  After  a  desolating  war 
of  three  years,  the  Indians  again  fell  under  the 
Spanish  yoke,  and  their  chief  cacique,  Tupac 
Amaru,  after  seeing  his  wife  and  children  coldly 
butchered  before  his  eyes,  was  sentenced  to 
death  by  the  Spanish  authorities.  The  execu- 
tioner tore  out  his  tongue,  and  then  he  was 
quartered  alive,  being  jerked  asunder  by  the 
violent  efforts  of  four  horses  pulling  in  opposite 
directions !  This  rebellion  put  an  end  to  the 
repartimientos,  but  in  every  other  respect  their 
cruel  state  was  not  ameliorated.* 

Connected  with  the  corregidores  and  reparti- 

*  Noticias  Secretas. 
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mientos,  was  a  system  of  cruelty  practised  on 
the  Indians,  known  by  the  name  of  Mita. 

The  mita  was  a  law,  which  obliged  every 
estate  and  district  to  give  a  certain  number  of 
Indians  to  labour  in  the  mines  and  on  the 
haciendas.  By  this  law  the  Indian  was  free  at 
the  end  of  a  year ;  but  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
importance;  for  whether  a  "mitayo"  or  not, 
his  toils  were  the  same,  whether  employed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  corregiddr,  the  miner,  or 
haci^ndado  (farmer).  All  the  provinces  of 
Quito  and  the  Serrania,  except  Pisco  and  Nasca, 
were  under  the  mita.  The  customs  observed 
in  Quito  will  illustrate  those  of  the  others. 
The  haciendas  were  divided  into  four  classes : 
first,  the  agricultural ;  second,  those  for  grazing 
large  cattle ;  third,  those  for  rearing  small  cat- 
tle; and  fourth,  those  on  which  cotton  and 
wool  were  manufactured. 

On  an  haci6nda  of  the  first  class,  an  Indian 
received  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  dollars  a 
year,  together  with  a  piece  of  ground  from 
twenty  to  thirty  yards  square  for  his  own  cul- 
tivation. For  this  sum  he  was  obliged  to 
work  three  hundred  days  in  the  year,  sixty-five 
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being  allowed  for  Sundays  and  other  prescribed 
feasts  of  the  church.  The  mayordomo,  or  over- 
seer, carefully  noted  the  nunfiber  of  days  the 
Indian  had  worked,  in  order  to  settle  the  ac- 
count at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Each  Indian  paid  from  his  salary  eight  dol- 
lars tribute,  and  supposing  that  he  received 
eighteen,  ten  were  left,  from  which  two  dollars 
and  two  reales  were  deducted  for  a  **  capisayo" 
to  cover  his  nakedness,  leaving  him  seven  dol- 
lars and  six  reales  to  maintain  his  family,  and  to 
pay  the  fees  exacted  by  the  curate.  This  was 
not  all.  The  land  allotted  to  him  was  so  small 
that  it  would  not  yield  sufficient  maize  to 
nourish  his  family  ;  he  was  therefore  usually 
forced  to  purchase  from  his  master  six  fan^gas 
of  com,  at  twelve  reales  the  fan^ga,  making 
nine  dollars :  so  that,  after  having  toiled  three 
hundred  days,  and  cultivated  his  little  garden, 
without  receiving  anything  but  a  coarse  capi- 
sayo  and  six  fan^gas  of  com,  he  was  brought 
in  debt  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  dollar  and 
six  reales,  which  were  carried  forward  in  the 
account  of  the  next.  If  an  animal  died  upcm 
the  estate,  it  was  brought  in,  and  distributed 
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to  the  Indians  at  a  high  price,  though  the 
meat  was  in  such  a  condition  that  they  were 
obliged  to  cast  it  to  the  dogs  !* 

If  his  wife  or  a  child  died,  the  Indian's  misery 
was  at  its  height.  The  mitayo  was  anxious  to 
find  means  to  pay  the  curate  the  rites  of  bu- 
rial, and  was  forced  to  apply  to  his  master  for 
money  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  church  ! 
If  the  mitayo  were  fortunate,  and  did  not  lose 
one  of  his  family,  then  the  curate  obliged  him 
to  bear  the  expense  of  some  ecclesiastic  "  func- 
cion"  or  entertainment  in  honour  of  the  Virgin, 
or  some  saint;  thus  forcing  him  to  contract 
another  debt,  and  leaving  him,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  owing  more  than  the  amount  of  his 
hire,  without  his  having  even  touched  money 
or  received  an  equivalent.  In  this  manner  the 
master  acquired  a  right  over  his  person,  and 
obliged  him  to  continue  in  his  service  till  the 
debt  should  be  paid ;  which  being  impossible, 
the  Indian  became  a  slave  for  life,  and,  con- 
trary to  all  equity,  the  children  were  made  to 
pay  the  inevitable  debt  of  their  father ! 

Another  cruelty  was  practised.     In  years  of 

*  NoticiaB  Secretas. 
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.'eek,  and  scrupulously 
I  short   of  the   prescribed 
•'  lency  was  charged  to  the  In- 

^  ,  without  taking  into  considera- 

ason,  the  pasture,  or  the  quantity  of 
-ided;  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
»  his  mita  ought  to  have  expired,  he  was 
.ore  enslaved  than  ever  ! 
On  those  haciendas  where  flocks  were  pas- 
tured, the  Indian  shepherd   received  eighteen 
dollars,  if  he  had  charge  of  a  complete  "  ma- 
nada,**  (which  in  Europe  is  five  hundred  sheep,) 
and    if    two,    something    more,    though    not 
double,  as  it  should  have  been.     They  did  not 
escape  the  cruel  tyranny  exercised   on  all   of 
their  race.      The  flocks  were   counted   every 
month,  and  if  one  were  missing,  unless  brought 
forth  dead,  it  was  charged   to   the  Indian ;  — 
though  the  pasture-grounds  were  in  the  wilds 
of  the  Andes,  and  subject  to  the  inroads  of 
condors,  that  often  carried  away  the  lambs,  in 
spite  of  the  shepherd  and  his  dogs,  and  that  too 
before  their  eyes. 

The  hut  of  an  Indian  was  so  small  that  he 
could  scarcely  extend  himself  in  it.      It  con- 


y.'^  ^^priving  them  of  nourishment,  left 
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being  allowe^^  ./'  failure  of  the  crops,  the 

feasts  of  th  .  .  '*'*  ^'^  *^^  chief  article  of 

seer   car  y  Indians,  rose  to  three  or  four 

^#  - ' 

Indiar        '  ">g*  5  '^^  masters  would  not  give 
cour        '•:1''^''  ^"Crease  their  salaries,  but  sold 

V 

I        ^  ^  perish  with  hunger !     This  happened 
^province  of  Quito,  in  1743  and  1744* 

-^iinmense  mortality  was  the  consequence,  and 
^y  towns  and  estates  were  depopulated. 

The  only  opportunity  the  Indians  had  of 
tasting  meat,  was  when  a  carcass  was  snatched 
from  the  talons  of  condors  and  vultures,  for 
which  they  were  charged  an  exorbitant  price, 
and  punished  if  they  refused  to  swallow  this 
often  disgusting  offal ! 

The  Indians  who  became  mitayos  on  the 
haci^*ndas  of  the  second  class,  where  black  cattle 
were  chiefly  reared,  sometimes  gained  more 
than  the  day-labourers,  but  their  toil  was 
greater.  Each  one  was  charged  with  a  certain 
number  of  cows,  and  with  the  milk  of  which 
they  were  required  to  make  a  stipulated  quan- 
tity of  cheese,  that  was  given  to  the  overseer  on 

*  Noticias  Secretas. 
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the  last  day  of  every  week,  and  scrupulously 
weighed.  If  it  fell  short  of  the  prescribed 
weight,  the  deficiency  was  charged  to  the  In- 
dian's account,  without  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  season,  the  pasture,  or  the  quantity  of 
milk  yielded;  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  his  mita  ought  to  have  expired,  he  was 
more  enslaved  than  ever  ! 

On  those  haciendas  where  flocks  were  pas- 
tured, the  Indian  shepherd  received  eighteen 
dollars,  if  he  had  charge  of  a  complete  "  ma- 
nada,"  (which  in  Europe  is  five  hundred  sheep,) 
and  if  two,  something  more,  though  not 
double,  as  it  should  have  been.  They  did  not 
escape  the  cruel  tyranny  exercised  on  all  of 
their  race.  The  flocks  were  counted  every 
month,  and  if  one  were  missing,  unless  brought 
forth  dead,  it  was  charged  to  the  Indian;  — 
though  the  pasture-grounds  were  in  the  wilds 
of  the  Andes,  and  subject  to  the  inroads  of 
condors,  that  often  carried  away  the  lambs,  in 
spite  of  the  shepherd  and  his  dogs,  and  that  too 
before  their  eyes. 

The  hut  of  an  Indian  was  so  small  that  he 
could  scarcely  extend  himself  in  it.     It  con- 
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tained  no  moveables ;  his  bed  was  an  undressed 
sheepskin;  his  dothes  a  capisayo,  which  was 
never  taken  off,  not  even  to  sleep;  his  suste- 
nance, two  or  three  spoonfuls  of  meal,  taken 
dry  into  the  mouth,  and  washed  down  with 
water,  or  chicha,  when  he  could  get  it ;  to  this 
was  sometimes  added  a  handful  of  corn,  boiled 
till  the  grain  burst ! 

The  fourth  class  of  haci6ndas  were  the  manu- 
facturing, where  wool  and  cotton  were  con- 
verted into  cloths,  baizes,  serges,  &c. 

With  the  dawn  the  Indian  repaired  to  his 
task.  The  doors  of  the  workshops  were  then 
closed  till  mid-day,  when  the  wives  were  ad- 
mitted to  give  their  husbands  the  scanty  noon- 
day meal,  for  which  a  very  short  time  was 
allowed.  When  darkness  prevented  them  from 
working  any  longer,  the  overseer  entered  and 
collected  the  tasks;  those  Indians  who  had 
been  unable  to  conclude  them,  without  listen- 
ing  to  reasons  or  excuses,  were  most  inhumanly 
scourged,  and,  to  complete  the  punishment, 
imprisoned,  though  the  workshop  was  nothing 
but  a  jail !  During  the  day,  the  master  and 
overseer  made  frequent  visits  to  the  manufac- 
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tory ;  and  if  any  negligence  were  discovered  on 
the  part  of  any  one  of  the  workmen,  he  was 
immediately  chastised.  All  of  the  task  left 
unfinished  was  charged  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
so  that  the  debt  went  on  increasing,  till  the 
master  acquired  a  right  to  enslave,  not  only  the 
Indian,  but  his  whole  family. 

Those  who  failed  to  pay  the  tribute  to  the 
corregidor,  and  who  were  consequently  con- 
demned to  the  manufactories,  shared  a  still 
more  cruel  fate.  They  received  a  real  a-day, 
one  half  of  which  was  retained  on  account  of 
the  tribute,  and  the  other  for  the  Indian's 
maintenance;  and,  as  he  was  not  allowed  to  go 
out  of  his  prison,  he  was  compelled  to  receive 
for  it  whatever  his  master  pleased  to  give  him. 
Always  looking  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth, 
without  regarding  the  means,  the  master  usu- 
ally gave  such  com  as  had  become  damaged  in 
his  granary,  and  the  carcasses  of  those  animals 
that  died  on  the  estate.  For  want  of  nourish- 
ment, nature  was  exhausted ;  the  unhappy  In- 
dian fell  sick,  and  often  died,  without  paying 
off  his  tribute.  The  Indian  lost  his  life,  and 
the  country  that  inhabitant ;  here  is  one  source 
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of  the  great  depopulation  of  Peru.  The  greatei 
number  of  the  Indians  died  with  their  tasks  in 
their  hands.  Complaint  of  sickness  was  un- 
heeded, and  he  was  deemed  happy  who  reached 
a  wretched  hospital,  where  to  expire !  An 
order  to  labour  in  the  manufactories  was  re- 
garded with  the  greatest  horror.  Wives  consi- 
dered their  husbands  already  dead,  and  children 
wept  for  their  parents,  when  the  order  was 
received ! 

It  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  meet  Indians 
on  the  road,  tied  by  the  hair  to  a  horse's  tail, 
dragged  to  the  manufactories !  A  mestizo  or 
negro  was  generally  the  conductor,  who  rode 
the  animal !  ♦ 

On  the  slightest  provocation,  the  Indian  was 
forced  to  lie  flat  upon  the  ground,  and  count 
the  stripes  on  his  bare  back,  given  as  a  punish- 
ment. When  he  arose,  he  was  taught  to  kneel 
before  whoever  had  beaten  him,  and  kissing 
his  hand,  say,  "  Dios  se  lo  pague !" — May  God 

*  Indians  were  dragged  two  hundred  leagues,  as  mitayos, 
to  toil  in  the  mines  of  Potosi  I — JITS'.  RepoH  <^the  Chvenwr 
ofAzangoTo* 
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ward  you  !  It  was  not  only  in  the  workshops 
that  they  were  thus  punished,  but  private  indi- 
viduals,  and  the  curates,  often  scourged  ihem 
in  the  same  manner ! 

This  was  the  ordinary  castigation.  When 
the  ire  of  the  enraged  master  was  not  satisfied, 
a  more  horrible  mode  of  torment  was  resorted  to. 
Two  pieces  of  light  wood  were  set  on  fire,  and 
rubbed  together  so  as  to  cause  the  sparks  to  fall 
in  a  shower  on  the  bare  back  of  the  Indian 
while  he  was  receiving  the  stripes !  Starvation, 
imprisonment,  and  blows,  were  the  corporeal 
pains  inflicted  ;  but  greater  than  all,  was  cut- 
ting off  the  hair,  which  was  to  degrade  the 
Indian  to  the  basest  infamy!  In  short,  no 
species  of  torment  that  unbridled  vengeance 
could  suggest,  was  left  unpractised  by  the 
Spaniards. 

^^  It  was  a  common  saying  among  the  judi* 
cious  and  compassionate  of  that  time,  that  their 
continued  fasts,  perpetual  nakedness,  constant 
misery,  and  immense  punishment,  suffered  from 
the  day  of  their  birth  till  that  of  their  death, 
was    a   sufficient  atonement  for  all   the  sins 

VOL.  u.  2  E 


418  THREE   YEARS   IN    THE    PACIFIC. 

that  could  be  attributed  to  them,  and  rendered 
them  worthy  of  canonization,  as  saints  in  the 
church."* 

So  horrible  was  the  name  of  Spaniard,  or 
Viracocha,  (which  term  comprehends  all  who 
are  not  Indians,)  that  parents  silenced  their 
children  by  threatening  that  the  Viracocha 
would  catch  them ! 

UUoa  states,  that  while  travelling  in  Peru, 
when  he  wished  to  inquire  his  road,  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  come  up  with  an  Indian, 
for  if  his  approach  was  perceived,  the  Indian 
fled  in  terror.  When  closely  pursued,  they 
were  known,  rather  than  be  overtaken,  to 
throw  themselves  from  precipices,  at  the  risk 
of  their  lives ! 

The  Indians  bore  this  unparalleled  oppres- 
sion, and  the  religion  of  their  oppressors,  which, 
in  the  New  World,  was  the  harbinger  of  every 
vice,  and  the  destoyer  of  hope ;  but  when  once 
roused  from  their  apathy,  it  was  impossible 
again  to  reduce  them  to  the  yoke.  Though 
the  spirit  of  liberty  occasionally  scintillated 
since  1741,  and  did  not  burst  forth  in  an  inex- 

*  Noticias  Secretas. 
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tinguishable  blaze  till  1809,  the  Indians  in  the 
province  of  Azangaro  are  not  entirely  satisfied 
to  this  day  that  the  revolution  of  1821  has 
made  them  citizens  of  an  independent  republic, 
with  equal  rights.  They  think  that  the  Whites 
tell  them  they  are  free,  with  a  view  of  involv- 
ing them  in  some  snare.* 

For  three  hundred  years,  Peru  was  ruled  by 
a  succession  of  tyrants;  and  since  the  revo- 
lution, the  country  has  been  domineered  over 
by  a  set  of  factious  military  chieftains,  of 
unbridled  passions,  who  have  thought  of  little 
else  than  self-aggrandizement.  A  sketch  of 
the  last  four  or  five  years  will  convey  an  idea 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  people  have  been 
misruled. 

In  1827,  General  La  Mar,  a  man  of  mild 
virtue  and  eminent  worth,  was  elected  to  the 
presidency.  He  was  a  native  of  Guayaquil, 
and  served  in  the  Spanish  army  during  the 
peninsular  war,   with  much  credit  to  himself. 

♦  Manuscript  Report,  drawn  up  by  order  of  the  Peruvian 
government.  The  observations  were  made  from  1825  to 
1829  inclusive.  For  a  perusal  of  this  document,  the  author 
is  indebted  to  his  friend,  Samuel  Lamed,  Esq.  Charge 
d' Affaires  from  the  United  States  at  Lima. 

2  E  2 
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On  his  return  to  America,  he  was  appointed 
Inspector-General  of  Peru,  and  soon  after  at- 
tached himself  to  General  San  Martin.    Having 
distinguished  himself  in  the  glorious  field  of 
Ayacucho,  he  was  elected  President  by  the  first 
Congress ;  but  he  had  too  little  of  the  tyrant 
in  his  character,  to  preside  over  a  people  among 
whom  a  strong  revolutionary  spirit  seems  to 
predominate.      They   manifested   for   him  all 
that  admiration  and  enthusiasm  a  mob  is  wont 
to  display  on  the  accession  of  a  military  chief- 
tain to  civil  authority.     His  name  was  painted 
over  the  gates  of  Lima,  in  the  place  of  that  of 
Bolivar;   salutes  were  fired,  and  bells  pealed 
joyously  on  convent  and  church ;  the  city  was 
illuminated;   balls  were  given,  and  entertain- 
ments were  got  up  at  the  theatre  and  in  the 
bull-ring. 

About  the  beginning  of  1828,  affairs  pending 
between  Colombia  and  Peru  assumed  such  an 
aspect  as  to  lead  to  the  declaration  of  war  be- 
tween the  neighbouring  republics.  Peru  drain- 
ed her  exhausted  treasury  in  equipping  her 
army  and  navy;  loans  were  consequently  ex- 
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acted  from  the  people,  and  gave  rise  to  disaflfec- 
tion  towards  La  Mar's  administration. 

The  armies  had  marched  to  the  respective 
frontiers  of  the  contending  nations,  and  in  Sep- 
tember the  President  of  Peru  took  command 
of  the  forces,  and  established  his  head-quarters 
at  Loxa,  where  the  division  of  the  army  in  the 
south  and  the  southern  recruits  were  ordered 
to  join  him.  Early  in  1829,  Bolivar  was  at 
Quito ;  the  Colombian  army's  head-quarters 
were  at  Cuenca,  and  the  Peruvians  had  posses- 
sion of  Guayaquil. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  General  La  Fuente  ar- 
rived  at  Callao  from  Arica,  with  1500  men, 
well  equipped,  bringing  with  him  equipments 
for  a  thousand  more,  and  a  large  sum  of  money, 
coined  and  in  bullion.  When  the  vice-president 
ordered  him  to  deliver  up  these  funds,  he  re- 
fused, saying  that  they  were  intended  for  the 
pay  and  subsistence  of  his  officers  and  men ! 
which  excited  suspicions  as  to  his  honesty. 

On  the  night  of  the  day  of  his  arrival,  he 
quartered  his  troops  in  Castle  Independence. 
So  soon  as  within   the  walls,  he  ordered  the 
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troops  to  load  their  arms;   and  the  governor, 
fearing  that  the  general  had  designs  upon  the 
fortress,  trained  several  field-pieces  on  the  doors 
of  the  barracks  in  which  the  men  were  quarter- 
ed, and  doubled  the  sentinels  at  all  the  posts! 
The  next  day.  La  Fuente  seized  every  horse  he 
could  lay  hands  upon,  mounted  four  hundred 
men,  and  established  himself  at  Magdalena,  a 
short  league  to  the  southward  and  westward  of 
Lima.     On  the  6th  of  June  1829»  having  ma- 
tured his  plans,  he  ejected  the  vice-president 
and  all  his  official  adherents,  and  assumed  the 
administration  of  affairs  in  the  name  of  General 
Gamarra !     No  blood  was  shed  on  this  occasion. 
The  usual  number  of  proclamations  were  issued, 
setting  forth  the  reasons  for  such  violent  mea- 
sures, and  the  people,  always  ready  for  a  holi- 
day, threw  up  their  caps  and  shouted 

"  Long  live  King  Richard  I" 

On  the  field  of  Cuenca,  or  Portete,  La  Mar 
commanded  in  person,  and  Gamarra  had  charge 
of  the  body  of  reserve.  Fortune  frowned  that 
day  on  the  standard  of  Peru.  While  La  Mar 
was  sustaining  a  murderous  fire  from  a  thicket 
which  surrounded  him  on  4ill  sides,  he  ordered 
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Gamarra  to  charge  with  his  whole  force,  instead 
of  which  he  ignominiously  beat  a  quick  retreat* 
and  galloped  off  the  field!*  The  battle  was 
lost,  and  in  a  few  hours  afterwards.  La  Mar 
was  made  prisoner  by  order  of  Gamarra,  hurried 
on  board  of  a  little  vessel,  and  sent  to  the  mor- 
tiferous  climate  of  Costa  Rica,  where,  borne 
down  with  chagrin,  and  the  ingratitude  of  him 
whom  he  thought  his  friend,  he  shortly  died.f 

Such  was  the  plan  of  Gamarra  to  elevate 
himself  to  the  presidential  chair.  He  knew 
that  La  Mar's  popularity,  which  was  already 
diminished,  would  vanish  if  the  battle  of  Cuenca 
were  lost ;  and  he  therefore  was  careful  to 
bring  about  the  catastrophe  by  his  own  base 
desertion. 

Peace  was  afterwards  negotiated.  Gamarra 
became  the  subject  of  popular  acclamation,  and, 
consequently,  president.  To  reward  La  Fuente 
for  his  assistance,  he  made  him  vice-president- 
The  self-election  of  these  men  was  confirmed 

•  El  Telegrafo  de  Lima. 

f  Soon  afier  his  election  (1833),  General  Orbegoso  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  the  National  Convention,  to  remove 
the  remains  of  La  Mar  to  Peru,  agreeably  to  his  dying 
request. 
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by  congress,  and  their  parasites  were  installed 
in  office  with  the  usual  oath. 

In  the  spring  of  1881,  while  Gamarra  was  on 
the  frontier,  threatening  Bolivia,  La  Fuente  fell 
under  his  patron's  suspicions.  Soldiers  were 
sent  at  night  to  seize  him  in  his  own  dwelling. 
He  fled  over  the  house-top,  and  the  officer  pur- 
suing him  was  shot  in  mistake  by  one  of  his  own 
party.  La  Fuente  sought  an  asylum  on  board 
of  the  United  States  ship  St.  Louis,  then  at 
Callao,  and  soon  after  retired  an  exile  to  Chile. 

On  the  18th  of  January  1882,  a  conspiracy 
was  revealed  to  Gamarra  by  anonymous  notes, 
stating  that  a  regiment,  in  which  Major  Ilos61, 
a  young  man  of  great  promise,  had  a  command, 
would  revolt  that  night,  and  seize  upon  the 
person  of  the  president.  In  the  afternoon  Ro- 
s^l  drilled  three  companies,  and  directed  them 
to  stack  their  arms  in  the  barrack-yard.  At 
eight  o'clock,  while  pacing  in  his  quarters,  the 
colonel  of  the  regiment  entered,  accompanied 
by  a  Serjeant  and  two  soldiers,  and  ordered  them 
to  seize  the  major.  No  sooner  was  the  order 
given,  than,  drawing  his  sword,  he  rushed  out 
and  called  the  soldiers  to  arms,  and  ordered 
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them  to  charge  a  company  that  had  been  sum- 
moned, at  the  same  instant,  by  the  colonel,  but 
they  hung  back.  Ros^l  was  seized,  disarmed, 
tried  on  the  spot,  and  shot  .the  following  morn- 
ing at  seven  o'clock ! 

This  instance  is  related  to  illustrate  the  sum- 
mary process  which  has  been  resorted  to  on 
several  occasions  by  Gamarra.  Several  revo- 
lutions, as  all  such  incidents  are  termed,  have 
been  checked  during  his  administration,  and 
many  of  them  are  said  to  have  been  fictions. 
The  people  of  Lima  never  take  part  in  these 
disturbances,  but,  like  peaceful  citizens,  retire 
into  their  houses,  and  there  quietly  wait  till  the 
military  decide  the  matter  among  themselves, 
and  again  resume  their  vocations,  only  indulg- 
ing in  remarks  upon  the  "  suffocated  revo- 
lution." 

Another  revolution,  according  to  Gamarra, 
was  to  be  attempted  in  March  1833.  On  the 
night  of  the  16th,  Manuel  Telleria,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate,  and  ex  officio  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic,  (La  Fuente  being  in 
exile,)  was  seized  at  Chorillos,  where  he  had 
gone  to  recruit  his  health,  and  carried  a  prisoner 
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to  Callao,  charged  with  being  privy  to  a  con- 
spiracy against  the  government.  On  the  21st, 
at  midnight,  he  was  put  on  board  a  man- 
rf-war  schooner,  the  Peruana,  and  carried  to 
Panama.  Some  delay  was  occasioned  by  the 
desertion  of  her  commander,  Otero,  a  young 
man  of  spirit,  who  refused  this  duty,  because 
the  law  prohibits  any  master  of  a  vessel,  whether 
Peruvian  or  foreign,  from  taking  any  individual 
out  of  the  republic,  without  his  own  consent, 
under  heavy  penalties. 

In  July,  the  national  ccHivention  assembled, 
according  to  an  act  of  the  constitution  of  1828, 
for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  and  correcting  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  gov«Timent.  Its  ses- 
sions were  for  some  time  irregular.  The  pre- 
sidential election  was  about  taking  place,  and 
it  is  alleged  that  Gamarra,  though  constantly 
expressing  his  wish  and  determination  to  re- 
agn,  did  everything  in  his  power  to  thwart  the 
assembling  of  congress,  that  the  election  might 
not  take  place.  He  found  that  his  popularity 
was  fast  dwindling  away,  and  every  newspaper 
in  the  country  teemed  with  articles  against  his 
tyranny   and   injustice.      Revolts  occurred  in 
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several  places  north  and  south,  and  having 
appointed  Camporedondo  to  administer  affairs 
during  his  absence,  Gamarra  went  south  to  quell 
a  revolution,  which  had  broken  out  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Ayacucho. 

The  term  of  his  administration  expired  on 
the  20th  of  December ;  on  the  19th,  he  sent  in 
his  resignation  to  the  national  convention,  and 
in  an  address  to  the  people,  declared,  that  the 
long-wished-for  day  had  arrived  when  he  could 
retire  into  private  life,  where  he  should  remain, 
unless  his  sword  should  be  required  in  the 
service  of  his  country. 

On  the  22nd,  General  Don  Luis  Jos6  Orbegoso 
was  elected  provisional  president,  until  an  elec- 
tion should  take  place.  The  convention  con- 
tinued its  sessions  from  day  to  day,  till,  on  the 
18th  of  January  1834,  they  were  dispersed  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  by  Gamarra  and  his  satel- 
lite Bermudez !  It  was  a  bloody  day,  and  many 
lost  their  lives.  Gamarra,  however,  reckoned 
without  his  host,  for  he  was  driven  from  Lima, 
and  at  the  latest  dates  was  almost  alone  in 
Arequipa,  and  his  wife  had  sailed  for  Chile. 

Gamarra,  who  is  a  native  of  Cuzco,  served  in 
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the  Spanish  army  in  Upper  Peru,  and  rose  from 
the  grade  of  Serjeant  to  that  of  colonel.  He 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  regiment  at  Cuzco, 
destined  as  a  reinforcement  of  the  Spanish  forces 
at  Lima:  before  reaching  there,  however,  he, 
with  many  distinguished  officers,  joined  the 
Liberating  Army,  on  the  24th  of  January  1821. 
He  was  attached  to  the  ^^  Division  Libertadora," 
under  the  command  of  General  Arenales,  by 
San  Martin,  but  during  the  whole  campaign 
behaved  in  the  most  indecorous  manner,  avoid- 
ing  in  several  instances  skirmishing  with  the 
guerilla  parties,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  en- 
gage ;  and  on  the  eve  of  a  great  action,  he  ob- 
tained permission  from  General  Arenales  to 
leave  the  army  to  hasten  to  Lima  to  inform 
San  Martin  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
Sierra  !♦ 

*  See  Memoria  Historica  sobre  las  Operaciones  e  Inci* 
dencias  de  la  Division  Libertadora  k  las  ordenes  del  General 
D.  Juan  Antonio  Alvarez  de  Arenales  en  su  segunda  cam- 
paRa  i  la  Sierra  del  Peru,  en  1821.  Por  Jos6  Arenales ; 
Teniente  Coronel  graduado  de  Artilleria,  &c.  Buenos  Ayresy 
1832. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 


Valedictory  to  the  South-west  Coast  of  America^  and  return 

Home. 


The  last  two  weeks  of  August  1838  were 
spent  in  preparing  for  our  homeward-bound 
passage,  and  in  taking  leave  of  our  numerous 
friends  in  Lima,  who  seemed  to  think  that  they 
could  not  sufficiently  manifest  in  any  way  the 
warmth  of  their  feelings  towards  us,  and  their 
regret  at  separation.  Nor  were  these  manifesta- 
tions confined  to  our  countrymen  sojourning 
there;  both  Englishmen  and  Peruvians  vied 
in  their  demonstrations  of  kindness  towards  the 
officers  of  our  happy  ship. 

Captain  Gregory  wrote  a  farewell  letter  to 
General  Viv6ro,  expressing  thanks  for  the 
many  acts  of  kindness  extended  to  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  while  the  squadron  was 
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under  his  command,  as  well  as  for  the  many 
personal  civilities  received  by  him  and  his 
officers  from  General  Viv6ro,  when  at  Callao. 
To  that  letter  the  following  was  received  in 
reply,  which  is  satisfactory,  because  it  shows 
on  what  footing  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  Navy  stand  in  the  estimation  of  Peru- 
vians. 

<<  Lima,  August  24,  1833. 

"  SoR  Don  F.  H.  Gregory. 

"  Dear  Sir,  and  friend  of  my  distinguished 
affection;    your   farewell  letter  leaves  me,  as 
well  as  my  family,  to  regret  that  we  can  no 
longer  enjoy  the  esteemed  virtues  of  yourself 
and  your  officers,  who  all  do  honour  to  the 
navy  of  your  country,  which  has  always  been 
happy  in  bringing  up  officers  of  distinguished 
education,   politeness,   and   noble   deportment. 
To  these  superior   qualifications,  while  I  had 
command  in   Callao,  I  was  unable  to  recipro- 
cate, by  my  attentions  and  deportment,  accord- 
ing to   my  wishes.      I  and   my  family  desire 
that  you  may  meet,  both  in  your  family  and 
in   your  career,   every   felicity  and  prosperity 
that  you  can  wish.     I  beg  you  to  present  my 
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compliments  and  remembrances  to  Commodore 
Hull,  late  of  the  frigate  United  States,  and 
to  Commander  Finch*  of  the  Vincennes,  who 
both  honoured  us  with  their  friendship.  You, 
my  friend,  under  any  circumstances,  can  count 
that  you  leave  here  one  filled  with  gratitude 
for  your  friendship  and  attentions,  and  who 
will  always  be 

Your  very  affectionate, 

grateful,  and  attached  servant, 

"  Jose  Pasql.  de  Vivero." 

The  first  day  of  September,  in  spite  of  our 
being  homeward-bound,  was  the  saddest  of  our 
cruise.  The  ship  was  thronged  with  our  friends, 
among  whom,  besides  our  countrymen,  were 
a  crowd  of  English,  French,  and  Peruvian 
naval  officers,  and  a  host  of  citizens.  There 
never  could  have  been  a  greater  show  of  warm 
and  regretful  feelings  among  men,  than  were 
manifested  that  day  !  Weather-beaten  cheeks 
were  moist  with  tears,  as  they  grasped  our 
hands  for  the  last  time,  and  descended  the  gang- 
way to  their  boats ! 

*  Now  Captain  William  Compton  Bolton. 
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About  four  o'clock,  p.  m.  our  ship  got  under- 
way, and  sailing  in  a  beautiful  curve  towards 
the  shore,  fired  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns, 
which  was  immediately  returned  Arom  Castle 
Independence.  The  French  brig  of  war  Griffon, 
Captain  Du  Fettit  Thouar,  hoisted  the  Ameri- 
can ensign,  and  fired  a  salute,  which  we  return- 
ed ;  then  followed  the  same  compliment  from  the 
United  States  schooner  Dolphin  (Lieut.  Com- 
mandant J.  C.  Long),  another  from  a  French 
sloop  of  war,  and  again  several  guns  were  fired 
from  on  board  of  a  whale-ship,  all  of  which 
we  replied  to  in  turn,  as  we  glided  steadily 
over  the  smooth  surface  of  the  bay,  followed 
in  our  motions  by  the  Dolphin,  now  full  of 
ladies,  who  had  come  frx>m  Lima  to  see  us 
off,  waving  their  white  handkerchiefs,  as  the 
vessel  passed  gracefully  under  our  stem,  and 
stood  in  to  her  anchorage.  Our  band  was 
on  the  poop,  playing  Peruvian  airs,  till  nearly 
off  the  point  of  San  Lorenzo,  when  the  Dol- 
phin's crew  mounted  the  rigging,  and  gave 
three  hearty  cheers,  which  were  heartily  return- 
ed by  the  Falmouth's.  Then  our  music  told 
us  of  "  Home !  sweet  Home,"  and  we  filled 
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away  with  a  gentle  breeze,  and  placed  the 
island  between  us  and  the  harbour,  as  the 
sun  dipped  below  the  western  horizon. 

We  lingered  in  a  calm  during  the  early  part 
of  the  next  day,  close  to  San  Lorenzo;  the 
sea  was  glassy,  the  sails  flapped  mournfully, 
and  our  gorgeous  stripes  hung  motionless  ;  the 
very  ship  seemed  to  regret  leaving  the  placid 
waters  and  ever  benign  skies  of  the  Pacific. 

About  meridian,  the  breeze  sprang  up  and 
gradually  freshened,  carrying  us  in  thirteen 
days  and  some  hours  to  our  anchorage  in  Val- 
paraiso. There  we  found  his  Majesty's 
frigate  Dublin,  with  whose  commander  and  of- 
ficers we  had  been  for  two  years  on  the  most 
cordial  and  intimate  terms,  frequently  enter- 
taining each  other  with  dinners  and  balls  on 
board,  whenever  we  met. 

In  Chile,  though  perhaps  equally  sincere,  the 
parting  scene  was  not  so  vivid  in  demonstra- 
tions of  regret  as  in  Peru.  We  were  dinnered, 
danced,  and  saluted,  ashore  and  afloat,  as  long 
as  we  remained.  As  an  evidence  of  the  feeling 
which  existed  between  the  English  and  Ameri- 
can naval  oflicers  in  the  Pacific,  I  beg  to  intro- 
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duce  the  following  letters.  Such  letters  cannot 
be  but  gratifying  both  to  Americans  and 
Englishmen ;  and,  being  equally  honourable  to 
the  heads  and  hearts  of  their  writers,  I  take  the 
liberty  (for  which  I  ask  their  for^veness)  of 
publishing  them,  believing  that  neither  com- 
mander expected  to  see  them  in  print 

<«  H.  M.  Ship  DubUn, 
<^  Valparaiso  Bay,  24th  September  1883. 

*^  My  dear  Gregory, 
''  I  cannot  allow  the  Falmouth  to  leave  this 
coast,  without  expressing  how  much,  individu- 
ally, I  shall  feel  the  loss  of  yourself,  your 
officers,  and  ship.  But  it  is  not  me  alone,  but 
all  my  countrymen  who  feel  it.  Your  attention 
and  kindness  can  never  be  exceeded.  To  you 
our  trade  and  commerce  are  much  indebted ;  and 
I  regret  I  cannot  find  words  strong  enough  to 
express  the  feelings  of  gratitude  for  the  many 
obligations  we  are  all  under  to  you.  No !  my 
good  friend,  no  Englishman  ever  knew  what 
distress  was  in  the  presence  of  the  Falmouth, 
or  where  she  could  reach  to  assist  them.  As 
senior  officer  of  the  English  squadron,  I  thank 
you  for  all  your  friendly  communications  and 
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assistance  at  all  times,  which  I  have  reported 
to  my  government.  Individually,  I  am  under 
the  greatest  obligations ;  and  believe  me,  a  most 
grateful  heart  thanks  you  most  sincerely  for  it. 
It  may  not  be  our  lot  to  meet  again  upon  the 
service  of  our  respective  nations,  but  I  trust,  my 
good  and  dear  friend,  we  shall  do  so  in  private 
life,  when  the  greatest  pleasure  to  me  will  be 
to  cultivate  that  sincere  friendship  which  has  so 
happily  subsisted  -between  us. 

"  May  you  have  a  safe  and  quick  passage 
home,  and  enjoy  all  the  comforts  and  happiness 
I  wish  you.  I  enclose  you  my  address,  and  I 
need  not  say  how  delighted  I  shall  be  to  see 
you  and  your  family  there,  as  well  as  any  of 
the  Falmouths. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Gregory, 

*•  Your  very  sincere  friend, 

"  J.  TOWNSHEND." 


"  U.  S.  Ship  Falmouth, 
«  Valparaiso,  September  25th,  1883. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 
"  From  your  Lordship's  generous  and  friendly 
conduct  towards  me,  on  all  occasions,  since  I 


436  THREE  YEARS  IN  THE   PACIFIC. 

have  had  the  honour  and  happiness  of  your  ac- 
quaintance and  friendship,  I  had  imagined  that 
the  measure  of  my  obligations  was  completely 
filled;  but  your  kind  farewell  letter,  written 
with  a  feeling  and  delicacy  which  have  always 
characterised  your  deportment  towards  me,  has 
increased  those  obligations,  and  leaves  me  where 
I  feel  I  must  always  remain — your  Lordship's 
most  grateful  debtor.  I  thank  your  Lordship, 
not  only  for  myself,  but  in  the  name  of  the 
officers  of  this  ship,  for  your  kindness  and  atten- 
tion to  us  all ;  and  assure  you,  that  we  unite  in 
expressing  our  deep  and  sincere  regret  on  the  oc- 
casion of  parting  with  so  valued  a  friend :  and 
we  all  respond  most  cordially  to  the  wishes,  so 
kindly  expressed  by  your  Lordship,  that  our  des- 
tinies may  at  some  future  time  unite  us  in  the 
bonds  of  friendship.  As  an  individual  of  a  na- 
tion linked  to  yours  by  feelings  and  associations 
which  can  never  fail  to  have  their  proper  influ- 
ence upon  me,  I  feel  that  your  Lordship  has, 
in  the  warmth  of  your  friendship,  ascribed  to 
me  more  merit  than  the  little  services,  occasion- 
ally rendered  your  countrymen,  deserve.  The 
generous  examples  which  your  Lordship  kept 
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continually  in  my  view,  as  well  as  those  of  my 
gallant  friend.  Captain  Hope,  and  others,  left 
me  no  choice  of  action,  and  leaves  me  no  other 
merit  than  that  of  having  reciprocated  them  as 
nearly  as  my  abilities  and  circumstances  would 
allow.  A  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  has  been 
performed,  in.  representing  to  the  government 
your  friendly  conduct  towards  the  flag  of  our 
country,  and  the  important  services  rendered 
its  commercial  interest. 

**  That  your  Lordship  may  ere  long  be  hap- 
pily restored  to  your  family  and  country,  and 
long  enjoy  every  blessing  of  this  life,  is  the 
sincere  wish  of, 

"  Your  Lordship's 
"  Very  grateful  and  obedient  friend, 

"F.  H.  Gregory.** 

"  To  the  Lord  James  Townshend, 
<<  Commanding  H.  6.  M.  Squadron, 

"  Pacific  Ocean." 

Both  in  Peru  and  Chile  we  left  many  choice 
American  spirits, — men  whom  any  nation  would 
be  proud  to  rank  among  her  sons,  and  whom 
we  glory  to  call  our  friends  and  countrymen. 
We  remember  them  with  pride  and  affection. 
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when  we  recur  to  the  many  happy  hours  spent 
together,  either  beneath  their  hospitable  roofs, 
or  on  board  our  own  little  ship.  To  many  of 
us,  the  past  cruise  rests  upon  the  heart  like  the 
memory  of  a  bright  dream  of  fairy  land,  which 
Hope  whispers  we  shall  visit,  and  find  the  rea- 
lity superior  to  the  anticipations  of  imagina- 
tion. 

We  may  never  again  meet, — 

'^  May  they  sometimes  recall,  what  I  camiot  forget. 

That  communion  of  heart  and  that  parley  of  soul 

Which  has  lengthen'd  our  nights,  and  illumin'd  our  bowl  T' 

On  the  5th  of  October  1838,  we  got  under 
weigh,  and  after  saluting  the  town,  and  exchang- 
ing cheers  and  salutes  with  H.  M.  frigate 
Dublin,  we  filled  away,  and  bade  a  long  fare- 
well to  the  shores  of  Chile.  We  passed  the 
Cape,  and  gazed  upon  the  snowy  peaks  of  the 
"  Land  of  Fire,"*  with  the  thermometer  at 
88"  F. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  we  anchored  in 
the  mouth  of  the  broad  expanding  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  and  the  next  evening  at  Montevideo. 

*  Terra  del  Fuego. 
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Having  visited  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  town 
of  Maldonado,  we  stood  to  sea  on  the  evening 
of  the  20th,  but  did  not  reach  Rio  de  Janeiro 
until  the  8th  of  December. 

On  the  15th,  the  ship  having  been  water- 
ed, and  our  supplies  filled  up,  we  got  under 
weigh,  and  felt  that  we  were  really  "  homeward 
bound."  On  the  6th  of  January  1884,  we 
crossed  the  equator  into  our  own  hemisphere, 
and  soon  gained  a  sight  of  the  north  star, 
which  had  been  so  long  a  stranger  to  our  eyes. 
On  the  31st  of  January  we  made  the  shores 
of  New  Jersey,  and  the  next  day  our  ship 
was  secured  at  the  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 
having  been  absent  two  years  and  eight  months, 
in  which  time  we  sailed  50,182  miles  in  401 
days. 

Those  only  who  have  been  absent  on  a  dis- 
tant station  can  appreciate  the  feelings  that  fill 
the  heart  after  so  long  an  absence.  The  joy  of 
arriving  is  always  marred  by  hopes  and  fears 
for  the  health  and  lives  of  our  dearest  friends ; 
we  had  been  eight  months  without  information 
from  our  homes,  and  it  was  not  till  the  return 
of  mail  that  we  felt  sure  of  their  existence. 
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Can  any  one  figure  to  himself  the  state  of  feel- 
ing with  which  the  first  letter  is  opened  and 
read  ?  It  is  worth  a  three  years'  cruise  to  feel 
the  joyousness  of  the  moment  when  we  can 
pronounce  to  ourselves  "  All's  well !" 


THE    END. 


LONDON : 

PRINTED    BY  SAMUEL   BENTLET, 
Donet  Street,  Fleet  Strwt. 


«« 


>       • 


\ 


